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Candidates for MSA Offices
on the Spring 2016 Ballot 

The Spring 2016 ballot will be run by electronic vote from
22 April 2016 to 22 May 2016. An email notice was sent
with instructions for accessing the ballot at:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TCRTWQC. Please be
sure to vote since these elections are important to the soci-
ety! Those unable to access the voting website can contact
the MSA Vice President Tom Volk at tvolk@uwlax.edu,
Dept. of Biology, University of Wisconsin- La Crosse, La
Crosse WI 54601 USA, or contact MSA Executive Vice
President Sarah Bergemann by email (sarah.berge-
mann@mtsu.edu), phone (615-494-7634) or mail (MTSU,
Biology Department, P.O. Box 60, Mufreesboro, TN
37132 USA). As in the past, paper ballots will be sent to
those members without email addresses. The Spring 2016
ballot includes proposed amendments to the MSA By-
Laws. The Spring 2016 ballot also includes elections for
MSA Council positions Vice President, Treasurer and four
Councilors. The following outstanding nominees have
agreed to stand for election to MSA Council:

Vice-President
Sharon A. Cantrell –
is a Professor of the
Department of Biology
and the Associate Vice-
Chancellor of Graduate
Studies and Research at
Universidad del Turabo
in Puerto Rico. Sharon
Cantrell has a PhD in
Phytopathology with a
concentration in
Mycology and System-
atics from the Univer-
sity of Georgia, USA. Currently, she is the Vice President
of the International Mycological Association and the
Chair of the Local Organizing Committee for IMC11. She
has served as MSA Treasurer, Past Councilor of System-
atics and Evolution, Past Chair of International Affair
Committee, Past Chair Biodiversity Committee, Past
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Chair Conservation Committee, Member Program
Committee. Her research concentrates in the study of
the diversity and role of fungi in different ecosystems
including extreme environments and how fungal
communities are affected by disturbances. She has
over 30 peer-reviewed publications, has described
approximately 20 new species of fungi, and has been
very active in disseminating the importance of fungi
through workshops, lectures, and TV programs. 

Cathy Cripps – is
an Associate Pro-
fessor at Montana
State University
where she does
research and
teaches several
courses on fungi.
She received her
u n d e r g r a d u a t e
degree from the
University of
Michigan, and MS
and PhD from Virginia Polytechnic Institute under
the guidance of Dr. Orson K. Miller, Jr. Early on she
studied the ectomycorrhizal fungi of aspen forests,
particularly on smelter sites. Today her research
focuses on basic and applied aspects of higher fungi
(Basidiomycota, Agaricales) in northern high eleva-
tion mountain systems, more particularly on ectomy-
corrhizal fungi in the alpine tundra and whitebark
pine forests. Through an early NSF grant, she exam-
ined the diversity and ecology of macrofungi in
Rocky Mountain alpine habitats with Egon Horak
and her graduate students; this work continues today
with a focus on systematics of alpine species of
Inocybe, Cortinarius, Hebeloma, and Lactarius. She
hosted the 8th International Symposium on Arctic-
alpine Mycology in 2008 on the Beartooth Plateau
(MT/WY) as president of this organization. Cathy
Cripps is also deeply involved with the restoration of
whitebark pine (an endangered species in Canada)
using native ectomycorrhizal fungi as inoculum to
enhance the survival of out-planted rust resistant
seedlings, working closely with the USDA Forest
Service and Parks Canada. She is a Trustee for the
North American Mycological Association, received
their award for Contributions to Amateur Mycology
in 2012, and has been chief mycologist for three
national NAMA forays. In addition to peer-reviewed
publications, she has produced three books: Fungi in

Forest Ecosystems (as editor, 2004), Arctic and
Alpine Mycology 8 (Cripps & Ammirati, eds., 2010),
and The Essential Guide to Rocky Mountain Mush-
rooms by Habitat (Cripps, Evenson, Kuo 2016). She
joined MSA in 1989, received the Martin-Baker
Research Award in 1996, was elected Councilor of
Ecology-Pathology in 2003-2005, and has been a
member and chair of the Biodiversity Committee
(2002-2006, 2009-2013) and Amateur Liaison Com-
mittee (2007-2010), a member of the Student Awards
Committee (2009), and initiated the Orson K. Miller
Mentor Student Travel Fund (2006).

Treasurer
C h r i s t o p h e r
Schardl – is the
Chair of the
Department of
Plant Pathology,
University of Ken-
tucky. He received
his BS in Biochem-
istry from Cornell
University, and his
PhD in Biochem-
istry from the Uni-
versity of Califor-
nia, Davis. He conducted postdoctoral research at the
Plant Breeding Institute in Cambridge, England. Upon
joining the University of Kentucky in 1985, he initi-
ated a research program on fungal biochemistry,
molecular biology, and evolution. Within a few years
his research program had focused mainly on Epichloë
species including endophytes and pathogens of
grasses. He has authored or coauthored 125 refereed
papers – 15 of which are in Mycologia – plus 45 other
chapters and review papers. He has served on MSA
Council, the Long-Term Planning Committee, and the
MSA Awards Committee. He has served on the
Mycologia editorial board as Associate Editor, and
currently as an Executive Editor. He is also chairing
the Scientific Program Committee for the International
Mycological Congress, IMC11, to be held in 2018.

Councilor for Cell Biology/Physiology
Heather Hallen Adams – is an Assistant Professor at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in the Depart-
ment of Food Science and Technology. She has been
an MSA member since 1998. She earned her PhD
from Michigan State University in 2002 for work on

Continued on following page
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Amanita taxonomy
and toxicology,
which she contin-
ued during one of
her post docs; she
also did post doc-
toral work on
Fusarium gene
expression and
mycotoxins. Since
2010, she has been
an Assistant Pro-
fessor at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln in the Department of
Food Science and Technology, where she considers
her mandate to be all areas in which food and fungi
intersect. Her recent work has focused largely on
fungi in the human gut, and on Debaryomyces
hansnenii killer toxins and interactions with Candida
albicans and C. tropicalis; she also continues to
supervise students working in Fusarium, and has col-
laborative projects on post-harvest spoilage of maize
in Guatemala and Rwanda. The fungal component of
her active teaching program includes Molds and
Mycotoxins, and sections in Food Microbiology,
Industrial Microbiology, and Food Toxicology. She
has served the Society on the Mentor Student Travel
Awards Committee (2010-2013, 2014 ex officio) and
is currently serving on the Student Awards Commit-
tee (2014-2018), and by reviewing manuscripts for
Mycologia.

