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as freeze-dried cultures. 
The process of soliciting new accessions begins with a systematic search of 

scientific literature by the Mycology and Protistology Program Director, followed 
by requests for candidate strains. When strains arrive at ATCC, accompanying 
documentation is examined for scientific and regulatory requirements, and infor- 
mation is entered into appropriate databases by the collection's secretary. The 
strains are forwarded to biologists in the Mycology Service Laboratory, where each 
strain is examined for viability and purity. Most cultures are stored at 5C until 
processing, and all growing cultures are incubated in racks over mineral oil as pro- 
tection from mites. Strains which can fruit in culture, or for which keys have been 
written for cultural characters, are checked against descriptions by a biologist. If a 
strain fits the appropriate description, an ATCC number is requested for the strain 
and the strain is amplified on appropriate media for preservation in liquid nitrogen. 
Suitable propagules are harvested into vials with cryoprotectant, and forwarded to 
ATCC's operations staff for controlled freezing and subsequent storage in liquid 
nitrogen vapor. Eight vials are preserved per strain: 3 for seed stock, 3 for distribu- 
tion stock, 1 for off-site safety storage, and 1 for post-preservation quality control 
(QC). The QC sample is checked for viability and purity. If a strain distributes in 
high numbers, larger numbers of vials, including freeze-dried cultures, are pro- 
duced on replenishment. Strain documentation is reviewed by the Program Director 
and an Information Scientist prior to entry into reference guides and associated data 
bases. 

Over the past several decades, ATCC Mycology has accessioned from 300 to 
nearly 2000 strains annually. The collection's external Mycology Advisory Com- 
mittee has recommended incorporation of approximately 500 strains per year. 
However, this figure has been exceeded by 200-300 strains annually in an effort to 
comply with requests by investigators for deposit of their material, especially when 
ATCC numbers are needed for publication. Accession of this unsolicited material 
enriches collection holdings, but stresses collection fiscal and human resources. 



The staff of the Mycology Service 
Laboratory presently consists of two 
Ph.D. mycologists (the Collection Sci- 
entist and Senior Biologist), and three 
biologists: two persons with MS de- 
grees and one person with a bachelor's 
degree. We anticipate hiring an addi- 
tional biologist in 1997. In addition to 
the accessioning of new deposits 
(about 750 strains, or 6,000 vials), the 
staff replenishes nearly 1,000 strains 
per year (approximately 20,000 cul- 
ture vials), grows 2,000 test tube cul- 
tures for distribution to clients 
(another 7,000 cultures are distributed 
directly out of inventories as freeze- 
dried cultures), and performs work on 
special contracts. Ph.D. staff are ex- 
pected to supervise and participate in 
the activities of the Service Labora- 
tory, to administer mycological train- 
ing for biologists, and to conduct and 
publish research on collections materi- 
als. Biologists are encouraged to pur- 
sue mycological interests and have 
free access to the extensive holdings 
of the ATCC mycological library. 

Quality control (QC) is an integral 
part of the ATCC mission. QC of 
filamentous fungi depends primarily 
on comparison of new deposits and 
replenished cultures with published 
species descriptions. Substrate utiliza- 
tion profiles are currently generated 
for yeasts on an ad hoc basis, but new 
equipment has been purchased with 
the ultimate aim of routinely per- 
forming such tests. Additional QC is 
performed in response to communica- 
tions from clients, for the generation 
of Certificates of Analysis for strains 
distributing in high volume, and for 
special internal quality audits. All 
routine laboratory activities, including 
QC, are executed under written stan- 
dard operating procedures. Provided 
that complaints are reasonably prompt, 
ATCC Mycology will replace cultures 
which are nonviable, impure, or of 
questionable identity. 

Persons seeking to deposit fungi 
and yeasts with ATCC should first 
check our recent reference guides 
(ATCC Filamentous Fungi, 19th edi- 

tion (1 996); ATCC Yeasts, 19th edi- 
tion (1995)), or search our electronic 
catalog on the World Wide Web: 
<http://www.atcc.org/>. Unsolicited 
material sent for deposit should belong 
to taxa not well represented in current 
holdings, or should exhibit novel 
properties. Deposit forms are available 
in the printed catalogs. Because of 
resource limitations, special arrange- 
ments and financing are necessary for 
deposit of large numbers of strains by 
a single depositor. Persons wishing to 
deposit in quantity with ATCC or 
other collections should consider 
writing accession funding into grant 
proposals. ATCC will cooperate in 
locating funding via grants, bequests 
or other sources for deposit of strains 
into the general collection, or funding 
may be sought for formation of an 
ATCC Special Collection. In all cir- 
cumstances, persons sending strains 
for deposit are requested to securely 
package materials in crush-proof con- 
tainers, and supply adequate labels and 
documentation. The ATCC Guide to 
Packaging and Shipping of Biological 
Materials, the reference guides, and 
cultures of filamentous fungi and 
yeasts, can be ordered by calling 1- 
800-638-6597, or sending email to 
<sales@atcc.org>. Inquiries concern- 
ing deposit of material can be ad- 
dressed to the Collection Scientist at 
<fdugan@atcc.org>. 

Caps Off 
to the BMS 
by Meredith Blackwell 

When the Mycological Society of 
America was founded in 193 1, the 
British Mycological Society was al- 
ready 37 years old. Unlike MSA, 
which splintered from an academic 
group of the Botanical Society of 
America, the British Mycological So- 
ciety arose from a society of regional 
naturalists in Yorkshire. It is from this 
tradition that the BMS obtains a flavor 
that continues today in the major con- 
tributions of knowledgeable amateurs. 

The foray activities of the founding 
members continue and have led to the 
establishment of a society forays data- 
base that helps to make the British 
mycota one of the best known in the 
world. 

The past year marked the Centen- 
ary of the British Mycological Society. 
The full year of activities included 
forays, dinners, symposia, papers, the 
presidential address, and a once in a 
lifetime exhibit of all aspects of fungi. 
Because I was fortunate to attend three 
of the centenary events, I thought it 
appropriate to review the events of the 
BMS Centenary year so that in 203 1 
MSA might follow the example! 

