A University of Central Missouri research team from the Department of Biology will be featured on the PBS program “Wild Chronicles” to be broadcast on or around Feb. 22 as Episode #318 on PBS television stations nationwide.

Entitled “Smoky Mountains Treetop Exploration,” the 5-7 minute segment is taken from footage filmed by National Geographic Society television producer Jason Orfanon during July, 2008 in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  Boyd Matson serves as the host and narrator. The day and time or the broadcast may vary from station to station.  

The storyline documents the exploration of the tree canopy using the double rope climbing technique by the UCM research team. Two graduate student climbers, Sydney E. Everhart and Courtney M. Kilgore, demonstrate how to access, climb, and gather samples (myxomycetes, macrofungi, lichens, mosses, liverworts, and ferns) from the tree canopy.  Dr. Harold W. Keller, visiting professor of biology at UCM, coordinates the ground crew and serves as the principal investigator for the research project titled “RUI: Biodiversity and Ecology of Tree Canopy Biota in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.”

This project was financially supported in part by the National Geographic Committee for Research and Exploration Grant, National Science Foundation, Biodiversity Surveys and Inventories Award, Division of Environmental Biology, and Discover Life in America Award. 

"Season three of Wild Chronicles continues to build on the strong success of reporting directly from the field, as the story happens," said Matson. "Visiting the field sites of the scientists and adventurers that we work with every day and becoming part of the story helps this series transport viewers into an otherwise unseen world of exploration." 

“The unique access of Wild Chronicles to National Geographic Mission Programs, which supports pioneering research and expeditions through programs such as the Conservation Trust, Expeditions Council and the National Geographic Explorers-in-Residence program, continues to be a major source of stories for the series. National Geographic Mission Programs enables a one-of-a-kind, direct connection to scientists, researchers and explorers in the wild, opening a window to an otherwise inaccessible world that viewers want to see.” 

“Wild Chronicles looks at the human relationship with nature, highlighting breakthrough science that offers real hope for the future. Wild Chronicles is presented on public television stations by National Geographic Society Mission Programs—the arm of the Society that supports pioneering research and field expeditions through programs such as the Committee for Research and Exploration, the Expeditions Council, the Conservation Trust, and the Explorers-in-Residence Program. 

Wild Chronicles is presented in partnership with World Wildlife Fund, Lindblad Expeditions, and WLIW New York.”  

Attribution: Quotations from “Wild Chronicles” web site.