Corby Kistler – is
a USDA-ARS
Research Geneti-
cist and Adjunct
Professor in the
Departments of
Plant Pathology
and Plant Biology
at the University
of Minnesota-St.
Paul. For the past
37 years, his pro-
fessional work has
centered on fungi in the genus Fusarium. Corby
Kistler received his PhD from Cornell University in
1983 working with Hans VanEtten on the biochemi-
cal genetics of host specialization in the pathogenic
fungus Fusarium solani. After a brief postdoc at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison (1984-1985), he

took an academic position at the University of
Florida, where in 1997 he became full professor in
the Department of Plant Pathology. He has been with
the USDA-ARS since 1999. His current research
involves the genetics and cellular biology of the
wheat and barley pathogen Fusarium graminearum.
His lab uses genomic approaches to better understand
the mechanisms by which the pathogen causes dis-
ease. Recently they have focused on the cellular
processes that promote the synthesis and export of
mycotoxins and other secondary metabolites. They
are also interested in the genomics and evolution of
host specialization in Fusarium oxysporum. Corby
Kistler has been a member of MSA since 1994, and
served as MSA councilor for Genetics/Molecular
Biology from 2007-2009. Currently he is serving as
MSA liaison representative to the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) for
from 2016-2019.

Councilor for Ecology/Pathology
Todd Osmundson
– is an Assistant
Professor in the
Department of
Biology, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-
La Crosse. He
received his PhD
from Columbia
University in
2009. He con-
ducted doctoral
research on bolete
systematics and biogeography with advisor Roy
Halling, New York Botanical Garden, and M.S.
research at Montana State University on systematics
of alpine Laccaria with advisor Cathy Cripps. Todd
Osmundson’s research and professional interests
include fungal biodiversity, biogeography, systemat-
ics, and conservation. Recent and current research
topics include fungal biodiversity of Moorea, French
Polynesia; bolete systematics and biogeography;
spore genetics and dispersal in alpine macromycetes;
factors influencing community structure of plant
microbiomes; and evolution of traits related to viru-
lence in plant pathogenic fungi. His service to MSA
includes Mentor Travel Award committee member
and chair, Conservation committee member and
chair, and Electronic Communication & Web Page

Continued on following page



Management committee member. His MSA Awards
include: NAMA Memorial Fellowship, C.T. Roger-
son Student Research Award, A.H. and H.V. Smith
Research Award. He is a member of the IUCN Mush-
room, Bracket and Puffball Specialist Group.

Kabir Peay – is an
Assistant Profes-
sor in the Biology
Department at
Stanford Univer-
sity. He completed
a Master’s degree
at the Yale School
of Forestry in 2003
and received his
PhD in 2008 from
the Department of
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Science, Policy & Management at UC Berkeley. His
primary area of research is the ecology of ectomycor-
rhizal fungi. He is particularly interested in ecologi-
cal and evolutionary processes that shape the distri-
bution and diversity of ectomycorrhizal fungi at large
spatial scales. For example, some of his projects have
examined how host tree patch size and isolation
affect ectomycorrhizal fungal diversity across land-
scapes, and how ectomycorrhizal fungal community
composition changes across the North American con-
tinent. Most of his research takes place in North
America, but he does have some significant projects
in the tropical rainforests of Malaysian Borneo.
Another focus of his lab is trying to link what is
learned about ectomycorrhizal community dynamics
to plant ecology and nutrient cycles. He have been a
member of MSA since 2005 and served on the Biodi-
versity Committee from 2010-2014. 

Councilor for Genetics/Molecular Biology
Scott Baker – is a
Staff Scientist and
Biology Lead at
the Environmental
Molecular Sci-
ences Laboratory,
Pacific Northwest
National Labora-
tory and Scientist,
DOE Joint BioEn-
ergy Institute.
Scott Baker

received his BS from Oregon State University in
1992 and PhD from Northwestern University in 1996.
His research interests include biotechnology,
genomics, and genetics, especially as they relate to
fungal metabolite production, enzyme secretion, and
cell morphology. He served as a member of the MSA
Genetics and Cell Biology Committee, is currently
President (through August 2016) of the Society for
Industrial Microbiology and Biotechnology as well
as a member of the JGI Fungal Genomics Program
Advisory Committee.

Lisa Grubisha –
is an Assistant
Professor of Biol-
ogy, University of
Wisconsin-Green
Bay. Lisa Gru-
bisha received her
Ph.D. from the
University of Cali-
fornia Berkeley in
2005 under the
direction of Tom
Bruns. Her disser-
tation research focused on a population genetics
study of Rhizopogon vulgaris and Rhizopogon occi-
dentalis associated with Pinus muricata in Califor-
nia. The first, and so far the only, microsatellite loci
for these species were developed as part of this study.
In 1998 she received an MS from Oregon State Uni-
versity. For her thesis, under Joey Spatafora’s men-
torship, she published the first molecular systematic
study of Rhizopogon that tested infrageneric relation-
ships. Post-doctoral research included a phylogeo-
graphic study of Tricholoma populinum (with D. Lee
Taylor), population genetics project of Aspergillus
flavus (with Peter Cotty), and a co-population genetic
study of Pterospora andromedea and Rhizopogon
kreterzae and R. salebrosus (with Matt Klooster).
Microsatellite loci for the last two projects were
aided by use of available genome sequences (A.
oryzae) or Next Generation Sequencing
(Pterospora/Rhizopogon) of genomic libraries using
Illumina or 454 pyrosequencing. Current research
includes projects that focus on research sites in Wis-
consin: (1) determining how pollinator-mediated dis-
persal affects yeast and bacterial nectar diversity
using Illumina sequencing; (2) evaluation and isola-

Continued on following page
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tion of orchid mycorrhizal fungi for conservation and
rehabilitation of the Ridges Sanctuary orchid com-
munity in collaboration with the North American
Orchid Conservation Center; (2) agricultural (con-
ventional, organic) and nonagricultural fungal and
bacterial metagenomic soil community diversity and
function (funded by the USDA). Her general research
interests include phylogenetic systematics, popula-
tion genetics, molecular ecology, and metagenomics.
Her teaching responsibilities include Mycology and
Environmental Microbiology. She is currently men-
toring three MS graduate students and three under-
graduate students. She has been a member of MSA
since 1997. MSA service includes Program Commit-
tee 2016-2019 and ad-hoc reviewer for Mycologia.

