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I recently had the pleasure of publishing a science journalism
piece in Slate magazine. The story first discusses a new treatment
for mushroom poisonings caused by the most deadly mushroom
toxins, amatoxins. I explained how amatoxins wreak havoc in the
body, and how much of the medical advice regarding these poi-
sonings is outdated. A tragic number of poisoning victims still die,
but a new drug that protects the liver will hopefully change that.
The second half of the story explains the invasion history of the
Death Cap mushroom, Amanita phalloides, which is believed to be
responsible for more mushroom-related deaths than any other.
This mushroom is native only to Europe, but was accidentally
spread around the world with plant soils, undergoing a host shift in
the process. 

I’m really excited that so many people read the piece, and
hope knowledge of the new drug saves lives. There was more ma-
terial I wanted to include in the story, but couldn’t either because
of space restrictions or because it was deemed too technical for a
general audience. If you enjoyed the story and want to know more,
read on. Or, if you want to read the whole story first, go here.

In case I ruffled the feathers of Amanita or Lepiota specialists,
let it be said that Death Cap isn’t the only amatoxin-producing
mushroom that physicians need to contend with. After A. phal-
loides, the most common bad actors are the Destroying Angels, A.
bisporigera in the US and A. virosa in Europe. A west coast na-
tive, Amanita ocreata, also contains amatoxins. There have been
amatoxin poisonings from folks who consumed Gallerina species
and Lepiotas as well.

You may also be wondering ‘exactly how many people do
amatoxins actually poison?’ 

According to Dr. Todd Mitchell, the medical doctor adminis-
tering the clinical trial for the new amatoxin treatment, amatoxins
poison one to two dozen Americans every year, on average. This
number varies considerably, however, depending both on the
weather and subsequent fruiting body density, and the nature of
the cases. 

In tragic cases like this one, a group of people consumes a
batch of mushrooms together, and several individuals die. Of the
mushroom poisonings that are likely to result in death, likely more
than 95% of them are amatoxin cases. This translates to an aver-
age of only 2-3 US deaths every year, but deaths are increasing as
mushroom foraging becomes more popular.

Mushroom poisonings are more common in Europe, especial-
ly as one travels farther East. Much more so than the British, Slav-
ic people embrace mushroom foraging as a cultural pastime. Like
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any inherently risky activity, the more people that engage in
it, the more likely there are to be fatalities. Thus, total annu-
al European amatoxin poisonings number in the hundreds,
and are also increasing in recent years as the population di-
versifies.

I was the most surprised to learn of the equally high case-
load from India, especially in the Assam region. Dr. Todd
Mitchell said that as Amanita phalloides spreads there, many
poverty-stricken individuals pick and consume it. The initial
poisoning symptoms, vomiting and diarrhea, are often mis-
taken for more prevalent local illnesses. “Death is so cheap on
the Indian subcontinent that it’s only been recently that we’ve
been able to appreciate there’s a much greater number of
cases there than we had ever dreamed,” Mitchell says. 

Treating all these cases is no easy thing, considering the
poison he’s up against.

The secret of amatoxins’ resilience is in their chemical
structure: a bunch of chains of the usual elemental suspects
(carbon, nitrogen, oxygen, and hydrogen), hanging off two
carbon rings held together by a bridge. This particular bridge
involves sulfur and tryptophan. On its lonesome, L-trypto-
phan is an essential amino acid found in poultry and fish. In
amatoxins, tryptophan combines with sulfur and other ele-
ments to form the hyper-strong bridge that makes amatoxins
so hearty.

Once ingested, the amatoxins retain their Herculean poi-
soning potential.

“They’re completely unaffected by the normally dena-
turing, acidic environment of the stomach,” explains
Mitchell. “They are completely un-phased by the digestive
proteases that we secrete from the pancreas. And once ab-
sorbed, unlike most other molecules, [it undergoes] no meta-
bolic transformation or detoxification by the liver or by any
other organ.”

The unusual nature of amatoxins has baf-
fled doctors for centuries. Though the clinical
trial Mitchell runs was created to test a specif-
ic drug, one of the most valuable results to
come out of it is an understanding of which
medical procedures benefit a patient, and
which don’t. Until this trial, the critical role of
intravenous hydration had not been empha-
sized. When done in a timely fashion, coupling
aggressive hydration with draining the gall
bladder has saved lives, even in the absence of
the new drug or a liver transplant. 

Mitchell’s clinical trial is unique in that
there is no University or medical school associ-
ation. Instead of being spread across a few cen-
ters across the US, and only treating local poi-
soning victims, the team works with patients
wherever they present with symptoms. Though
the team has treated the majority of US cases
since 2009, it has taken several years to accu-
mulate 60 patients. Despite the obvious effica-
cy of the drug it will be years until the team has
enough of a sample size to publish their results. 

For obvious ethical reasons, physicians can’t perform
double blind trials to speed up the drug-approval process.
Amatoxins are simply too dangerous. 

One Nobel prize winner brought attention to a new treat-
ment for stomach ulcers the fast way: by drinking a Petri dish
of Helicobacter pylori to intentionally give himself a stom-
ach ulcer, Australian physician Barry Marshall then treated
his ulcer with antibiotics, fulfilling Koch’s postulate. Prior to
the stunt, the medical community had been reluctant to ac-
cept his claims that a bacterium could cause ulcers in the
acidic environment of the stomach. 

When I asked Dr. Mitchell if he’d ever considered a sim-
ilar experiment with the new amatoxin treatment, he replied,
“I’m not as brave as Marshall.”

Luckily, he doesn’t have to be. People are very excited
to hear news of a possible cure for mushroom poisonings. 

The piece I wrote on the treatment went viral, and has
been picked up by a number of other online news magazines,
including Discovery, Popular Science, Business Standard,
Slash Dot, Real Clear Science, and several others. It was
even covered by the New India Express. The Discovery spin-
off article was further picked up by several additional web-
sites, including Canada Environmental News. Hopefully this
news coverage will help poisoning victims get the medical
attention they really need, whether they are in North Ameri-
ca, India, or elsewhere.

In the mean time, be careful out there, brave mushroom
foragers, and happy hunting.

—Cat Adams 

Cat is currently studying the evolution of spice tolerance in fungal
pathogens of wild chili peppers. She is also the Communications
Chair of the MSA Student Section, and enjoys writing about fungi
whenever she has the time.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7339207.stm
http://news.discovery.com/earth/plants/deadliest-mushroom-in-the-world-is-spreading-140210.htm
http://www.popsci.com/article/science/found-possible-antidote-death-cap-mushroom-poisoning
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/avoid-this-deadliest-mushroom-that-is-spreading-fast-114021201199_1.html
http://beta.slashdot.org/story/198049
http://www.realclearscience.com/2014/02/12/the_delicious_mushroom_that_kills_people_257513.html
http://www.newindianexpress.com/lifestyle/health/Avoid-this-Deadliest-Mushroom-that-is-Spreading-Fast/2014/02/12/article2052923.ece#.Uy2h1V6jLIg
http://www.canadaka.net/news/topic/20-environmental
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The Spring 2014 ballot will be run by electronic vote from 17
April to 16 May 16, 2014. An email notice will be sent with in-
structions for accessing the ballot. Be sure to vote on time so that
your vote is counted. Those unable to access the voting website
can contact the MSA Vice President Kerry O’Donnell at
Kerry.odonnell@ars.usda.gov; or contact MSA Executive Vice
President Lori Carris by email (carris@wsu.edu), phone (509-335-
3733) or mail (P.O. Box 646430, Washington State University,
Pullman WA 99164-6430). As in the past, paper ballots will be
sent to those members without email addresses. The Spring 2014
ballot includes proposed amendments to the MSA By-Laws. The
Spring 2014 ballot also includes elections for MSA Council posi-
tions Vice President and four Councilors. The following outstand-
ing nominees have agreed to stand for election to MSA Council:

Vice President
Georgiana May, Ph.D. University of
California - Berkeley 1987. Profes-
sor, Department of Ecology, Evolu-
tion and Behavior, University of
Minnesota. Research interests in-
clude evolution of fungal interac-
tions with other organisms with ap-
plications to biocontrol. MSA
activities: Genetics Councilor
(twice), Awards or Distinctions
Committee (twice), organized sym-
posia or workshops on Mating type
genes, Population Genetics, Com-
munity Genetics at MSA and Asilo-
mar Fungal Genetics meetings.

Donald O. Natvig, Ph.D. University
of California - Berkeley 1981. Pro-
fessor of Biology and Director of the
Sevilleta Field Station, University of
New Mexico. Research interests in-
clude fungal molecular genetics, ge-
nomics, evolution and ecology. Past
service to MSA: Mycologia Editor-
in-Chief (2004-2009) and Associate
Editor (2003-2004), InoculumEditor
(2010-2013), Student Awards Com-
mittee (2004) and Chair of Editorial
Advisory Committee (2011-pres-
ent). Natvig is a Fellow of MSA
(2012) and AAAS (2013).

Councilor Cell Biology/Physiology
Terry W. Hill, Ph.D. University of
Florida 1978. Professor of Biology,
Rhodes College, Memphis, TN.
Member of MSA since 1974. Prior
service to MSA: Awards Committee
(member & Chair); Cell Biology &
Genetics Committee (member &
Chair); Interim Counselor for Cell
Biology 2003-4. Research interests
include cell wall metabolism and
septation in Aspergillus nidulans.

Meritxell Riquelme, Ph.D. Universi-
ty of California - Riverside 2000.
Research Professor, Department of
Microbiology at the Center for Sci-
entific Research and Higher Educa-
tion of Ensenada (CICESE). Re-
search interests include combined
use of molecular biology and confo-
cal microscopy to study basic as-
pects of hyphal morphogenesis in
fungi, defining the biochemical role
and secretory routes of vesicles in-
volved in the polar growth of a fun-
gal hypha, and the ecological distri-
bution of the human pathogen Coccidioides spp., a fungus that
causes Coccidiodomycosis or Valley Fever in the semi-arid re-
gions of Baja California and neighboring states. Currently editor
of Fungal Biology. Service to MSA: member of Karling Lecture
Committee (chair 2007-2008) and Genetics and Cell Biology
Committee (chair 2009-2010). Elected member of the Neu-
rospora Policy Committee (2008-2012), the Fungal Genetics
Policy Committee (since 2013), and the International Fungal
Biology Conference Steering Committee (since 2014).

Councilor Ecology/Pathology
Marin Talbot Brewer, Ph.D. Cornell
University 2011. Assistant Profes-
sor, Department of Plant Pathology,
University of Georgia. Research in-
terests include the evolution of host
specialization and fungal mating sys-
tems, and population genetics and
genomics of fungi causing emerging
plant diseases. Teaches two fungal
biology classes at the University of
Georgia (more than 350 students in 3
years). Currently serving the MSA
on the Membership Committee and
Annual Meeting Committee (co-Chair of Local Arrangements,
2017).

Matthew T. Kasson, Ph.D. Pennsyl-
vania State University 2012. Assis-
tant Professor of Plant Pathology,
West Virginia University; post-doc
at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University investigating the
role of members of the Fusarium
solani species complex in thousand
cankers disease of black walnut as
well as use of Lecanicillium muscar-
ium as a potential biocontrol of hem-
lock woolly adelgid. Research inter-
ests include forest pathology, fungal
ecology, fungal-insect interactions,
and systematics and evolutionary biology of fungi. Member of
MSA since 2008. Served as chair of the Forest Pathology Com-
mittee (American Phytopathological Society) in 2013.

Candidates for MSA Offices on the Spring 2014 Ballot

Continued on following page
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Councilor Genetics/
Molecular Biology
Scott E. Baker, Ph.D. Northwestern
University 1996. Staff Scientist and
Biology Lead, Environmental Mo-
lecular Sciences Laboratory, Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory and
Scientist, DOE Joint BioEnergy In-
stitute. Research interests include
fungal biotechnology, genomics and
genetics, especially as they relate to
secondary metabolite production,
enzyme secretion and cell morpholo-
gy. Currently a member of the MSA
Genetics and Cell Biology Committee and outgoing Chair of the
IUM Mycology Division. 

Stephen A. Rehner, Ph.D. University
of Washington 1989. Research Mi-
crobiologist, USDA-ARS, Systemat-
ic Mycology and Microbiology Lab-
oratory. MSA member since 1983.
Research interests include phyloge-
netic systematics, molecular ecolo-
gy, population genetics, clonal evo-
lution of insect pathogenic fungi.
Associate Editor for Mycologia,
2010-2014.

Councilor Systematics/Evolution
Kentaro Hosaka, Ph.D. Oregon
State University 2005. Curator of
Mycology, Division of Fungi and
Algae, Department of Botany, Na-
tional Museum of Nature and Sci-
ence, Japan (2008-present). Re-
search interests include fungal
biodiversity, phylogenetics, and bio-
geography, especially mushroom-
forming fungi. Past service to MSA
includes Student Awards Committee
(2008-2011). Associate Editor for
the journals Fungal Biology, My-
coKeys and Mycoscience. 

Matthew E. Smith, Ph.D. University
of California - Davis 2006. Assistant
Professor, Department of Plant
Pathology, Curator of Fungal
Herbarium (FLAS), University of
Florida since 2011. Research inter-
ests include fungal ecology, system-
atics and diversity with a special
focus on ectomycorrhizal fungi and
sequestrate fungi (truffles). MSA ac-
tivities and awards include: member
(2000–present), Forest Ecology re-
search award (2003), AH and HV
Smith Award (2006), education
committee (2009-present), biodiversity committee (2012-pres-
ent). Academic Editor at PLOS One (2013-).

Time for some spring cleaning of homes and offices!
Why not donate a portion of your mycological treasure trove
to the MSA auction, which will occur after the banquet at
MSA’s annual meeting in East Lansing, MI, on June 11,
2014. We are looking for Everything Fungus, including lit-
erature, mushroom memorabilia, mushroom stamps, spalted
woodworking … everything and all things fungi! All pro-
ceeds will go to the Endowment Fund, which is the source of
our research and travel awards. Please send me email of what
you would like to contribute, preferably before May 15, so I

can make up a catalog for your perusal before the event. You
can bring your items to the registration table or mail them to:

Dr. Jessie A. Glaeser
Forest Products Laboratory
One Gifford Pinchot Dr.
Madison, WI 53726

I am also looking for enthusiastic auctioneers and set-up
assistants!

—Jessie A. Glaeser
MSA Endowment Chair

jglaeser@fs.fed.us
608-231-9215

MSA Auction Donation Request
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Greetings! As I write this column, most of the
snow has melted here in Pullman and we are
starting to see signs of spring. I have a number
of activities to report, including the midyear Ex-
ecutive Council meeting, Council approval of a
fourth new Executive Editor, the upcoming
Spring Ballot, and updates on the annual meet-
ing to be held June 8-12 at the Kellogg Center
on the campus of Michigan State University in
East Lansing, MI. 

Council Business: Seven email polls were sent
out for Council input since my February col-
umn, and these included approval of Keith
Seifert to a five year term as Executive Editor,
proposals from Special Expertise Committees to
provide funds to symposia at the 2014 Annual
Meeting, a request for discounted membership
from an international member, proposed changes to require-
ments for the Weston Award, and Honorary Member and MSA
Fellow nominations. The Executive Council held its annual
Midyear Meeting via phone conference on January 26. Minutes
from the Midyear Meeting and midyear reports submitted by
officers and committees are published in this issue of Inocu-
lum. MSA provides special expertise committees up to $500
annually to use in support of activities at annual meetings.
Council received proposals to support symposia from the fol-
lowing committees: Biodiversity, Conservation, Culture Col-
lection, Ecology, Environmental Health & Medical Mycology,
Genetics & Cell Biology and Phytopathology.  

Spring Ballot: This year’s spring ballot includes elections for
MSA Vice President and four Councilors (Cell Biology/Physi-
ology, Genetics/Molecular Biology, Systematics/Evolution,
and Ecology/Pathology) and proposed By-laws changes to
allow the formation of special sections, including the Student
Section. Candidates were identified through member nomina-
tions and the Nominations Committee.  A call for nominations
was sent out to members by email on November 22, 2103.  As
in the past, the ballot will be conducted using Survey Monkey.
Members will receive notice of the ballot by email from
msa@allenpress.com. You will not need your membership
number to vote, and it will only take a couple of minutes to
complete the ballot. I encourage all members to participate. If
you have any questions about the spring ballot, please feel free
to contact me.  

New Members: I would like to extend a warm welcome to the
following new and returning members who joined MSA in
March. Their membership will be formally approved at the
2014 Annual Business Meeting in East Lansing, MI.

Argentina: Leopoldo Iannone
Estonia: Maarja Öpik
United States: Jennifer Jones, Harold Larsen, Kristi Gdanetz
MacCready, Keisuke Obase

2014 Membership Renewal: MSA member-
ship renewal notices were sent out by email in
early November, and renewal reminders are
being sent out to those members who have not
yet renewed. Are you planning to attend the an-
nual meeting and have not yet renewed your
membership?  Reduced meeting registration is
just one of the many benefits of membership, so
be sure to renew before registering for the meet-
ing.  Membership renewal is also a great time to
make a donation to the Society to help support
student travel and research awards. A complete
list of funds can be found on the MSA Business
site under <Donations>. Please contact me with
any suggestions or feedback on the membership
renewal or donation process.  

Annual Meeting: This year’s annual meeting
will be held June 8-12 at the Kellogg Center on the beautiful
campus of Michigan State University, East Lansing. The MSA
Foray will be held Sunday, June 8 at the Waterloo Recreation
Area, a state park with 20,000 acres of diverse habitat includ-
ing forested wetland, bog, and mature oak-hickory forests near
Chelsea, Michigan. The abstract submission deadline was ex-
tended to March 31, early registration closed March 31, and the
last day for late registration is May 15.  Check the meeting site
(http://msafungi.org/MSAconference/) for information on
meeting and foray registration, abstract submission and meet-
ing schedule.

REMINDER: MSA Directory Update: Did you receive the
email notices that are mentioned in this column? If not, please
check that your directory information is up-to-date. The Socie-
ty relies on email to bring you timely information on MSA
news, awards, elections, meetings and other activities. To en-
sure that you receive those important Society blast emails and
Inoculum, take a few minutes to confirm the accuracy of your
contact information in the online directory. This can be ac-
cessed via our website (www.msa.org)—look for the “Member
Services” box in the bottom left corner of the page. If you have
renewed your membership and don’t find your name in the on-
line directory, contact me for assistance.  If you need assistance
with updating any of your membership information, contact
our new Association Manager at Allen Press, Liza Woolard
(lwoolard@allenpress.com). 

Feel free to contact me about MSA business, or any other ques-
tions you have about the Society. If I don’t know the answer, I
can generally find someone who does. And don’t forget to rec-
ommend MSA to your colleagues, and particularly to students
and postdoctoral associates who are interested in fungi. Re-
member, there is now a postdoctoral member rate!

—Lori Carris (carris @wsu.edu)
MSA Executive Vice President

MSA BUSINESS
Executive Vice President’s Report  

Lori Carris,
Executive Vice President
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Lori Carris, Executive Vice President
January 26, 2014

Call to Order and Approval of Minutes
The 2014 Midyear Executive Council Meeting was called to
order on Sunday, January 26 at 1130 EST via conference
call, President Joey Spatafora presiding.  In attendance were
President Joey Spatafora, President-Elect Jean Lodge, Vice
President Kerry O’Donnell, Past President Mary Berbee,
Treasurer Sharon Cantrell and Executive Vice President Lori
Carris.   Finance Committee Chair Lisa Castlebury, and Ex-
ecutive Editors Lee Taylor and Frances Trail were present as
invited participants.  Managing Editor Cathie Aime was un-
able to participate.  President Spatafora took roll call and
thanked participants.  Executive Vice President Carris had
emailed attendees an Executive Council packet before the
phone conference that included the Agenda, minutes for the
2013 midyear EC meeting and annual Council meeting (held
in Austin, TX), updated MSA roster, midyear reports, and
copies of the MSA Constitution and Bylaws.  

MOTION:  (approved unanimously) that the minutes
from the 2013 Executive Council Midyear Meeting by ap-
proved as published in Inoculum 64 (2).

Reports
President Spatafora presented his report which included
membership and publication cost issues and MSA proposal
to host IMC11 in Puerto Rico.   He thanked past Editor-in-
Chief Jeff Stone and past Managing Editor Karen Snetselaar
for their outstanding service to the society, and acknowl-
edged new Executive Editors Chris Schardl, Lee Taylor and
Frances Trail, and new Managing Editor Cathie Aime for
their willingness to “step up.”  The following action items
were identified:
Action item:  Executive Editors with work with Vice Presi-
dent Jean Lodge to update relevant sections in the Manual of
Operations prior to the 2014 Annual Council Meeting.
Action item:  A phone conference will be set up to address
editorial issues.
Action item:  Managing Editor Aime will work with Assis-
tant Editor Gerard Hebert on managing number of pages per
issue.
Action item:  President Spatafora will explore options for
outside consultant to do audit of Mycologia.
Action item:  Membership Committee will start membership
drive in March.
Action item:  Managing Editor Aime will look into potential
problems with extending early renewal to March 1.
Action item:  Membership and subscription rates for 2015
will be on the agenda for the 2014 Annual Council Meeting.
Action item:  Criteria for postdoctoral award will be drafted.
Action item: Coordinate with Botanical Society of America
on 2015 Edmonton meeting on meeting schedule, conflicts
with other meetings including ICOM, joint banquet and stu-
dent section activities.

President-Elect Lodge provided update on planning for the
2017 meeting at the University of Georgia-Athens including
coordinating activities with NAMA.  Her midyear report in-
cluded updates to the Manual of Operations.

Vice President O’Donnell’s report included  proposed
changes to bylaws  relative to the Executive Editor model
that were approved by member vote on the Fall 2013 ballot,
and an update on the slate of candidates for the Spring 2014
elections. 

Treasurer Cantrell summarized meeting, awards and sym-
posia finances, emphasizing that the society needs to include
awards as part of the annual meeting expenses.
Action item:  An ad hoc committee will be formed to work
with Treasurer Cantrell on developing a two year budget to
be approved by Council at the annual meeting in June.
Action item: Treasurer Cantrell will check with Allen Press
on the status of Lifetime Members and print subscriptions.  

Executive Vice President Carris referred to the summary
of activities in her midyear report and reports from Endow-
ment, Research Awards, Karling, Nominating and Ecology
Committees.  The Student Section report and request for the
2014 Annual Meeting were presented.  The following action
items were identified:
Action item:  Endowment Committee will look into whether
Undergraduate Research Endowment can be used to fund
oral and poster presentation awards.
Action item: Chairs of special expertise committees will be
encouraged to consider funding symposia proposed for an-
nual meeting.

Finance Committee Chair Castlebury’s report included a
proposal to move MSA investments to a managed account to
minimize risk.  
Action item:  A proposal on a managed account strategy will
be developed and put before Council for approval.

2014 Local Arrangements Chair Trail presented an update
on preparations for the East Lansing meeting, including de-
lays in registration.  

2015 Local Arrangements Chair Berbee’s update and as-
sociated action items were covered as part of the President’s
report.  

Additional items for discussion
Former Editor-in-Chief Jeff Stone submitted a motion for
MSA to join the Association of American Publishers (AAP).
MSA has supported several initiatives of AAP in the past
several years, including CHORUS.    Membership in AAP
would provide information on trends in academic publishing
and the business side of academic publishing.  
Action item:  Proposal for MSA to join AAP will be sent to
Council for approval.  

President Spatafora adjourned the meeting at 1447 EST.

Minutes of the MSA 2014 Executive Council Midyear Meeting
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MiDyEAR REPORT Of ThE PRESiDENT

i. Mycologia
I would like to begin this report by thanking Jeff Stone and Karen

Snetselaar for their service as Editor-in-Chief (EIC) and Managing Editor,
respectively, of Mycologia.  For the past four years, Jeff and Karen have
done an outstanding job of leading the journal.  Mycologia continues to
serve as an international flagship publication for research in mycology,
drawing papers from the World over.  We all owe them a great debt of grat-
itude.

This past November, the MSA membership approved a change to the
MSA by-laws allowing the appointment of multiple Executive Editors (EE)
to Mycologia.  This was done for two main reasons: First, serving as EIC of
the journal requires a significant amount of time from one person.  As indi-
viduals become more time constrained with teaching, research and adminis-
tration, the transition to multiple EEs allows for the workload of EIC to be
distributed among more individuals and thus more manageable.  Second, it
also allows the journal to incorporate multiple areas of scientific expertise
(e.g., Ecology, Systematics/Taxonomy, Genetic & Cell Biology, etc.) into
the leadership rank of Mycologia.  The functions of the EEs are identical to
that of EIC (e.g., assign papers to Associate Editors, initial and final deci-
sion on manuscripts, etc.).

Since the passage of the amended by-law, Frances Trail from Michi-
gan State University (Cell Biology and Genetics), Chris Schardl from the
University of Kentucky (Evolution and Pathology) and Lee Taylor from the
University of New Mexico (Ecology) were nominated to serve as Executive
Editors and were approved by a vote of MSA Council.  In addition, Cathie
Aime from Purdue University has agreed to serve as Managing Editor (ME).
This transition in leadership of Mycologia began January 1, 2013 and all of
these individuals are now functioning in their respective capacities.  As with
Jeff and Karen, who are continuing to assist with the transition, we owe a
big thanks to these four individuals for stepping up and serving the society.
Let’s make their job easier by submitting our best papers to Mycologia and
play a role in its continued excellence.

Like most professional society-based journals, Mycologia’s institu-
tional subscriptions have been in decline over the past few years (2009 –
680, 2010 – 657, 2011 – 613, 2012 – 569, 2013 – 553).  There are many fac-
tors that are driving this decrease including institutional resource limita-
tions, i.e., libraries must make difficult financial decisions on which journals
to carry, and access to journal articles is no longer predicated solely on an
individual or their institution maintaining a subscription.  The MSA Coun-
cil will continue to work with Allen Press to explore options associated with
marketing the journal as a means of increasing institutional subscriptions.
We must also take a critical look at how the nature of scientific publishing
has and continues to change; specifically I am referring to page charges, on-
line publishing and open access.

