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A two-day, bi-lingual workshop was held in San Juan, Puerto Rico during the 11th International
Mycological Congress on the systematics and taxonomy of the smaller, and often overlooked,
wood-inhabiting ascomycetes. The goal of this workshop was to train participants in the major
groups of Ascomycota fungi as well as educate the students about morphological and molecular
methods used for identification of these microscopic fungi. Microscopic ascomycetes represent
one of the largest groups of fungi, but are poorly documented, mainly due to their small size
(usually <1mm diameter) and cryptic nature, as well as the lack of taxonomic experts studying
this group of fungi. Experts on temperate and tropical discomycetes (Dr. Teresa Iturriaga),
freshwater loculoascomycetes (Dr. Huzefa Raja), pyrenomycetes (Dr. Andrew Miller) and their
anamorphs (Dr. Martina Reblova) worked alongside 25 participants at the University of Puerto
Rico at Rio Piedras. The first day of the workshop also featured Dr. Keith Seifert who helped the
students in collecting and identifying anamorphic fungi on decaying wood and leaf litter.
Participants were from 13 countries including Australia, Brazil, Canada, Columbia, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Japan, Mexico, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Spain, and the United
States. About half were professors with terminal degrees, whereas the other half were
graduate students. Those participating in this workshop were: Dr. Benjamin Bolanos, Prof.
David Catcheside, Mrs. Pam Catcheside, Mr. Luis Fernando Coca Bucuru, Mr. Giovanni Del Frari,
Mr. Diogo Careli dos Santos, Dr. Vinson Doyle, Mr. Marco Alexandre Figueira Rodrigues
Guerreiro, Dr. Andre Firmino, Prof. Jens Frisvad, Dr. Sally Fryar, Mr. Juan Gomez, Mr. Michał
Gorczak, Dr. Danny Haelewaters, Ms. Margarita Ines Hernandez Restrepo, Dr. Vit Hubka, Mr. YiHong Ke, Mr. Ludovic Le Renard, Mr. James Mitchell, Dr. Luis Quijada, Dr. Bryan Rennick, Dr.
Megan Romberg, Dr. Hiroki Sato, Mr. František Sklenář, and Prof. María de Jesú Yáñez-Morales.
On the first day we went on a morning field trip to Julio Enrique Monagas Park near San Juan
(municipality Bayamón) to collect fresh material for study. Dr. Andrew Miller gave a brief
demonstration on collecting ascomycetes specimens. Each participant was given a Belomo 10X
loupe and set free to forage along the Ceiba Trail. Although it was dry, several collections of
anamorphs and pyrenomycetes were found along with a few discomycetes and
loculoascomycetes. After a quick lunch, we ventured to the University of Puerto Rico – Rio
Piedras where the instructors gave general presentations on the systematics, taxonomy,
biodiversity, and ecology of both sexual and asexual ascomycetes. Dr. Huzefa Raja presented
on how to collect and identify freshwater ascomycetes. Then participants began peering down
dissecting and compound microscopes to examine their material. The first day ended with a
special private dinner at UPR-Rio Piedras!

On the second day lectures focused on the specific characters of each group followed by lab
work that allowed the participants to identify their field collections with the help of the
instructors. It was incredible to see such an enthusiastic group of ascomycetologists in one
place!
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