Forays at Hereford and Huddles- 
field recalled the predecessors and 
founding members of the BMS. The 
Woolhope Club at Hereford often met 
at the Green Dragon Hotel, and BMS 
held a dinner there in conjunction with 
the Spring Foray. The Woolhope Club 
continues today and its officers were 
guests at the dinner. The Autumn 
Foray was held in Huddersfield and 
Selby in Yorkshire. It was at the York- 
shire Naturalists Union meeting at 
Huddersfield in 1895 that the idea of a 
national mycological society was con- 
ceived, and the first meeting was held 
the next year in Selby at the Londes- 
borough Arms Hotel-a century later 
the site of a BMS dinner. An overseas 
foray was held at Belfort in eastern 
France. This event is one I would like 
to have attended because Belfort was 
the birthplace of my great grand- 
mother. 

Again focusing on the Yorkshire 
origins, the University of Shefield 
was the site of an April meeting that 
featured symposia on "A Century of 
Mycology" and "Fungal Biodiversity." 
A special feature was a separate day 
featuring graduate student papers and 
posters in "Mycology of the Future." 
A grand dinner was held in the Cutlers 
Hall of Shefield with the Lord and 
Lady Mayoress and the Master Cutler 
in attendance. It was from this heritage 
that young Henry Shaw was sent by 
his cutler father to sell Sheffield 



stainless in St. Louis. Shaw also car- 
ried another British heritage to St. 
Louis that culminated in his gift of the 
Missouri Botanical Garden to that city. 

The mycological event of the cen- 
tury, Fungus 100, took place in the 
Old Hall of the Royal Horticultural 
Society in London in September. This 
event was planned to educate and 
heighten the awareness of the general 
public about fungi. There were 
leaf-cutting ants, colorfully harvesting 
and transporting hot pink and white 
flower petals and green leaves, simu- 
lated raindrops to make puffballs puff 
and birds nest "eggs" splash, fungi 
acting as vectors of root madness, 
trichomycete hosts lurking in an 
aquarium, dry rot rotting a doll house, 
yeasts fermenting in full view, and 
nematode trappers trapping. There 
were woolens dyed delicate shades of 
color by polypores, enzymes that re- 
move the little fuzzy balls from sweat- 
ers, timbers from the Tudor ship, 
Mary Rose, attacked by fungi, and 
fungi from a Scythian tomb. There 
were edible fungi from Japan, Thai- 
land, and China, Ganoderma tea, fun- 
gal mycoprotein made from Fusarium, 
edible ascomycetes including truffles 
and Cyttaria, and a famous chef to 
demonstrate his mushroom recipes. 
There were computer demonstrations 
on fungi on the Internet and identifi- 
cation of poisonous fungi based on 
best characters in a situation, demon- 
strations of PCR techniques, use of a 
Shigometer to determine amount of 
decay in a log, fungal structures mag- 

nified by scanning electron micros- 
copy, drawing of Laboulbeniales with 
a camera lucida, and paper-making 
from fungal tissues. There was bread 
making for children, a quiz for stu- 
dents about the exhibits, and the 
awarding of prizes in a school poster 
competition on the theme Fungal 
Friends and Foes. There were fungi on 
stamps and in paintings and photo- 
graphs, the spectacular Sowerby and 
Dillon Weston models, and books to 
weight many a suitcase. A wealth of 
fungi miraculously collected daily by 
amateur members of the society in a 
time of drought served as a lovely and 
important focal point in the center of 
the hall. If 125 separate exhibits were 
not enough, there were films and 
popular lectures almost every hour of 
fungal extravaganza. The incredible 
films of the Institute of Scientific 
Films (IWF), Goettingen, Germany, 
will be the subject of a newsletter arti- 
cle at another time. Never have I 
learned more about fungi that in the 
three days I spent in the Old Hall. 

The Annual Business Meeting and 
Presidential Address by Professor 
John Webster, who reviewed the his- 
tory of the British Mycological Soci- 
ety, brought the Centenary Year to a 
fitting close at Burlington House, 
headquarters of the Linnean Society of 
London. Notable among the statistics 
of the business affairs of the society 
was the report of almost 2000 mem- 
bers and an encouraging increase in 
student members. The membership of 
many mycologists from overseas lo- 

MSA Official Business 
MSA International MSA of various international myco- 

At the Indianapolis meeting last July, 
MSA Council approved the establish- 
ment of a permanent International 
Affairs Committee to foster closer 
relations with societies and individuals 
in other countries. One of the goals of 
the Committee is to create a greater 
awareness among U.S. members of 

logical activities, as well as to provide 
a better means of communication be- 
tween MSA and members who reside 
outside the U.S. This column is in- 
tended to be a first step toward that 
goal; your comments and suggestions 
are welcome. [Dick Hanlin, Chair, 
International Affairs Committee] 

calities indicates the marked success 
that began with a handful of Yorkshire 
naturalists a century ago. 

The Centenary Year also brings 
enduring contributions. For example 
the celebration provided an opportu- 
nity for the BMS to focus on conser- 
vation with fmancial contributions to 
aid in habitat preservation in Scotland, 
Wales, and England. One project in- 
volves "saving the Windsor hedge- 
hogs," in this case those cuddly stipi- 
tate hydnums; another, the worlds first 
cryptogamic sanctuary; yet another, 
input into the planning in Wales of 
The Botanic Garden of the 2 1 st Cen- 
tury to ensure a mycological compo- 
nent. Throughout 1996 Mycological 
Research, embellished with a gold 
badge "Volume - 100 - Years," pro- 
vided Centenary Reviews on many 
aspects of mycology to bring us up to 
date on topics such as fungal research 
over the century in Britain, morpho- 
genesis and morphology of certain 
fungi, seed mycology, effects of grav- 
ity on basidiomycete development, 
mycotoxins, spore dispersal, ecology 
of mycorrhizas, genetics, medical my- 
cology, and 'taxonomy of several 
groups. These are fodder for teachers 
and textbook writers. 