Mycologia has historically had a liberal page charge policy.  We re-
cover only approximately 40% of our page charges.  This has not been an
issue due to the fact that institutional subscriptions subsidize the publication
of the journal, however, with the aformentioned decrease in institutional
subscriptions I feel that this policy should be revisited and revised.  Just as
we pay for the collection of data and registration for meetings, we should
contribute financially to the publication of research in Mycologia whenever
possible.  After all, our professional careers (e.g., jobs, tenure, promotion,
etc.) are based on our scientific publications and we stand to significantly
benefit from the services that Mycologia provides.  I am not recommending
that we apply a draconian policy, but that we transition to a more realistic
expectation of the journal and MSA.  Times are changing and we must
change with them.  Many journals have implemented a tiered page charge
policy that takes into account membership, institutional affiliation, and eco-
nomic status of country supporting the research.  I recommend that My-
cologia adopt the following revision with the goal of increasing the number
of articles that pay some level of page charges. 

Current policy text:

“After a manuscript has been accepted, the author will receive page
proofs and a form for publication charges. Authors will be asked to
pay page charges, currently $70 per page. However payment of page
charges is not a condition of acceptance for publication.”

Suggested revision:

“Mycologia is committed to the widest possible global participation in
publishing.  To determine the appropriate publication fee that enables
broad access to publication in the journal, we have implemented a
tiered page charge policy based on the World Bank’s Gross National
Income of countries.  Research articles funded by Upper Middle and
High Income Countries incur our standard publication fees of $70 per
page.  Corresponding authors who are members of MSA, or who are
affiliated with one of our Institutional Members, are eligible for a dis-
count rate of $50 per page.  Research articles funded by Lower Mid-
dle Income Countries will be charged a fee of $35 per page for non-
members and $25 per page for MSA members or researchers affiliated
with one of our Institutional Members.  Research articles funded by
Low Income Countries will not be charged for publishing.  If authors
are unable to pay the page charge rate, the Corresponding Author
should consult with the Managing Editor.  Decisions to publish papers
are based solely on editorial criteria, and without consideration of
page charges.”

The issue of continuing to print the journal or to go online only is one
that the MSA Council has discussed for some time and is one that all pro-
fessional societies are grappling with.  Most acknowledge the fact that at
some point in the future many if not all journals will cease to publish in
paper.  When that time will come is a matter of debate, however.  Last year
the society took an important step in publishing by decoupling the cost of
membership and the cost of receiving the print version of Mycologia.  The
vast majority of membership (~88%) opted out of the print version of My-
cologia and selected online access only, which is part of the general mem-
bership fee.  As we further this discussion, two main points continue to arise.
The first is that some people prefer the print copy.  They enjoy holding the
issue in their hands; they would rather read paper than a screen; and they
have a personal library of Mycologia that they would like to maintain as up
to date.  These reasons are completely understandable, but they do not take
into account MSA’s financial liability of printing.  The second is that we do
not clearly understand the financial impact of going online only.  While
there are cost savings associated with the cessation of print, approximately
30%, it is unclear what ripple effects (e.g., increase, decrease) it might have
with respect to institutional subscriptions and membership. 

To advance this discussion, I would ask that over the next year the Ed-
itorial Advisory Committee, working with the Mycologia editorial staff and
the MSA Council, draft a 10-yr plan for Mycologia.  Specifically, I would
like them to develop a strategy to mitigate decreases in institutional sub-
scriptions, to examine potential consequences and options of going online
only (e.g., online providers, print on demand, etc.), and to explore options
for increasing the number of open access articles in Mycologia.  I recom-
mend that MSA hire an outside consultant to perform an audit of Mycologia
to inform the development of the 10-yr plan.  This will incur a one-time cost,
but I believe it will be more than worthwhile with respect to making the
most informed decisions regarding the future of Mycologia and MSA.

ii. MSA membership
The MSA membership drive had a later start date than in previous

years.  The result is that as of Jan 2, 2014 our current renewal numbers are
low (514) and our lapsed membership numbers are high (913).  As a point
of reference, our 2013 membership was 1093.  We should follow the re-
newal rates closely over the next several weeks and I recommend that due
to the late start date for the membership drive that we extend the early reg-
istration period to February 28, 2014.  In addition, I recommend that we
send an email to the list of lapsed and un-renewed members informing them
of the extended renewal period and encourage them to renew their member-
ship by as soon as possible.

In a discussion with Jeff Mercer of Allen Press, two other issues
emerged regarding membership and online access to the journal.  As of this
year, Highwire disabled access to the journal for anyone who had not re-
newed their membership as of Jan. 1, 2014.  In the past, there was a one-
month grace period whereby these individuals were provided access while
their payments were processed between Jan. 1-31.  Highwire no longer of-
fers this grace period.  This policy has resulted in some longtime MSA
members not having online access to the Mycologia.  Allen Press was able
to assist and these individuals were reinstated.  There are two approaches we
can take to mitigate this problem.  First, we can provide Allen Press our an-

2014 Midyear Reports
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nual membership rates in early July so that the annual membership drive can
be initiated in early September.  Second, we could engage Highwire to be
more lenient and reinstate the grace period as part of customer service.  I
recommend that we pursue both of these actions.

I would also suggest that the MSA Council work with the Membership
Committee, the Electronic Communication & Web Page Management and
the MSA Student Section to formulate a strategy for increased use of social
media (e.g., Facebook, LinkedIn, ResearchGate, etc.) with goal of making
the society more attractive to younger mycologists and fungal biologists.  In
addition to annual meetings and Mycologia, MSA would benefit from an in-
creased presence in professional networking.  

iii. MSA annual meetings
2014 – June 8-12 – Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI.
This year’s annual MSA meeting will be held at the Kellogg Center on the
campus of Michigan State University.  The program chair for MSA 2014 is
Gerry Adams.  Gerry served as program chair in the past and agreed to re-
place Sharon Cantrell on the Program Committee because she was elected
to serve as Treasurer of MSA.  The Local Arrangements Organizers for the
meeting are Frances Trail and Jonathan Walton.  The Program Committee is
working to put together an interesting and well-balanced program, and
Frances and Jonathan are working on the logistics of the meeting, which is
coming together nicely.  This will be a stand-alone meeting for MSA and it
will be a great chance to interact with your colleagues in a more intimate sci-
entific setting.  The meeting website now is available through the MSA web-
site. Registration and abstract submission will be open January 30th.  Ab-
stract submission closes March 15th and early registration closes March 31st.

2015 – July 24-30 – Edmonton, Alberta
The 2015 MSA annual meeting will be held in Edmonton, Alberta in con-
junction with the Botanical Society of America, the parent organization of
MSA.  The Program Chair will be Susan Kaminskyj and the Local Arrange-
ments Organizer will be Mary Berbee.  The last time we met with BSA was
2009 in Snowbird, Utah, so this will be a good chance to reconnect with
many of our botanical colleagues.

2016 – August 7-11 – University of California at Berkeley, Berkeley, CA.
The 2016 MSA annual meeting will be held in Berkeley, CA on the Kerr
Campus of UC Berkeley.  The Program Chair will be Thorsten Lumbsch and
the Local Arrangements Organizers will be John Taylor and Tom Bruns.
This will be a stand-alone meeting in a great location.  

iV. iMC Xi Puerto Rico proposal
The International Mycological Association has invited China and

Puerto Rico to submit full proposals for IMC11 in 2018.  Development of
the Puerto Rico proposal is being led by MSA Treasurer, Sharon Cantrell.
If chosen, MSA and the Latin American Mycological Association (ALM)
will play important support roles as regional.  The full proposal is due to
IMA by the end of February 2014 and the MSA leadership offers its full sup-
port and assistance in development of the proposal.  IMC has not been held
in North America since Vancouver, British Columbia in 1994 and MSA is
excited about the opportunity to work with ALM to host IMC11 in Puerto
Rico.

V. forest Mycology Ecology Award 
This year the anonymous donor responsible for the Forest Ecology Re-

search Award donated $10,000 rather than the usual $2000.   Tom Bruns has
helped facilitate this gift and in talking with the donor, it was decided that
rather than distributing the money more widely in $1000 increments it
would be better to keep the quality high and up the award level and to insti-
tute a new award for postdocs (the existing one is only for graduate stu-
dents).  The proposed use of the extra funds is as follows:  In previous years
we have made up to two student awards for $1000 each.  It is suggested that
MSA keep it at two students and up the award this year to $2500. This could
be done without any change since the competition would be exactly the
same.  For the postdoctoral award it is also suggested we also give up to two
awards for $2500 each.  We would need to develop guidelines for adminis-
tering this award and it should be advertised as a new award as soon as pos-
sible (e.g., deadline March or April).  If we do not have two good candidates
for both awards, we should consider retaining some of the money until next
year, because we want these awards to be prestigious and fit the intent of
donor. 

—Joey Spatafora, President

MiDyEAR REPORT Of ThE PRESiDENT-ELECT

The MSA President Elect is an ex-officio member of the Program
Committee. The Local Arrangements committee (Frances Trail and
Jonathan Walton) have done an excellent job of arranging for the annual
meeting in Michigan in June 2014. Gerry Adams was recruited late to be the
Program Committee Chair for this year, and he has done a commendable job
of catching up and keeping the planning on course. These jobs were more
challenging this year as the management of MSA meeting website pages and
abstract submission pages was in transition to outsourcing these functions to
the Botanical Society of America. Marin Talbot-Brewer has gathered infor-
mation on feasibility of having a partly overlapping meeting with NAMA at
the University of Georgia/Athens GA Convention Center in 2017.

Edits to the MSA MOP
The President-Elect is responsible for updating the Manual of Opera-

tions. Several aspects of society business are undergoing major changes, and
updates to the MOP are expected between now and the annual meeting in
June. The Financial Committee is in the process of changing the investment
strategy for MSA Endowment funds, and also proposes to move to an active
management system in which a percentage of profits is paid to the financial
management advisor (see Financial Committee report). The treasurer re-
sponsibilities are also changing with the move to paying Allen Press for ac-
tive management and reconciliation of our various accounts (see Treasurer’s
report). The Mycologia editorial management system has undergone a major
change with the change from an Editor-in-Chief with Associate Editors to a
more distributed leadership among several lead editors (see report by Presi-
dent Joey Spatafora). Lastly, the MSA has been transitioning to a closer re-
lationship with the Botanical Society of America with regards to manage-
ment of annual meeting registration and processing of abstracts (the
abstracts are actually processed by their outside provider, but the submission
web pages are managed by BSA). So far, we have been very pleased with
the BSA services because their meeting and abstract submission web pages
closely match our own needs so they needed little editing, and their service
has been excellent. More importantly, the overall costs to the MSA should
be reduced in real terms from reduced charges for computer programming
(i.e., not reinventing the wheel each year) and reduced time and effort on the
part of the Local Arrangements and Program Committees. We have had a
delay in having the meeting registration website go live as we had issues to
resolve as to the bank account that would be used for financial transactions.
We will use the US Bank MSA operating expense account this year on a trial
basis. The BSA can supply a spreadsheet of transactions to assist Allen Press
and the Treasurer in accounting. We expect a cost per transaction of ca.
$1.00, or ca. $300 for this meeting. Next year (2015) we will hold a joint
meeting with BSA so all transactions will be processed through their bank
account. If a change is desired, we could either open a separate bank account
that is strictly for meeting expenses, or explore services from a meeting
management service such as Schneider Group, which handles the Long-
Term Ecological Research Network’s All Scientist Meeting registrations. I
recommend using a meeting management service for the 2018 IMC, if the
MSA bid to hold it in Puerto Rico is successful.

—D. Jean Lodge, President-Elect

MiDyEAR REPORT Of ThE ViCE PRESiDENT

Amendments to Bylaws
Fall 2013 Ballot
The proposed Bylaws changes for the Fall 2013 Ballot were prepared by Ex-
ecutive Vice President Carris with input from President Spatafora and the
MSA Council.  

i. Proposed Changes to Bylaws: 
ARTICLE IV. EDITORS, COMMITTEES, AND REPRESENTA-
TIVES
(A) The President with approval of the Council shall appoint the Editor-in-
Chief or Executive Editors of the official journal, the Managing Editor of the
journal and editors of other official Society publications. People in early
stages of their careers who lack job security should not be appointed as an
Editor-in-Chief or an Executive Editor, Managing Editor, or Newsletter Ed-
itor. The terms of office for the Editor-in-Chief, or an Executive Editor, and
the Managing Editor shall be 5 years, with the possibility of renewal for one
term. The Editor-in-Chief, or the Executive Editors, with approval of Coun-
cil, shall appoint associate editors for three-year terms, with the possibility
of one consecutive renewal. No associate editor shall serve for more than 6
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consecutive years, although long-serving associate editors may be appoint-
ed again after a lapse of two years. With approval of Council, the Editor-in-
Chief, or the Executive Editors, may replace Associate Editors in the event
they do not carry out their duties or abuse their duties. The Newsletter Edi-
tor shall serve for a term of three years. 

(H) Assignments, Ex Officio Committees
(5) Committee on Publication of Memorials. Ex officio committee consist-
ing of Editor-in-Chief, or Executive Editors, President, and Historian. The
committee insures that timely Memorials of recently deceased members are
published in the Society’s journal.

ARTICLE VI. PUBLICATIONS
The journal of the Society shall serve as its official outlet for disseminating
mycological information. It shall also serve for the publication of Memori-
als, reports on the audits of the Society, and any other items deemed ger-
mane to the business of the Society by the Editor-in-Chief or Executive Ed-
itors. The Society Newsletter shall publish short informal articles, meeting
abstracts, Society notices, letters, and any other material deemed appropri-
ate by the Newsletter Editor. Book-length monographs may be published as
Mycologia Memoirs. Other publications may be authorized by the Council.

Results of the Fall 2013 Ballot are summarized below.

Allen Press sent 4 email invitations to eligible voters (984 members with
good email addresses on file). Of the 984 members invited to participate,
418 members went to the online ballot (42.5%).  Of the 418 that visited the
online ballot, 405 answered the question and 13 people exited the ballot
page without casting a vote. The proposed amendment was supported by
97.8% (396) respondants and opposed by 2.2 (9) of them.

Proposed changes to MSA bylaws Articles IV and VI were sent to Council
on August 31, 2013 for approval.  The motion was unanimously approved
by Council.

Slate of Candidates for MSA Council in 2014 Election
The MSA Call for Nominations for Vice President and 4 Councilors was
sent out on November 22.  Nominations were accepted through Feb. 15.  

The nominees proposed by the Nominations Committee and MSA mem-
bers who agreed to stand for election are as follows:

Vice President:
Georgiana May Don Natvig

Councilor for Systematics & Evolution:
Matt Smith Kentaro Hosaka

Councilor for Cell Biology & Physiology:
Merixell Riquelme Terry Hill

Councilor for Ecology & Pathology:
Marin Brewer Matthew Kasson

Councilor for Genetics & Molecular Biology:
Scott E. Baker Stephen Rehner

—Kerry O’Donnell, Vice President

MiDyEAR REPORT
Of ThE EXECuTiVE ViCE PRESiDENT

Summary of activities since the 2013 MSA Annual Council Meeting held
August 10 in Austin, TX:
• Annual Council and Business Meeting minutes submitted for October

2013 Inoculum
• Committee appointees membership status confirmed;  new officers con-

tacted;  committee chairs provided with a list a committee members and
relevant section of MOP

• Roster updated and submitted to Inoculum and MSA webmaster
• Conducted 12 email polls as follows:

—2013-16—Associate Editor nominations (Terry Henkel and Lisa
Castlebury)

—2013-17—Request by Lifetime member to waive print subscription
charges

—2013-18—Proposed changes to bylaws for Executive Editor model
—2013-19—Request by 3 Honorary members to retain print subscription 

—2013-20—Travel award approval for 2014 international meetings
—2013-21—Request for Council input on San Francisco Declaration on

Research Assessment (DORA)
—2013-22—Request by Lifetime member to waive print subscription

charges
—2013-23—Request for discounted membership from international

member
—2013-24—Request for approval of Emeritus request
—2013-25—Executive Editor nominations (Chris Schardl, Lee Taylor,

Frances Trail)
—2013-26—Karling Lecturer approval
—2013-27—Council input on fourth Executive Editor appointment

• Prepared 3 Executive VP columns for Inoculum (October 2013, Decem-
ber 2013, February 2014 issues)

• Submitted blast email requests to Allen Press Association Manager Jeff
Mercer for fall ballot, membership renewal, call for nominations and
awards

• Worked with President Spatafora to organize agenda for Midyear Execu-
tive Council Meeting; made arrangements for conference call; contacted
officers and committee chairs to submit midyear reports; compiled agen-
da and packet for meeting

• Responded to email and other inquiries addressed to MSA
• The death of the following member was reported:

—Yasu Hiratsaka, Edmonton, October 12, 2013 (reported 10/15/2013 by
Cathie Aime)

—Lori Carris, Executive Vice President

2014 MiDyEAR REPORT Of ThE TREASuRER

Meeting, Awards and Symposia finances: 
For the 2013 APS/MSA annual meeting at the Austin Convention

Center in Austin, Tx, $6000 was paid out for 12 Mentor Student Travel
Awards at $500 each (Alexopoulos, Barr-Bigelow, Barksdale-Raper, Butler,
Denison, Fitzpatrick, Fuller-Emerson, Korf, Luttrell, Miller, Thiers and
Wells) from the Wells Fargo Endowment account. A total of $14,200 was
paid out ($7,200 from the Wells Fargo endowment account, $4,000 from
Wells Fargo Operating account; and $3,000 from the USB operating ac-
count) for 11 research awards (Alexopoulos Prize $1,000; Backus $1,000;
Bartnicki-Garcia $500; Forest Fungal Ecology $1,000; A.H. and H.V. Smith
$1,200; Martin-Baker $2,000; NAMA $2,000; MSA Graduate Fellowship
($4,000 for two awards at $2,000 each); Rippon $500; and Rogerson
Awards $1,000). A total of $3,199 was paid for expenses for the Karling lec-
ture from the Wells Fargo operating account. The $500 for an honorarium
for the Karling lecture from the Wells Fargo endowment account was re-
turned and donated to the Saloman Bartnicki-Garcia Research Fund. Addi-
tional costs associated with the annual meeting include (total=:
$12,319.32): $800 for student presentation awards, $677.10 for the print of
student section t-shirt, $260.50 for award plaques, $100 for website devel-
opment, $3,224.32 for MSA officers travel reimbursement, $643 for Gerard
K. Hebert from the editorial office, $ 750 for one symposium speaker, $945
to Austin Convention Center and PSAV Presentation Services, $1,069.33 to
APS (Council and Editorial Board Meetings), $3,850.07 for Council lunch,
Graduate Students and MSA Volunteer Receptions. The meeting did not
generated incomes. The auction generated $6507.40 for the uncommitted
endowment, of which $964 were generated from the Mycologia t-shirts and
photos sales that will be for the student section. 

Publication finances: 
The total publication cost of Mycologia for 2013 was $280,400. The edito-
rial assistant salary continues to be paid to The University of New Mexico
and reflect payments of $104,116.94 for 2013. The total management fee
paid to Allen Press was $34, 888.30. The total incomes generated for 2013
from Mycologia were $242,318. 

Table 1. Publication expenses incurred in FY2010, FY2011, FY2012 and
FY2013 to 31 December 2013.

Publication Expenses FY 2013* FY2012** FY2011**

Total publication costs
(Inoculum, Allen Management
and Mycologia $321,631 $253,897.37 $355,139.75 

Inoculum $6,342.45 $6,332.29 $6,199.53
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Management fees 16,404.13 3,044.83 1,588.11
author billing 2,125.58 607.3 1,949.13
back issue mailing 2,243.59 2,700.12 3,376.12
back issue storage 457.35 1,299.47 569.96
base mgmt. fees 12,954.00 27,629.55 25,977.61

Renewal notices, ballots 703.65 980.51 1,975.96
TOTAL MANAGEMENT $34,888.3 $36,261.78 $35,436.89

Mycologia printing 145,772 115,949.95 165,340.5
Allen Track 5,713.76 5,725 6,370
Editorial office 104,116.94 65,331.1 108,313.58
Online Publication 24,797.65 24,297.25 33,479.25
Reprints 0 0 0
Author reimbursement 0 0 0
TOTAL MYCOLOGIA $280,400 $211,303.30 $313,503.33
# of issues per year 6 issues 5 issues 7 issues
Cost per issue $46,733 $42,260 $44,786

*Fiscal Year 2013 (January -December)
** Fiscal Years 2011&2012 (August-July)

Membership:
Membership has decreased from this time last year (mid year

2013=755 versus mid year 2014=650) and subscriptions have decreased
from this time last year (mid year 2013=395 versus mid year 2014=364).
Membership and subscription income were not calculated (represented by
NC in Table 2) for FY2014 because the January monthly report will be pro-
vided beginning of February. This will be provided in the treasurer’s report
in June 2014 at the annual meeting.

Fig. 1 Trend in Members and subscriptions numbers
from 2004 up to January 22, 2014.

Table 2. Number of members and institutional subscription and income gener-
ated from members and subscription in FY2002 to FY2013 and for FY2014 to 22
January 2014.

Number of Income $ from
FY Members Subscriptions Members Subscriptions

2002 1342 804 90037 138325
2003 1295 757 100305 126404
2004 1226 774 94875 151671
2005 1232 763 96277 156574
2006 1185 729 101992 142756
2007 1199 724 89971 170910
2008 1134 713 83339 197282
2009 1139 680 80834 211317
2010 1102 648 77670 212087
2011 1107 613 79058 203291
2012 1144 568 80682 196694
2013 1095 690 70330 180851
2014* 650 364 NC NC

*this fiscal year to date (01/22/2014)

Statistics Reports (as of Jan. 22, 2014)

Table 3. Number of members by category from FY2009 to 22 January 2014.

Description 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Associate Member Worldwide 28 22 53 26 17 7
Complimentary Member Worldwide

Online Only 1
Discounted Membership Online Only 1
Emeritus Member Worldwide Print&Online 53 50 48 48
Emeritus Member  Worldwide No Journal 114 112 112 112 119 120
Emeritus Member Worldwide Online Only 3 1 4 2 51 18
Additional Family Member (each) 2 1
Additional Family Member (each) Old Rate 6 3 3 3
Honorary Member Worldwide Print&Online 24 26 23 23 26 11
Honorary Member Worldwide No Journal 2 1
Honorary Member Worldwide Online Only 4 15
Lifetime Member Worldwide Print&Online 1 1 2
Lifetime Member Worldwide Print&Online 70 72 74 77 71 66
Life Member Worldwide Online Only 3 2
Life Member Worldwide Online Only 1 5
Post-Doctoral Member Worldwide

Online Only 16 16
Regular Member Worldwide Print&Online 604 576 544 538 1
Regular Member Worldwide Online Only 63 70 80 101 594 329
Student Member Worldwide Print&Online 140 135 130 166 1
Student Member Worldwide Online Only 20 24 26 46 180 60
Sustaining Member Worldwide Print&Online 10 10 9 8
Sustaining Member Worldwide Online Only 8

Total 1139 1103 1108 1150 1095 650

Table 4. Mycologia subscriptions by category from FY2009 to 22 January
2014.

Rate Description 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Complimentary Worldwide Sub
Institution Print 10 11 2 1 2 1
MEMBER Member Complimentary

Sub Print 1
MEMBER Non-North America Sub Print 2
Agency Non-United States/Canada

Print&Online 16
Institution Non-United States/Canada

Print&Online 4
LIST Non-United States/Canada

Sub Print 26
MEMBER Non-United States/Canada

Sub Print 1 4
Agency Non-United States Sub

Print&Online 131 121 98 79 76
Institution Non-United States Sub

Print&Online 25 24 23 16 12
MEMBER North America Sub Print 6
Agency United States/Canada

Print&Online 111
Institution United States/Canada

Print&Online 4
LIST United States/Canada Sub Print 26
MEMBER United States/Canada Sub Print 15
Agency United States Sub Print&Online 395 341 295 262 233
Institution United States Sub Print&Online 11 15 16 8 8
Agency Worldwide Sub Online 98 134 169 192 211 151
Institution Worldwide Sub Online 10 11 10 11 12 6
LIST Worldwide Sub Print 117
MEMBER Worldwide Sub Print 9

Total 680 657 613 569 690 364
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Endowment finances: 
The endowment fund amounts are presented in the table below. From

August 1, 2013 to January 1, 2014, $2610 in funds was contributed to the
Mentor Travel Funds and $3680 to the Research Funds (total restricted en-
dowment = $6290). Contributions to the Uncommitted Endowment from
August 1, 2013 to January 1, 2014, were $360 (total endowment = $6650).
Eight of the 17 mentor travel awards and all Mentor Research awards except
for the Undergraduate Research Award, have funds of $10,000 or more. 

Table 5. Endowment donations by travel and research award up to 1st January
2014.