Councilor for Systematics/Evolution
Matias Cafaro –
is an Assistant
Professor at the
Universidad de
Puerto Rico. He is
interested in
microbial ecology,
s y m b i o s i s
between fungi and
arthropods, and
systematics and
evolution. Many
of his interests have manifested themselves in his
research, from his undergraduate thesis on fungal
endophytes of grasses, to his graduate dissertation on
fungal endosymbionts of arthropods, and also in his
postdoctoral work on mutualistic bacteria associated
with fungus-growing ants. He received his graduate
degree from the University of Buenos Aires
(Argentina) in 1997 and a PhD in Botany from the
University of Kansas in 2003. Currently, Dr. Cafaro
has a research program in systematics of fungal sym-
bionts of arthropods (trichomycetes) and microbial
ecology of microbes associated with tropical insects.
In his laboratory, Dr. Cafaro has directed over 100
undergraduate and 10 graduate students in their
research on various microbe-arthropod associations.
Several papers and presentations (over 120) at local,
national, and international meetings have resulted

from these projects. He has continuously contributed
to the systematics of trichomycetes with 20 publica-
tions, most recently about morphometrics in species
delimitation in Enterobryus (Contreras & Cafaro
2013). In addition, he continues exploring new habi-
tats for microbes associated with tropical environ-
ments such as soil and mangroves. Dr. Cafaro has
been an active participant in the mycological com-
munity. He has served as Chair of the MSA Travel
Awards committee, member of the MSA Ecology
Committee, co-organizer of the Latin American
Mycological Congress (2008, 2011, 2014) and he is
the current 11th IMC Congress Secretary to be held in
Puerto Rico 2018.

Else Vellinga –
has been a mush-
room taxonomist
for 25+ years, with
main interests in
the white-spored
Agaricaceae, espe-
cially Lepiota,
L e u c o a g a r i c u s ,
and Leucocopri-
nus, of which
many species are
still undescribed in
North America.
Mushroom taxonomy and systematics lay the basics
for further ecological research and conservation
efforts. She has played active roles in recording and
mapping projects in Europe, is interested in intro-
duced fungi and their impact on the environment, and
is involved in the current project to include mush-
room species in the IUCN Red Data List; for these
reasons she has been and is a member of the MSA’s
Conservation committee. She also feels that outreach
is a very important part of being a scientist; she par-
ticipates in the local mushroom clubs and their
events, identifies mushrooms for the general public,
writes for popular mushroom magazines, and has
been a member of the Liaison with Amateur Myco-
logical Clubs & Societies committee. She also served
MSA as an associate editor. In her spare time, and at
MSA meetings, you will find her knitting. 
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I have recently completed
my PhD at the University of
Oregon, under Dr. Bitty A.
Roy and Dr. George C. Car-
roll. During the course of my
PhD, I noticed a couple of
things that have stuck with
me, and have influenced the
immediate path downstream
from my doctoral degree. 

My dissertation focused
on fungal ecology – in part,
the fungal ecology of tropical
Xylaria (Ascomycota) – but
along the way I realized that it
is impossible to do good
ecology without good taxon-
omy.

Unfortunately, good,
accessible taxonomy is sadly
lacking for the genus Xylaria:
there has been some wonder-
ful work in recent decades
(see, for example, work by Dr.
Jack Rogers and his previous
students Drs. Yu-Ming Ju and
Felipe San Martín González,
the work of Dr. Thomas
Læssøe, or the work of Drs.
Adriana I. Hladki and Andrea
I. Romero), but much of the
literature is confusing, contra-
dictory, and out of date. The
genus Xylaria has never been
monographed, and until some
order has been brought to the
chaos, such an endeavor would be foolhardy at best. In a
conversation with Dr. Ju, while our lab was writing a grant
to study diversity and ecology of tropical Xylaria, Dr. Ju
noted that there are 826 unique names for Xylaria and syn-
onymous genera (Xylosphaeria and Penzigia) in
MycoBank. In his expert estimation (of these 826 species
“…86 have not been studied by me…” says Dr. Ju, with
typical humility) less than half of these are good names. In
the service of my ecological study, I have had to work very
hard at taxonomy; and now, after years of study, feel like I
have some sort of handle on the genus Xylaria, at least from
the cloud forests of Ecuador.

This sort of taxonomic Gordian knot is not that
unusual. I am sure many of us in the mycological commu-
nity have stories like this one. I have listened with great
interest to stories of the trials and tribulations from friends
working on the genus Morchella trying to forge a consen-
sus for names and classifications in that group. And who

among us has tried to confi-
dently pin a name onto a
Russula, or a Cortinarius?
Not to mention less charis-
matic fungi, like those in the
Laboulbeniales; while Dr.
Alexander Weir’s lab, and
more recently Donald H.
Pfister’s lab, are valiantly
attempting to bring some
order to that chaos, the mor-
phological classification
systems are at striking odds
with emerging molecular
data, and the number of
undescribed species is
daunting at best. 