As I return to the lab after a long 
holiday, take off my coat and BMS 
spore print scarf, and drink coffee 
from my sold out, special issue cen- 
tenary mug with spores on the inside 
lip, I say, "Caps off to the BMS." 

Collecting Abroad 
An essential ingredient to making suc- 
cessful collecting trips in other coun- 
tries is to have a local contact who can 
assist with organizing various aspects 
of the trip in the country of interest. A 
good way to meet such individuals is 
to attend meetings in other countries. 
Those interested in the Caribbean area, 



e.g., should consider the annual 
meeting of the Caribbean Division 
(CD) of the American Phytopathologi- 
cal Society (APS). Most of the at- 
tendees of CDIAPS are from Mexico, 
Central and northern South America 
and the Caribbean islands. Each year 
the meeting is held in a different 
country, thus providing the opportu- 
nity to become acquainted with the 
various countries and cultures ofthe 
region. The 1996 meeting was held in 
Guadalajara, Mexico, and featured 
numerous papers on plant pathogenic 
fungi, as well as a symposium on 
Phytophthora. The 1997 meeting will 
be held in Costa Rica, probably next 
September. One can become a mem- 
ber of CDIAPS for a nominal fee; 
membership in the parent society is 
not required to join CDIAPS. 

Latin American 
Mycological Association 

The Asociacion Latinoamericana de 
Micologia (ALM) was formed several 
years ago to bring together mycolo- 
gists throughout Latin America and to 
encourage mycological development 
in the area. Since its formation, two 
congresses have been held, the most 
recent in October, 1996. Because both 
congresses were held in Cuba, my- 
cologists from the U.S. were unfortu- 
nately discouraged from attending, for 
political reasons. A translation of a 
short report on the activities of the 
Second Congress follows; it was pre- 
pared by Maria del Carmen Gonzalez, 
mycologist in the Department of Bot- 
any, Institute of Biology, of the 
University of Mexico. 

The Second Latin American Con- 
gress of Mycology was held in the 
Pedro Kouri Institute, in Havana, 
Cuba, from October 23-26, 1996. In 
attendance were 278 delegates from 
17 countries, and they presented 325 
papers, which indicates the level of 
development that mycology has 
reached in Latin America. 

Dr. Miguel Rodriguez, President of 
ALM, welcomed the congress and 
emphasized the need to publish the 
results of research in order to achieve 
more rapid development of mycology 
in Latin America. Honorary member 
status was conferred on Dr. David L. 
Hawksworth (UK), Dr. Teofilo Her- 
rera (Mexico), Dr. Gaston Guzman 
(Mexico), Dr. Torres Rodriguez 
(Spain), Dra. Margarita Bondartseva 
(Russia), and Dra. Vera Holubova- 
Jechova (Czech Republic). 

Besides the inauguration cere- 
mony, the event included five invited 
lectures, five symposia, seven techni- 
cal sessions, and three poster sessions. 
The invited lectures were "The im- 
portance of fungi in industry" by Dr. 
Juan C. Basilico (Argentina); 
"Phytopathology in Cuba: history, 
development and perspectives" by 
Dra. Maria 0 .  Lopez (Cuba); 
"Antifungals: after azoles, what else?" 
by Dra. Gioconda San-Blas 
(Venezuela); "Application of electron 
microscope techniques to the study of 
fungi" by Dra. Maria Jose Figueras 
(Spain); and "Implications of fungal 
biodiversity for the practice of mycol- 
ogy" by Dr. David L. Hawksworth, 
presented by Dr. David Minter. The 
symposia treated the taxonomic and 

floristic studies of fungi in Latin 
America, the cultivation of edible 
fungi in Latin America, the biodiver- 
sity of fungi in tropical savannahs, and 
the present status of the therapy of 
rnycoses. 

The high academic level of the 
presentations was matched by that of 
the social events. The inauguration 
ceremony was held in the Concert Hall 
of the Basilica and Convent of San 
Francisco of Assisi, where the dele- 
gates had the opportunity to hear a 
concert by the Camara Exaudi Choir 
and Clarinet Quintet of Havana. Af- 
terwards, a welcome cocktail was of- 
fered in the gallery of the Venezuelan 
painter Carmen Montillo de Tonico. 
The farewell dinner was held in the 
Las Ruinas Restautant, situated in the 
Lenin Park recreational complex. 

During the General Assembly of 
ALM, a new Executive Council took 
office, composed of Dra. Gioconda 
San-Blas (President), Dr. Alexis San- 
tiago (Secretary) and Dra. Teresa Itur- 
riaga (Treasurer). The new headquar- 
ters of ALM will be in Caracas, Vene- 
zuela, site of the 111 Congress in 1999. 

Reminder to Members 
Sandra Anagnostakis is the MSA 
Historian. She should be notified if 
someone hears of a member's death so 
that we can consider getting some- 
thing written in either the Newsletter 
or the Journal. She would also be 
happy to receive any historical mate- 
rial, which she will weed and store in 
the Archives, as appropriate. 

Change of Address 
Allen Press now handles such MSA membership services as maintaining the MSA mailing list, preparing mailing labels, and processing mem- 
bership applications and renewals. Send all corrections of directory information, including e-mail addresses, directly to Allen Press. MSA's 
contact at Allen Press, Karen Hickey, can by reached by any of the following: 

Mycological Society of America phone: 800-627-0629 (U.S. and Canada) 
Attn.: Karen Hickey 9 13-843-1 22 1 
P.O. BOX 1897 fax: 913-843-1274 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8897 e-mail: khickey@allenpress.com 

Note: A copy of the directory is on the World Wide Web (start from the MSA Home Page <http://www.erin.utoronto.ca 
/soc/msa/>). A form is included so members may submit corrections to the directory which will be forwarded to Allen Press. 