Fund name Totals as Contributions Totals as of
of July 31, Aug 1-Dec. 31, Jan 1, 

2013 2013 2014

Constantine J. Alexopoulos Travel Fund 10942 110 11052
Alma W. Barksdale/ John P. Raper

Travel Fund 5804 5804
Howard E. Bigelow Travel Fund 9993 50 10043
Margret Barr Bigelow Travel Fund 11016 110 11126
Edward E. Butler Travel Fund 9422 50 9472
William C. Denison Travel Fund 11684 250 11934
Harry Morton Fitzpatrick Travel Fund 8318 8318
Fuller/Emerson/Whisler Travel Fund 7396 100 7496
R. L. Gilbertson Travel Fund 10735 350 11085
Richard P. Korf Travel Fund 9325 160 9485
Charles Kramer Travel Fund 10164 10164
Everett S. Luttrell Travel Fund 12066 260 12326
Orson K. Miller Travel Fund 22434 210 22644
Harry D. Thiers Travel Fund 7947 160 8107
James M. Trappe Travel Fund 9178 650 9828
Francis A. Uecker Travel Fund 5275 50 5325
Kenneth Wells Travel Fund 4600 100 4700
Total Mentor Travel Funds 166,299 2610 168909

Constantine J. Alexopoulos Prize Fund 18639 150 18789
Myron P. Backus Award Fund 28618 28618
George W. Martin/ Gladys E. Baker

Research Fund 56963 10 56973
John Rippon Graduate Research Award 10522 10522
Clark T. Rogerson Fund 23988 100 24088
Alexander H. & Helen V. Smith Fund 25859 10 25869
John S. Karling Annual Lecture Fund 10287 10287
Saloman Bartnicki-Garcia Research Fund 13044 1650 14694
Undergraduate Research Award 1795 1760 3555
Total Mentor Research Funds 189,715 3680 193,395

Total Restricted Endowment 356,014 6290 362,304
Uncommitted Endowment 247836 360 248,196

Total Endowment 600623 6650 607,273

General issues
During FY2013, tax-exempt not-for-profit Form 990 and related

schedules for FY2012 together with accounting services – review financial
statements for three years ended July 31, 2013 were prepared by our ac-
countant John Adkisson ($3600 fee). The accountant also provided assis-
tance reconciling our operating accounts. The contract with Allen Press was
renew for three years ($7118.75 quarterly) with the addition of advanced ac-
counting services ($1000 quarterly). The advanced accounting services in-
clude bank account reconciliations. As of January 1st, 2014, Allen Press will
be providing the accounting services and MSA fiscal year will change to a
calendar year. We are in the process of obtaining a new not-for profit or-
ganization fidelity bond and liability policies for the Society since the cur-
rent policy will expire in February. Current insurance company is unable to
cover out of state officers. The Society received income of $146.73 from
Highwire Press (Stanford University) from 3rd and 4th quarter pay per view
earnings for 2013. 

—Sharon A. Cantrell, Treasurer

MiDyEAR REPORT Of ThE fiNANCE COMMiTTEE

The total market value of the MSA Investment Portfolio with Wells
Fargo Advisors as of Dec. 31, 2013 is $1,031,334.39, an increase from $
$920,476.82 on Dec. 31, 2012, with assets in the Endowment Account of
$626,751.59 and the Operating Account of $406,424.57. As of June 31,
2013, the values of the two accounts were $614,548.15 and $395,267.28, re-
spectively.

The MSA portfolio managed by Well Fargo Advisors is set up as two
separate accounts, the Operating Account and the Endowment Account.
Moneys are invested in the following percentages for each account as of Dec
31, 2013. In the Endowment Account the funds are currently distributed as
68.14 % in Cash, and 31.86 % in Mutual Funds. For the Operating Account
the funds are distributed as 56.34 % in Cash and 43.66 % in Mutual Funds. 

The Society’s finances remain stable with growth. With the continued
upward trends in stock prices, we have recovered from all of the losses suf-
fered during the 2008 economic downturn and can now move to diversify
the current portfolio utilizing the expertise of Wells Fargo Advisors. 

Motion to propose that the Mycological Society of America’s invest-
ment strategy for both the Operating and Endowment accounts held at Wells
Fargo Advisors move to a conservatively managed accounts strategy for
which the MSA will pay a percentage of its account balances to Wells Fargo
Advisors as fees.  

—Finance Committee
Lisa A. Castlebury (Chair), Jim Worrall, Georgiana May

MiDyEAR REPORT
Of ThE ENDOwMENT COMMiTTEE

Based on spreadsheets supplied by Allen Press, the MSA Endowment
accounts received a total of $6662.00 from August until December, 2013.
The contributions were distributed among the accounts as follows:

Award # Donations Total  

Undergraduate Award 12 $1,772.00 
S Bartnicki Garcia Research Student 

Research Award Fund 8 $1,650.00 
Trappe Mentor Travel Donation 5 $650.00 
Uncommitted Endowment Fund 5 $360.00 
Robert L Gilbertson Mentor Travel Fund 4 $350.00 
Luttrell Mentor Travel Fund 4 $260.00 
Denison Mentor Travel Fund 2 $250.00 
Orson Miller Mentor Travel Fund 4 $210.00 
Korf Mentor Travel Fund 3 $160.00 
Thiers Mentor Travel Fund 4 $160.00 
Alexopoulos Prize 2 $150.00 
Alexopoulos Mentor Travel Fund 2 $110.00 
Margaret E Barr Bigelow Travel Fund 3 $110.00 
Clark Rogerson Award Fund 2 $100.00 
Fuller Mentor Travel Fund 1 $100.00 
Wells Mentor Travel Fund 1 $100.00 
Butler Mentor Travel Fund 1 $50.00 
Uecker Mentor Travel Fund 1 $50.00 
Howard Bigelow Travel Fund 1 $50.00 
Martin-Baker Award 1 $10.00 
Smith award 1 $10.00 

Total $6,662.00 

Fund totals are available in the Treasurer’s Report.  There may be
slight inconsistencies in donation totals depending upon the timing of
checks clearing the bank for donations received in December.  The Forest
Fungal Ecology Award is not included here since it is not considered an En-
dowment Account.  

Most of the donations were received in November and December, co-
inciding with membership renewals.   I anticipate a large surge of donations
in January and February because of this.  To date, 40 members have made
donations, often splitting their donation among several different accounts.
All donors have received thank-you letters, although one letter was returned
due to an expired address.   I have donated postage and office supplies to
cover the cost of thank-you letters.

In anticipation of a fund-raising drive to raise all of the accounts to a
minimum of $10,000, I have received the current MSA “genealogical” chart

Continued on following page
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from Meredith Blackwell.  This can be used to trace the academic descen-
dants of the named Endowments to encourage gift giving.  For this to be a
successful fund-raising drive, I will need additional members to be added to
the committee.  We currently have two vacancies that need to be filled.

—Endowment Committee
Jessie A. Glaeser (Chair), Don Hemmes, John Taylor

MiDyEAR REPORT Of ThE MSA
RESEARCh AwARDS COMMiTTEE

The annual report of the Research Awards Committee was submitted
by the past chair and came out in the 2013 October issue of Inoculum.   The
current Research Award Committee submitted the draft of announcement of
the awards to the MSA Executive Vice President in October, which will be
included in the December issue of Inoculum and also sent out by email. Now
the committee is ready for the award season 2014.

—Research Awards Committee
Ning Zhang (Chair), Betty Strack, David Geiser, Peter

Kennedy, Jolanta Miadlikowska

MiDyEAR REPORT Of ThE KARLiNG
LECTuRE COMMiTTEE

In November 2013 the committee had a lively exchange via email, de-
bating the merits of various candidates, but quickly settled on Bruce Mc-
Donald of ETH Zurich as our top choice for the 2014 Karling Lecture. If Dr.
McDonald declines our invitation, we are very excited to approach Marilyn
Roossinck of Penn State.

—Karling Lecture Committee
Anne Pringle (Chair), Joe Heitman, Antonis Rokas

MiDyEAR REPORT
Of ThE NOMiNATiNG COMMiTTEE

In late October the Nominating Committee was polled by the chair to
provide a list of names of potential nominees; names suggested last year
were included with newly suggested names for the list. After several rounds
of discussion and polling, a short list of nominees was compiled for each of
the four Council positions and Vice President. 

The committee awaits the nominations from the membership because
they take precedence over the committee choices. The two slates will be rec-
onciled, and after the current Vice President obtains permission from the
nominees, nominees will be placed alphabetically on the ballot to be mailed
by Allen Press. In case of refusals to run, backups from the two slates will
be used.

—Nominating Committee
Meredith Blackwell (Chair), Mary Berbee, Rytas Vilgalys,

Tom Bruns

MiDyEAR REPORT Of ThE ECOLOGy COMMiTTEE

Since the August MSA meeting in Austin, TX members of the Ecolo-
gy Committee have been part of the following activities:
• Chair Hynson is Guest editing a special issue of Fungal Ecology with ar-

ticles authored by presenters in the special MSA symposium “Fungal
Ecology Beyond Boundaries: from communities to the globe.”

• Co-organized, with committee member Amend the first foray at Koke’e
State park in Kauai with undergrads from University of Hawaii Manoa
Botany Department

• Developed a new graduate-level course: The ecology of fungal symbiosis
at UH Manoa

• Presented research on fungal ecology at the Hawaiian Ecosystems meet-
ings in Hilo, HI and at the UH Manoa National Astrobiological Institute,
and Department of Geography.

• Developed a logo for Hawaii mycology, and continue to organize a
Hawaiian Mycological Society.

• Continue efforts to integrate mycology into the ecology curriculum at UH
Manoa.

• Offered mushroom ID to local land owners and land management agen-
cies on Oahu.

—Ecology Committee
Nicole Hynson (Chair), Christopher Crabtree, Anthony

Amend, Erik Hobbie

MiDyEAR REPORT Of ThE STuDENT SECTiON

Part i: June 2013 – December 2013 year in Review 
Bylaws
In November 2013, Student Bylaws were ratified by a student member-wide
vote (174 student members). Bylaws were approved by 85% of all voting
members, 15% did not read the Bylaws, and 0% of voting members did not
agree with the content in the Bylaws.

Elections
Elections were conducted in October-November 2013 by student member-
wide vote. 
Positions filled:
Chair: Mia Maltz
Vice-Chair: Danny Haelewaters
Secretary: Jessie Uehling
Treasurer: Samantha Lee
Communication Chair: Cat Adams

Communication
Newsletters were sent to MSA students to inform or remind them about rel-
evant information, (e.g., upcoming elections, bylaw ratification, symposium
topic selection).

The Student Section published an article in the December issue of Inoculum,
written by the Communication Chair, and fine-tuned and approved by the
Executive Board. In the January issue of Inoculum, we announced the new
student Executive Board and included a small image, which was circulated,
re-tweeted, and favorite many times.

Webmaster Antonio Izzo embedded a link from MSA’s homepage, to the
student webpage (http://msafungi.org/MSAstudent/). Students are in touch
with Antonio Izzo about the student website, to address concerns as they
arise. The MSA Student Section requests an email address: students@msa-
fungi.org (or similar).

A LinkedIn platform for MSA-SS was created (71 group members), in ad-
dition to the already existing Facebook page (408 likes) and Twitter account
(62 followers). On Twitter, the Student Section used the #MSA_APS2013
hashtag for the 2013 APS-MSA Joint Meeting in Austin to build momentum
and foster communication among conference attendees and with MSA
members unable to attend this meeting. At next year’s meeting, the hashtag
will be #2014MSA. 

MSA 2013 in Austin – Merchandise
T-shirts
MSA students sold T-shirts and stickers at the auction and the mixer, as per
the agreement with APS. We are almost sold out of 96 T-shirts from 2013.
For MSA 2014 Annual Meeting online registration, we would like to pro-
vide the opportunity for members to pre-order MSA Student Section shirts,
if that would be easy for the group handling web-based registration.

Stickers
We still have plenty of stickers with the MSA student logo; however we sold
out of spore print stickers. We would like to print more spore print stickers
for next year.

MSA 2013 in Austin – Events
MSA Student Social Mixer
The MSA Student Social Mixer was very well attended. Next year, we
would like to sell tickets for the student mixer event during registration. If
all students paid $5, that would offset costs and may increase student en-
gagement, accountability, and attendance. 

Board Meeting
This Board Meeting was well attended (with four 2012-2013 Executive
Board Members, six non-executive Board members, and 19 students). All
MSA students were invited to attend. Next year, we would like to have this
event over breakfast or lunch if possible.

Student poster presentation
Students presented a poster in the expo hall about the student section’s his-
tory and goals.

Continued on following page



Editor’s note: The 2013 Annual Report should have been included in
the October 2013 64(5) issue of the Inoculum. We apologize for the
oversight.

ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE PRESiDENT

Summary
I. MSA needs to think creatively about how to bring Mycologia to a finan-
cially stable position. We are taking steps that should eventually reduce ex-
penses; our October 2012 vote separating print from membership and our
June 2013 Council vote ending automatic mailing of print copies of the jour-
nal to Honorary and Lifetime members should contribute to reducing costs.
Because 60% of our institutional subscribers still want print, MSA, like the
Botanical Society of America, may want to continue to print journal copies
for the immediate future. We may be able to reduce our costs for publication
and membership services, or perhaps to increase the level of service by care-
fully specifying what we want and requesting quotes from alternative pub-
lishers. II. MSA’s Student Section requests official recognition by the MSA
and changes to the MSA Constitution and Bylaws proposed here for discus-
sion will accomplish this. III. For MSA 2014, local organizers Frances Trail
and Jonathan Walton are negotiating services for the meeting website. The
Botanical Society of America will host abstracts. A commercial company,
etouches, will handle registration. We need to provide the local organizers
with static webpages to link to abstract and registration webpages. IV.
Thanks to the many volunteers who make working with the MSA a reward-
ing experience. 

I. MSA’s most significant ongoing problem; we need to think creative-
ly about how to produce and market our journal. 
As you know, changes in publication economics, beyond our control, affect
Mycologia. Mycologia’s quality and level of service to authors and readers
keep improving but institutional subscriptions have been declining steadily
for more than four years. This decline is a general phenomenon for small,
independent journals. Most of the ~$250,000/year cost of publishing My-

cologia comes from institutional subscribers, so the loss of these subscribers
threatens our journal. Yet at the same time, publishers (e.g., Elsevier) han-
dling groups of equally small journals are making large profits. Some of the
journals in the packages are important to large research groups so libraries
are forced to subscribe to the packages. Because libraries must subscribe to
the packages, they are having difficulty finding the budget for independent
journals like Mycologia. Once again, what can MSA do? Here are the op-
tions:

• Evaluate whether another publisher such as Wiley-Blackwell or Elsevier
would like to provide services for Mycologia. We would lose control of
copyrights and some other aspects of the journal.

• Open access would make it possible for libraries to carry our journal, but
would also mean authors would have to pay for publication, which would
be a serious problem for small labs doing mycological studies. For open
access authors must pay a charge per published paper on the order of
$1500 up.

• We can increase demand for our product. President-Elect Spatafora will
likely discuss ways to increase Mycologia’s profile.

• As Editor-in-Chief Jeff Stone and Managing Editor Karen Snetselaar re-
port, we are taking steps to reduce the costs associated with publication
to keep production costs in line with subscription income. 

Institutional subscribers contribute more than their share to funding My-
cologia and are selecting print & online access.—New Phytologist is al-
ready online only, but the American Journal of Botany (AJB) decided to
wait to go online only. This is because of the large number of valuable in-
stitutional subscribers (libraries and government institutions) which want a
continuing series of paper copies of AJB. 
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Part ii: MSA East Lansing and beyond
MSA 2014 in East Lansing 
Symposium proposal
Students proposed a symposium for MSA E. Lansing on Fungal Function-
al Traits. The Program Committee has currently ranked our Fungal Traits
submission as the top-ranking symposium.  However, there was some over-
lap and similarity among our submission and Peter Kennedy’s Fungal-fun-
gal Interactions proposal. Peter Kennedy and MSA students have been re-
fining both symposia to reduce redundancy of presenters or presentation
topics.

This symposium may require more funds than MSA Program Committee
can offer. MSA Students are looking for extramural funding. So far, Fungal
Ecology has offered funding to Peter Kennedy’s symposium, so they are not
interested in supporting this symposium. Neither will New Phytologist be-
cause they recently published a review on ECM fungal functional traits. Stu-
dents will approach the journal Functional Ecology, among others to try and
obtain extramural funding to support travel and registration for some of the
more senior presenters. If possible, MSA Students request additional funds
from MSA to help support the successful implementation of our first sym-
posium. 

Proposed Events and Activities
• Wikipedia station: This station could provide an opportunity for MSA

members to create a Wikipedia page for themselves during the meeting.
The MSA Student Section is collaborating with web developer Jessica
McKellar to create a web form to generate Wikipedia pages. Her pilot
project can be seen here:

http://sciencehackday.pbworks.com/w/page/69948526/bos2013hacks#W
ikipediaWomeninSTEM  and  http://web.mit.edu/jesstess/www/Science-
HackDayBoston/issues.htm 

Recipients of MSA Mentor Student Travel Awards could man the station,
with assistance from MSA Student Board Members.

• Student Mixer: Students plan to have another mixer to provide network-
ing opportunities among MSA student members. We would like to sell
tickets for the student mixer during registration. If all students paid $5,

that would offset costs and may increase student engagement, accounta-
bility, and attendance

• Student Board Meeting: Students request to have this event over break-
fast or lunch if possible. 

• Early Career Professional / Postdoc Mixer (sell tickets): As per postdocs
suggestion, students propose to organize a mixer for Early Career Profes-
sionals and postdocs at the MSA meeting in East Lansing. Tickets to this
event could be sold during online registration. This event could be more
formal than the student mixer. It could provide a venue for faculty look-
ing for postdocs to meet postdocs looking for positions, as well as finish-
ing grad students searching for postdoctoral opportunities.

MSA Council & Committees
The Students Section supports the inclusion of students on Standing and Ro-
tating Committees, as per the discretion of MSA’s President Elect. The Stu-
dent Board requests notification from the President Elect about which com-
mittees would welcome a student representative, when appropriate.

If an MSA student member would like to participate on a particular com-
mittee that is willing to include students, the Student Section will accept ap-
plications from students, consisting of a cover letter and CV. The Student
Section will review these applications, endorse some qualified students each
year, and then pass this information along to the President Elect, who would
have the final say whether to invite a student to join the committee. 

Financial report  
• Auction - MSA raised $964.00 for the Student Section during the auction. 
• MSA Executive Committee decided that MSA Treasurer would keep

track of those funds ($964.00) as petty cash. 
• Merchandise 

—Shirt and sticker sales - $1199.00
—T-shirts mostly sold out 
—Stickers – There are many MSA Student Section stickers left. We sold

out of spore print stickers. We plan to purchase more spore print stick-
ers, either 2” or 3” 

• Total: $2163.00
—Mia Maltz, Student Section Chair

Continued on following page
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Institutional and agency subscribers are important to Mycologia’s health,
just as they are for AJB. A regular annual MSA membership costs $90 ($80
for early renewals) and an additional journal (US) subscription costs $60.
On the other hand, our US institutional subscribers pay $350 per year for the
print & online journal or $297 for online access alone. Of our institutional
subscribers, 60% are paying for print copies of Mycologia (Fig. 1). This sug-
gests that MSA should continue to provide print copies of Mycologia to in-
stitutions that want it. 

Fig. 1. The proportion of subscriptions to Mycologia, with print
or online access, from institutions and agencies and from indi-
viduals, as of July 2013 Allen Press reports.

Recall that before our midyear meeting, MSA’s Karen Snetselaar and the
AJB’s Richard Hund agreed that we can save approximately 30% of the
journal cost by going to an online only model. However, if we still need to
produce and mail a few copies of the journal for various reasons such as to
support institutional subscribers, we may not realize savings.

=>We may need to continue to print in small runs if doing so would retain
institutional subscribers. 

Mycologia online access is available for all MSA members and print re-
quires additional payment for all members.—In October 2012, MSA mem-
bership voted overwhelmingly in favor of a bylaws changes to make online
access to Mycologia a privilege of membership, with print copies of the
journal available for an additional price. Following Council vote in June, we
agreed to end our tradition of providing print copies to Honorary and Life-
time Members beginning in January, 2014. If a Lifetime or Honorary mem-
ber wants continuing access to print, he or she may request it on a year by
year basis, subject to Council vote. 

Along with a majority of Council, I felt that access to our journal should be
consistent across all types of memberships. The cost to MSA of printing and
mailing copies of Mycologia has been increasing, with the potential for
sharp future increases. Mailing print copies of Mycologia to Honorary and
Lifetime members whether they wanted it or not represented a significant
future financial commitment with the potential to balloon over the years.
Along with Council, I did not wish to leave this uncontrolled expense as a
legacy for the next generations of mycologists. 

Out of respect for MSA’s 27 Honorary Members, I mailed each a letter ex-
plaining the situation. For two of the members, MSA does not have up-to-
date addresses, which means my letter probably will not reach them but
then, print subscriptions to Mycologia cannot have been reaching them ei-
ther. I heard back from four members who were supportive of the MSA de-
cision. 

As requested by Exec VP Carris, Allen Press sent an electronic version of a
letter notifying our ~70 Lifetime Members of the change. We received no
supportive responses and one angry email. One Lifetime member requested
a continuing print subscription. Following Council vote, MSA acceded to
the request and he will continue to receive print in 2014. 

=>We need to change the status of Honorary and Lifetime members in the
MSA records so that they do not continue to receive print unless they specif-
ically request it.

Services that MSA wants and how to get them.—If we have a complete list-
ing of services we want, we can request quotations that will help MSA eval-
uate whether Allen Press, our current provider, is our best choice.
Services we now have through Allen Press include:

• Maintenance of our membership database.
• Handling renewals, and institutional subscriptions. 
• Providing regular financial reports
• Journal publication services. 

i. For us, having a single vendor, Allen Press, that manages manuscripts
from submission and peer review through composition reduces the
complexity of management but possibly costs us more than dividing
the process among several vendors. 

ii. MSA uses salaried copy editing services, which is at present a good
bargain for us. 

iii. MSA’s Managing Editor Snetselaar does formatting as needed to pre-
pare pdfs for publishing ahead of print. 

iv. Allen Press does the composition, and HighWire translates pdfs from
Allen to HTML. 

Services could be expanded to include formatting to prepare pdfs. It could
also include conference organization; handling negotiations for venues and
help with room bookings, food, and other aspects of local arrangement. We
could also use help tracking participation numbers and participant satisfac-
tion with meetings.

That said, it is not clear that another publisher would improve Mycologia’s
outlook. Wiley-Blackwell services appear similar to those of Allen Press.
Michael Graham, Co-Editor/Managing Editor of the Journal of Phycology
was pleased with Wiley-Blackwell’s staff and publication and editing serv-
ices but had not seen a breakdown of membership and institutional sub-
scription numbers. Phycologia is involved in a cooperative publishing
agreement with Allen Press, which seems to involve a closer publisher/so-
ciety relationship than Mycologia has at present. Where Mycologia institu-
tional subscription form is hidden somewhere on the Allen Press site, Phy-
cologia is easy to find. However, Phycologia’s Editor Robert Anderson
emailed that they too are facing declining subscriptions. I asked BSA about
providing publication services to MSA, but they have been updating their
databases and were unable to provide details of what they might offer. It is
not clear that BSA wants to provide services to other societies. 

II. MSA student section
I hope that during this year’s Council meeting, we will be able to meet
MSA’s Student Section Members half way and vote in favor of changes to
the MSA constitution leading to formal recognition as a Society section after
a membership wide vote in the 2014 spring ballot. Students took the initia-
tive to draft bylaws that would govern their activities, under the broader um-
brella of MSA bylaws. 

From our preliminary email discussions, Council supports the establishment
of a student section but we have differences of opinion about how postdoc-
toral researchers fit into the picture and about which committees should
have student members. To avoid the need for future Bylaws changes, I be-
lieve we should write the Bylaws changes broadly, leaving them open to fur-
ther interpretation by Council, with continuing input from students.

Draft changes to the MSA Constitution and Bylaws follow.

ARTICLE VI. COUNCIL
The Council shall consist of the President, President-Elect, Vice-President,
Executive Vice President, Treasurer, the two preceding Past Presidents, a
Chairperson representing each Section, and eight Councilors, two from each
of the following four subject areas: 1) Ecology/Pathology, 2) Systemat-
ics/Evolution, 3) Genetics/Molecular Biology, and 4) Cell Biology/Physiol-
ogy. The Council shall provide effective and responsible guidance to the So-
ciety. Each member of the Council must be an Individual Member of the
Society. Councilors shall serve for terms of two years.

ARTICLE X. SECTIONS
Sections such as an MSA Student Section may be organized to advance the
specific interests of MSA groups. Each Section and its Bylaws must be ap-
proved by vote of Council. A Section will be represented on the Council by
its Chairperson or by another elected official designated by the Chairperson.
The Section elects its own officers and shall present an annual report to
MSA’s Executive Vice President. Each shall be governed as specified in
MSA’s Constitution and Bylaws. All members of a section must be MSA
members. If a section is inactive for two or more years, the Executive Vice
President of the MSA shall notify Council, and the section may be discon-
tinued by action of Council.
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ARTICLE IV. EDITORS, COMMITTEES,
AND REPRESENTATIVES
(E) There shall be Rotating Committees for General Service — Nomina-
tions, Program, the Karling Lecture, Endowment, and Liaison with Amateur
Mycological Clubs And Societies; Rotating Committees with Specific Ex-
pertise — Environmental Health and Medical Mycology, Phytopathology,
Ecology, Biodiversity, Culture Collections, Genetics and Cell Biology, and
Fungal Conservation, and Rotating Committees for Awards — Student
Awards, Mentor Travel Awards, Research Awards, MSA Distinctions, Hon-
orary Awards. The Chair of a Rotating Committee is that member serving
his/her final year on the committee. The President-Elect may agree to ap-
point a student or postdoctoral researcher proposed by the Student Section
to a one-year term on a rotating committee. The student will not usually
serve as Chair. Committees suitable for student or postdoctoral researcher
participation will be based on Council vote and specified in the Manual of
Operations. Addition of a student or postdoctoral member will increase the
number on the roster of the committee by one. The most recent past-chair of
a rotating committee retains ex officio, non-voting status on the committee
for one year to assure smooth transitions in committee leadership.