I have also noticed a
trend in science funding that
worries me a great deal, as a
newly minted PhD. I started
my dissertation in the fall of
2010, and have watched
many fine labs, including
my own, struggle to find
funding over the course of
my PhD work. My work
(Vandegrift et al. 2015a,
2015b, Thomas et al. 2016)
has never been directly sup-
ported by a major grant,
though I have benefited
from the infrastructure in
place from other grants,
written for other projects.
Instead, I have raised

money to support my work here in Oregon, in Ecuador, and
later in Taiwan, through a myriad of smaller, student-based
awards, funding field work and lab work with $1000–2000
awards from groups like the Cascade Mycological Society,
the Sonoma County Mycological Association, the Oregon
Mycological Society, as well as the Mycological Society of
America, among others. The National Science Foundation
itself notes that: 

“When adjusted for inflation, federal funding for
higher education R&D declined by 5.1% between FY 2013
and FY 2014 and has fallen over 11% since its peak in FY
2011…. This is the longest multiyear decline in federal
funding for academic R&D since the beginning of the
annually collected data series in FY 1972. (Britt 2015)” 

This steady period of decline, with no end in sight, cor-
responds precisely to the period of my graduate career.

Taxonomic Research and Crowdfunding

Figure 1: Xylaria aff. comosa sensu Læssøe, stro-
mata drawing. Each taxon will be illustrated with a
drawing of the stromata entire, as well as a second
drawing showing detail of surface texture, a section
through the stromata showing the perithecia, and
microscopic features, including asci, ascospores,
and the ascus apical plug. 

Continued on following page
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Daniel J. Howard and
Frank N. Laird (2013)
express that this is not
unexpected; the growth of
scientific endeavors in the
US economy has far out-
stripped the available
recourses. The funding
model that emerged after
WWII led to exponential
growth in the number of
researchers, with competi-
tion for grant money
necessitating a pool of
inexpensive, skilled labor-
ers (graduate students),
who then join the group
competing for grant
money, et cetera. Such a
growth cycle is clearly
non-sustainable. 

One obvious, immedi-
ate effect of the contraction
of government research
monies, and the resulting
increase in competition for
them, is a change in the type of research funded – funding
agencies are increasingly attempting to fund transformative
research, defined by the NSF as research that can “radi-
cally change our understanding of an important existing
scientific or engineering concept or educational practice or
leads to the creation of a new paradigm or field of science,
engineering, or education” (National Science Board 2007).
This push to preferentially fund such research makes sense:
this is research with a high return on investment! Sadly, in
practice this means that more basic, brick-and-mortar sci-
ence often gets neglected. This is becoming a real problem,
because it is impossible to transform science that does not
exist. One aspect of this is the systematic defunding of tra-
ditional taxonomic research. As has been noted elsewhere
(Naik 2011, Rogers 2013), our alpha-taxonomists are retir-
ing – or dying – with no one to replace them. 

There has been a recent emergence of a new funding
source: crowdfunding, which poses a tantalizing alternative
to increasingly difficult to obtain federal research grants.
This is essentially a grassroots funding model; many indi-
vidual people invest small sums of money into a given proj-
ect. This funding model has been used in place of venture
capital or investors in some cases, such as the 3Doodler
(WobbleWorks LLC 2013) – a hand-held 3D printer turned
three dimensional pen, which raised more than $2.3 million
in 2013 – or MegaBots, Inc. (MegaBots, Inc. 2015), which
raised more than half a million dollars to start a giant robot
fighting league last year. 

The potential of crowdfunding has not escaped the
notice of scientists of all stripes, and there are now several

crowdfunding platforms
explicitly for scientific
research, including
Petridish.org, Experi-
ment.com (formerly
Microryza.com), and
Walacea.com, in addition
to more traditional plat-
forms like Kickstarter and
IndieGoGo. There have
been many recent success
stories, including the
efforts to sequence parts of
the human microbiome,
which raised more than
$300,000 (uBiome Team
2013), and the recent effort
to launch and test solar sail
technology by the Plane-
tary Society, which raised

more than $1.2 million
(Nye and The Planetary
Society 2015). 

Fungal research crowd-
funding has been a bit rarer,
but there are some notable

successes in the mycological world. The most notable is
probably Peter McCoy’s crowdfunding for the publication
of his book, Radical Mycology (McCoy 2014, 2016), which
raised nearly $20,000. Jacky Shay, a master’s student in
Dennis Desjardin’s lab at SFSU, raised more than $7,000
for field work to collect and classify Marasmius from
Madagascar (Shay 2015). My lab mate in Dr. Roy’s lab,
Daniel Thomas, successfully raised more than $3,000 to
support a small research project in Ecuador studying the
interaction of Lecanicilluim and the coffee rust, Hemileia
vastatrix (Thomas 2014), though the project did not pro-
ceed due to issues with collaborators.

Crowdfunding in science is notoriously difficult,
though. Lenny Teytelman is one of the founders of proto-
cols.io, an open source platform for sharing lab protocols
openly. Their company used a successful Kickstarter
crowdfunding campaign towards the end of development to
literally save the company from bankruptcy, and he has
written extensively on the subject of crowdfunding and sci-
ence. He sums up very well a common problem in scientific
crowdfunding efforts: “The true reward we promised was
better and faster science; we did not have a physical prod-
uct to ship in the end” (Teytelman 2015b). This fact, that
the real reward of scientific crowdfunding efforts is often
the warm, fuzzy feeling that you have contributed to sci-
ence, is a barrier to the serious use of crowdfunding as an
alternative to grant support. This leads to modest funding
goals, and large proportions of the funding coming from

Figure 2: Xylaria globosa (Spreng.) Mont., which often
exudes a red pigment when in the conidial state. This
is an example of Mr. Newman’s photography, which
will accompany the project in the form of a photo-
graphic supplement. 

Continued on following page



friends and family of the researchers (Teytelman 2015a,
2015c). 

It has been said elsewhere (Byrnes et al. 2014, Teytel-
man 2015c, Kraus et al. 2016, Vachelard et al. 2016), but it
bears repeating: crowdfunding is product driven. Success-
ful crowdfunding often hinges on being able to give mean-
ingful rewards. This is where I believe that the unique
nature of taxonomic research intersects particularly well
with crowdfunding. Taxonomy, the systematics and classi-
fication of organisms, generally has a much more tangible
product than other branches of biology, and one that has the
potential to be much more accessible to the average person:
a work describing, classifying, and illustrating a group of
organisms. If done well, taxonomic works can be func-
tional, allowing people to confidently identify organisms
they are interested in, as well as beautiful, full of lovely
photographs or stunning illustrations. In this way, taxo-
nomic projects take on an element of a graphics project –
people who may not be interested in science for the sake of
science may be interested in the beauty of technical botan-
ical illustrations, or photography of creatures they have
never seen. This graphic nature allows for the creation of
meaningful rewards beyond a paper or a book detailing the
taxonomic study at hand, allowing the project to reach, and
be funded by, a much larger audience. 