-- 



Mycology Online 
MSA Online 
Visit the MSA Home Page at <http:/l 
www.erin.utoronto.ca~soc/msa/>. 
Members can use the links from MSA 
Home Page to access MSA resources 
maintained on other servers. The MSA 
Bulletin Board which was maintained 
on an Internet Gopher Server has been 
discontinued. The new MSAPOST 
service is introduced below. 

MSAPOST 
The MSA Bulletin Board at Harvard 
has been replaced by a new bulletin 
board service called MSAPOST which 
is based at the CREDIT server of the 
University of Toronto. The new MSA 
Bulletin Board service is a "moderated 
list" so in order to access posted mes- 
sages, you must subscribe to 
MSAPOST. Use e-mail to communi- 
cate with MSAPOST. Instructions for 
subscribing to and using MSAPOST 
follow. In addition you can subscribe 
and find the following information in 
an interactive format on the MSA 
Home Page. Sandra Anagnostakis is 
the Moderator and she can be reached 
at <slanagno@caes.state.ct.us>. See 
you on MSAPOST! [Linda Kohn] 

How to Use MSAPOST 
Ed. Note: The text of messages sent by 
the user appear in italics. Remember that 
when you send a message to the list 
(instruction 1 below) the address is 
"MSAPOST" and when you send a request 

to the ListProcessor (instructions 2-9: 
subscribe, etc.) you send a message to 
"listproc." The ListProcessor processes 
requests at night so you won't received 
acknowledgment until the next day.] 
1. How do I send mail to MSAPOST? 
To: <rnsapost@credit.erin.utoronto.ca> 
Your message goes here. 
Now what happens: The list receives the 
message, the message is screened by the 
Moderator, and the list forwards a copy to 
all subscribed members of the list. 

2. How do I subscribe to MSAPOST? 
To: <listproc@credit.erin.utoronto.ca> 
subscribe MSAPOSTAnton de Bary 
Example: Anton de Bary wants to sub- 
scribe to a mailing list called MSAPOST 
Now what happens: ListProcessor re- 
ceives the request and subscribes the 
sender to the list requested. ListProcessor 
sends a return message informing you of 
the completion of the subscription request. 
The message body may include more than 
one subscription request as long as each 
request begins on a new line. 

3. How do I get off MSAPOST? 
To: <listproc@credit.erin.utoronto.ca> 
unsubscribe MSAPOST 
Now what happens: ListProcessor re- 
ceives the request and removes you from 
MSAPOST. ListProcessor sends a return 
message informing of the completion of 
the unsubscribe request. You may send 
more than one unsubscribe request as long 
as each request starts on a new line. 

4. How do I find out who else is on 
MSAPOST? 
To: <listproc@credit.erin.utoronto.ca> 
review MSAPOST 

or alternatively: 

Mycological News 
New Fellowship Funded 
The Trustees of the North American 
Mycological Association voted that 
the graduate fellowship for 1997 be 
designated the Rolf Singer NAMA 
Memorial Fellowship. The $1000 fel- 
lowship is funded by NAMA, and 
administered by the MSA Awards 
Committee with the same standards as 

the MSA Graduate Fellowships but 
with the stipulation that the awardee 
prepare an article for McIlvainea. 
[Ken Cochran, NAMA Executive Sec- 
retary] 

Mid-Atlantic Meeting 
The Mid Atlantic States Mycology 
Conference will meet April 26-27, 

recipients MSAPOST 
Now what happens: ListProcessor re- 
ceives your request and sends a return 
message that includes all non-concealed 
subscribers for the requested list. 

5. How do I get help? 
You can obtain help by sending the "help" 
request to ListProcessor. The request has 
two parts: the command "help" and a 
topic, the topic is optional. 
To: <listproc@credit.erin.utoronto.ca> 
help [topic] 
Now what happens: ListProcessor re- 
ceives the request and sends a return mes- 
sage that includes all the commands that 
ListProcessor recognizes. For a "help" 
request that has a topic, ListProcessor 
sends the help information on that topic. 

6. How do I conceal my name from re- 
view request? 
To: <listproc@credit.erin.utoronto.ca> 
set MSAPOST conceal yes 
7 .  How do I arrange to have MSAPOST 
messages saved up for digest delivery 
(rather than sent to me as they are 
posted)? 
To: <listproc@credit.erin.utoronto.ca> 
set MSAPOST mail digest 
Now what happens: Messages are saved 
up and sent to you as a group, rather than 
one at a time. Sandra Anagnostakis can set 
the number of messages in a digest or the 
time interval between mailing them to you. 

8. How do I postpone mail delivery? 
To: <listproc@credit.erin.utoronto.ca> 
set MSAPOST mail postpone 

9. How do I restart mail delivery? 
To: <listproc@credit.erin.utoronto.ca> 
set MSAPOST mail ack 

1997 at Shepherd College in Shep- 
herdstown, WV. A call for papers and 
conference details will be distributed 
in late February. The contact person at 
Shepherd Collegeis John C. Landolt, 
Dept. of Biology, Shepherd College, 
Shepherdstown, WV 25443; Phone: 
304-876-5357. Fax: 304-876-3 101. 
<jlandolt@shepherd.wvnet.edu>. 



Resource for Informa- 
tion on the Convention 
on Biological Diversity 
In August of 1996 I attended the 
Eighth International Congress for 
Culture Collections, in Veldhoven, 
The Netherlands. While the overall 
content of the presentations was gen- 
erally interesting, I particularly noted 
that more attention was focused upon 
the Convention on Biological Diver- 
sity (CBD) than on any other subject. 
Although the implications of the CBD 
may not presently be of direct interest 
to American mycologists (my most 
recent information is that the United 
States is not a signatory to this Con- 
vention, although more than 140 other 
states and the European Community 
are), it seems likely that the CBD and 
the work now in progress to codify 
and implement it will come to largely 
define the terms under which biotic 
materials (1) can be acquired by visit- 
ing (foreign) scientists, and (2) can be 
transported across international bor- 
ders. 