F) There shall be Standing Committees which deal with the following areas:
Education, Finance, International Affairs, MSA Webpage and Electronic
Communication, Membership, and Nomenclature. The President (or, where
stipulated, Council) appoints the committee chair, who serves as chair until
the end of his or her term on the committee. The President-Elect may agree
to appoint a student or postdoctoral researcher proposed by the Student Sec-
tion to a one-year term on a standing committee. The student will not usual-
ly serve as Chair. Committees suitable for student or postdoctoral researcher
participation will be based on Council vote and specified in the Manual of
Operations. Addition of a student or postdoctoral member will increase the
number on the roster of the committee by one. The most recent past-chair of
a standing committee retains ex officio, non-voting status on the committee
for one year to assure smooth transitions in committee leadership. 

III. 2014 Meeting Progress
MSA 2014. Housing and room contracts are in place. Local organizers
Frances Trail and Jonathan Walton are negotiating with the Botanical Soci-
ety of America’s Bill Dahl so that the Botanical Society will handle MSA
abstracts. A commercial organization, etouches, will handle registration. We
still need static web pages that will link to the etouches and BSA databases.
A commercial company, Lunar Pages, currently hosts MSA’s webpages.
Outgoing webmaster Kathie Hodge will let us know if they can host MSA’s
conference webpages as well. I have asked Derek Warren (day job, com-
puter support Simon Fraser University) for a quote on design of the pages.
Costs for registration, abstract submission, and an MSA meeting website
should be on the order of $12 per registrant.

Table 1. Upcoming MSA Meetings

Date Location Organizer MSA organizers Special issues

August 10-14 Austin Betty Ford, Brian Shaw, APS/MSA
2013 Convention APS Contracts local cultural

Center, signed. Abstract Kerry O’Donnell, differences
Austin, Texas submission open. Program Chair

June 7-14 Kellogg MSA Hotel and Francis Trail, International
2014 Conference room booking Jonathan Mycological

Center, East contracts OK. Walton, local; Congress in
Lansing, MI BSA abstract Sharon Cantrell Thailand will

submission? Program Chair compete for
participants

July 24-30 Shaw Johanne TBA, local; Foreign.
2015 Conference Stogran, Susan Kaminskyj Currency

Centre, BSA Program Chair fluctuations;
Edmonton no travel
Alberta, Canada funding for

federal US
employees

TBA 2016 Clark Kerr MSA Taylor and Bruns
Campus, offered to serve
Berkeley Ca as local organizers.  

Anne Pringle is willing
to serve as Program
Chair, career
progress permitting.

IV. Thanks to the many who make working with the MSA a rewarding
experience.
MSA runs because of the efforts of its many volunteers and I am unable to
thank everyone individually but would like to mention a few of those who
helped make last year a good one for MSA. Council, including President-
Elect Spatafora and Vice President Lodge are actively engaged in develop-
ing a vision for MSA’s future. Over the past year, Executive Vice President
Lori Carris has served as a brain center for the society, organizing commu-
nications among Council, the committees, and our publishers at Allen Press.
Treasurer Marc Cubeta has guided the MSA through investment and award
decisions. Tim Baroni stepped in to fill a temporary vacancy on the Finance
committee last year and still provides good investment advice based on long
experience. MSA Program Director Kerry O’Donnell, Program Committee
members, and Local Arrangements Chair Brian Shaw organized a great pro-
gram and set of social events, and they have negotiated to ensure that MSA
has a prominent place in this year’s joint MSA/APS meeting. Thanks to all
the symposium organizers; symposia are going to be a highlight of this
year’s meeting. Webmaster Kathie Hodge has continued to update the MSA
webpages and helped us through the somewhat rocky transition to a new
Allen Press database format. Karen Hughes and the Endowment Committee
help to keep up the flow of donations that support awards for our students.
The Publications team, Editor-in-Chief Jeff Stone, Managing Editor Karen
Snetselaar, the Editorial Board and Associate Editors have ensured that My-
cologia looks terrific. 

Conclusion
Mycologia provides excellent service to the mycological community but
MSA needs to continue to think critically about how to enhance its impact
and financial bottom line. Through negotiation with publishers and BSA, I
hope that MSA can arrange a package of services that will make some of
MSA’s most crucial volunteer positions more attractive and less of a burden.
We have an active and responsive Student Section and I look forward to see-
ing students and postdocs becoming increasingly engaged in helping MSA
progress through future years. 

—Mary Berbee

ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE MSA PRESiDENT-ELECT

Summary
I. MSA Committee Assignments for 2013-2014. II. MSA 2016 Annual
Meeting. III. Possible site for MSA 2018 Annual Meeting. IV. Appointment
of new Mycologia Managing Editor. V. Amendment to the MSA Constitu-
tion and By-laws to allow for Executive Editors of Mycologia. 

I. MSA Committee Assignments, 2013-2014
A total of 29 MSA committees required new volunteer assignments for
2013. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the individuals who
are rotating off of a committee and all the individuals who have agreed to
serve on a committee this year. MSA members do a fantastic job of stand-
ing up and serving the society. Twenty-five positions have been filled by the
individuals listed below, and four committee openings, which will be filled
as soon as possible, are listed as TBD (to be determined).

Standing Committees:
Education – P. Brandon Matheny
Electronic Communications & Web Page Management – Patrick Inderbitzen
Finance – Georgiana May
International – Manfred Binder
Membership – Ignazio Carbone
Nomenclature – Priscila Chaveri

Rotating Committees - Awards
Mycological Society Distinctions – David Hibbett
Honorary Awards – Joyce Longcore
Research Awards – Jolanta Miadlikowska
Mentor – Scott Bates
Student Awards – Tom Horton

Rotating Committees – General Service
Endowment – John Taylor
Karling Lecture – Antonis Rokas
Liaison with Amateur Mycological Clubs & Societies – Dan Luoma
Nominations – Mary Berbee
Program – Thorsten Lumbsch
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Rotating Committees – Specific Expertise
Biodiversity – Bryn Dentinger
Culture Collections – TBD 
Ecology – Erik Hobby
Environmental Health & Medical Mycology – Marc Orbach
Genetics & Cell Biology – Randy Burka
Phytopathology – Barry Pryor
Conservation – Mike Castellano

Annual Meeting Committees
MSA 2015 Local Arrangements Coordinator (Edmonton) – Mary Berbee
MSA 2016 Local Arrangements Coordinator (Berkeley) – John Taylor, Tom
Bruns

Annual Foray Coordinator
2014 – Heather Hallen-Adams

Special Assignments & Appointments
Awards Coordinator – TBD 
Historian – Meredith Blackwell
Inoculum Editor – Julia Kerrigan

II. MSA 2016 Berkeley
Final arrangements are being made for the 2016 annual meeting. It will be
held at UC Berkeley on the Kerr Campus from August 7-11, 2016. John
Taylor and Tom Bruns will serve as the local arrangements personnel. The
meeting will be located on the Kerr Campus, which will be able to host all
sessions and provide onsite lodging and meals. In consultation with Presi-
dent Mary Berbee, Vice-President Jean Lodge, and John Taylor and Tom
Bruns, the contract was finalized with UC Berkeley Conference Services
and signed on August 26, 2013. Our contact with UC Berkeley Conference
Services is Nikole Halaka. 

III. Future MSA Meetings.
Georgiana May has made an initial offer to host the 2018 MSA annual meet-
ing at the University of Minnesota. They have recently hired four fungal bi-
ologists/mycologists at U. Minnesota, which would make it an exciting and
vibrant location for a scientific meeting. It is also centrally located and eas-
ily accessible by air. I recommend that we continue discussion with Geor-
giana with the goal of holding MSA 2018 at U. of Minnesota.

IV. Mycologia Managing Editor
Cathie Aime (Purdue University) has agreed to serve as Managing Editor
(ME) of Mycologia. Her appointment will officially begin Jan. 1, 2014, but
she will begin to interact with Karen Snetselaar, current ME whose term
ends Dec. 31, 2013, so that the transition is smooth as possible. At this time
I would like to thank Karen for her service as ME of Mycologia. She has
done an outstanding job and has played an important role in the continued
excellence of Mycologia. I also wish to thank Cathie for once again serving
the society in such an important position.

V. Mycologia Editor-in-Chief
Jeff Stone’s tenure as Editor-in-Chief (EIC) of Mycologia ends Dec. 31,
2013. Jeff has done an outstanding job as EIC. The articles are of high sci-
entific quality, and the journal looks great and is published in a timely and
professional manner. All of this is due to Jeff’s high standards and hard
work as EIC. As Jeff is rotating out of the EIC position, we have been hav-
ing a discussion of modifying the editorship of Mycologia to allow multiple
Executive Editors (EE) instead of a single EIC. The rationale for this is that
serving as EIC of the journal requires a significant amount of time from one
person. As individuals become more time constrained with teaching, re-
search and administration, the transition to EEs allow for the workload of
EIC to be distributed among more individuals and thus more manageable. It
also allows the journal to incorporate multiple areas of scientific expertise
(e.g., Ecology, Systematics/Taxonomy, Genetic & Cell Biology, etc.) into
the leadership rank of Mycologia. 

If the council agrees that allowing multiple EEs is a good idea, the MSA
Constitution and By-laws and the Manual of Operations will need to be
amended. Below is a draft of the amended by-law that I offer for considera-
tion. (Note: Only the Constitution and By-laws requires a vote to amend.) 

ARTICLE IV. EDITORS, COMMITTEES,
AND REPRESENTATIVES
(A) The President with approval of the Council shall appoint the Editor-in-
Chief or Executive Editors of the official journal, the Managing Editor of the
journal and editors of other official Society publications. People in early

stages of their careers who lack job security should not be appointed as an
Editor-in-Chief or an Executive Editor, Managing Editor, or Newsletter Ed-
itor. The terms of office for the Editor-in-Chief, or an Executive Editor, and
the Managing Editor shall be 5 years, with the possibility of renewal for one
term. The Editor-in-Chief, or the Executive Editors, with approval of Coun-
cil, shall appoint associate editors for three-year terms, with the possibility
of one consecutive renewal. No associate editor shall serve for more than 6
consecutive years, although long-serving associate editors may be appoint-
ed again after a lapse of two years. With approval of Council, the Editor-in-
Chief, or the Executive Editors, may replace Associate Editors in the event
they do not carry out their duties or abuse their duties. The Newsletter Edi-
tor shall serve for a term of three years.

(H) Assignments, Ex Officio Committees

(5) Committee on Publication of Memorials. Ex officio committee consist-
ing of Editor-in-Chief, or Executive Editors, President, and Historian. The
committee insures that timely Memorials of recently deceased members are
published in the Society’s journal.

ARTICLE VI. PUBLICATIONS
The journal of the Society shall serve as its official outlet for disseminating
mycological information. It shall also serve for the publication of Memori-
als, reports on the audits of the Society, and any other items deemed ger-
mane to the business of the Society by the Editor-in-Chief or Executive Ed-
itors. The Society Newsletter shall publish short informal articles, meeting
abstracts, Society notices, letters, and any other material deemed appropri-
ate by the Newsletter Editor. Book-length monographs may be published as
Mycologia Memoirs. Other publications may be authorized by the Council. 

Edits will also be necessary for the Manual of Operations (MOP). In all
places where the MOP states “Editor-in-Chief”, the MOP will be edited to
read “Editor-in-Chief or Executive Editors”. Based on the current version of
the MOP, there are 27 instances where this edit will be necessary.

I am currently in discussion with individuals to assume the office of Execu-
tive Editor with the goal of submitting these names to the Executive Coun-
cil for consideration and approval no later than September 30, 2013, fol-
lowed by a vote of the MSA membership to amend the Constitution and
By-laws during a Fall ballot.

—Joey Spatafora

ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE ViCE PRESiDENT

Amendments to By-Laws
The proposed By-Laws changes for the Fall Ballot were prepared by Exec-
utive Vice President Carris with input from President Berbee and Vice Pres-
ident Lodge. The Fall 2012 ballot approved the by-laws changes that sepa-
rated print subscription to Mycologia from membership fees (members now
receive electronic access to the journal and pay an additional fee for print
copy). The membership category of ‘post-doctoral associate’ was added.
The option for mycologists from developing countries to petition Council
for reduced membership fees was also approved.

Voting on by-laws in Fall 2012 had 396 voting among 1112 eligible mem-
bers. The results showed 95% in favor of adding a post-doctoral member-
ship category, 90% approval of changing from print to on-line access as the
default for membership, with an additional charge for print copy. 93% ap-
proved the change to remove free on-line access for Emeritus members. The
proposed changes to the dues structure, lowering the rates for most cate-
gories, was also overwhelmingly approved.

The proposed Spring 2013 By-Laws changes were prepared by the Vice
President Lodge with input from President Berbee. These changes were to
delete the print subscription rate from the by-laws (which were accidentally
included in by-laws in the Fall 2012 Ballot); to change the primary means
of conducting business to electronic communications; and to simplify by-
laws wording by defining ‘mail’ to include email. MSA By-Laws require
that the proposed changes be brought to the attention of Council before
going out to all members of the Society on the Spring Ballot. These were cir-
culated on 4 February 2013.

The proposed Spring by-laws changes were approved by: Andy Methven,
Peter Kennedy, Rosa Muiño Pérez, Sarah Bergemann, Terry Henkel. There
were no disapprovals and no discussion items raised.
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Among 919 eligible voters, 395 (43%) voted. Both proposed by-laws
changes in the Spring 2013 ballots were approved by an overwhelming ma-
jority of membership (ca. 98%).

2013 MSA Council Nominations and Election
Forty-five members responded to the calls for nominations, with 58 nomi-
nations total. This is down from last year. There were many multi-way ties
with one nomination each. It is especially difficult to find potential candi-
dates for the treasurer position. Most of the nominees declined because they
lack accounting and often investment skills. One qualified candidate de-
clined because of the amount of time needed to fulfill the treasurer duties
and need for rapid responses conflicting with other priorities. I recommend
the search for candidates who are willing to stand for election as treasurer
begin a year in advance. Not all members received emails from Jeff Mercer
as some are apparently ending up in SPAM buffers. We need to change the
sending of MSA emails related to nominations and voting with a return-re-
ceipt so we can individually contact those not responding, but we have not
had a reply from Jeff Mercer regarding whether Allen Press can make that
change. We have alerted members to check their SPAM filters and make
sure that emails from Jeff Mercer are not screened out. 

We re-instituted the publication of candidate biographies and photos in In-
oculum to coincide with the Spring Ballot. The Spring ballot closed mid-
night (Central Time) on May 6. Among 919 eligible voters, 395 (43%)
voted. No paper ballots were returned by mail. The councilors elected in the
Spring 2013 Ballot and their terms are summarized as follows:

Vice President: Kerry O’Donnell
Treasurer (3-year term): Sharon A. Cantrell
Councilor, Cell Biology & Physiology (2-year term): Brian D. Shaw
Councilor, Genetics & Molecular Biology (2-year term): Timothy James
Councilor, Systematics & Evolution (2-year term): Andy Miller
Councilor, Ecology & Pathology (2-year term): Daniel Lindner

Search for a Venue for the 2017 MSA meetings
The MSA VP was charged with locating a meeting venue for 2017, prefer-
ably in Latin America, or at least appealing to our Latin American members.
The Latin American Mycology Association, ALM, meets in November and
they are unwilling/unable to change their dates to summer to coincide with
our preferred time. Federal employees are finding it more difficult to travel
to meetings outside the USA, adding another disincentive for seeking a
Latin American venue. In addition, we are competing again to host the IMC
in Puerto Rico for the following year in 2018 and think we will succeed;
having two back-to-back meetings in Latin America would not promote ge-
ographical balance in our meeting venues. My analysis of ‘repeat’ rates in
annual meeting attendance shows a high turnover from year to year, espe-
cially among students with almost no overlap between Alaska and Con-
necticut. While there is a core of regular attendees among our regular mem-
bers, the turnover rate is surprisingly high. These data suggest we need to
maintain a balance in our meeting venues so that members can come to oc-
casional meetings that are close to their home institution. 

With assistance from Sharon Cantrell, I identified the University of Georgia,
which has excellent ties to Latin America and good transportation between
Athens and Atlanta where the International Airport is located. Marin Talbot
Brewer and Tony Glenn are willing to serve as co-chairs of a local arrange-
ments committee for Athens GA, and Scott Gold and Michelle Momany are
willing to serve on the committee.

Membership Renewal Campaign
Council members plus Meredith Blackwell assisted the Membership Com-
mittee in sending letters to non-renewed and lapsed members encouraging
them to renew their memberships. The efforts were successful but as seen in
Treasurer Cubeta and Allen Press’ Jeff Mercer reports, we still have an at-
trition of ca. 60 members per year. We should have more time to encourage
membership renewal this year (beginning with emails from Allen Press in
mid-October instead of December). I think the Membership Committee and
volunteers have done as much as we can with the longest-lapsed members,
and we should now focus on current members who have not renewed and
those who have lapsed only 1-2 years beginning in mid January. I recom-
mend that an additional member be appointed to the Membership Commit-
tee to focus exclusively on recruiting new sustaining members. 

—D. Jean Lodge

ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE EXECuTiVE ViCE PRESiDENT

The Executive Vice President’s Midyear Report, published in Inoculum [64
(2)], summarized activities from August 2012 to February 2013. A summa-
ry of activities since that time is as follows:
• Conducted 9 email polls as follows:

2013-05—Peabody’s Emeritus approval
2013-06—Discussion on print copies of Mycologia for Honorary and

Life Members
2013-07—Aeger’s Emeritus approval
2013-08—Associate Editor nomination approval
2013-09—Honorary Members and MSA Fellows nomination approval
2013-10—Traquair’s Emeritus approval
2013-11—Endorsement of CHORUS initiative
2013-12—Approval of letter for Honorary and Lifetime Members
2013-13—Discussion on the San Francisco Declaration on Research As-

sessment (DORA) 
• Obtained Council approval for 5 requests for discounted memberships via

Google docs. 
• Prepared 3 Executive VP columns for Inoculum (April, June and August

issues).
• Prepared agenda and made arrangements for follow up phone conference

May 3, 2013 to address unfinished business from the midyear Executive
Council Meeting. 

• Worked with VP Jean Lodge and Allen Press Association Manager Jeff
Mercer to set up the Spring Ballot. 

• Provided updated membership lists monthly to APS meeting organizers
and ascertained membership status of abstract authors and registrants.

• Worked with President Berbee, VP Lodge, Program Chair Kerry O’Don-
nell and Awards Coordinator Andy Methven on a variety of issues relat-
ing to the joint APS/MSA meeting. 

• Sent out call to committees for annual reports.
• Responded to email and other inquiries addressed to MSA. 
• 112 new members from 19 countries joined MSA in 2013 and will be pre-

sented for approval by member vote at the Business Meeting (Aug. 11,
2013):
Argentina—Marta Noemi Cabello
Australia—Vera Andjic
Brazil—André Luiz Firmino Sr., Fernanda Karstedt, José De Souza
Canada—Ludovic V. Le Renard, Lucy Xie,
China—Baokai Cui, Yanling Ji
Colombia—Tatiana I. Sanjuan
Ecuador—Maria E. Ordonez
Estonia—Triin Varvas
France—Pierre Bonnett, Jean Paul Chaumeton
Germany—Olaf G. Hering
Greece—Athanasios Damialis
Hungary—Levente Kiss
Italy—Luca Baldazzi, Anna Bazzicalupo, Gianluigi Boerio
Japan—Tadahiko Matsumoto
Mexico—Carlos Alpuche-Gonzalez, Yadira Hernandez-Alvarez, Do-

lores Gonzalez, Arianne Ramirez, Diego Delgado-Alvarez, Marcos
Paolinelli Sr.

New Zealand—Renee Bronwyn Johansen
Switzerland—Bruce McDonald
United States—Catharine A. Adams, Nicolette Albright, Matthew E.

Anderson, Carrie Andrew, Kayla Rae Arendt, David Arora, William
C. Bailey, Mehmet Balkan, Garrett Beier, Clarisse M. Betancourt-
Román, Timothy Berry, Deepak Bokati, Laura E. Bostic, Jeff J. Chiep-
pa, Gerald M. Cobian, Rayna G. Coletta, Aaron David, Greg Deiulio,
Sheng-Li Ding, Elise M. Douglass, Jacob K. Downing, Elizabeth En-
twistle, Kristi Ann Fenstermacher, Michael T. Gajdeczka, Maria Gar-
cia, William F. Golloway, Arthur Charles Grupe Jr., Andrii P. Gry-
ganskyi, Andrew Hart, Steven Higgins, Yu-Ling Huang, Teresa
Hughes, Richard Jacob, Anne Kakouridis, Matthew Kasson, Rachel
Anne Koch, Linas Kudzma, Christine N. Layton, Patrick R. Leacock,
Lindsey J. Longway, Brian Looney, Kale Lothamer, Katalin Malcolm,
Felipe N. Manterola, Rachael Martin, Joshua McCombs, Brenda Mc-
Cracken, Mariah McDonald, Marisa N. Meador, Edgar Mauricio Med-
ina, Jorge Mena-Ali, Otto Miettinen, Meghan Midgley, Ehren Moler,
Alena Oliver, Marc J. Orbach, Bonnie Ownley, Juan Pan, Janet R. Pet-
tegrew, Richard P. Phillips, Daniel Raudabaugh, Ryan Rebozo, Ivonne
Mari Rivera, Robert W. Roberson, Aaron Robinson, Adriana L.
Romero-Olivares, Katrina Sandona, Zachary S. Schultzhaus, Michael
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Shelton, Tatsiana Shymanovich, Benjamin A. Sikes, David J. Spero,
Jean C. Stutz, Wendy I. Taheri, Nathan R. Thorp, Camille Truong,
Jason E. Tuter, Stephanie M. Vandruff, Andrea Vu, Steve Wang,
Katherine Winsett, Serena Yang Zhao

Uruguay—Sebastián Martínez Kopp
• 5 members were approved by Council for Emeritus status since the 2012

annual report and will be presented for approval by member vote at the
Business Meeting:
Dr. Joost A. Stalpers, Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures, Utrecht,

Netherlands; MSA member for 40+ years
Dr. Jack Rogers, Department of Plant Pathology, Washington State Uni-

versity, Pullman; MSA member for 50 years
Dr. Robert B. Peabody, Biology Departent, Stonehill College, Easton,

MA; MSA member for 26 years
Dr. Reinhard Agerer, Institute for Systematic Botany, Munich, Germany;

MSA member for 34 years
Dr. Jim Traquair, Southern Crop & Food Protection, Agriculture and

Agri-Food Canada, London, ON; MSA member for 40 years
• The death of the following members were reported since the July 14,

2012 Council Meeting:
Professor Lennart Holm (July 28, 2012)
Professor Charles Bracker (November 4, 2012)
Professor Larry Grand (March 14, 2013)
Dr. Alan Taylor (March 18, 2013)
Dr. Emory Simmons (June 3, 2013)

—Lori Carris

ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE TREASuRER

Meeting, Awards and Symposia finances: 
For the 2013 APS/MSA annual meeting in Austin Texas, $6000 was allo-
cated for 12 Mentor Student Travel Awards at $500 each (Alexopoulos,
Barksdale/Raper, Barr-Bigelow, Butler, Denison, Fitzpatrick, Fuller/Emer-
son/Whisler, Korf, Luttrell, Miller, Thiers, and Wells); and $14,200 for 11
research awards (Alexopoulos Prize $1,000; Backus $1,000; Bartnicki-Gar-
cia $500; Forest Fungal Ecology $1,000; A.H. and H.V. Smith $1,200; Mar-
tin-Baker $2,000; NAMA $2,000; MSA Graduate Fellowship ($4,000 for
two awards at $2,000 each); Rippon $500; and Rogerson Awards $1,000).
Paul Stamets contributed $1000 for the Forest Fungal Ecology Award in
2013 and provided an additional $2,000 to fund this award at $1,000 each
for 2014 and 2015. Chun June Wang provided a $500 supplement for the
Martin-Baker Award to increase the amount awarded to $2,500. Rebecca
Rader of the North American Mycological Association contributed $2,000
for the NAMA Award to be given this year in honor of Ernst Both. Funds of
$6,000 were allocated to support both MSA and APS/MSA joint symposia.
Funds of $500 were allocated to each of the seven MSA committees (total
$3500) to be used as seed money for symposia, or to support outreach to the
general MSA membership via roundtables or workshops. Funds of
$1,977.79 were allocated to pay for auction and catering-related expenses in
advance of the meeting.

Publication finances: 
The total cost for publishing the Inoculum and Mycologia, including associ-
ated Allen Press Management fees for FY2013, was $279,172.86. For
FY2013, we paid production costs of $240,690.26 for seven issues of My-
cologia (including Volume 104(4) that was not incorporated with FY2012
data). These production costs included; printing expenses ($155,902.70);
Allen Track services ($4,916.32); editorial office support ($53,098.09) and
online publication services ($26,773.15). The cost for publishing each issue
of Mycologia for FY2013 was $34,384.32. Invoices for Mycologia Volume
105(4) for July/August 2013 will be paid in FY2014. The editorial office
and Allen Track expenses decreased in FY2013 compared with FY2012,
whereas Mycologia printing and online publication costs increased in
FY2013 versus FY2012. Total Allen Management costs for FY2013 were
$32,139.95 and less than in FY2012 due to reduced costs associated with
management fees, and back issue mailing and storage. The publication cost
for Inoculum in FY2013 was $6342.45 and has remained relatively constant
since FY2010. 