I intend to test this theory using my knowledge of the
Xylaria of the Ecuadorian cloud forests: I am launching a
Kickstarter campaign this June to convert my hard-fought
taxonomic understanding of this group into a thorough,
careful taxonomic treatment for the region. This work will
include nearly 50 species, drawing from our lab’s nearly
600 collections of Xylaria from the Ecuadorian cloud
forests, as well as the hundreds of cloud forest Xylaria col-
lections in the National Herbarium in Quito and other
herbaria around the world. I am working with other experts
in the Xylariaceae, such as Dr. Ju, to ensure the best taxon-
omy possible, and I am creating nearly 100 high quality
drawings to illustrate each and every taxon (Fig. 1), and
there will be a color photo supplement including as many
taxa as possible photographed in situ by Mr. Danny New-
man (Fig. 2) – no other work on Xylaria this century will be
as well illustrated. Many ancillary rewards will use these
drawings for everything from stickers to a Xylaria-themed
paisley handkerchief, making the campaign accessible
beyond the group of people interested in perithecial
Ascomycetes. 

If you would like to help with this proof-of-concept for
mycological taxonomic crowdfunding, you can join the
mailing list by emailing me at
CloudForestXylaria@gmail.com – I will notify you when
the campaign starts, and send out sporadic updates on the
progress of the crowdfunding campaign and the creation of
the Xylaria illustrations, keys, and other taxonomic work. 

—Roo Vandegrift
CloudForestXylaria@gmail.com
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Founded in 1932, our octogenarian
society continues to remain relevant
and vibrant well into the 21st century
thanks to your unselfish volunteerism
and contributions in countless ways.
One obvious way to exercise owner-
ship of the Mycological Society of
America is to attend and participate in
our annual meeting, which will be held
on the Clark-Kerr Campus of The
University of California-Berkeley,
August 7-11, 2016. If you do plan to
attend, please note that this idyllic
venue can only accommodate 300
people, and according to an email that I
received from Tom Bruns on 26 April,
close to half of the slots have already
been taken. Also please make note of
the following two important dates: 1
June is the last day that abstracts can be submitted, and a
$300 late registration fee will be charged after 15 June.
With the MSA annual meeting now less than three
months away, please take a few minutes out of your busy
schedule today and use the following link
http://ipmb.berkeley.edu/events/msa-2016 to register,
submit an abstract, check out the program and speakers,
and sign up for the preconference workshop and\or a field
trip. Three exciting excursions are scheduled for Sunday
7 August and they include: a forest pathology tour of Pt
Reyes National Seashore and Tomales Pt. State Park, and
a tour of a Napa winery or Monterey Mushrooms. Don’t
delay, please sign up for one of these today! 

While the overarching theme of the meeting is
“Sequencing the Fungal Environment: From Populations
to Communities,” the program includes eight diverse
symposia, together with contributed talks and posters,
and three sessions organized by the Student Section (i.e.,
board meeting, mixer, and workshop on professional
development). I would be remiss if I didn’t mention that
a tour of the Joint Genome Institute (JGI) and workshops
on the Unite Database supported by the Sloan Foundation
and nomenclature are scheduled for 11 August, the last
day of the meeting. 

The Karling Annual Lecture Committee, chaired by
Antonis Rokas (antonis.rokas@vanderbilt.edu), has

selected Arturo Casadevall
(acasade1@jhu.edu), MD, PhD, John
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health, to lecture this year. Much of
his research focuses on virulence and
cryptococcosis.

Thanks are due the local
organizers, Tom Bruns and John
Taylor, and the Program Committee,
chaired by Anne Pringle, for putting
together what promises to be a meeting
to remember. Please don’t forget to
bring items for the auction or mail
them to Tom Bruns, Department of
Plant & Microbial Biology, 111
Koshland Hall, University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, CA 94720-3102. I look
forward to seeing all of you in Berke-
ley!

I would like to close this column by sharing two
exciting news items with you. The first item is MSA has
accepted Taylor & Francis’ (T&F) bid for co-publishing
Mycologia. T&F will publish its first issue of Mycologia
in January 2017, at which time the back issues from Vol-
ume 1-107 will be available on Taylor & Francis Online.
For those who are interested, Ashlynne Merrifield (Ash-
lynne.Merrifield@tandf.co.uk), Lauren Herman, and
Mike Amato from T&F plan to attend our meeting this
August to meet with our Editors and the Executive Coun-
cil. MSA will continue to use Allen Press for society
management services. Thanks are due to numerous peo-
ple who worked behind the scenes to make this happen,
but special thanks are due Keith A. Seifert for taking the
lead on this complicated issue. The second newsworthy
item is MSA’s Executive Council has selected Mr. David
Middleton of Middleton Advisory LLC (david@middlet-
onadvisory.com) to serve as our financial advisor to man-
age and invest our endowment funds. While many people
were involved in this decision, special thanks are due Lisa
Castlebury, MSA Finance Committee Chair, and D. Jean
Lodge, MSA Past President (2014-2015), for their leader-
ship and expertise on this important issue.

—Kerry O’Donnell
kerry.odonnell@ars.usda.gov
MSA President (2015-2016)
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Greetings fellow mycophiles! It is a
busy time for the MSA in preparation
for the annual MSA meeting in Berke-
ley, CA, August 7-11! Registration and
abstract submission are now online at:
http://ipmb.berkeley.edu/events/msa-
2016 - Please take a moment to check
out the MSA program, workshops and
field trips. Hope to see you there!