Should I (or you) ever need or 
desire to become an expert in this area, 
there is now a basic reference from 
which to proceed: "The Convention on 
Biological Diversity: issues of interest 
to the microbial scientist and micro- 
bial culture collections" by Lyle 
Glowka, Legal Officer, IUCN Envi- 
ronmental Law Center, Bonn, Ger- 
many. This paper appears (pp. 36-60) 
in the congress proceedings and is a 
clear and comprehensive introduction 
to CBD history, issues, and status. The 
proceedings from ICCC8 were pub- 
lished by the Centrallbureau voor 
Schimmelcultures, P.O. Box 273, 
3740 AG BAARN, The Netherlands. 
Contact Rob Samson for information. 
Phone: 3 1-21 54-8 1234. Fax: 3 1-2154- 
16 142, <samson@cbsc.nl>. 

This 497-page volume offers sev- 
eral papers of possible interest to my- 
cologists. In addition to the chapters 
on aspects of culture collections, there 
are sections of invited papers on mi- 
crobial biodiversity, evolution, and 

ecology, legal matters, techniques for 
rapid identification of cultures, biore- 
mediation, agriculture, infectious dis- 
ease, industrial applications, and, of 
course, the breeding of edible mush- 
rooms. Abstracts of posters take up the 
final 60 pages of the text. 

This is a good collection of infor- 
mation on microbial collections. For 
anyone contemplating using their 
passport to collect fungi, or to import 
or export cultures or specimens, it 
could be worthwhile to bone up on the 
CBD. [R. W. Kerrigan Research 
Dept., Sylvan Inc.] 

Microbiology and 
Molecular Genetics 
News from the Department of Mi- 
crobiology and Molecular Genetics, 
University of Vermont. The current 
project in our laboratory is a molecu- 
lar study of the B mating-type loci of 
Schizophyllum commune. We are 
finding that these loci contain at least 
one pheromone receptor gene and 
several genes encoding different 
pheromones capable of activating the 
B regulated pathway of nuclear mi- 
gration and hook-cell fusion in strains 
of other B mating-type specificities. 
This work is being funded by NSF and 
has been started as part of a collabora- 
tion with other investigators abroad. 
Recent publications include: a char- 
acterization of the B alpha 1 locus by 
Wendland et al., 1995, EMBO J. 
145271-5278 and a review entitled 
"Pheromones and Pheromone Recep- 
tors as Mating-type Determinants in 
Basidiomycetes", by Vaillancourt and 
Raper, 1996, Genetic Eng. Principles 
and Meth. 18:219-247. Reprints of the 
review article are available upon re- 
quest. [Carlene A. Raper] 

News from the Fungal 
Taxonomy Group in Brasilia 
Here at the Universidade de Brasilia 
the Project "Fungi of the Brazilian 
Cerrado" financed by "Bank of Brazil 
Foundation" presently has the follow- 
ing group working under my supervi- 
sion: Dr. Ludwig Pfenning (Visiting 

Associate Professor: taxonomy of mi- 
crofungi: asco and mitosporic fungi), 
Dr. Mariza A.S.V. Ferreira (Visiting 
Associate Professor: molecular taxon- 
omy of rust fungi), Leila T.P. Santos 
(taxonomy of microfungi: asco-, mito- 
sporic and rust fungi), Antonio Her- 
nandez-Gutierrez (Ph.D. student: tax- 
onomy of Cerrado litter fungi), 
Zuleide M. Chaves (MS student: Tax- 
onomy of fungi on Mauritia vinif- 
era-Palmae), Carlos A. Inacio (MS, 
associate researcher: taxonomy of 
ascomycetes and mitosporic fungi), 
Mariza Sanchez (MS: Curator of the 
Mycological Reference Collection). 

I wish to thank the Mycological 
Society of America for the gift of 3 8 
back volumes of Mycologia. We had 
them all hard bound and they are al- 
ready being used extensively by stu- 
dents and staff of our Department. We 
have the following Mycologia Vol- 
umes: 1, 6, 8, 12 to 15,20,24 to 26, 
28,32 to 36,38,40 to 44,47,48,53, 
54, 56, 58,60 to 67,69, and 7 1. We 
would appreciate the donation of ad- 
ditional volumes to complete our set 
because we lack funds for such acqui- 
sitions. Any additional volume will be 
very much welcome. [Jose Carmine 
Dianese, Universidade de Brasilia] 

News of Mycologists 
Dr. James R. Aist of the Department 
of Plant Pathology at Cornell Univer- 
sity was named a Fellow of the 
American Phytopathological Society 
at the annual meeting of the Society 
held in Indianapolis, Indiana, in July, 
1996. This honor recognized Dr. 
Aist's distinguished contributions in 
research, teaching and service to Plant 
Pathology. 

In December 1995 Bart Buyck was 
appointed curator of the mycology 
herbarium at the Laboratoire de 
Cryptogamie, Musturn National 
d'Histoire Naturelle, in Paris. He con- 
tinues the long-standing tradition in 
the study of tropical basidiomycetes 
developed by Patouillard, Heim and 



other French mycologists earlier this 
century with his own work on tropical 
Russulales. Working together with an 
enthusiastic team of young mycolo- 
gists, the African species of lnocybe, 
Cortinarius, Cantharellus and Lac- 
tarius have now been studied and a 
collecting trip to the woodlands of 
Madagascar scheduled for early 1997. 

Tom Harrington will be in Bloem- 
fontein, South Africa from January 
through June of 1997. During this 
sabbatical from Iowa State University, 
he will be working with Mike and 
Brenda Wingfield at the University of 
the Orange Free State on Ceratocystis 
and Armillaria species. His stay will 
be supported by a W. D. Wilson Vis- 
iting Fellowship from the Ernest Op- 
penheimer Memorial Trust. 