Publication Expenses FY 2013 FY2012 FY2011 FY2010

Total publication costs
(Inoculum, Mycologia,
and Allen Management) $279172.66 $253897.37 $355139.75 $256774.40
Inoculum 6342.45 6332.29 6199.53 6187.23
Management fees 1625.12 3044.83 1588.11 1044.99
author billing 1183.96 607.30 1949.13 716.34

back issue mailing 790.20 2700.12 3376.12 2404.88
back issue storage 280.73 1299.47 569.96 320.26
base mgmt. fees 26450.57 27629.55 25977.61 28938.26

Renewal notices, ballots 1809.37 980.51 1975.96 3232
TOTAL MANAGEMENT 32139.95 36261.78 35436.89 36656.73

Mycologia printing 155902.7 115949.95 165340.50 158177
Allen Track 4916.32 5725 6370 5041.94
Editorial office 53098.09 65331.10 108313.58 22706
Online Publication 26773.15 24297.25 33479.25 25949
Reprints 0 0 0 516.5
Author reimbursement 0 0 0 1600
TOTAL MYCOLOGIA 240690.26 211303.30 313503.33 213930.44
# of issues per year 7 issues 5 issues 7 issues 6 issues
Cost per issue 34384.32 42260.66 44786.19 35655.07

Membership: 
The number of memberships decreased from 1150 in FY2012 to 1082 for
FY2013 and the income generated from memberships decreased from
$78,986 in FY2012 to $62,620 in FY2013. The number of subscriptions de-
creased from 569 in FY2012 to 541 in FY2013. However, income generat-
ed from subscriptions increased from $196,694 in FY2012 to $204,704 in
FY2013 due to the purchase of 125 print subscriptions for hard copies of
Mycologia and inclusion of this revenue in the subscription income line
item. The number of memberships and subscriptions continue to exhibit a
continual and gradual decline since 2002.

Number of Income $ from
FY Members Subscriptions Members Subscriptions

2002 1342 804 90037 138325
2003 1295 757 100305 126404
2004 1226 774 94875 151671
2005 1232 763 96277 156574
2006 1185 729 101992 142756
2007 1199 724 89971 170910
2008 1134 713 83339 197282
2009 1139 680 80834 211317
2010 1103 657 77670 212087
2011 1109 613 78438 203291
2012 1150 569 78986 196694
2013 1082 541 62620 204704
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MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

ASCW Associate Member Worldwide 1YR 28 22 53 26 17
COMPWO Complimentary Member

Worldwide Online Only 1YR 1
DEVWO Discounted Membership

Online Only 1YR 1
EMRWB Emeritus Member Worldwide 

Print&Online 1YR 53 50 49 48
EMRWN Emeritus Member Worldwide

No Journal 1YR 114 112 112 112 122
EMRWO Emeritus Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 3 1 4 2 51
FAMWN Additional Family Member

(each) 1YR 2
FAMWO Additional Family Member

(each) Old Rate 1YR 6 3 3 3
HONWB Honorary Member Worldwide

Print&Online LIFETIME 24 26 23 23 27
HONWN Honorary Member Worldwide

No Journal LIFETIME 2 1
LIFEWB Lifetime Member Worldwide

Print&Online 1YR 1 1 2
LIFEWB Lifetime Member Worldwide

Print&Online LIFETIME 70 72 74 77 73
LIFEWO Life Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 3
POSDOCWO Post-Doctoral Member

Worldwide Online Only 1YR 15
REGWB Regular Member Worldwide

Print&Online 1YR 604 576 544 538 1
REGWO Regular Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 63 70 80 101 584
STUWB Student Member Worldwide

Print&Online 1YR 140 135 130 166 1
STUWO Student Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 20 24 26 46 177
SUSWB Sustaining Member Worldwide

Print&Online 1YR 10 10 9 8
SUSWO Sustaining Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 8

Sum: 1139 1103 1109 1150 1082

SUBSCRIPTION STATISTICS 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Institution WCOMP Complimentary Worldwide
Sub Print 10 11 2 1 2

MEMBER NNAP Non-North America Sub Print 1
Agency NUSB Non-United States Sub

Print&Online 131 121 98 79 70
Institution NUSB Non-United States Sub

Print&Online 25 24 23 16 10
MEMBER NAP North America Sub Print 5
Agency USB United States Sub

Print&Online 395 341 295 262 227
Institution USB United States Sub

Print&Online 11 15 16 8 7
Agency WO Worldwide Sub Online 98 134 169 192 209
Institution WO Worldwide Sub Online 10 11 10 11 10

Sum: 680 657 613 569 541

Endowment finances: 
The endowment fund amounts are presented below. During FY2013, $2,805
in funds was contributed to the Mentor Travel Award Funds and $2,005 to
the Research Funds. Contributions to the Uncommitted Endowment were
$15,919. Seven of the 17 mentor travel awards and all Mentor Research
awards except for the Undergraduate Research Award, have funds of
$10,000 or more. Total endowment funds increased $20,729 in FY2013 for
a total of $617,167.25.

Fund name Totals as Direct contr Totals as
of July 31, as of July 31, of July 31,

2012 2013 2013

Constantine J. Alexopoulos Travel Fund 10917 25 10942
Alma Whiffen Barksdale/ John P. Raper

Travel Fund 5794 10 5804
Howard E. Bigelow Travel Fund 9893 100 9993
Margret Barr Bigelow Travel Fund 10805.5 210 11015.5
Edward E. Butler Travel Fund 9422 0 9422
William C. Denison Travel Fund 11684 0 11684
Harry Morton Fitzpatrick Travel Fund 8318 0 8318
Fuller/Emerson/Whisler Travel Fund 7296 100 7396
R. L. Gilbertson Travel Fund 10525 210 10735
Richard P. Korf Travel Fund 8973 352 8973
Charles Kramer Travel Fund 10163.75 0 10163.75
Everett S. Luttrell Travel Fund 11816.5 250 11816.5
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Orson K. Miller Travel Fund 21774 660 22434
Harry D. Thiers Travel Fund 7792 155 7947
James M. Trappe Travel Fund 8683 495 9178
Francis A. Uecker Travel Fund 5210 65 5275
Kenneth Wells Travel Fund 4275 325 4600
Total Mentor Travel Funds 163341.75 2805 166146.75

Constantine J. Alexopoulos Prize Fund 18389 250 18639
Myron P. Backus Award Fund 28418 200 28618
George W. Martin and Gladys E. Baker

Research Fund 56423 540 56963
John Rippon Graduate Research Award 10522 0 10522
Clark T. Rogerson Fund 23858 130 23988
Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Fund 25724 135 25859
John S. Karling Annual Lecture Fund 10262 25 10287
Saloman Bartnicki-Garcia Research Fund 12444 600 13044
Undergraduate Research Award 670 1125 795
Total Mentor Research Funds 186710 2005 188715
Total Restricted Endowment 350051.75 4810 354861.75
Uncommitted Endowment 246386.5 15919 262305.5
Total Endowment 596438.25 20729 617167.25

General issues
On June 10, 2013 a copy of Emory Guy Simmon’s last will and testament
(including two codicils) was sent to the MSA treasurer from Henthorn, Har-
ris and Weliever Attorneys at Law. Dr. Simmon’s last will and testament in-
cludes a bequest of funds to the MSA to establish a research and a travel
award in his name. The will and both codicils were admitted to probate by
the Montgomery Superior Court 1 on June 7, 2013 and the Mutual Bank
d/b/a MutualWealth Management Group was appointed as personal repre-
sentative for Dr. Simmons estate. The Society received funds of $11,356.89
from JSTOR for our 2012 revenue share payment. Annual memberships
dues of $275 were paid to CrossRef and funds of $853.11 were provided to
the MSA student section to purchase supplies and t-shirts for the annual
meeting.

—Marc A. Cubeta

ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE MyCOLOGiA EDiTOR-iN-ChiEf

Mycologia Volume 104 was completed with the release of issue 104.6 on
Dec 5, 2012 and comprised 1528 pages, 135 regular research papers, two
memorials and one review based on the 2010 John S. Karling lecture on
roles of arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi in plant nutrition and growth, authored
by Sally Smith and Andrew Smith. Issues 1-4 of Vol. 105 have now been
published and the remaining two issues of Vol 105 are in final editing and
production stages; nearly all papers for 106.1 have been accepted and as-
signed to that issue. All issues have been published on schedule and all as-
pects of production are proceeding smoothly. Papers are currently being ac-
cepted and assigned to issue 2 of Vol 106 (2014).

Mycologia is continuing to attract many excellent papers in all aspects of
fungal biology. Issue 1 of Vol. 105 included an outstanding review on evo-
lution of sexual reproduction based on the 2011 Karling lecture by Joe Heit-
man, coauthored by Tim James and Sheng Sun. Issue 6 of the volume will
include a special section of eleven articles on genomics of polypores. David
Hibbett coordinated this collection of papers, and he and Jason Stajich
served as guest editors for this issue. This will be an exciting and important
collection of genomics papers and I am very happy that it will be published
in Mycologia. Between the Heitman Karling review and the polypore ge-
nomics papers, the articles in Vol. 105 included many superlative papers
that span the full range of fungal biology research: community and popula-
tion ecology, symbiotic fungi, fossil fungi, fungal genetics, plant pathogens,
molecular evolution, systematics, emerging animal pathogens. Mycologia
articles from the past few years are an incredibly rich display of the best of
current research in the field of mycology. I have thoroughly enjoyed being
involved with Mycologia authors, editors and reviewers, and all of this fas-
cinating research on fungi. Mycologia associate and assistant editors, ME
Snetselaar and I have been working very hard to make Mycologia an attrac-
tive source for publication of research on fungi.

Associate editors. Welcome and thanks to Dr. Ning Zhang, Dept. of Plant
Biology and Pathology, Rutgers University, and Dr. Yu Ming Ju, Institute
of Plant and Microbial Biology, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, who have
agreed to serve as associate editors. I also extend many thanks to AEs whose

terms expired in 2012 for their years of service to the MSA: Lori Carris,
David Geiser, Steve Harris, Robby Roberson, Margaret Silliker and Merlin
White. These retiring associate editors and those who are continuing have
done an exceptional job of timely processing of manuscripts submitted to
the journal. And of course the contributions of MSA members who agree to
review papers is very much appreciated. Contributions by many individuals
is keeping Mycologia strong and well supplied with papers that represent
best of current research on fungi.

General publication statistics. 303 new manuscripts were submitted Jan 1
– Dec 31 2012, close to the 283 submitted in 2011 (+ 7%). For 2012 the ac-
ceptance rate was 41% with 5% still outstanding. For 2012 the average time
to first decision was 40 days and time to final decision was 70 days. For the
two-year period, 2011– 2012, 586 papers were submitted, 47% accepted,
3% still outstanding; time to first decision was 44 days and average time to
final decision was 84 days. To date (Jul 31, 2013) for 2013, 169 papers have
been submitted, slightly fewer than one year ago, of which 32% were ac-
cepted and 32% are still pending decision. Submissions to Mycologia have
been trending upward over the past several years, and while the acceptance
rate has declined somewhat the size of issues has been increasing. Mycolo-
gia published 129 articles in 2011 (1465 pages) and 136 in 2012 (1528
pages), compared to 91 in 2008 (991 pages), 99 in 2009 (934 pages). The
larger size of recent issues reflects increasing numbers of manuscripts sub-
mitted. I have been reluctant to impose a highly selective editorial policy,
preferring to keep Mycologia open to all authors conducting research on
fungi. But the increasing numbers of papers submitted and the limitations of
our editorial workload and society finances have nevertheless made it nec-
essary to change the criteria for publication, mostly with respect to taxo-
nomic papers that primarily concern new species. For the most part, decid-
ing what criteria to apply rests with the associate editors who are specialists
in a particular subject area. I hope that Mycologia will continue to attract
substantial, important papers in all subject areas.

I am completing the last year of my term as Mycologia EIC. It has been my
great pleasure to work with many members of the MSA to keep the society’s
journal sound. There are too many people to thank for all they have con-
tributed to the functioning of the Mycologia. I especially want to thank ME
Karen Snetselaar for her diligence and wise counsel in the many tough de-
cisions that we have had to make to keep Mycologia current in both content
and delivery, and the many MSA member who have served as associate ed-
itors during my term. I look forward to working with the next EIC to transi-
tion into the leadership of Mycologia and I hope to complete my term with
the journal in excellent conditon to pass on to the next EIC. Academic pub-
lishing, especially academic publishing by nonprofit societies, faces a very
uncertain future. Mycologia has changed considerably during the past five
years and will need to keep changing to remain viable. Publishing Mycolo-
gia is one of the most important things that the MSA does and is the most
visible reflection of the society. I hope very much that the journal will con-
tinue to prosper and serve as a showcase for the best of research in mycolo-
gy and I hope MSA members will continue to be very generous in their sup-
port of Mycologia.

—Jeff Stone

ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE ASSOCiATiON MANAGER

Memberships Catch up After Delayed Start of the 2013
Membership Renewal Campaign

The 2013 MSA membership drive was delayed as members went to the polls
last September to vote on two proposed Constitutional amendments. Mem-
bers were asked to vote if future elections would be conducted electronical-
ly and if MSA should remove Mycologia print subscriptions as a default
benefit of membership. Both proposed changes passed by wide margins.

While members went to the polls, Allen Press used the slight delay to ad-
dress the need to upgrade to a new database capable of handling MSA mem-
bership and subscription records and supporting the online business office
website. The membership drive which normally starts in mid-September did
not get underway until the first of December as Allen Press migrated MSA
records to a new database, and developed and launched a new online busi-
ness website tied to the new database. There were a few unforeseen glitch-
es in the new website but all-in-all MSA members quickly responded to the
new online business website and membership numbers soon matched YTD
levels from previous years. 
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In preparation for the 2014 Membership Drive, Allen Press is working with
MSA Officers to make the online experience less complicated for members
in 2014. Based on feedback provided this past year, Allen Press is working
to improve both the navigation of the online business website as well as the
online transaction experience.

2013 MSA Membership Review
Yearly Membership Comparison
1083 as of July 1, 2009  . . . . . . . . 1139 MSA Memberships as of December 31, 2009
1034 as of July 1, 2010  . . . . . . . . 1103 MSA Memberships as of December 31, 2010
1045 as of July 1, 2011  . . . . . . . . 1108 MSA Memberships as of December 31, 2011
1123 as of July 2, 2012  . . . . . . . . 1150 MSA Memberships as of December 31, 2012
1086 MSA Memberships as of July 15, 2013

Memberships
952 Retained Memberships = 83% retention rate: 
Breakdown of 2012 members who renewed their MSA mem-
berships for 2013. 
15 Associate Member Worldwide
120 Emeritus Member Worldwide No Journal
50 Emeritus Member Worldwide Online Only
10 Post-Doctoral Member Worldwide Online Only
109 Student Member Worldwide Online Only
1 Student Member Worldwide Print & Online

541 Regular Member Worldwide Online Only
2 Additional Family Member (each)
20 Honorary Member Worldwide Print & Online
2 Life Member Worldwide Online Only
73 Lifetime Member Worldwide Print & Online
8 Sustaining Member Worldwide Online Only
1 Discounted Membership Online Only

110 Recruited Memberships = 10% of the current
membership base.
Breakdown of New Members who joined MSA in 2013.
2 Associate Memberships
1 Emeritus Worldwide with online access
4 Post Doctoral with Online Access to MYCO
62 Students Worldwide with Online Access to MYCO
38 Regular Worldwide with Online Access to MYCO
2 Honorary with print & online access to MYCO
1 Life Member with Online Access to MYCO

24 Reclaimed Memberships = .002% of the current membership
base.
Lapsed members (2009, 2010 or 2011) who rejoined MSA in
2013. 
2 Emeritus Members No Journal
1 Post-Doctoral Member Worldwide Online Only
6 Student Member Worldwide Online Only
9 Regular Member Worldwide Online Only
1 Regular Member Worldwide Print & Online
5 Honorary Member Worldwide Print & Online

Transactions
2013 Memberships - Pay Dates by Month
3 Prior to December 2012

609 December 2012
130 January 2013
120 February 2013
105 March 2013
53 April 2013
46 May 2013
16 June 2013

4 July 1-15, 2013
—Jeff Mercer, Allen Press Association Manager

ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE EDuCATiON COMMiTTEE

The Education Committee worked closely to establish funding for the “Un-
dergraduate Research Award” in support of professional development of un-
dergraduate scientists. The chair of the committee, Matthew Smith, along
with committee members Sarah Bergemann and Matt Kierle, generated a
draft of the criteria for the award.

Matt Kierle and Sarah Bergemann also began initial fundraising efforts. The
initial responses were positive and several contributions were promised.

Two responses from members suggested that the Education Committee
should carefully consider whether the needs of all undergraduate institutions
are served. The committee was charged with generating a draft document
that outlines the criteria selection along with a proposed discussion at the
next MSA council meeting. After this meeting, the committee will draft a
policy document for approval at the next Council meeting in 2014.

—Matthew E. Smith, Chair
Sarah Bergemann

Matthew Kierle
Beth Frieders

ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE ENDOwMENT COMMiTTEE

Activities for the Endowment Committee in 2012-2013 included running the
annual auction at the MSA meetings in New Haven, responding to donations
with a ‘thank you’ letter on behalf of the society and planning fundraising
for the Undergraduate fund in conjunction with the undergraduate commit-
tee. The auction at New Haven generated $8199.46.

Donations
August 2012 Auction revenue
Sept 2012 no donations
Oct 2012 no donations to endowment funds. Yale

& U of Alaska Symposia sponsorships ($68,146)
November 2012 no donations
December 2012 $6170
January 2013 $1415
February 2013 $200
March 2013 $790
April 2013 $600
May 2013 $100
June 2013 $500 June Wang to the Martin-Baker award
July 2013 $2000 NAMA donation

—Karen W. Hughes-Chair
Jessie Glaeser (2012-2014)
Don Hemmes (2011-2015)

Cathie Aime (2012-2016)

ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE fiNANCE COMMiTTEE

The total market value of the MSA Investment Portfolio with Wells Fargo
Advisors as of June 30, 2013, is $1,009,815.43, an increase from
$921,298.40 on June 30, 2012. Assets in the Endowment Account are now
$614,548.15 and assets in the Operating Account are currently at
$395,267.28. As of June 30, 2012, the values of the two accounts were
$598,114.29 and $323,184.11 respectively. The MSA portfolio is set up as
two separate accounts, the Operating Account and the Endowment Account.
Moneys are invested in the following percentages for each account as of Jun
30, 2013. In the Operating Account the funds are apportioned currently as
71.63% in Cash and 28.37% in Mutual Funds. For the Endowment Account
the funds are distributed as 58.02% in Cash, and 41.98% in Mutual Funds. 

The Society’s finances remain stable with growth in both the Endowment
and Operating Accounts. Interest rates on CDs continue to remain very low
for 6-month, 1-year or even 2-year certificates. Interest rates available no
better for US Treasury Notes. Our Mutual Funds’ investments are growing
steadily with approximately 3.46% and 3.57% in annual returns over the last
statement period in each of the two investment funds. With recent upward
trends in these markets, we have completely recovered from losses suffered
during the economic downturn. 

Discussions with the Wells Fargo advisor indicate that now is the time to re-
balance the portfolio as investments have recovered the pre-2008 levels and
to consider an actively managed portfolio less dependent on the members of
the Finance Committee for investment decisions. To this end funds have not
been reinvested in CDs pending this potential change in strategy and as they
no longer produce meaningful income. Although both current funds are rel-
atively conservative, they are heavily weighted in “large-cap” companies,
which is out of line with the Society’s needs for conservative income/in-
vestment management and are managed by a single fund manager. A more
balanced approach incorporating bond funds and other vehicles that will
maintain value and grow in a stock market downturn such as used by hospi-
tal endowment funds is recommended. Historically the accounts have held
35% equity mutual funds with the remainder in cash equivalents and it is
proposed to move to 40% equities, 40% short-to-intermediate duration
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bonds, 15% short-term CDs, and 5% cash. In addition, this will lower the ex-
posure of risk of a single bad decision by an account manager by spreading
the investments across 11 accounts with different account managers. 

—Lisa A Castlebury, (2012-2015) Chair
Martha Powell (2009-2013)

Jim Worrall (2012-2016)
Marc Cubeta, ex officio
Mary Berbee, ex officio

ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE MEMBERShiP COMMiTTEE

As of 30 June, 2013, and based on reports from Allen Press, we have 1082
members, slightly down from the previous year’s total of 1123 and about the
same number we had in 2010 (1089) and in 2011 (1071). The membership
committee and several past and present members of the MSA executive
leadership e-mailed 229 individual lapsed members in an attempt to rekin-
dle their interest in the Mycological Society of America membership. Cross-
checking the membership list from Allen Press on 1 July, 2013 indicated
that about 110 of those individuals had re-enlisted. In many cases, the e-mail
prompts went unanswered, but in several, former members had forgotten to
renew or had not been cognizant that their membership status had gone
delinquent. In addition, all members of the membership committee prompt-
ed (via- e-mail) lapsed student members about their willingness to rejoin
MSA. In all but a few cases, the e-mail queries bounced back or were unan-
swered. We contacted 144 lapsed student members (some lapsed since
2009) and based on the May (2103) data from Allen Press, only one of them
had rejoined MSA. The data suggest that we need to a bit more effort in en-
ticing lapsed members back into the fold and more importantly, we need to
devise more successful ways to connect with student members and convince
them to make mycology a life-long interest or a career. The membership
committee will meet at this year’s meeting in Austin to debrief and strate-
gize on more effective ways to reach lapsed members and encourage addi-
tional interest in mycology by student members. 

The transition to the new Allen Press portal for acquiring data has made
checking on membership information easier and the data available 24/7.
This feature has allowed any MSA member with administrative rights to
quickly check to determine if, for example, a lapsed member has been rein-
stated on the membership roles. In addition and encouragingly, I was not
made aware of any problems with payment options for prospective members
this year. Last year, several of the members e-mailed informing several of
us that they had problems with payments or renewing their membership on-
line. 

Members: Jose Herrera (Chair), Marin Talbot Brewer, Suzanne Joneson,
Andy Wilson, and Deborah J Lodge (past chair)

—Jose Herrera, Chair

ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE NOMENCLATuRE COMMiTTEE

Since the mid-year report (Inoculum 64(2), April 2013), members of the
committee have advised membership, as well as associate editors and the
Editor-in Chief of Mycologia on several nomenclatural issues.

We also want to remind potential authors of Mycologia that they may con-
sult the Nomenclatural FAQ at Mycologia’s HighWire website
(http://www.mycologia.org/site/misc/FAQvers2.xhtml) for guidance on
good nomenclatural practice. There was a nice article on the one-name
changes and the relevance of this to plant pathology that appeared on Amer-
ican Phytopathology Society Website: www.apsnet.org.

Seifert will co-chair a special symposium entitled: “One Fungus, One Name:
The impact of recent changes in fungal nomenclature” at the annual meeting
in Austin, TX.

—Roy E. Halling (Chair)
Drew Minnis
Keith Seifert

ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE MSA
hONORARy AwARDS COMMiTTEE

We received two complete nominations for MSA Honorary Member, one
for Wenying Zhuang and one for Jens C. Frisvad. We are unanimous in our
support for both members. 

We received four complete nominations for MSA Fellow. We are unani-
mous in our support for three of the nominees, and in our lack of support for
the fourth. Chair Taylor will write a note to the fourth nominee explaining
our decision and inviting him to become more involved in the MSA. 

The committee notes that we are approaching the limit of numbers of MSA
Fellows, which is mandated by the ByLaws at 5% of membership. Accord-
ing to our website, there are 1004 MSA Members (search the directory with-
out any added info and you get 1004 replies), leading to a maximum of 50
MSA Fellows. With this year’s addition, we now have 42 MSA Fellows.
The committee suggests raising the limit to 10% of the MSA membership or
100 MSA Fellows, whichever number is higher. This change would require
changing ByLaw ARTICLE IV, E, 7, e Honorary Awards: 3 members, all
past-presidents of MSA, each serving a 3-year term. The committee calls for
nominations, screens, and recommends nominees for Honorary Membership
and the MSA Fellow Awards to Council. Nominees for Honorary Member-
ship are officially approved by majority of Council and notified immediate-
ly by the MSA President, being encouraged to attend the annual meeting at
which they will be honored. MSA Fellows are to be selected from members
who have completed at least 11 years of service aftr their PhD with no upper
limit and who are outstanding mycologists on the basis of one or more cri-
teria: a solid record of mycological research, and/or successful teaching
and development of teaching materials for mycology, and/or significant
service to the Society. This is meant to recognize a core group of mid-career
mycological acheivers and outstanding MSA volunteers. Over the years, the
total number of MSA Fellows will not surpass 5% of the membership at any
one time. 

—John Taylor (Chair)
Meredith Blackwell

Mary Palm
Greg Mueller (ex-officio)

ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE RESEARCh AwARDS COMMiTTEE

The 2013 Research Awards Committee comprised Ning Zhang, Betty
Strack, David Geiser, Peter Kennedy, Teresa Pawlowska (chair), and Den-
nis Desjardin (ex officio). The committee received 25 applications for the
awards administered. After careful consideration, we are happy to announce
the following award recipients:

Martin-Baker Award
Carrie Andrew: How will mycorrhizal fungal communities respond to
abatement of nitrogen additions?

Clark T. Rogerson Student Research Award
Stephen Miller: Discovering the origin of dogwood anthracnose (Discula
destructiva).

Forest Fungal Ecology Research Award
Sydney Glassman: Cascading effects of the invasive pathogen Phytophtho-
ra ramorum on ectomycorrhizal fungal communities in redwood- tanoak
forests.

Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Research Award
Nicholas Dowie: Identification of the undescribed Eastern Rhizopogon
species of Pterospora andromedea.

John W. Rippon Research Award
Lucy Xie: Dissecting regulatory circuitry governing fungal drug tolerance
composed of Hsp90, calcineurin, Cas5 and protein kinase C signaling.

Salomon Bartnicki-Garcia Award
Alexis Carlson: Developmental norms in the wood decaying basid-
iomycete Lentinus tigrinus.

—Teresa Pawlowska, Chair
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ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE MENTOR STuDENT
TRAVEL AwARDS COMMiTTEE

The Mentor Student Travel Awards Committee continues to reflect great
student enthusiasm for MSA meeting participation. As has been the case for
the past several years, we received considerably more applications than we
were able to fund (31 applications submitted, 12 funded, and the breadth of
interests and topics represented bode well for the 2013 Annual Meeting.