Council Business: The midyear Execu-
tive Council meeting was held on Feb-
ruary 6, 2016 and these meeting minutes
and midyear reports are published in this
issue of Inoculum. Since this meeting,
there are many activities by MSA com-
mittees and members as the MSA
finance committee reviews investment
consultant proposals, the MSA execu-
tive council and Mycologia editors
review the contracts and bids for membership and publishing
services, the MSA membership committee continues their
efforts for renewals, and the MSA awards committees review
many proposals for 2016. 

Five email polls were sent out to council since my Janu-
ary/February column: 

Poll 2016-01—Request for Emeritus Status for Dr. Don-
ald T. Wicklow was approved by Council. 

Poll 2016-02—Elimination of MSA ATCC and IUMS
representative positions were approved by Council. 

Poll 2016-03—Request for a waiver of Mycologia print
subscription by Lifetime member, Grégoire L. Hennebert,
was approved by Council. 

Poll 2016-04—The nomination of MSA fellow, Fran-
cois Lutzoni, was approved by Council. 

Poll 2016-05—The nomination of MSA Honorary
Member, Barbara Howlett, was approved by Council. 

Poll 2016-06—The recommendation of the MSA
Finance committee to approve David Middleton of Middle-
ton Advisory as the Investment Advisor for the MSA was
approved by Council.

Poll 2016-07— The nomination of Dr. Arturo Casade-
vall as the 2016 Karling Annual Lecture speaker was
approved by Council vote. 

Poll 2016-08—Request for discounted membership by
N. Rungjindamai was approved by Council.

Poll 2016-09—Request for discounted membership by
Janneke Aylward was approved by Council.

New Members: I would like to extend a warm welcome to
the following new members who joined MSA after my last
report. Their membership will be formally approved at the
2016 Annual Business Meeting in Berkeley, CA:

United States: Heather Anderson, Thomas Anneberg,
Daniel Ballhorn, Patrick Bennett, Briana Boaz, Manuela Dal

Forno, Christopher Fernandez, Terren
Flanders, Tadashi Fukami, Michael
Fulcher, Martin Huss, Bradford James
Sr., Martha Jenkins, Patty Kaishian,
Gabriel Kenne, Karissa Koessel, Liz
Koziol, Cheryl Kuske, Bisho Ram
Lawaj, Domingos Da Silva Leite,
Devin Leopold, Ningxiao Li, Isabelita
Martinez, Jillian Myers, Olena
Myronycheva, Chance Noffsinger,
Gregory Pec, Kayla K. Pennerman,
Noah Strom, Wendy Sueno, Alexandra
Vivelo, Hannah Wahl, Monica Watson,
Melanie Wilson, Brett Younginger, and
Bo Zhang

Australia: Brett Summerell
Canada: Jean-Marc Moncalvo
Columbia: Ana Esperanza

Franco-Molano
Italy: Sima Khodaei

Mexico: Melina Lopez-Meyer
Sweden: Olena Myronycheva
Thailand: Hatairat Plaengdaeng

Member Deaths: Honorary MSA Member Dr. Gastón Guz-
man passed away on January 12, 2016 at the age of 83.
Gastón was best known for his seminal taxonomic and ethno-
mycological studies of Psilocybe. Gastón was a co-founder
and former president of the Sociedad Mexicana de
Micología, in Xalapa, México and president of the Latin
American Mycological Association (2000–2002). He is
survived by his wife of 20 years, Isabel Lasserre Bonilla, in
Xalapa, Veracruz and his daughter, Dr. Laura Guzmán Dáva-
los, a prominent mycologist who established a research
program on the systematics and evolution of macrofungi at
the Universidad de Guadalajara, Guadalajara, Jalisco,
México.

2016 Membership Renewal: Membership dues remain the
same as for 2016. If you haven’t yet renewed, please con-
sider doing so today. Your membership and donations sup-
port the MSA by funding awards to students and postdoctoral
members and, it is this commitment that strengthens the
wonderful study of fungi by supporting present and future
mycologists. Please feel free to contact myself (sarah.berge-
mann@mtsu.edu) with any suggestions, complaints, or feed-
back on the membership renewal process. Taylor Hrabe
(thrabe@allenpress.com) is the Association Manager
Administrator at Allen Press and can assist with updating
membership information in the MSA directory.

REMINDER: MSA Directory Update: Did you receive the
email notices on the 2016 membership renewal and on the

Executive Vice President’s Report  

Sarah Bergemann

Continued on following page
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call for nominations? If not, it may be because your email
address is not up to date in the MSA directory. The Society
relies on email to bring you timely information on MSA
news, awards, elections, meetings and other activities. To
ensure that you receive those important Society blast emails
and Inoculum, take a few minutes to confirm the accuracy of
your contact information in the online directory. This can be
accessed via our website (http://msafungi.org/directory-of-
msa-members/), look for the log in to manage directory
entries. If you have renewed your membership and don’t find
your name in the online directory, contact me for assistance.

If you need assistance with updating any of your membership
information, contact our Association Manager Administrator
at Allen Press, Taylor Hrabe (thrabe@allenpress.com). 

Please feel free to contact me about MSA business, or any
other questions you have about the Society. It is a busy year
with the Society and I will hopefully see you in Berkeley,
CA this August!

—Sarah Bergemann
sarah.bergemann@mtsu.edu

MSA Executive Vice President

SARAh BERGEMANN

ExECuTiVE ViCE PRESidENT

FEBRuARy 6, 2016

CALL TO ORdER ANd APPROVAL OF MiNuTES

The 2016 Midyear Executive Council Meeting was called to order on
Saturday, February 6 at 0916 CST via conference call, President Kerry
O’Donnell presiding. In attendance were President Kerry O’Donnell,
President-Elect Georgiana May, Vice President Tom Volk, Past Pres-
ident Jean Lodge, Treasurer Sharon Cantrell, and Executive Vice Pres-
ident, Sarah Bergemann. Invited participants were Managing Editor,
Cathie Aime, and Executive Editor, Keith Seifert. Executive Vice
President, Sarah Bergemann, had emailed attendees a revised Execu-
tive Council packet on February 3, 2016 that included the Agenda,
minutes from the 2015 Midyear Executive Council Meeting and
Annual Council Meeting (held in Edmonton Alberta Canada), updated
MSA Roster, midyear reports, copies of the MSA Constitution and
By-laws, and proposals/bids for association services for the MSA.