Ralph Kurtzman retired from the 
USDA Agriculture Research Service 
on January 3, 1997. He will still be 
actively writing and editing The Inter- 
national Journal of Mushroom Sci- 
ences from home. His new e-mail ad- 
dress is <rhktzj@worldnet.att.net>. 

A National Geographic Society Grant 
for $20,500 for studies on the endo- 
phytes of South American grasses was 
awarded to mycologists Jim White 
(Dept. of Plant Path., Rutgers Univer- 
sity) and Daniel Cabral (Departament 
de Ciencias Bologicas, Universidad of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina). 

Calendar of Events 

Carol Stiles is now an assistant pro- 
fessor in the Department of Biology at 
Valdosta State University in Valdosta, 
GA. She is teaching Introductory Bi- 
ology, Botany, Mycology and other 
courses. Currently, she is working to 
complete research projects on cran- 
berry fruit rot fungi from her previous 
post-doctoral position with Peter 
Oudemans at the Rutgers University 
Blueberry and Cranbeny Research and 
Extension Center. Carol can be 
reached at 912-333-5759 or <cstiles 
@grits.valdosta.peachnet.edu>. 

Member Input Needed 

We are in the early stages of putting 
together a Travel Grant proposal to 
NSF for IMC6 (6th Int. Mycological 
Congress) to be held August, 1998 in 
Jerusalem . The first task is to develop 
an estimate of how a travel grant 
would impact North American partici- 
pation in the Congress, and how this 
participation would strengthen North 
American mycology and the Congress. 

Please help us accomplish this by 
answering the following. Respond to 
Greg Mueller by e-mail <mueller 
@finppr.fmnh.org> or letter. 

1. I would like to attend the IMC6. 
(yes or no) 
2. My decision to attend is not de- 
pendent upon receiving supplemental 
support through the travel grant. (yes 
or no) 
3. I can only attend if I receive a sub- 
stantial part of the travel and reg. costs 
through supplemental sources (in the 
$1-2000 range). (yes or no) 
4. I attended one or more past IMCs. 
yes (which ones) or no 

March 18-23 1997. The 181h Fungal 
Genetics Meeting, Asilomar, CA. 
Contact: Dr. N. Louise Glass, Bio- 
technology Laboratory, University of 
British Columbia, Vancouver, B.C. 
V6T 1 W5 Canada; <glass@unixg. 
ubc.ca>. Fax: 604 822 6097. 

April 3-7,1997. A European Con- 
ference on Fungal Physiology and 
Biochemistry at the University of 
Nottingham UK.. Contact: John Pe- 
berdy <PLZJFP@plnl .life 
.nottingham.ac.uk>. 

April 26-27, 1997. Mid Atlantic 
States Mycology Conference, Shep- 
herd College in Shepherdstown, WV. 
Contact: John C. Landolt, Dept. of 
Biology, Shepherd College, Shepherd- 
stown, WV 25443; Phone: 304-876- 

5357. Fax: 304-876-3 101. <jlandolt 
@shepherd.wvnet.edu>. 

May 1-2,1997. Workshop on 
"Dermatophytes and other cutaneous 
fungi you're itching to know." Miami 
Beach, FL. Contact: Jim Harris, Ph.D. 
(Training Coordinator, Bureau of 
Laboratories, Texas Department of 
Health). Phone: 5 12-458-7566. Fax: 
5 12-458-7294. 
<jharris@laba.tdh.state.tx.us>. 

May 5-9, 1997. The Il lb New Zea- 
land Fungal Foray. Camp Wainui, 
Wainuiomata, Wellington (North Is- 
land of New Zealand). Contact: Geoff 
Ridley, NZ Forest Research Institute, 
Private Bag 3020, Rotorua, New Zea- 
land. Phone: +64 7 347 5899. Fax: 
+64 7 347 5333. <ridleyg@fii.cri.nD. 

June 15-20 1997. Tropical Diversity: 
Origins, Maintenance, and Conser- 
vation. Symposium and Annual 
Meeting jointly hosted by the Asso- 
ciation for Tropical Biology and the 
Organization for Tropical Studies, San 
Jose, Costa Rica. The Web sites will 
be a ready source of information, reg- 
istration forms, schedules, and ad- 
dresses. Visit ATB <http://ecology. 
umsl.edu/atb/> or OTS <http://www. 
ots.ac.cr/> or contact: OTS, PO Box 
676-2050, San Pedro, San Jose, Costa 
Rica. <atbots@ns.ots.ac.cr>. 

June 18-20, 1997. Annual meeting of 
the Pan American Aerobiology As- 
sociation at Harvard University, 
Cambridge MA. All who are inter- 
ested in aerobiology are welcome, and 



students are especially encouraged to 
attend and present their work. Many 
presentations are of preliminary data 
or works in progress, and the meeting 
is designed to allow extensive group 
discussion of each paper. Topics from 
previous meetings have included air 
transport of plant pathogens, predic- 
tive modeling of airborne pollen and 
spore concentrations, factors control- 
ling fungal growth, relationships be- 
tween fungi and allergic disease. 
Contact: Mike Muilenberg (<mmuil 
@hsph.harvard.edu>) or Harriet 
Burge (<hburge@hohp.harvard.edu>) 
or write to either of us at Harvard 
School of Public Health, 665 Hunt- 
ington Avenue, Boston MA 02 1 15. 

August 3-7, 1997. AIBSMSA, Mont- 
real, Quebec. MSA program chair is 
Steve Miller. 

August 14-17, 1997. NAMA Foray, 
Copper Mountain Resort in Summit 
County, Colorado. 

August 24-29, 1997. Society for In- 
vertebrate Pathology Annual Meet- 
ing, Banff, Alberta, Canada. Deadline 
for submission of abstracts is 1 April. 
Contact Andrew Keddie, Department 
of Biological Sciences, University of 
Alberta, Edmonton, AB T6G 2E9, 
Phone: 403-492-0455. Fax: 403-492- 
1767. <akeddie@gpu.srv 
.ualberta.ca> or Martin Erlandson, 
AAFC Saskatoon Research Centre, 
107 Science Place, Saskatoon, SK 
S7N 0x2, Phone: 306-956-7276; Fax: 
306-956-7274. <erlandsonrn@ 
em.agr.ca>. 