—Heather Hallen-Adams, Chair

ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE STuDENT AwARD COMMiTTEE

This year the Student Awards Committee received several excellent appli-
cations. We encourage everyone, who could not be considered this year to
apply again. This year’s award recipients are:

MSA Fellowships
Alisha Owensby: Phylogenomics of host jumping in the genus Elapho-
cordyceps

Andrew “Roo” Vandegrift: Dispersal ecology of Xylaria endophytes in
the cloud forest of Ecuador

NAMA Fellowship
Cesar Herrera: Cospeciation of the mycoparasite Cosmospora with its as-
sociated fungal hosts

Backus Award
Aaron David: Effects of environment and host on endophyte communities
of coastal dune grasses

—Imke Schmitt, Chair
Antonio Izzo

Julia Kerrigan
Tim James

John McKemy, Past Chair

ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE KARLiNG ANNuAL
LECTuRE COMMiTTEE

The members of the 2012/2013 Karling Annual Lecture Committee—
Cameron Currie (chair), Anne Pringle, Joe Heitman and Brian Shaw (ex of-
ficio, Past Chair)—have selected Professor Barbara Howlett from the Uni-
versity of Melbourne (http://www.botany.unimelb.edu.au/blackleg/) as the
2013 speaker. A brief biography is provided below: 

Dr. Barbara Howlett is a professor in the Department of Botany at the Uni-
versity of Melbourne in Australia. She is an internationally recognized ex-
pert on fungal interactions and diseases of plants, with a focus on Lep-
tosphaeria maculans which causes blackleg, the major disease of canola
world wide. Her work spans molecular, genetic, and genomic approaches
wed with field work and she is frequently called upon as an expert with re-
spect to agriculture and enhancing crop production in Australia. Her overall
goal is to develop improved strategies for control of this important plant
crop disease. Her work has recently contributed to the first genomic se-
quences for this species, developed genome wide mutagenic approaches
with Agrobacterium, and focused on the gene clusters that produce natural
products and their evolution and function. Dr. Howlett was the co-organiz-
er of the 2007 Asilomar Fungal Genetics GSA-sponsored meeting, and
serves on and chairs the Fungal Genetics Policy Committee. She is an asso-
ciate editor of PLOS Pathogens and serves on the editorial board of Eu-
karyotic Cell. She delivered the 2012 Plenary lecture at the European Fun-
gal Genetics Conference, Marburg, Germany and the 2011 Keynote closing
lecture at the FEBS Advanced Lecture Course on Human Fungal Pathogens,
Nice, France. She is an elected fellow of the American Academy of Micro-
biology.

—Cameron Currie, Chair

ANNuAL REPORT LiAiSON
wiTh AMATEuR MyCOLOGiCAL SOCiETiES

The first meeting of the North American Mycoflora (NAMycofl) project,
held one year ago at the MSA meeting in New Haven, CT, generated a lot
of excitement in both the professional and amateur mycology communities.
Since then, Tom Bruns has summarized the goals of the NAMycofl in the
November 2012 issue of New Phytologist. There are reports that several am-
ateur clubs and organizations from different parts of the country are organ-
izing and collecting voucher specimens in anticipation of a more active

NAMycofl initiative. To this end, a white paper is still in the draft stages,
and co-ordination of tasks and logistics around the project are ongoing.

The Amateur Liaison Committee has been discussing how best to coordinate
NAMycofl efforts with amateur clubs and organizations. One question to be
addressed is how conscious are we, as a professional society, of the various
regional amateur organizations in North America? Conversely, how aware
are amateur mycologists of the MSA or NAMycofl project? How much in-
terest in documenting North American macrofungi exists in the amateur
community? These are some fundamental questions that need to be ad-
dressed in order to effectively solicit and co-ordinate regional amateur co-
operation toward describing North American macrofungal diversity. 

In order to answer these and other questions the committee intends to put to-
gether a poll that will be distributed among the professional and amateur
mycological communities. We have been in discussion with David Rust, the
president of the North American Mycological Association (NAMA), on
how to go about polling amateur groups and organizations. We are also in-
terested in soliciting help from people with experience in polling in order to
obtain valuable, quantifiable data on regional awareness and interest in the
MSA, NAMycofl, and local amateur organizations. 

Over the next several months we will continue to seek advice and input on
our poll. Upon successfully distributing the poll and receiving the input from
various professional and amateur mycologists, we will publish the results in
upcoming volumes of Inoculum and Mycophile, the newsletter of NAMA.

—Andrew Wilson, Chair
Bradley Kropp
Joe McFarland
Nathan Wilson

ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE MSA PROGRAM
COMMiTTEE iNCLuDiNG LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS

Planning for the joint APS-MSA annual meeting in August, 2013 in Austin,
Texas was greatly facilitated by frequent and collegial communications be-
tween Mary Berbee [MSA President], Lori Carris [MSA Executive Vice
President], D. Jean Lodge [MSA Vice President], Brian D. Shaw [MSA
Local Arrangements], Kerry O’Donnell [MSA Program Chair] and various
representatives of APS, including Betty Ford and Rhonda Wilkie [APS
Meeting Planning], Bam Herkert [APS Registration & Abstracts], Michael
J. Boehm [APS President], George S. Abawi [APS President-Elect] and the
APS Annual Meetings Board directed by Scott T. Adkins. As of 18 June
2013, 176 individuals registered for the 2013 meeting under MSA and 1119
under APS. The MSA registrants are scheduled to present 73 oral presenta-
tions, 109 posters and participate in 14 symposia. Special thanks are due
Brian D. Shaw for making numerous trips to Austin to insure that all aspects
of the local arrangements, including the Texas Foray held jointly with APS,
the MSA Student Mixer and MSA Volunteer Reception held offsite at
Max’s Wine Dive, were memorable events. In addition, thanks are due Mia
Maltz [UC-Irvine] for spearheading the MSA Student group. Lastly, thanks
are due all of the individuals who graciously agreed to serve of moderators
of the Special Sessions and those who served as judges of the student poster
and oral presentation competitions.

—Kerry O’Donnell

ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE BiODiVERSiTy COMMiTTEE 

Summary
The biodiversity committee is charged with developing a symposium or ses-
sion on biodiversity for each annual meeting. This year the committee de-
veloped a symposium proposal on biodiversity for the MSA-APS annual
meeting titled: Biodiversity and Biogeography of Macrofungi: from the
Southern States to the Neotropics. This proposal was not selected for the
2013 meeting. The biodiversity committee was active in teaching and out-
reach and Juliano Baltazar is part of a PhD exchange program working on
the taxonomy of corticioids in Argentina, Cathy Cripps led several local for-
ays and participated in a short film on morels and made a guest TV appear-
ance; Kabir Peay participated in a teaching workshop in Malyasia to help
train local students in mycological methods; Matt Smith participated in the
FESIN meeting to discuss the North American Mycoflora project and as is
contributing to the NSF digitization grant “The Macrofungi Collection Con-
sortium” with the goal of digitizing specimens from several institutions for
an online database: http://mycoportal.org/portal/index.php , Matt was also
the main speaker at a “Science Café” event orchestrated by the Florida Mu-
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seum of Natural History. For research on Biodiversity, Cathy attended the
week long International Symposium on Arctic-Alpine Mycology at the
Kevo Field Station in Finland; and Matt participated in a research expedi-
tion to collect Nothofagus-associated fungi in Chile and Argentina. Com-
mittee members gave presentations at the International Symposium on Arc-
tic-Alpine Fungi 9 in Finland (Cathy), the Argonne Soil Metagenomics
Meeting (Peay), the Department of Plant and Microbial Diversity, Berkeley
(Peay) and at the APS meeting in Rhode Island (Matt on Metagenomics in
fungal community ecology). The committee produced 13 publications on
biodiversity of fungi in such diverse areas as Argentina, Brazil, Yellowstone
National Park, the Arctic, Guyana, Japan, and China. Papers focused on sys-
tematics, new species, surveys, ecology and trends in the global diversity of
ectomycorrhizal fungi. Details are in our final report.

—Cathy Cripps, Chair
Juliano Baltazar

Kabir Peay
Matt Smith

ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE CuLTuRE COLLECTiON COMMiTTEE

2012-2013 was a period full of activity by MSA members advocating for
policy issues on culture collections. In September Kevin McCluskey hosted
the first meeting of the United States Culture Collection Network
(http://www.usccn.org ), a research coordination network of microbial
repository researchers sponsored by NSF. The meeting was held on the
Kansas City campus of the University of Missouri at the Fungal Genetics
Stock Center. Special guests of the meeting were 75 students from six local
high schools and also some undergraduate students who listened to infor-
mation on careers in science and opportunities for internships. The govern-
ment, academic and commercial participants had the opportunity to attend a
tour the Fungal Genetics Stock Center during the three day meeting. The
professional workshop was organized under the categories of Databases,
Basic Techniques/Curriculum, and Impacts with organized committees ad-
dressing current and future issues. Abstracts of the presentations are avail-
able online at http://www.usccn.org. 

A second meeting and workshop occurred at the USDA ARS Culture Col-
lection facility in Peoria, Illinois. This meeting was also organized and at-
tended by members of the US Culture Collection Network (USCCN) steer-
ing committee including MSA members Dave Geiser and Jessie Glaeser,
and one product of the meeting was the agreement to contribute protocols
from several collection centers on the USCCN online-protocol guide. The
goals of the meeting were to increase participation in the USCCN, to de-
scribe the aims of the USCCN, to establish communication among collec-
tion workers, and to share success stories of sustainable operations of mod-
ern germplasm repositories. Discussions included the topic of intellectual
property regulations and how they are changing following the era of the UN
Convention on Biological Diversity. Abstracts from this meeting are also
available. 

Future events for 2013 include the 13th International Conference on Culture
Collections to be held in Beijing, China and an October meeting at the Na-
tional Center for Marine Algae and Microbiota in Boothbay Harbor, Maine.
A recent event that will contribute to strengthening the MSA Culture Col-
lection Committee’s voice on policy is the appointment of Kevin Mc-
Cluskey to the American Phytopathology Society Public Policy Board. Ad-
ditionally, Rick Bennett and Kevin have contributed of an article, “Culture
Collection Issues: How do we provide services at a reasonable cost?”, to ap-
pear soon in 2013 Phytopathology News. 

MSA members interested in culture collections and their sustainable man-
agement are invited to attend the APS Collections and Germplasm Commit-
tee meeting on Saturday evening at 8:30!

MSA members may have noticed the new and informative “ATCC New
Product Microbiology” newsletter periodically sent out to email addresses
of potential customers. Recent articles introducing a drug testing panel for
screening multi-drug resistant Aspergillus fumigatus and Candida species
are an example of a culture collection addressing some relevant mycology
topics. 

—Gerard Adams, Chair
Kevin McCluskey 

Daniel Lindner
Andrew Miller

Joseph Bischoff, Past Chair

ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE ECOLOGy COMMiTTEE

Members: Andrea Porras-Alfaro, Chair (2009-2013), Nicole Hynson (2010-
2014), Christopher Crabtree (2012-2015), Anthony Amend (2012-2016),
Harold Keller, ex officio, Past Chair 

1. Organization of the MSA/APS Symposium title: Fungal Ecology: from
communities to the globe. This symposium sponsored by New Phytologist
Trust, Fungal Ecology (Elsevier Publishing), and the APS/MSA organizing
committee is bringing together eight leading national and international re-
searchers from the field of ecology whose research foci include topics in
fungal ecology at the community, landscape, ecosystem or global scales. As
there is often a disconnect between researchers working at different biolog-
ical or geographical scales; this symposium will provide a venue with which
to bridge this gap, giving researchers from a diversity of backgrounds and
expertise to present, and interact with new potential colleagues. This sym-
posium was organized by MSA Ecology Committee member Nicole Hyn-
son.

2. The organization of the Alexander H. Smith Lake States Foray took
placed at the Alice L. Kibbe Field Research Station-WIU, IL in September
21-23th, 2012. We had over 64 participants including amateur mycologists,
faculty, and many grad and undergraduate students (Organized by Andrea
Porras-Alfaro, https://sites.google.com/site/mycologicalforay/)

3. We co-organized a discussion working group at the LTER All Scientist
Meeting title” Future of LTER Fungal/Bacterial Environmental Genomics
Studies” in Estes Park Colorado and have 43 participants from 17 different
LTER sites (Organized by Sharon Cantrell, Andrea Porras-Alfaro, Lee Tay-
lor, Don Natvig http://asm2012.lternet.edu/working-groups/future-lter-fun-
galbacterial-environmental-genomics-studies).

4. Harold W. Keller presented the talk “The Wonderful World of Myx-
omycetes” as an invited speaker for the Wisconsin Mycological Socie-
ty, May 7, Milwaukee.

5. Andrea Porras-Alfaro presented a talk for general public title: “White
Nose Syndrome: a deadly pathogen among bats” during Bald Eggle Appre-
ciation Days, Keokuk, IA.

5. Relevant Publications included: Keller, H. W. 2012. Myxomycete histo-
ry and taxonomy: highlights from the past, present, and future. Mycotaxon
122: 369-387.

— Andrea Porras-Alfaro, Chair

ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE GENETiCS
& CELL BiOLOGy COMMiTTEE

Committee approved in principle of two proposed sessions for the 2013
MSA Meeting in Austin. Unfortunately, both proposals were shelved due to
other commitments by organizers. However, we summarize these ideas
below for possible consideration at a future meeting.

1) proposal by Joan Bennett for a session on “Fungal communication sys-
tems: intra-specific, inter-specific and inter-kingdom signaling.” This is an
interesting topic that spans multiple disciplines and would be of broad in-
terest. 

2) proposal by Brian Shaw and Robby Roberson for a social event centered
on “Fungi in the Movies”. Idea was to host an evening event during MSA
Annual Meeting in which one or more projectors would continuously loop
movies featuring fungi. Movie and photo materials would be solicited from
mycologists and provide a basis for activities at the event such as answering
questions on the images. DVDs of the material could be offered as prizes at
the event and could be otherwise sold for teaching purposes with proceeds
going to MSA student awards.

—Myron Smith, Chair (2009-2013)
Albert Torzilli (2010-2014)

Scott Baker (2011-2015)
Li-Jun Ma (2012-2016)

Terry Hill, ex officio, Past Chair
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ANNuAL REPORT
Of ThE fuNGAL CONSERVATiON COMMiTTEE

The Fungal Conservation Committee is working to develop a system to keep
committee members and others abreast of conservation activities that are on-
going or being planned. This report is focused on activities that the Chair
(Mueller) is aware of and has been involved with

There has been quite a bit happening at the international level (IUCN and In-
ternational Society for Fungal Conservation).

First and foremost, a motion was overwhelmingly approved at the IUCN
World Congress calling on nations and conservation organizations to focus
attention on fungi. While just a motion, it represented a shift at IUCN and in
the international conservation movement in recognizing the need and value
of fungal conservation.

Again at the IUCN level, Mueller was involved with two distinct projects.
The first is an initiative to develop better bio-indicators to monitor the suc-
cess of landscape level forest restoration projects. So far there has been two
workshops, one in the UK and one in Ghana as part of this initiative. The
other initiative is IUCN’s efforts to designate Key Biodiversity Areas across
the globe. Mueller participated in a workshop to develop criteria for areas to
be considered for KBA designation. Fungi are being included in both of
these initiatives for the first time.

The Global Fungal Red List Initiative is another major international effort
that was begun this year. The initiative aims to facilitate and to coordinate a
concerted effort by the global mycological community to get as many threat-
ened fungi as possibly assessed and classified as globally red listed. In doing
so, the initiative will raise the awareness of fungal conservation among my-
cologists, the conservation community, policy makers and the general pub-
lic. The initiative is being coordinated by the 5 IUCN Fungal Specialist
Groups and the IUCN Species Survival Commission Office. The initiative’s
website that will serve as the portal to engage the community and collect in-
formation on species nominated for assessment is now being tested. The
final version will be rolled out to the public in September. The Mohamed bin
Zayed Species Conservation Fund supported the creation of the website.

The first congress of the International Society for Fungal Conservation is
taking place from 11-15 November in Turkey. The planning committee for
the congress has been working via email and the program is developing
well. http://www.fungal-conservation.org/icfc3/index.htm

—Gregory Mueller, Chair
Else Vellinga

Todd Osmundson
Jean Bérube

Sharon Cantrell, Past Chair

2013 MSA fORAy REPORT

Texas foray
Saturday, August 10
8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Organizers: Brian Shaw, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX,
U.S.A.; Harold Keller, Botanical Research Institute of Texas, Arlington,
TX, U.S.A.; Sydney Everhart, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR,
U.S.A.

Sponsoring Committees/Sponsors: APS-MSA
Fee: $35
Get your boots dirty on this fungal foray for macro- and microfungi in nat-
ural settings. This excursion will take you to Barton Creek Greenbelt, con-
sidered one of Austin’s best outdoor destinations. Novices and experts alike
will have a chance to forage for fungi, and at midmorning, participants will
return to the convention center to examine and identify specimens and listen
to a lecture by a local expert. Lunch will be on your own at any of down-
town Austin’s many dining options.

Discussion following Texas Foray:
Mushrooms of Southeast Texas. C. OVREBO (1), D. P. LEWIS (2). (1)
Department of Biology, University of Central Oklahoma, Edmond, OK,
U.S.A.; (2) Gulf States Mycological Society, Fungal TWIG, Big Thicket
National Preserve, Newton, TX, U.S.A. 

Bios: Clark Ovrebo is interested in temperate and tropical Agaricomycetes.
Current projects include fungi of Oklahoma, the Gulf Coast region, and
southeast Texas and the genus Tricholoma in North America. He is also in-
terested in temperate and tropical stinkhorns, rain forest fungi of Costa Rica
and Panama, and fungi of the Atlantic Forest of northeast Brazil. David
Lewis’s interest is the taxonomy and distribution of Texas and Gulf Coast
fungi, with emphasis on the genera Amanita, Boletus, Lactarius, Russula,
and other agarics. He is also interested in ectomycorrhizal relationships and
the chemistry of fungi. He is a retired chemist. 

One bus at a maximum seating capacity of 55 (filled).
Talk scheduled after the foray bus trip back at Convention Center

There was a lot of planning that went into this foray. July and August are the
hottest months of the year for this part of Texas (100+degree temperatures
are commonplace). We made visits to Enchanted Rock, Selah, Bamberger
Ranch Preserve, Perdernales Falls State Park, and finally decided to stay
close at the Barton Creek Greenbelt area. We also had to consider the heat
and length of any hiking trail and availability of comfort stations. We plan
to take a group foray picture on site before the return to the Convention Cen-
ter. Brian Shaw, Sydney Everhart, and myself spent a lot of time trying to
schedule this foray trip. 

—Harold W. Keller, MSA Foray Coordinator

REPORT fROM ThE MSA
2014 ORGANiziNG COMMiTTEE

The 2014 MSA conference will be held at the Kellogg Center on the cam-
pus of Michigan State University from June 8-12.

We have established that BSA will handle the registration and abstract sub-
missions through links to the meeting website. We are talking with Bill Dahl
of BSA about this.

The issue has come up that we need a permanent website that can be revised
for each meeting. We suggest that MSA should first buy a domain name
(like “msaconference”), and then each annual meeting can be a sub-domain.
The organizers can then provide the necessary text and images for the cur-
rent meeting. Then, we simply insert a link to BSA to handle registrations
and abstracts. Several discussions have included Mary Berbee and others.
This should be taken care of quickly so we can start to work on a function-
ing website for the meeting.

We have identified sites and volunteers to lead two forays.
—Frances Trail and Jonathan Walton

ANNuAL REPORT Of ThE MSA
STuDENT SECTiON

Bylaws
The MSA Student Section initiated and discussed Bylaws, modeled after
ESA’s Student Section Bylaws. We defined roles for the Executive Board
and the non-executive committee and described what is expected for officers
of the Section. Four students met in person to edit the current version of the
Bylaws, and emailed this to a subset of students to approve. A subset of stu-
dents approved the Bylaws, online via Doodle poll. We will send this ver-
sion of the Bylaws to all student members (174 student members in 2013),
for vote and ratification, in Fall 2013.

Elections 
During the first Board Meeting at MSA 2013 in Austin, the Student Section
notified all students that they could run for office for the MSA Student Sec-
tion Executive Board. Our goal is to have a member-wide election for stu-
dent officers by October 2013. Next year, we intend to hold our election one
month before the East Lansing meeting to announce officers at student
events, concurrent with the meeting. We request that all nominated students
running for office write up a two to five sentences bio and statement of their
goals for student members to read prior to voting. Our 2012-2013 Secretary
resigned due to academic pressures, Jessie Uehling was nominated and ap-
pointed acting-Secretary.

Social Media
Members of the student section use on-line resources such as Dropbox,
Google Drive, Google Groups (msa_ss@googlegroups.com), and Google
Hangouts for video conference calls, editing documents, and advance pur-
chase T-shirt orders. The Student Section actively started using social media
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in 2012-2013. Our Twitter account is @MSAstudents. Students created the
#MSA_APS2013 hashtag for the 2013 APS-MSA Joint Meeting in Austin
and used this to build momentum and foster communication among confer-
ence attendees, as well as with MSA students unable to attend this meeting.
We started a group on LinkedIn, Mycological Society of America Student
Section, and invited all MSA students to join this LinkedIn group. Current-
ly, our Facebook page has over 300 “likes,” approximately 20 students fol-
low the Twitter account, and 34 students are member of the LinkedIn group.

Kerry O’Donnell was helpful in obtaining a list from APS of all registered
MSA students, and MSA student poster presenters. We set up a newsletter
account through Mail Chimp with separate list serves for all MSA students
registered for the Austin meeting, all MSA student members, and the Exec-
utive Board. We request that the MSA Student Section receives attendee in-
formation: email addresses and other relevant information (poster number,
title, etc.) for all registered MSA Students every year one week after the
early registration deadline of the meeting. 

The Student Section published an article and a flyer in the June 2012 issue
of Inoculum, written by the Communication Chair, and fine-tuned and ap-
proved by the Executive Board. This article comprised announcements
about the student-sponsored events in Austin. 

Jason Stajich was helpful in communicating the student request for a web-
page. Outgoing webmaster Kathie Hodge set up a webpage for the section:
http://msafungi.org/MSAstudent. Student authors contributed content and
will continue to edit the website. The MSA Student Section requests an
email address students@msafungi.org. 

MSA 2013 in Austin - Merchandise
MSA students discussed with Jean Lodge that MSA would pay for the cost
of printing T-shirts, and the Student Section would pay that amount back to
MSA when T-shirts were sold. Then, the Section could keep the profits from
T-shirt sales to raise funds. Brian Shaw suggested a printing shop in College
Station, TX (C.C Creations) with competitive prices on printed shirts. The
Student Section sold shirts for $12 advance purchase and $15 at the meet-
ing. 

T-shirts and stickers were sold at the MSA Student Social Mixer at Max’s
Wine Dive and at the MSA Auction & Social yielding $1199.00 in revenue
generated from student T-shirt and sticker revenues, as well as donations.
APS did not sanction the sale of merchandise at any other venues during the
meeting. 

MSA Student Social Mixer 
Brian Shaw and Kerry O’Donnell assisted the Section with planning our stu-
dent social event at Max’s Wine Dive. The MSA Student Social Mixer con-
flicted temporally with the APS Graduate Student Social (listed in the pro-
gram, and at check out in registration, as the Graduate Student Social). MSA
students noticed this conflict in the program and requested that Kerry O’-
Donnell communicate this concern to APS. APS agreed to provide the list
of registrants for their graduate student social and 18 MSA students were
registered for their event; APS issued reimbursements until June 12th for
MSA Students requesting reimbursement if registered for the grad student
mixer, sponsored by APS. 

Next year, we would like to sell tickets for the student mixer event during
registration. In addition, we would like to sell MSA Student Section shirts
with on-line registration. 

Board Meeting
Brian Shaw assisted the Section with obtaining a room at the Hilton for the
Student Section’s first Board Meeting. Students met for this Board Meeting
on Tuesday August 13th, before the MSA Presidential Address. 

fundraising
We submitted a Grad Student Challenge Grant to NSF to raise funds for the
student section. This grant application was not funded. In the grant applica-
tion, we proposed to increase graduate involvement in MSA by augmenting
the use of technology at the annual MSA meeting. This proposal aimed to:
increase conference accessibility, improve mentor-mentee connections, in-
crease access to historical information on founders and subsequent myco-
logical lineages, and encourage coordination and communication via social
media. We proposed to do this using social media platforms, such as
Wikipedia, YouTube, Camtasia (podcast recording), PotterTM (poster pre-
senter software), Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and Twitter. We would
like to offer work travel/trade to support student documentation of the meet-
ing, or authoring linked Wikipedia pages for academic lineages.

Retreat
Students discussed the possibility of a Winter Student Retreat/foray, perhaps
initially hosted at a UC Reserve in California. This could be a biennial event
that alternates by bioregion, perhaps the next one could be held in the mid-
Atlantic region. Fundraising would be important to offset costs of this retreat
and support more student involvement. This retreat could include a mini-
symposium, including a panel discussion to establish a list of priorities for
mycological research and fuel collaborations among students.

MSA Council & Committees
Students have been in touch with Lori Carris and Mary Berbee about adminis-
trative concerns of the section. Mary Berbee and Lori Carris reviewed our By-
laws, and we edited the Bylaws as per the suggested comments. In May 2013,
Lori Carris provided the Student Section with a list of all MSA student members.

Students discussed including post-docs in the student section, and unanimously
agreed to invite post-docs to participate in the section. After discussion at the
MSA Council Meeting, in the Student Board meeting, and with a subset of post-
docs, students propose a distinct post-doc section, governed by the Student Sec-
tion with a representative post-doc on the Student Section Board and on the MSA
Council. As per post-docs suggestion, students propose to organize a mixer for
Early Career Professionals and post-docs at the MSA meeting in East Lansing.