MOTION: (approved unanimously) that the minutes from the 2015
Executive Council Midyear meeting be approved as published in
Inoculum 67 (2).

REPORTS

1. Report of the President. President Kerry O’Donnell referred to his
midyear report which included sections on obtaining bids for soci-
ety management services for the MSA, co-publishing bids for all
services to publish Mycologia, and the recommendation by the Edi-
tors and the MSA Advisory Board to include all services for pub-
lishing Mycologia with Taylor & Francis. President Kerry O’Don-
nell also commented on the detailed report and active role of the
Student Section in the MSA. President Kerry O’Donnell also
thanked members of the Executive Council, Executive Editors,
Managing Editor and members of the Editorial Advisory Board for
dedication and work throughout the year.

2. Report of the President-Elect. President-Elect Georgiana May
provided an update on the actions and outcomes of the ad-hoc MSA
Diversity Committee by referring to her midyear report and sum-
marizing the information about the survey questions sent to MSA
members to gather information regarding diversity in MSA mem-
bership, the results of the diversity survey sent to membership by
Allen Press, and the future actions of the committee. President-Elect
Georgiana May included a draft proposal of recommendations by
the diversity committee with proposed changes to improve diversity
by modification of the MSA manual of operations. This draft circu-
lated to Executive Council included recommendations on how to
target new talent pools that improve diversity in the MSA member-
ship and committees, ensure that elected officers and committee
chairs are aware of the history in past awards and nominations for

officers, and ensure that appointments reflect diversity within the
MSA. The discussion of the Executive Council that followed
included mechanisms to disseminate and advertise awards more
broadly via social media (twitter), improving the blast email process
to disseminate information about awards, and the possibility of
appointing co-chairs to the program committees to improve diver-
sity in symposia. President-Elect Georgiana May also pointed out
that there is no policy statement reflective of diversity in the MSA
Constitution and By-laws and proposed that members of the Exec-
utive Council assist with drafting a diversity policy for inclusion. If
approved by the Full Council, the diversity statement will be
included in the spring ballot as an amendment to the MSA Consti-
tution and By-laws.

– Action item: President-Elect Georgiana May will draft and cir-
culate to members of Executive Council a diversity policy for the
MSA. If approved, a recommendation for consideration will be
sent to the MSA Council and will appear on the spring ballot for
vote by membership to change the MSA Constitution and By-
laws.

– Action item: Executive Vice President Sarah Bergemann will
contact Sara Branco to coordinate and update lists of awardees
for awards dating back five years; information will be used for
dissemination to committee chairs.

3. Report of the Finance Committee. Finance Committee member
and Past-President Jean Lodge referred to the midyear report from
the Finance Committee. Lodge commented that the current invest-
ment advisor from Wells Fargo is likely to retire and that an active
strategy to find an investment consultant is advised. Past-President
Lodge outlined the current goals of the Finance committee: i)
obtaining two additional investment proposals from investment
advisors (Middleton Advisory and Fried Mouro group (Merrill
Lynch)) as a comparison of the current investment portfolio with
Wells Fargo; ii) Finance committee is leaning towards consolida-
tion of banking for both membership (association) and investment
consultants (currently in two separate banking institutions, US Bank
– membership services; Wells Fargo – investment services); iii)
consideration of funds retained in the MSA cash accounts with
operating expenses needed to support publication of Mycologia and
management of the society for 1½ years and; iv) expressed a need
to balance the MSA investment portfolio using short-, mid- and
long-term investment strategies. Lodge also proposed changes
(additions) to the Manual of Operations as shown below in bold:

Wells Fargo Investment Account (p. 23)
1) Since contributions to the MSA Endowment become
part of a restricted fund (i.e., only the interest, dividends,
and capital gains can be used), endowment contributions

Minutes of the MSA 2016 Executive Council Midyear Meeting
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should be deposited in the Wells Fargo account as the
Treasurer receives them. The Chair of the Endowment
Committee keeps a separate checking account for receiv-
ing contributions. Periodically after a number of contribu-
tions have been received, the Chair of the Endowment
Committee will send a check for consolidated endowment
contributions to the Treasurer. The Treasurer can then
deposit this directly to the Wells Fargo account.
Finance Committee (p. 37)
4) The majority of the principal in the Endowment Funds
will be held in very secure US Federal Notes with not more
than 30% of Society funds committed to conservative
index stock and bond funds or similar investments.

MOTION: proposed changes to MSA Manual of Operations by Past-
President Jean Lodge (seconded by Georgiana May) and approved
unanimously by members of Executive Council.

4. Report of the Vice President. Vice President Tom Volk referred
to the recent call for nominations via blast emails through Allen
Press and announcements in the Inoculum for vacant positions for
four councilors and the treasurer. Vice President Volk commented
on the few nominations received and the discussions with members
of the MSA Executive Council that followed were how to improve
the involvement with MSA membership by dissemination by blast
emails with Allen Press, social media (Twitter and Facebook), con-
tacting current MSA members, and extending the deadline of nom-
inations for one week (February 22, 2016).

– Action item: Executive Vice President Sarah Bergemann and
Vice President Tom Volk will coordinate with the MSA web-
master, Antonio Izzo, to disseminate the Call for Nominations
using MSA social media outlets.

5. Report of the Executive Vice President. Executive Vice President
Sarah Bergmann referred to her midyear report and summarized her
activities including the evaluation of the co-publishing proposals, a
summary of the email polls to council, and assisting Past-President
Lodge and Treasurer Cantrell with securing bids for membership
services. Executive Vice President Sarah Bergemann referred to the
proposals for review for membership services that were included in
the Council Packet.

6. Report of the Treasurer. Treasurer Sharon Cantrell referred to her
midyear report and commented on both membership and subscrip-
tion renewals by stating that subscriptions were on track with target
renewals for 2016. Cantrell also noted that the MSA made around
$48,000 in profit for the annual fiscal year. Discussion by Treasurer
Sharon Cantrell and members of the Executive Council was
whether it was possible to increase membership renewals through
dissemination of promotional materials for the annual meeting and
over-hauling the website to attract members by including the pro-
gram for the MSA annual meeting at an earlier date on the website.
Treasurer Cantrell also addressed the need to begin working to
secure accommodations and travel for the Karling Lecturer.