August 27-30,1997. The Natural 
Areas Association will hold its 24"' 
Annual Conference in Portland, Ore- 
gon. The theme of "Bridging the Natu- 
ral and Social Landscape" will chal- 
lenge us to find areas of common 

ground and to form linkages between 
the natural and the cultural/ 
socioeconomic values of landscapes. 
We plan to reassess the role of all 
kinds of natural areas in today's soci- 
ety and examine the role they may 
play in the future. The conference will 
include symposia, contributed papers 
and poster sessions, field trips, social 
events, and business meetings. The 
call for papers will go out in early 
February. Contact: Natural Areas As- 
sociation, Attn: 997 Conference In- 
formation, PO Box 23712, Tigard, OR 
97281-3712. 

August 30-September 6,1997. 
Autumn Foray of the British Myco- 
logical Society at Kindrogan Field 
Centre, near Pitlochry in Perthshire, 
Scotland. Contact: Adrian Newton and 
Lynn Davy, the organisers at 
<a.newton@ed.ac.u> or by mail: 
Adrian Newton, Kingsmuir Hall, Bon- 
nington Road, Peebles, Scotland. 
EH45 9HE. [Ernest E. Emmett, 
<e.emmett@rbgkew.org.uk>] 

September 15-1 7, 1997.15th Long 
Ashton International Symposium, 
UK. Understanding Pathosystems: a 
focus on Septoria (genetics and 
variation of the pathogen, host- 
pathogen interaction, population dy- 
namics and ecology, and disease man- 
agement and decision support). Con- 
tact: IACR-Long Ashton Research 
Station, Department of Agricultural 
Sciences, University of Bristol, Long 
Ashton, Bristol, BS18 9AF. 
<Christine.Cooke@bbsrc.ac.uk>. 

October 15-17, 1997. VI Mexican 
Mycological Congress. Convention 
Center of Tapachula, Chiapas, Mex- 
ico. Keynote speakers will include: S. 
Bartnicki-Garcia (U. Cal., USA), G. 
Guzman (Inst. de Ecol., Mex.), D.L. 
Hawksworth (IMI, UK), J. Labarrere 

Mycological Classifieds 
Read the Mycological Classifieds for Courses 
announcements of courses, employ- 
ment opportunities, positions wanted, Dermatophytes and non- 
and mycological goods and services dermatophytes from nails and skin: 
offered or needed. identification and interpretation. 

Saturday June 7, 1997 at XI11 Interna- 

(INRA, Fr.), Ruben Lopez (Fac. de 
Medicina UNAM, Mex.), D. Mar- 
tinez-Carrera (Col. de Postgrad. 
Mex.), D. Royse (Penn. State Univ. 
USA), M. Palm (Mycological Society 
of America), and M. Ulloa (Instituto 
de Biologia, UNAM, Mex.). For addi- 
tional information contact: Jose E. 
Sanchez Vazquez, ECOSUR- 
Tapachula, Apdo. Postal 36. Ta- 
pachula, Chiapas. 30700 Mexico. 

1998 (February 12-17). AAAS, Phila- . 
delphia, PA. 

1998 (June). Mycological Society of 
America. Puerto Rico. M. Berbee, 
Program Chair. 

1998 (July). International Congress 
of Mycorrhizae. Uppsala, Sweden. 
See <http://www.slu.se/icom2/ 
icom2.html> 

1998 (August 2-6). AIBS/Ecological 
Society of America, Baltimore, MD. 

1998 (August 23-28). 6Ih Interna- 
tional Mycological Congress, Jeru- 
salem. 

Visit <http://lsb380.plbio.lsu.edu/ 
ima/index.html> for additional infor- 
mation. 

1998 August. International Plant 
Pathology Congress, Scotland. 

1999 (July 26-30). The Third Inter- 
national Congress on the Systemat- 
ics and Ecology of Myxomycetes will 
be held in Beltsville, Maryland. Con- 
tact: Lafayette Frederick, Biology De- 
partment, Howard University, Wash- 
ington, DC 20059 or Steve Stephen- 
son, Department of Biology, Fairmont 
State College, Fairmont, WV 26554 
(<sls@fscvax.wvnet.edu>). 

tional Congress of the International 
Society for Human and Animal My- 
cology (ISHAM) in Salsomagiorre 
(near Parma) Italy. Workshop in- 
structors: Richard C. Summerbell, 
Ontario Ministry of Health, Toronto, 



Ontario and Lynne Sigler, University 
of Alberta Microfungus Collection and 
Herbarium, Edmonton, Alberta, Can- 
ada. Format: lectures and practical 
laboratory. For further information on 
Congress or Workshop and to register, 
contact ISHAM Secretariate IMEDEX 
@ P.O. Box 3283,5203 DG 
's-Hertogenbosch, Netherlands. 
Phone: 01 1-3 1-73-6429285. Fax: 01 l- 
3 1-73-64 14766. <imedex@pi.net>. 

cludes individual training. Self-study 
programs are also available at a lower 
fee. Contact: Lynne Sigler, Curator & 
Professor, University of Alberta Mi- 
crofungus Collection and Herbarium, 
Devonian Botanic Garden, Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada T6G 2E 1. Phone: 1 - 
403-987-481 1. Fax: 1-403-987-4141. 
<Lynne.Sigler@ualberta.ca>. 

Fungi Wanted 

Field Mycology Course in the Adi- 
rondacks 16 July to 28 July 1997. 
Three semester hours of undergradu- 
ate or graduate credit. Emphasis is on 
field work and laboratory techniques 
used in identifying macrofungi. Lec- 
tures and laboratory topics cover mor- 
phology, taxonomy, ecology and eco- 
nomic importance of the macrofungi. 
For more information please contact 
Dr. Timothy J. Baroni, Department of 
Biological Sciences, POB 2000, 
SUNY-Cortland, Cortland, NY 13045. 
Phone: 607-753-2725. Fax: 607-753- 
2927. <BaroniTJ@SNYcorva. 
Cortland.edu>. 