The Students Section supports the inclusion of students on Standing and Rotating
Committees, as per the discretion of the Council. Students have discussed accept-
ing applications from students, consisting of a cover letter and CV, if they would
like to participate on a particular committee that is willing to include students. The
Student Section could review these applications, endorse some qualified students
each year, and then pass this information along to the President Elect, who would
have the final say whether to invite a student to join the committee. 

MSA Student Section Executive Board 2012-2013
Chairperson: Mia Maltz 
Vice-Chairperson: Sydney Glassman 
Treasurer: Samantha Lee
Communication Chair: Danny Haelewaters 
Secretary: Jessie Uehling

Approved by the 2012-2013 MSA Student Section Executive Board
—Mia Maltz



Dr. Joanne Tontz Ellzey Retirement
On June 30, 2014, Joanne Tontz Ellzey, Ph.D. will retire

after 45 years of teaching biology and mycology at the Uni-
versity of Texas at El Paso. She will be awarded Professor
Emerita of Biological Sciences in April, 2014. 

—Judi Ellzey
jellzey@utep.edu

Congratulations Kathleen Burchhardt
Kathleen M. Burch-

hardt recently completed
the requirements for her
Ph.D. degree in Plant Pathol-
ogy at North Carolina State
University under the direc-
tion of Marc A. Cubeta.
Her research focused on ex-
amining the genetic diversi-
ty, population structure, and
reproductive biology of the
blueberry fungal pathogen
Monilinia vaccinii-corymbosi. She received the USDA Na-
tional Needs Fellowship, PEO Scholar Award, and College
of Agriculture and Life Sciences Outstanding Graduate
Teaching Award. Kathleen also received travel awards from
the Plant Pathology Society of North Carolina, the Mycolog-
ical Society of America, the American Phytopathological So-
ciety, and the Genetics Society of America. She presented a
seminar on her research in the Department of Plant Patholo-
gy and Plant-Microbe Biology at Cornell University-Geneva
as part of the annual inter-institutional graduate student ex-
change program between Cornell and NC State Universities.
Kathleen is currently employed as a Scientist II/Plant Pathol-
ogist in the MiDAS research group at Bayer CropScience In-
novation Center in Morrisville, NC.

—Marc Cubeta and Mike Benson
Department of Plant Pathology

NC State University

Professor Lorna Casselton 1938-2014
Lorna Casselton, Professor Emerita of Fungal Genetics,

Department of Plant Science, University of Oxford, died on
February 14, 2014. Distinguished for her remarkable
achievements in discovering the genes and molecules regu-
lating mating-type recognition in Coprinopsis cinerea (first
named Coprinus fimetarius, then, Coprinus lagopus) started
her studies as a graduate student under Professor Daniel
Lewis at University College London in the early nineteen
sixties. She advanced to Professor of Genetics at Queen
Mary University of London before moving to Oxford in
1993. Among her many honors and awards, she was elected

Fellow of the Royal Society of London in 1999, and served
as its Vice President and Foreign Secretary from 2006 to
2010. For her services to fungal genetics and international
science, she was subsequently appointed Commander of the
Order of the British Empire and was awarded an Honorary
Doctorate of Science by University College London.

As those before her (Hans Kneip, Mathilde Bensaude,
Daniel Lewis, Haig Papazian, John Raper, Peter Day), Lorna
Casselton became utterly fascinated by mushroom bearing
fungi with multiple sexes. She and her students unveiled the
secrets of how Corinopsis distinguishes compatible partners
among 11,000 different mating types in the world-wide pop-
ulation. Those studies coincided with comparable studies by
John Raper and associates on the equally promiscuous ba-
sidiomycete, Schizophyllum commune. The two systems
were shown to function similarly at the molecular genetic
level, differing only in the position and number of genes in-
volved. Basic research on these two organisms has laid the
groundwork for comparable studies in many other fungi. 

—Carlene Raper
Research Assoc. Prof. Emerita

University of Vermont
carlene.raper@uvm.edu

Professor Donald C. Erwin 1930-2014
Donald C. Erwin, Pro-

fessor Emeritus at the De-
partment of Plant Pathology
and Microbiology, Universi-
ty of California, Riverside,
passed away on February 22,
2014, at the age of 93. Don
was born in Concord, NE,
and grew up on a small farm.
He attended Wayne State
Teachers College, NE, from
1939 to 1940 and served in
the U.S. Army Medical De-
partment as a surgical tech-
nician in Wales, Great Britain, from 1942 to 1946. He then
continued his education at the University of Nebraska, Lin-
coln, where he received a B.S. in Agronomy in 1949 and a
M.S. in Plant Pathology in 1950. He identified the causal
agent of a root rot of safflower caused as Phytophthora
drechsleri, and this first exposure to the genus Phytophthora
captured his interest for the remaining of his career. In 1953,
he earned a Ph.D. in Plant Pathology from the University of
California, Davis. Don was hired the same year as a Junior
Plant Pathologist at the Citrus Experiment Station in River-
side, CA, that in 1954 opened as College of Letters and Sci-
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After a stuttering start for some years, the TENN herbari-
um (University of Tennessee, Knoxville) has successfully
moved to a new and improved location on campus. Thanks to
an NSF Herbarium Improvement Grant and funding from the
Macrofungi Consortium, all 70,000 fungus specimens have
been data-based and georeferenced, some 20,000 pages of
notes and some 13,000 photos have been scanned, and the note-
books of L.R. Hesler are available on-line at http://trace.ten-
nessee.edu/utk_hesler.  We expect that photos and notes will be
married to herbarium records in the near future, bringing our
fungal herbarium to a new state of availability. Link to the fun-
gus herbarium: http://tenn.bio.utk.edu/fungus/fungus.shtml.

Collections emphasize agaricoid fungi, with especially
strong representation from the southern Appalachian Moun-
tains. Other significant numbers come from New Zealand,
southwest and northeast China, parts of Europe and western
and eastern Russia. The herbarium is supported by several
thousand monokaryon and dikaryon cultures and a few thou-
sand DNA samples and sequences.

—Ron Petersen
The University of Tennessee

repete@utk.edu

Good News from TENN

ence, and in 1959 became a general campus of the Universi-
ty of California. In 1959, Don was awarded a Guggenheim
Fellowship to study the ecology of Phytophthora at the Soil
Microbiology Laboratory, Canadian Department of Agricul-
ture in Ottawa, Canada, during a sabbatical leave. In 1966, he
was promoted to Professor of Plant Pathology at UC River-
side. From 1977 to 1980 he was chairman of the Department
of Plant Pathology. He retired in 1992 as Professor Emeritus. 

During his long career at UC Riverside, Don conducted
research on the causes and control of diseases of alfalfa, flax,
garbanzo beans, and cotton, and on the biology of species of
Phytophthora. In 1954, he described a previously unknown
root disease of alfalfa, caused by a Phytophthora species that
is now known as P. medicaginis. He discovered resistance to
this pathogen in an alfalfa cultivar and subsequently was fun-
damentally involved in the development of several new cul-
tivars with resistance to P. medicaginis, Stagonospora med-
icaginis, or Verticillium albo-atrum. In the Imperial Valley
of California, Dr. Erwin demonstrated that a severe root dis-
ease of alfalfa (commonly called “scald”) that could result in
total crop loss in the summer was due to excessive flood ir-
rigation, but only when soil temperatures were extremely
high, and he designed management strategies that are based
on careful summer irrigation. A severe root disease of flax
was shown to be due to the interaction of the sugar beet curly
top virus and Rhizoctonia solani. In the biology of the genus
Phytophthora, Don and his research group contributed to a
better understanding of the nutritional requirements for
growth and of germination of the sexual oospores. Research
on cotton demonstrated the efficacy of systemic fungicides
to control Verticillium wilt caused by Verticillium dahliae.
This resulted in much scientific information, however, the
use of the systemic fungicide benomyl did not prove to be
cost-effective.

Don Erwin published 115 technical papers, including
three invitational book chapters, and 43 semi-technical pub-
lications on diseases of field crops in California. In 1981 he

chaired the organizational committee for the first world con-
ference on the genus Phytophthora at UC Riverside that at-
tracted 300 participants from 21 countries. He was co-editor
with S. Bartnicki-Garcia and P.H. Tsao of the book “Phy-
tophthora, its Biology, Taxonomy, Ecology and Pathology”
that was published in 1983 and summarized the invited pre-
sentations of this meeting. Don Erwin was co-author with
O.K. Ribeiro of the comprehensive book “Phytophthora Dis-
eases Worldwide”, published in 1996.   

Dr. Erwin directed twelve Ph.D. students and was in-
volved in several teaching programs and courses in advanced
plant pathology. He was an Honorary Member of the North
American Alfalfa Improvement Conference, a Fellow of the
American Phytopathological Society (APS), and he received
the Lifetime Achievement Award of the APS Pacific Divi-
sion.

Don Erwin was a humble, caring man who was always
concerned about his students and their welfare. It was this
quality that brought out the best in everybody that had the
privilege to work under him. Students and colleagues could
turn to him for any problem, scientific or personal. He was
always encouraging his students to reach beyond what was
already known and to seek unique perspectives when looking
at a problem. Don was a life-long plant pathologist who
never gave up his interests in plant diseases and their causes,
even after retirement. This is well exemplified by his book
“Phytophthora Diseases Worldwide”, a true masterpiece that
took several years of his retirement to write. Wherever he
journeyed, his keen eye was always looking at plants, and if
they showed any kind of malady, he sought to identify the
cause for it. He will be sadly missed by his colleagues world-
wide, but his legacy will live on. Don Erwin is survived by
his wife Veora, his children Myriam and Daniel, and five
grandchildren. 

—Dr. Helga Forster
University of California, Riverside

helga.forster@ucr.edu
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The International Mycological Congress, scheduled to
be held in Bangkok during the period of August 3-8 in 2014,
represents an extraordinary opportunity for mycologists from
all over the world to come and experience the fungi of the
tropics of Southeast Asia. Wandering through tropical
forests, collecting and studying the myriad of both micro-
scopic and macroscopic fungi found in such habitats, is an
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that the Mushroom Research
Foundation is able to provide in northern Thailand in the
context of IMC 2014.

The Mushroom Research Foundation is a non-profit or-
ganization that has been promoting studies of fungal diversi-
ty and taxonomy throughout Asia and the rest of the world by
providing opportunities for students to receive practical and
hands-on training and expertise in fungal biology at a field
research station, the Mushroom Research Centre (MRC).
The latter is located about 30 km north of Chiang Mai, the
second largest and one of the most ancient historical cities of
Thailand. MRC is a full-fledged fungal field research station,
providing both meals and lodging, and is constructed in the
midst of a dense tropical rain forest. Many successful fungal
forays have been carried out at this site since 2003, and MRC
also served as the base of operations for an international

training program for students funded by a grant from the Na-
tional Science Foundation of the United States
(<thailand.uark.edu>). Details relating to the laboratory fa-
cilities and accommodations available at MRC can be ob-
tained from the website <http://www.mushroomresearchcen-
tre.com>. It is possible to reach Chiang Mai from Bangkok
by road, rail or air. 

The Mushroom Research Foundation has organized
seven pre-congress (28 July to 3 August) and seven post-con-
gress (9 to14 August) fungal forays/workshops, in which
participants will be provided with all of the facilities and ac-
commodations needed to collect and work with fungi at
MRC/Chiang Rai/Phitsanulok under the guidance of expert
mycologists. The Foundation will arrange for meals and
lodging as well as providing collecting gear, laboratory fa-
cilities and local transport to all participants. 

In addition, for anyone interested in such activities, the
Foundation will organize leisure outings to nearby gorgeous
waterfalls, hot-water springs, world famous elephant-riding,
zoological gardens, and unique tropical botanical and herbal
gardens, on an additional payment basis. For more details
please visit IMC 10 webpage at

Pre- and Post-iMC 2014 workshops

Fleshy Fungi of the Highlands Plateau with Dr. Andrew
S. Methven, Eastern Illinois University Aug. 4-16 in High-
lands, North Carolina (at the Highlands Biological Station)

This course introduces students to the fleshy as-
comycetes and basidiomycetes that occur in the southern Ap-
palachian Mountains. Emphasis will be placed on the analy-
sis of macro- and micro-morphological features to aid in
species identification. Course activities will consist of a
morning lecture on identification, ecology, and phylogeny of
fleshy fungi, followed by field work in morning and labora-
tory identification in the afternoon. Students will assemble
an impressive field collection showcasing the rich diversity
of fleshy fungi found in the Highlands region.

For more information about course prerequisites, fees,
housing, financial aid, and how to apply, visit http://high-
landsbiological.org/summer-2014/.

Credit for all courses is available through either UNC-
Chapel Hill or Western Carolina University. Students may
take courses for credit through these institutions and then

transfer the credit to their home institution. The Highlands
Biological Station, an inter-institutional research center of
the University of North Carolina, is offering its 2014 series
of summer courses and workshops that can be taken for un-
dergraduate or graduate credit toward your academic pro-
gram. The field-based courses and workshops are focused on
the diversity of organisms in the region with special empha-
sis on identification and collection techniques as well as prin-
ciples of evolution, ecology, and conservation. Scholarships,
Grants-in-Aid of Research for graduate students, and sum-
mer internships are also available. Highlands, North Caroli-
na, is located in the southern Blue Ridge Mountains, at an av-
erage elevation of 3,800 feet, and situated near the Nantahala
National Forest, Great Smoky Mountains National Park,
Cherokee Indian Reservation, Appalachian Trail, and the
Blue Ridge Parkway.

—Michelle S. Ruigrok
Program Assistant, Highlands Biological Station

www.highlandsbiological.org

Summer Course: fleshy fungi of the highlands Plateau

We are preparing a document for proposing one name
for pleomorphic Dothideomycetes and a first draft is now on-
line. At the same time all the names of Dothideomycetes are
also listed. We would appreciate suggestions regarding the
preparing list from the wider scientific community (e.g. my-
cologists, taxonomists, pathologists) . You can visit
http://www.fungaltaxonomy.org/subcommissions and

download ongoing drafts of this paper from the ‘Doth-
ideomycetes working group’. If you have suggestions you
can contact Nalin (nalinwijayawardene@yahoo.com) or post
your comments in ‘Discussion forum’ in above web site. 

—Nalin Wijayawardene
nalinwijayawardene@yahoo.com

1f=1N is being implemented in Dothideomycetes

Continued on following page
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http://www.imc10.com/2014/pre-workshop.html or send an
e-mail to mrcthailand@gmail.com.

Pre-congress workshops
from 28 July to 3 August 2014

Northern Thailand mushroom diversity at MRC, Chiang Mai (main
organizer: Dr. Else Vellinga)
Central Thailand mushroom diversity at NU, Phitsanulok (main or-
ganizer: Dr. Olivier Raspe)
Fungal phylogenetic analysis at Wanasom Wellness and Aesthetic Re-
sort, Chiang Rai (main organizer: Dr. Martin Ryberg)
Bracket fungi at MRC, Chiang Mai (main organizer: Dr. Yu Chen
Dai)
Mushroom growing at the Mushroom Research Farm & Rangsinee
Resort, Chiang Rai (main organizer: Dr. Philippe Callac)
Myxomycetes at MRC, Chiang Mai (main organizer: Dr. Steve
Stephenson)
Plant pathogenic fungi at MRC, Chiang Mai (main organizer: Dr.
Roger Shivas)

Pre-congress workshop from 5 July
to 2 August 2014 (4 weeks)

Fungal biodiversity survey at MRC, Chiang Mai (main organizers: Dr.
Olivier Raspe, Dr. Philippe Callac, Dr. Kevin Hyde and Dr. D. J. Bhat)

Post-congress workshop
from 9 to 14 August 2014

Ascomycetes at MRC, Chiang Mai (main organizer: Dr. Marc Stadler)

Freshwater fungi at the Rangsinee Resort, Chiang Rai (main organiz-
er: Dr. Huzefa Raja)
Fungal phylogenetic analysis at Wanasom Wellness and Aesthetic Re-
sort, Chiang Rai (main organizer: Dr. Martin Ryberg)
Lichens at MRC, Chiang Mai (main organizer: Dr. Robert Lücking)
Photography at the Wanasom Wellness and Aesthetic Resort, Chiang
Rai (main organizer: Mr. Michael Pilkington)
Asexually reproducing fungi (hyphomycetes and coelomycetes) at
MRC, Chiang Mai (main organizer: Dr. D. J. Bhat)
Rusts and smut fungi at MRC, Chiang Mai (main organizer: Dr. Eric
McKenzie)

Post-congress workshop from 9 August
to 6 September 2014 (4 weeks)

Fungal biodiversity survey at MRC, Chiang Mai (main organizers: Dr.
Olivier Raspe, Dr. Philippe Callac, Dr. Kevin Hyde and Dr. D. J. Bhat)
MRC – Mushroom Research Centre, Chiang Mai (http://www.mush-
roomresearchcentre.com/)
NU - Naresuan University, Phitsanulok
Wanasom Wellness and Aesthetic Resort, Chiang Rai
(http://www.wanasomresort.com/)
Rangsinee Resort, Chiang Rai 
(http://www.chiangrai2.com/E/rooms_rangsinee_resort_chiang_rai.php)

—Steven L. Stephenson
Department of Biological Sciences

University of Arkansas
slsteph@uark.edu

Effective communication with the lay public about sci-
entific discoveries and observations will help engender pub-
lic interest in and support for both basic science and for the
environment where we conduct our research. To encourage
communication by students doing mycological research,
NAMA is soliciting student research papers for publication
in McIlvainea: Journal of American Amateur Mycology. All
students who submit a paper will receive a one-year mem-
bership in NAMA. A $250 prize will be awarded to the au-
thor of the best paper in each of four categories: 1) best paper
by a K-12 student; 2) best undergraduate paper; 3) best grad-
uate/post doctoral paper and 4) judges option award (any cat-

egory). In addition, the winners will be invited to attend the
NAMA Annual Meeting/Foray and present their work at a
student mycological colloquium. Winners who choose to at-
tend the NAMA foray will each receive a $500 stipend to
help cover registration, travel, meals and lodging.

Deadline January 15 of each year
In the event that no entries are received in a given cate-

gory, the judges may make an additional judges option
award.

Entries must be submitted to Michael W. Beug, Editor,
McIlvainea beugm@evergreen.edu.

NAMA Mycological Communication Contest

MYCOLOGICAL CLASSIFIEDS

I have an almost complete set of “Transactions Of the
British Mycological Society” including some hard bound
including the first volume. Also I have almost all of “My-

cotaxon” from the beginning until Orson’s death. If inter-
ested, please contact me at my email address.

—Hope Miller
orsonk@frontiernet.net

Journals free if you pay postage

The North American Mycological Association (NAMA) is seeking an editor for McIlvainea: Jour-
nal of American Amateur Mycology. Contact Michael W. Beug, acting Editor 2008-2013 for details.

NAMA Seeking Mcilvainea Editor
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Biochallenge tests for ink, microfluidic materials; test-
ing for resistance of materials to fungal invasion.  Identifica-
tion of fungal contaminants in manufactured products.  Epi-
fluorescent microbial detection in deionized water systems,
microfluidic devices, medical fluids, manufactured goods.

Identification of fungi from buildings, animal and plant dis-
eases.  10% discount for regular and sustaining MSA mem-
bers. Email info@pacificanalytical.com.  For more informa-
tion see www.pacificanalytical.com

Mold and Fungus Testing and Identification Services  

Center for Regulatory Research, LLC specializes in reg-
ulatory permit application services for biological control and
biotechnology organisms/products. Let us evaluate your re-
search discoveries for commercial potential and environ-
mental impacts. We also offer assistance with writing pro-

posals for SBIR grant programs (Small Business Innovation
Research) that fund new commercial ventures. Contact Dr.
Sue Cohen by email (sdcohen@regresearch.com) or by
phone (612-246-3838). For more information about our com-
pany, visit our website at www.regresearch.com.

Biological Control, Biotechnology and Regulatory Services  

• **Guide to the Common Fungi of the Semiarid Region of
Brazil. 2013. M. A. Neves, I. G. Baseia, E. R. Drechsler-Santos,
A. Góes-Neto. TECC Editora. In English and Portuguese. ISBN:
978-85-65005-03-6. 132 pp, color. Price: $34.95 (paperback). 

• Desert Truffles. Phylogeny, Physiology, Distribution and Do-
mestication. 2014. V. Kagan-Zur, N. Roth-Bejerano, Y. Sitrit,
A. Morte (Eds). Soil Biology Series, v.38. Springer-Verlag,
Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-3-642-40095-7. 397 pp, 97
illus., 47 in color. Price: $189 (hardcover). Also available as
eBook pdf download, ISBN 978-3-642-40096-4, Price: $149. 

• Phytopathogenic Dothideomycetes. 2013. P.W. Crous, G.J.M.
Verkley, J.Z. Groenewald (Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No.
75. CBS Fungal Biodiversity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/.
ISBN: 978-90-70351-96-0. 406 pp, fully illustrated with color pic-
tures (A4 format). Price: € 70 (paperback). 

• The Genus Tricholoma. 2013. Fungi of Northern Europe, v.4.
Morten Christensen and Jacob Heilmann-Claasen. Koeltz Scien-
tific Books, Koenigstein, Germany. www.koeltz.com. ISBN: 978-
8-798-35818-3. 228 pp, with color illustrations. Price: € 56 (hard-
cover). 

• Fusarium: Genomics, Molecular and Cellular Biology. 2013.
Daren W. Brown and Robert H. Proctor, eds. Caister Academic
Press, Norfolk, UK. www.caister.com. ISBN: 978-1-908230-25-
6. 182 pp plus color plates. $319 (hardcover). 

• Tricholomas of North America. 2013. The Corrie Herring
Hooks Series No. 68. Alan Bessette, Arleen Bessette, William

Roody, Steven Trudell. University of Texas Press.
http://www.utexas.edu/utpress/. ISBN 978-0-292-74233-8. 220
pp, 186 color photos. Price $29.95 (softcover). 

• Development of Aspergillus niger. 2013. J. Dijksterhuis, H.
Wosten (Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No. 74. CBS Fungal
Biodiversity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-
70351-93-9. 85 pp, fully illustrated with color pictures (A4 for-
mat). Price: € 40 (softcover). 

• **Guide to the Common Fungi of the Semiarid Region of
Brazil. 2013. M. A. Neves, I. G. Baseia, E. R. Drechsler-Santos,
A. Góes-Neto. TECC Editora. In English and Portuguese. ISBN:
978-85-65005-03-6. 132 pp, color. Price: $34.95 (paperback). 

• Desert Truffles. Phylogeny, Physiology, Distribution and Do-
mestication. 2014. V. Kagan-Zur, N. Roth-Bejerano, Y. Sitrit,
A. Morte (Eds). Soil Biology Series, v.38. Springer-Verlag,
Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-3-642-40095-7. 397 pp, 97
illus., 47 in color. Price: $189 (hardcover). Also available as
eBook pdf download, ISBN 978-3-642-40096-4, Price: $149. 

• Phytopathogenic Dothideomycetes. 2013. P.W. Crous, G.J.M.
Verkley, J.Z. Groenewald (Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No.
75. CBS Fungal Biodiversity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/.
ISBN: 978-90-70351-96-0. 406 pp, fully illustrated with color pic-
tures (A4 format). Price: € 70 (paperback). 

• The Genus Tricholoma. 2013. Fungi of Northern Europe, v.4.
Morten Christensen and Jacob Heilmann-Claasen. Koeltz Scien-

Books in Need of Reviewers

MYCOLOGIST’S BOOKSHELF

The updated list of books available for review includes one new book that has recently come available. If you
are interested in reviewing a book, contact me (robert.marra@ct.gov) and I will have the book “drop-shipped”
directly from the publisher; this will streamline the process at my end and will save our Society from racking
up considerable shipping expenses. A book goes to the first person requesting it, and I ask that you get your
reviews to me in a reasonably timely manner. Also, if you know of a newly published book that might be of
interest to mycologists, please let me know so I can request it from the publisher. 

—Bob Marra

Continued on following page
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tific Books, Koenigstein, Germany. www.koeltz.com. ISBN: 978-
8-798-35818-3. 228 pp, with color illustrations. Price: € 56 (hard-
cover). 

• Fusarium: Genomics, Molecular and Cellular Biology. 2013.
Daren W. Brown and Robert H. Proctor, eds. Caister Academic
Press, Norfolk, UK. www.caister.com. ISBN: 978-1-908230-25-
6. 182 pp plus color plates. $319 (hardcover). 

• Tricholomas of North America. 2013. The Corrie Herring
Hooks Series No. 68. Alan Bessette, Arleen Bessette, William
Roody, Steven Trudell. University of Texas Press.
http://www.utexas.edu/utpress/. ISBN 978-0-292-74233-8. 220
pp, 186 color photos. Price $29.95 (softcover). 

• Development of Aspergillus niger. 2013. J. Dijksterhuis, H.
Wosten (Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No. 74. CBS Fungal
Biodiversity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-
70351-93-9. 85 pp, fully illustrated with color pictures (A4 for-
mat). Price: € 40 (softcover). 

• Microbial Carotenoids from Fungi: Methods and Protocols.
2012. Jose-Luis Barredo (Ed.). Humana Press (Springer).

www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-61779-917-4. 290 pp, 51 illus.,
9 in color. Price: $119 (hardcover); $94.99 (e-book). 

• Plant Fungal Pathogens: Methods and Protocols. 2012. Melvin
D Bolton, Bart PHJ Thomma (Eds). Part of the “Methods in Mo-
lecular Biology” series, v.835. Springer-Verlag, Berlin.
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-61779-5008. 769 pp, 138 illus.,
74 in color. Price: $159.00 (hardcover). 

