2017 International Travel Award Winners
International Travel Award: Jorge Díaz-Valderrama

Jorge Díaz-Valderrama is a Ph.D. candidate at Purdue University working in Dr. Cathie
Aime’s lab. His research project focuses on understanding the genetic diversity, and
the mating and dispersal biology of the fungus Moniliophthora roreri, one of the most
important pathogens of cacao in Latin America. In 2016 he received the MSA Clark T.
Rogerson Award to support a research trip to Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia, where he
collected M. roreri samples to conduct a population genetics study of this fungus.
Jorge thanks the Society for supporting his attendance to the MSA 2017 Annual
Meeting in Athens, Georgia and to the 2017 Latin America Congress of Mycology in
Lima, Peru. He is looking forward to share the results from this study with the
mycological community.

International Travel Award: Camille Truong

Camille Truong is from Switzerland and obtained her PhD at the University of
Geneva on the taxonomy and molecular phylogenetics of Neotropical lichens. Her
research includes taxonomy, systematics, evolution and ecology of South American
fungi. Before and during her PhD she worked as Curator Assistant at the Conservatory
and Botanical Garden of Geneva (Switzerland). She now shares her time between the
Austral Research Center in Tierra del Fuego (Argentina) and the University of Florida
where she is a post-doc in Matthew Smith’s lab. Her ongoing postdoctoral project
focuses on ectomycorrhizal associations in southern temperate forests. It combines
biodiversity and biogeography studies with the functional role of soil fungi in southern
Patagonian.

International Travel Award: Daniel Raudabaugh

Daniel Raudabaugh is a third year Ph.D. candidate in the lab of Dr. Andrew Miller at
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He obtained a B.A. from Juniata
College, a B.S. from Lock Haven University, and a M.S. from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. His Ph.D. research focuses on examining the community
composition of aquatic bog and freshwater stream fungi, determining the functional
and ecological roles of each species, and evaluating how differential habitat section
pressure may alter fungal distribution and ecological function. Support from the
Mycological Society of America will be used to attend and present research at the IX
Latin American Mycological Congress in Lima, Peru.
International Travel Award: Dr. Hector Urbina

Dr. Hector Urbina received a B.S. and M.S. in Biology at Universidad Simon Bolivar
(Caracas, Venezuela), and a Ph.D. in Systematics and Phylogenetics of yeasts at
Louisiana State University (2012). After two years, as Postdoctoral Researcher in the
Department of Ecology and Genetics at Uppsala University (Uppsala, Sweden), he has
joined Dr. Cathie Aime’s laboratory in the Department of Botany and Plant Pathology at
Purdue University. Hector focuses his research in the description of fungi diversity in
association with the guts of insects, soils, and crops, with a scientific production of 16
peer-reviewed articles. Hector is an active member of the Latin American Mycological

Association and he has helped to organized symposia in three meetings in Costa Rica,
Colombia and the upcoming meeting in Lima, Peru entitled, “Advances in the
Knowledge of Cryptic Symbiotic Relationship: A Vision From Parasitism to Mutualist,”
and he will also give an oral presentation. He is profoundly grateful for the MSA
International Award to support Latin American mycological research, and continues to
strive in his own research to advance the Mycological sciences.
International Travel Awards Committee: Maria P. Martin-Esteban, Chair; Gábor M.
Kovács; Else Vellinga; Marc Stadler
MSA Award Coordinator: Andrea Porras-Alfaro, Department of Biological
Sciences, Western Illinois University, a-porras-alfaro@wiu.edu.