Medical Mycology: the clinical and 
technical aspects. Wednesday June 25 
to Friday June 27, 1997 at the Mich- 
ener Institute for Applied Health Sci- 
ences, 222 St. Patrick Street, Toronto, 
ON M5T 1V4. Phone: 1-416-596- 
3 101. Contact Gail Chipperfield. In- 
structors: Subhash Mohan, Richard C. 
Summerbell, Lynne Sigler, Susan 
Richardson, Anne Phillips, Ivi Camp- 
bell, Harry Richardson. Format: lec- 
tures and practical laboratory. 

Individual training is available by 
arrangement at the University of Al- 
berta Microfungus Collection and 
Herbarium in one or more of the fol- 
lowing areas: identification of human 
pathogenic fungi; identification of 
fungi involved in indoor air problems; 
and fungal isolation, cultivation and 
preservation 

The University of Alberta Micro- 
fungus Collection houses over 8700 
specimens, microscopic slides and 
illustrative material which may be 
examined. Fee $200 U.S.per day in- 

Collections of Spinellus and viable 
cultures (if available). Contact Barrie 
Overton, Southern Illinois Univ., Car- 
bondale, IL 62901. Home Phone: 6 18- 
687-4838. <barrie@cehs.siu.edu>. 

I am seeking isolates of Pilobolus be- 
lieved to be P. heterosporus, P. nanus, 
and P. oedipus. These species are 
rarely reported and I would like to 
know if anyone has isolates that may 
be of any of these species. Contact: 
Michael Foos, Biological Science, 
Indiana University East, Richmond, 
M 47374. Phone: 3 17-973-8303. 
<foos@indiana.edu>. 

I am in need of clinical isolates of 
Rhizopus rnicrosporus and Rhizopus 
oryzae. Contact: David A. Logan, 
Ph.D., Clark Atlanta Univ., Depart- 
ment of Biological Sciences, 266 Lee 
Street, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia 303 14 
USA. Phone: 404-880-6830. Fax: 404- 
880-6756. <dlogan@cau.edu>. 

Mycological Goods and Services 

Mold Identification Service. We 
identify molds and other fungi for 
industry, agriculture and academia. 
Abbey Lane Laboratory, P.O. Box 
1665, Philomath, Oregon, USA 
97370. VoiceMail54 1-929-5984. 
<microbe@pioneer.net>. Home Page: 
<http://www.pioneer.netl-microbelab 
beylab.htrnl>. 

The University of Alberta Micro- 
fungus Collection and Herbarium 
(UAMH) is a Canadian repository for 
fungus cultures of importance in 
medicine, agriculture, forestry and 
pharmaceutical and industrial applica- 
tions. Over 8400 strains are currently 

held and a Catalogue is available 
($1 5.00 including postage). Services 
include: culture depository (general 
and safe deposit); culture distribution 
(catalogue available); significant col- 
lections of ecto-, orchid and ericoid 
mycorrhizal fungi, Onygenales and 
keratinophilic fungi, human patho- 
gens, Hyphomycetes, soil fungi; con- 
sultation; identifications; analyses of 
mold problems (contamination & hy- 
giene, human pathogens, biodeteriora- 
tion, indoor air quality); contract re- 
search; professional training and data- 
base (transfer to WWW pending). 
Price schedule available upon request. 
Contact: Lynne Sigler, Curator, Uni- 
versity of Alberta Microfungus 
Collection and Herbarium, Devonian 
Botanic Garden, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 2E1 

Publications Available 

Mycologue Publications (which now 
donates all after-tax profits to envi- 
ronmental causes) announces the ap- 
pearance of a new publication for my- 
corrhiza researchers: A Manual of 
Concise Descriptions of North 
American Ectomycorrhizae. Details 
of this and other mycological offerings 
can be found at our web site: 
<http://www.pacificcoast.net/-mycolo 
g b .  Contact: Bryce Kendrick, 8727 
Lochside Drive, Sidney, BC V8L 
1M8, Canada. Phone: 250-655-505 1. 
Fax: 250-655-0755. <mail: my- 
colog@pacificcoast.net>. 

From a letter from Murray M. Brown: 
"I have a very fine autographed copy 
of Charles MacIlvane's book, 'One 
Thousand American Fungi,' While I 
do not know the current dollar value it 
would seem that for such a fine copy 
that it would be worth at least 
$500.00." Murray Brown can be 
reached at Quarry Road, W- 184, 
Warwick, MA 01378-9330 USA. 

The genus Boletus on CD ROM. For 
information visit the Web site, 
<http://www.arcobaleno.com/progetto/ 
efunghi>. 
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Rahway, NJ 07065-0900 

Myco Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
Suite 2200 
One Kendall Square 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
Pharmaceutical development from a 
comprehensive base of mycology, fungal 
genetics, and chemistry. 

Mycosearch, Inc. 
Five Oaks Office Park, Suite 6, 
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Ecology - Pathology (including phytopathology, medical mycology, symbiotic associations, saprobic 
relationships and community structure/dynamics) 

Genetics - Molecular Biology (including transmission, population and molecular genetics and molecular mechanisms 
of gene expression) 

Systematics - Evolution (including taxonomy, comparative morphology molecular systematics, phylogenetic 
inference, and population biology) 

PAYMENT: 

CHECK [Payable to The Mycological Society of America and drawn in US$ on a US bank] 

CREDIT CARD: VISA MASTERCARD 

Expiration Date: 

Account No.: 

Name as it appears on the card: 

Mail membership form and payment to: 
Mycological Society of America 
Attn: Karen Hickey 
P.O. Box 1897 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8897 
phone: 800-627-0629 

913-843-1221 
fax: 913-843-1274 