• Microbial Carotenoids from Fungi: Methods and Protocols.
2012. Jose-Luis Barredo (Ed.). Humana Press (Springer).
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-61779-917-4. 290 pp, 51 illus.,
9 in color. Price: $119 (hardcover); $94.99 (e-book). 

• Plant Fungal Pathogens: Methods and Protocols. 2012. Melvin
D Bolton, Bart PHJ Thomma (Eds). Part of the “Methods in Mo-
lecular Biology” series, v.835. Springer-Verlag, Berlin.
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-61779-5008. 769 pp, 138 illus.,
74 in color. Price: $159.00 (hardcover). 

**New this issue

• Fascinated by Fungi: exploring the majesty and mystery, facts
and fantasy of the quirkiest kingdom on earth. 2011. Pat
O’Reilly. First Nature. www.first-nature.com. ISBN 978-0-095-
60544-3-2. 450 pp, over 1000 color photos. Price: £24.95. Re-
viewed this issue. 

• Cold-Adapted Microorganisms. 2013. I. Yumoto, ed. Caister
Academic Press, Norfolk, UK. www.caister.com. ISBN: 978-1-
908230-26-3. 226 pp plus color plates. $319 (hardcover). Re-
viewed this issue. 

• The Mycota, Vol. 10: Industrial Applications, 2nd ed. 2011.
Martin Hofrichter (Ed.). Karl Esser (Series Ed.). Springer.
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-3-642-11457-1. 485 pp, 152 illus.
Price: $269.00 (hardcover). 

• Edible Ectomycorrhizal Mushrooms: Current Knowledge and
Future Prospects. 2012. Alessandra Zambonelli and Gregory
Bonito (Eds.). Springer. www.springer.com. ISBN 978-3-642-
33822-9. 409 pp, 35 illus (16 in color). Price: $209 (hardcover);
also available as eBook pdf download, ISBN 978-3-642-33823-6,
$159. 

• Taxonomic Manual of the Erysiphales (Powdery Mildews).
2012. Uwe Braun and R.T.A. Cook. CBS Biodiversity Series 11.
http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-89-2. 707 pp, 853
figures. Price: € 80 (hardcover). 

• Biodiversity in Dead Wood. 2012 Juha Siitonen, Bengt Gunnar
Jonsson. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK.
www.cambridge.org. ISBN: 9780521717038. 524 pp, 92 b/w
illus. 21 tables. Price: £38.00 (paperback). 

• Pollination Biology. 2012. D. P. Abrol. Biodiversity, Conserva-
tion, and Agricultural Production. Springer-Verlag, Berlin.
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-94-007-1941-5. 792pp, 23 illus.,
18 in color. Price: $209.00 (hardcover). 

• Fungal Plant Pathogens (Principles and Protocols Series).
March 2012. CR Lane, P Beales, KJK Hughes (Eds). CABI, Ox-
fordshire, UK. www.cabi.org. 978-1-8459-3668-6. 324 pp. Price:
$75. 

• Practical Guide to Turfgrass Fungicides. 2011. Richard Latin.
APS Press, St. Paul, MN. www.apsnet.org. ISBN: 978-0-89054-
392-4. 280 pp, 115 images, 29 chemical structures. Price: $139.95
(hardcover). 

• Coalescent Theory: An Introduction. 2009. John Wakely.
Roberts & Company Publishers, Greenwood Village, CO.

www.roberts-publishers.com/. ISBN: 978-0-9747-0775-4. 352 pp,
b&w. Price: $48 (softcover). 

• Tree Thinking: An Introduction to Phylogenetic Biology. Avail-
able July 2012. David Baum and Stacey Smith. Roberts & Company
Publishers, Greenwood Village, CO. www.roberts-publishers.com/.
ISBN: 978-1-9362-2116-5. 400 pp, b&w. Price: $60 (hardback). 

• Forest Health: An Integrated Perspective. 2011. John D.
Castello, Stephen A. Teale (eds.). Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, UK. www.cambridge.org. ISBN: 9780521766692.
404 pp, 80 b/w illus. 7 tables. Price: £65.00 (hardcover). 

• Yeast Research: An Historical Overview. 2011. James A. Bar-
nett, Linda Barnett. ASM Press, Washington, DC. www.asm-
press.org. ISBN: 978-1-55581-516-5. 392 pp, illus. Price: $159.95
(hardcover). 

• Medically Important Fungi: A Guide to Identification, 5th ed.
2011. Davise H. Larone. ASM Press, Washington, DC. www.asm-
press.org. ISBN: 978-1-55581-660-5. 508 pp, illus, color plates.
Price $109.95 (hardcover). 

• Atlas of Soil Ascomycetes. 2012. J. Guarro, J. Gene, A.M.
Stchigel and M.J. Figueras. CBS Biodiversity Series 10.
http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-88-5. 486 pp, 322
figures. Price: € 70 (hardcover). 

• Texas Mushrooms: A Field Guide. 1992 (new preface 2013).
The Corrie Herring Hooks Series No. 18. Susan Metzler and Van
Metzler (Orson K. Miller, Jr., Scientific Adviser). University of
Texas Press. http://www.utexas.edu/utpress/. ISBN 978-0-292-
75126-2. 360 pp, 249 illustrations, 2 figures, 1 map, 11 tables.
Price: $39.95 (softcover). 

• Fungal Biology in the Origin and Emergence of Life. 2013.
David Moore. Cambridge University Press. www.cambridge.org.
ISBN: 978-11-07652-77-4. 236 pp, 28 b/2 illus, 2 tables. Price:
$42.99 (softcover). 

• The Mycota, v.IX: Fungal Associations. 2012. Bertold Hock
(Ed.). Springer. www.springer.com. ISBN 978-3-642-30825-3.
406 pp, 84 illus (62 in color). Price: $269 (hardcover). Also avail-
able as eBook (pdf download), price: $209. 

• Funga Nordica, 2nd ed. 2012. H. Knudsen and J. Vesterholt
(Eds.). Nordsvamp, Copenhagen. ISBN: 9788798396130. 1083
pp (2 volumes). Price £95, €111.15. 

Books with Reviewers Assigned

Continued on following page
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• The Analysis of Biological Data. 2009. Michael Whitlock and
Dolph Schluter. Roberts & Company Publishers, Greenwood Vil-
lage, CO. www.roberts-publishers.com/. ISBN: 978-0-9815-
1940-1. 704 pp, full color. Price: $80 (hardback). 

• Ophiostomatoid Fungi: Expanding Frontiers. 2013. K. Seifert,
Z. Wilhelm de Beer, M. J. Wingfield (Eds.). CBS Biodiversity
Series 12. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-94-6.
337 pp, fully illustrated. Price: € 75 (hardcover). 

• Neurospora: Genomics and Molecular Biology. January 2013.
D. P. Kasbekar and K McCluskey (Eds.). Horizon Press.
http://www.horizonpress.com. ISBN: 978-1-908230-12-6. 294
pp, w/illus. Price: $319 (hardback). 

• Indian Coelomycetes. 2012. J. Muthumary. MJP Publishers,
New Delhi, Indian. http://www.mjppublishers.com/index.html.
ISBN: 978-81-8094-162-7. 366 pp, illustrations and photomicro-
graphs. $50 (hardcover). 

• The Kingdom of Fungi. 2013. Jens H. Petersen. Princeton Uni-
versity Press. http://press.princeton.edu/. ISBN: 978-06-91157-
54-2. 256 pp, 800+ color photos. $29.95 (cloth). Also available as
eBook. 

• A Primer of Botanical Latin with Vocabulary. Available
March 2013. Emma Short & Alex George. Cambridge University
Press. www.cambridge.org. ISBN 978-11-07693-75-3. 102 ta-
bles, 21 exercises. Price £24.99 (paperback). 

• Key For Identification of Common Phytophthora Species.
2011. Jean Beagle Ristaino. APS Press, St. Paul, MN. www.ap-
snet.org. ISBN: 978-0-89054-397-9. CD-ROM. Price: $269.00
(single user). 

• Plant Fungal Pathogens: Methods and Protocols. 2012.
Melvin D Bolton, Bart PHJ Thomma (Eds). Part of the “Methods
in Molecular Biology” series, v.835. Springer-Verlag, Berlin.
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-61779-5008. 769 pp, 138 illus.,
74 in color. Price: $159.00 (hardcover). 

• Endophytes of Forest Trees: Biology and Applications. 2011.
Anna Maria Pirttila, Carolin Frank (Eds.). Forestry Science Se-
ries, v.80. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN:
978-94-007-1598-1. 322 pp, Price: $209.00 (hardcover). also
available as eBook pdf download, ISBN 978-94-007-1599-8,
$159. 
Review Copy online only; hardcover copy provided following re-
ceipt of published review.

• Laboratory Protocols in Fungal Biology: Current Methods in
Fungal Biology. Avail June 2012. Vijai Kumar Gupta, Maria
Tuohy, Eds. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN:
978-1-4614-2355-3. 802 pp, 105 illus., 40 in color. Price: $279.00
(hardcover). Review Copy online only; hardcover copy provided
following receipt of published review.

• Rosellinia – a world monograph. 2013. Liliane E. Petrini. Bib-
liotheca Mycologica, Band 205. www.schweizerbart.de/. ISBN:
978-3-443-59107-6. 410 pp, 72 photograph plates and line draw-
ings. € 119 (paperback).

• Cultivation and Diseases of Proteaceae: Leucadendron, Leu-
cospermum and Protea. 2013. Pedro Crous, Sandra Denman,
Joanne E. Taylor, Lizeth Swart, Carolien M. Bezuidenhout, Lynn
Hoffman, Mary E. Palm, and Johannes Z. Groenewald. CBS Bio-
diversity Series 13. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-
70351-95-3. 360 pp, fully illustrated with color pictures. A4 for-
mat. Price: € 75 (hardcover, bound).

Mycological Society of America — Gift Membership Form

Sponsoring a gift membership in MSA offers tangible support both for the re cip i ent of the mem-
bership as well as for my col o gy in general. Pro vid ing both Mycologia and Inoculum, a gift mem-
bership is an excellent way to further the efforts of our mycological col leagues, es pe cial ly those
who cannot afford an MSA membership.  In addition to a  feeling of great sat is fac tion, you also
will receive a convenient reminder for renewal of the gift membership the following year.

I want to provide an MSA Gift Membership to the following individual:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Institution______________________________________________________________________________________

Complete Address ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone _____________________ FAX _________________________ Email _______________________  

Please send renewal notices to:

(YOUR name) __________________________________________________________________________________

(YOUR address) ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone _______________________ FAX _______________________ Email _______________________  

I agree to pay $98* for this membership by check (payable to MSA, drawn on US bank) ___ VISA ___  Mastercard ___

Acct. # _________________ Name (as it appears on card) _____________________________ Exp. date __________

Send this form to: MSA Business Office, PO Box 1897, Lawrence KS 66044
or FAX to (785) 843-1274, Attn: Processing Department

*If this membership is given after June 1, please add $10 to cover postage for past issues.
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In depth information about the genus Amanita
www.amanitaceae.org

A New Web Page About Tropical Fungi, Hongos Del Parque “El Haya”
(58-5)
hongosdelhaya.blogspot.com/

ASCOFrance.com, a very useful site for illustrations of ascomycetes
including anamorphs (accessible in both French and English)
ascofrance.com/?lang=us

Ascomycota of Sweden
www.umu.se/myconet/asco/indexASCO.html 

Basidiomycete Research Group (University of Helsinki, Finland) stud-
ies systematics, ecology and evolution of fungi in forest environ-
ment.
www.basidio.fi

Bibliography of Systematic Mycology
www.speciesfungorum.org/BSM/bsm.htm

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory; Meetings & Courses Programs
(58-2)
meetings.cshl.edu 

Collection of 800 Pictures of Macro- and Micro-fungi
www.mycolog.com 

Cornell Mushroom Blog (58-1)
http://blog.mycology.cornell.edu/

Cortbase (58-2)
andromeda.botany.gu.se/cortbase.html

Corticoid Nomenclatural Database (56-2)
www.phyloinformatics.org/

The Cybertruffle internet server for mycology seeks to provide infor-
mation about fungi from a global standpoint (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk

Cyberliber, a digital library for mycology (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/cyberliber

Cybernome provides information about fungi and their associated or-
ganisms, with access to over 548,000 records of scientific names
(59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/cybernome

Dictionary of The Fungi Classification
www.indexfungorum.org/names/fundic.asp

Fungal Environmental Sampling and Informatics Network (58-2)
www.bio.utk.edu/fesin/

German Mycological Society DGfM  
www.dgfm-ev.de

Glomeromycota PHYLOGENY
amf-phylogeny.com

International Society for Human and Animal Mycology
www.isham.org

Medical Mycology journal
www.isham.org

Mycologia
mycologia.org

Humboldt Institute — Located on the eastern coast of Maine, the in-
stitute is known for the series of advanced and professional-level
natural history seminars it has offered since 1987, along with eco-
logical restoration seminars and expeditions to the neotropics. It
publishes the two peer-reviewed journals, Northeastern Naturalist
and Southeastern Naturalist.
www.eaglehill.us

Taxonomy of the Hysteriaceae & Mytilinidiaceae (Pleosporomyceti-
dae, Dothideomycetes, Ascomycota) to facilitate species identifica-
tion using a set of updated and revised keys based on those first
published by Hans Zogg in 1962. 59(4)
www.eboehm.com/

Index of Fungi 
www.indexfungorum.org/names/names.asp

Interactive Key to Hypocreales of Southeastern United States (57-2)
nt.ars-grin.gov/sbmlweb/fungi/keydata.cfm

ISHAM: the International Society for Human and Animal Mycology
www.isham.org

JSTOR (58-3) 
jstor.org

McCrone Research Institute is an internationally recognized not-for-
profit  institute specializing primarily in teaching applied microscopy.
59(4)
www.mcri.org

Mountain Justice Summer (58-3)
www.MountainJusticeSummer.org

Mycology Education Mart where all relevant mycology courses can be
posted. www2.bio.ku.dk/mycology/courses/

MycoKey 
www.mycokey.com

The Myconet Classification of the Ascomycota
www.fieldmuseum.org/myconet 

New Electronic Journal about mushrooms from Southeast Mexico
(61-4) 
http://fungavera.blogspot.com

Northeast Mycological Federation (NEMF) foray database (58-2)
http://www.nemf.org/forays.htm

Pacific Northwest Fungi 
www.pnwfungi.org/

Pleurotus spp.
www.oystermushrooms.net

Rare, Endangered or Under-recorded Fungi in Ukraine  (56-2)
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/redlists/index.htm

Registry of Mushrooms in Art 
http://namyco.org/art_registry/index.html

Robigalia provides information about field observations, published
records and reference collection specimens of fungi and their associ-
ated organisms, with access to over 685,000 records (59-3). 
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/robigalia

Tree canopy biodiversity project University of Central Missouri
(58-4)
http://www.discoverlife.org/nh/tx/fungi/canopy_biodiversity.html

Trichomycete site includes monograph, interactive keys, a com-
plete database, world literature, etc. (61-4)
www.nhm.ku.edu/~fungi 

The TRTC Fungarium (58-1)
bbc.botany.utoronto.ca/ROM/TRTCFungarium/home.php

U.S. National Fungus Collections (BPI) Complete Mushroom Speci-
men Database (57-1)
www.ars.usda.gov/ba/psi/sbml

Valhalla provides information about past mycologists, with names,
dates of birth and death and, in some cases, biographies and/or por-
traits (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/valhalla

Website for the mycological journal Mycena (56-2)
www.mycena.org/index.htm

Wild Mushrooms From Tokyo
www.ne.jp/asahi/mushroom/tokyo/ 

MYCOLOGY ON-LINE
Below is an alphabetical list of websites featured in Inoculum. Those wishing to add sites to this directory or to edit addresses should email
jkerrig@clemson.edu. Unless otherwise notified, listings will be automatically deleted after one year (at the editors discretion).
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May 17-29, 2014
American Society for Microbiology

Boston, Massachusetts

June 8-12 2014
Mycological Society of America

East Lansing, Michigan
http://msaconference.msafungi.org/

June 15-20, 2014
Gordon Research Conference: Cellular
and Molecular Fungal Biology

The Holderness School, Plymouth, New Hampshire

June 16-18, 2014
36th Mycotoxin Workshop

Goettingen, Germany
http://www.mycotoxin-workshop.de/

July 27-Aug 1, 2014
IUMS: International Union of Microbiological Societies

Montreal, Canada
http://www.montrealiums2014.org/

August 3-8, 2014
International Mycological Congress (IMC10)

Bangkok, Thailand
http://www.imc10.kasetsart.org/

August 9-13, 2014
American Phytopathological Society joint meeting
with the Canadian Phytopathological Society

Minneapolis, Minnesota
http://www.apsnet.org/meetings/annual/Pages/default.aspx

October 9-12, 2014
North American Mycological Association (NAMA)
Annual Foray

Camp Arnold near Eatonville, Washington
http://www.namyco.org/events/index.html

November 4-7, 2014
VIII Latin-American Congress of Mycology

(VIII CLAM)
Colombia: the Crossroads of Latin-America’s

Fungal Diversity
Centro de Convenciones Plaza Mayor,
Medellín, Colombia
http://www.almic.org/

March 17-22, 2015
The 28th Fungal Genetics Conference

Asilomar, California

July 24-30, 2015
Mycological Society of America
and the Botanical Society of America joint meeting

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

August 3-7, 2015
Eighth International Conference of Mycorrhiza
(ICOM8)

Flagstaff, Arizona
http://nau.edu/Merriam-Powell/ICOM8/

2016 (dates TBD)
Brazilian Mycological Congress, Congresso Brasileiro
de Micologia

Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina
Florianópolis, Santa Catarina, Brazil

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOTE TO MEMBERS:
Those wishing to list upcoming mycological courses, workshops, conventions, symposia,
and forays in the Calendar of Events should include complete postal/electronic address-
es and submit to Inoculum editor Julia Kerrigan at jkerrig@clemson.edu.

http://nau.edu/Merriam-Powell/ICOM8 
Information: Cathering.Gehring@nau.edu or Nancy.Johnson@nau.edu

8th International Conference on 
Mycorrhiza (ICOM8)

August 3-7, 2015
Flagstaff, Arizona, USA

You are cordially invited to attend the 8th International Conference on 
Mycorrhiza (ICOM8). Under the auspices of the International Mycorrhiza 

Society, ICOM8 is being organized by Northern Arizona University. 

Theme: Mycorrhizal Integration Across Continents and Scales

Sponsorship opporunities are available! 
Special thanks to the Center for Conservation Biology, UC Riverside; the 
International Mycorrhiza Society, and the Merriam-Powell Center for 

Environmental Research for their sponsorships!
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MSA Sustaining Members 2014

You are encouraged to inform the Membership Committee (Jose Herrera, Chair, jose.her-
rera@wnmu.edu) of firms or foundations that might be approached about Sustaining Member-
ship in the MSA. Sustaining members have all the rights and privileges of individual members in
the MSA and are listed as Sustaining Members in all issues of Mycologia and Inoculum.

Fungi Perfecti
Attn: Paul Stamets
PO Box 7634
Olympia, WA, 98507
(360)426-9292
info@fungi.com

Mycotaxon, Ltd.
Attn: Richard P. Korf
PO Box 264
Ithaca, NY, 14851-0264
(607) 273-0508
info@mycotaxon.com

Triarch, Inc.
Attn: P.L. Conant - President 
PO Box 98
Ripon, WI, 54971
(920)748-5125

Sylvan, Inc.
Attn: Mark Wach
Research Dept Library
198 Nolte Drive
Kittanning, PA, 16201
(724)543-3948
mwach@sylvaninc.com

Syngenta Seeds, Inc.
Attn: Rita Kuznia
Dept Head, Plant Pathology
317 330th Street
Stanton, MN, 55018-4308
(507) 663-7631
rita.kuznia@syngenta.com

Genencor Internation, Inc.
Attn: Michael Ward
925 Page Mill Rd
Palo Alto, CA, 94304
(650)846-5850
mward@genencor.com

Novozymes, Inc.
Attn: Wendy Yoder
1445 Drew Ave
Davis, CA, 95618
(530) 757-8110
wty@novozymes.com

BCN Research Laboratories, Inc.
Attn: Emilia Rico
2491 Stock Creek Blvd
Rockford, TN, 37853
(865)558-6819
emirico@msn.com

The Society is extremely grateful for the continuing support of its Sus tain ing
Members. Please patronize them and, whenever possible, let their representa-
tives know of our appreciation.

REMINDER: MSA Directory Update

Is your information up-to-date in the MSA directory? The Society is relying more and more on email to
bring you the latest MSA news, awards announcements and other timely information, and our newsletter. To
ensure that you receive Society blast emails and the Inoculum as soon as it comes out, and so that your col-
leagues can keep in touch, please check the accuracy of your email address and contact information in the on-
line directory. This can be accessed via our web site at www.msafungi.org. If you need assistance with up-
dating your membership information, or help with your membership log-in ID and password, please contact
Allen Press at msa@allenpress.com.
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MSA Officers

President, Joey Spatafora
Dept of Botany & Plant Pathology

Oregon State University
Corvallis, OR 97331 

Phone: 541-737-5304
Fax: 541-737-3573

spatafoj@science.oregonstate.edu 

President-Elect, D. Jean Lodge
USDA-Forest Service

Northern Research Station
PO Box 1377

Luquillo, PR 00773
Phone: 787-889-7445
Fax: 787-889-7477
djlodge@caribe.net

Vice President, Kerry O’Donnell 
NCAUR ARS USDA

1815 N. University St.
Peoria, IL 61604 

Phone: 309-681-6383
kerry.odonnell@ars.usda.gov 

Executive Vice President, Lori Carris
Washington State University

Dept of Plant Pathology
PO Box 646430

Pullman, WA 99164
Phone: 509-335-3733
Fax: 509-335-9581

carris@wsu.edu

Treasurer, Sharon Cantrell
Science and Technology
Universidad del Turabo

P.O. Box 3030
Gurabo, Puerto Rico 00778 

Phone: 787-743-7979
scantrel@suagm.edu 

Past President, Mary Berbee
berbee@mail.ubc.ca 

MSA Homepage: msafungi.org

MSA Endowment Funds
Contributions

I wish to contribute  $________ to the following named fund(s):

____ Alexopoulos ____ Emerson-Fuller-Whisler ____ Miller

____ Barksdale-Raper ____ Fitzpatrick ____ Thiers

____ Barr ____ Gilbertson ____ Trappe

____ Bigelow ____ Korf ____ Uecker

____ Butler ____ Luttrell ____ Wells

____ Denison

Research Funds

____ Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Award 

____ Myron P. Backus Graduate Award 

____ Clark T. Rogerson Award 

____ George W. Martin/Gladys E. Baker Award

____ John Rippon Graduate Research Award 

____ Undergraduate Research Award

____ Salomón Bartnicki-García Research Award

Other Funds

____ Constantine J. Alexopoulos Prize

____ John S. Karling Lecture Fund

____ Uncommitted Endowment

____ Other (specify)

I wish to pledge $_____________ a year for ____________ years

_____ to the following fund (s) ____________________________

_____ to some other specified purpose ______________________

_____ to the uncommitted endowment

Name: ________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

___ Check  ____ Credit Card (Visa, MC, etc): ________________

Credit Card No. ____________________ Exp. Date: _________

Signature: __________________________________________

Please send this completed form and your contribution to:

Jeff Mercer

Association Manager
Allen Press Inc.
810 East 10th St

Lawrence Kansas 66044

Please make checks payable to the 

Mycological Society of America



An Invitation to Join MSA

THE MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMER I CA
2014 MEMBERSHIP FORM

(You may apply for membership on-line at msafungi.org)

(Please print clearly)

Last name ______________________________     First name _________________________________     M.I. ______

Dept./Street _______________________________________________________________________________________

Univ./Organization __________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________ State/Prov. __________ Country ____________________ ZIP_________________

Telephone: (____)________ ______________ Email _______________________ Fax (____)______________________

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP
Cyber Memberships

____ Regular $90 (Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Student $50 (Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Postdoctoral $70 (Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Associate Member $50 (Does not include online access to Mycologia)

____ Emeritus Online $50 (Note: approved Emeritus members pay no dues. This is a new option

for Emeritus members who choose online access to Mycologia)

____ Sustaining $278 or more

____ Life $1,500

____ Family $90 plus $20 annually for each additional member

____ Affliated Society $90

____ Honorary members No dues

Print Subscriptions  (in addition to above membership fee)

____ Shipped to a Domestic (USA) destination $60 annually
____ Shipped to a Non-USA destination $85 annually

Discounted Memberships

Members from developing countries may request a 50% reduction in membership dues that includes online only journal
access, subject to approval by MSA Council.

AREAS OF INTEREST
Mark most appropriate area(s)

____ Cell  Biology – Physiology           (including cytological, ultrastructural, metabolic regulatory and developmental 
                                                              aspects of cells)

____ Ecology – Pathology                   (including phytopathology, medical mycology, symbiotic associations, saprobic 
                                                              relationships and community structure/dynamics)

____ Genetics – Molecular Biology     (including transmission, population and molecular genetics and molecular
                                                            mechanisms of gene expression)

____ Systematics – Evolution             (including taxonomy, comparative morphology molecular systematics,
                                                            phylogenetic inference, and population biology)

PAYMENT 

_____ CHECK   [Payable to Mycological Society of America and 
drawn in US dollars on a US bank]

_____ CREDIT CARD:   _____ VISA   _____ MASTERCARD

Expiration Date: ____________________________________________

Account No: _______________________________________________

Name as it appears on the card: _______________________________

Mail membership form and payment to:

Mycological Society of America

Attn: Kay Rose

P.O. Box 1897, Lawrence, KS 66044-8897

Phone: (800) 627-0629 or (785) 843-1221

Fax: (800) 627-0326 or (785) 843-1234

Email: krose@allenpress.com