– Action Item: Executive Vice President, Sarah Bergemann, and
Treasurer, Sharon Cantrell, will contact the chair of the Karling
Annual Lecturer, Antonis Rokas, and arrange travel and accom-
modations for the Annual Karling lecturer.

diSCuSSiON iTEMS

1. Transition team for Mycologia. Executive Editor, Keith Seifert,
and Managing Editor, Cathie Aime, participated in the midyear
Executive Council meeting to discuss how to coordinate the transi-
tion in publishing from Allen Press to Taylor & Francis. The dis-
cussion centered on forming a transition team that will lead these
efforts. Executive Editor Keith Seifert commented on the role of the

Managing Editor position stating that with the transition to Taylor
& Francis, most of the duties of the current ME position will be
eliminated. However, there will still be a need for a centralized edi-
torial role to coordinate a clearing-house for the society and to act
as a single point of contact between the publisher, the MSA, and the
Editorial Board.

– Action Item: President Kerry O’Donnell to lead the transition
team for publishing with Taylor & Francis. The committee will
also include Executive Editors, Keith Seifert and Chris Shardl,
Managing Editor, Cathie Aime, and Executive Vice President,
Sarah Bergemann, serving as ex officio and included in all com-
munications regarding membership. Cathie Aime will find an
alternate MSA member to fill her vacancy when needed and will
solicit involvement from members of the MSA Mycologia Advi-
sory Committee.

2. Bids for membership (association services for the MSA). Treas-
urer, Sharon Cantrell, Past-President, Jean Lodge, and Executive
Vice President, Sarah Bergemann, coordinated efforts to solicit three
proposals (The Federation of American Societies for Experimental
Biology, Rees Group, Inc., and Allen Press) for membership services.
The discussion by members of Executive Council that followed was
whether there should be a transition in membership services during a
transition to publishing with Taylor & Francis. The members of
Executive Council were in agreement that a transition in membership
services was too disruptive to the operation of the MSA at this time.

MOTION: Treasurer Sharon Cantrell (seconded by Georgiana May
and unanimously supported by Executive Council) proposed that the
bid from Allen Press was accepted and Allen Press be retained for
association services for the next three years; Executive Council will
review the contract and if approved, the MSA Council will be polled
by email.

– Action Item: Executive Vice President Sarah Bergemann will
coordinate efforts to form a team that will work with resolving
and improving membership services with Allen Press during the
transition of publishing with Taylor & Francis. Members will
include President-Elect, Georgiana May, Treasurer, Sharon
Cantrell, Vice President, Tom Volk, and solicit involvement from
the MSA Membership committee.

3. Nominations of Officers and Spring Ballot. President Kerry
O’Donnell proposed the elimination of the ATCC and IUMS MSA
representatives. Executive Vice President, Sarah Bergemann,
included current correspondence from the current ATCC represen-
tative, Conrad Schoch, which demonstrates the lack of need for the
ATCC position.

MOTION: Proposed by President Kerry O’Donnell (seconded by
Past-President Jean Lodge and unanimously approved by Executive
Council) to propose changes to the MSA By-laws by elimination of
the two MSA representative (ATCC and IUMS) positions.

– Action Item: Executive Vice President, Sarah Bergemann, to
poll MSA Full Council to obtain vote on the elimination of the
MSA representatives for ATCC and IUMS; if approved by coun-
cil, the elimination of these two positions will be placed on the
spring ballot for approval by MSA membership.

4. AAAS fellows. Executive Council discussed the formation of an
ad-hoc committee to identify MSA members that are potential
AAAS fellows. One of the conditions for nomination is that the
nominee subscribes to Science for 4 years prior to nomination. A
committee will be formed to identify qualified candidates to nomi-
nate as AAAS fellows.
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– Action Item: Two members of Executive Council (both AAAS
Fellows – President, Kerry O’Donnell and Past-President, Jean
Lodge) will form an ad-hoc committee to find potential nominees
for AAAS fellows. President, Kerry O’Donnell, will contact
other members of MSA who are also AAAS fellows to solicit
their participation on the committee.

5. Travel and funding for AAAS representative. The current
budget to support for the AAAS representative to attend the annual
AAAS meeting is airfare + $250. Members of the Executive Coun-
cil discussed whether this is sufficient. The consensus from Coun-
cil was to retain the current level of support and modify the MSA
Manual of Operations.

– Action Item: Executive Vice President Bergemann will modify
the Manual of Operations to state that the AAAS representative
can request additional funds to attend the AAAS if no other sup-
port is available.

6. Specific Expertise Committees. President-Elect Georgiana May
was asked by President Kerry O’Donnell to chair a committee to
explore the activity and involvement of the Specific Expertise com-
mittees in the MSA. As part of the recommendations, President-
Elect Georgiana May included a draft proposal that includes possi-
ble re-alignment and/or combining of the specific expertise
committees that more closely resembles the Councilor positions.
Based on the discussions with the Executive Council, President-
Elect Georgiana May that will provide a draft for review by the
Executive Council and members at the annual MSA meeting in
Berkeley, CA.

– Action Item: President-Elect Georgiana May will revise the
draft of recommendations for the Specific Expertise committees
with the purpose of possible re-alignment with the four elected
Councilor positions and/or combining committees. The MSA
Council will review a revised draft of recommendations at the
annual MSA Council meeting in Berkeley, CA.

7. IMC11. Treasurer, Sharon Cantrell, and members of the IMC11
steering committee provided a list of the current composition of the
program including the local organizing and steering committees for
the upcoming IMC 11 meeting in 2018 in Puerto Rico. Discussion
with the Executive Council and Treasurer Cantrell included how the
$20,000 from MSA to IMC11 as a bursary was to be used by IMC,
which MSA events will be scheduled during IMC11, and whether
events could be combined (e.g., scheduling the Presidential
Address, Business Meeting, and Awards Presentations), finding a
suitable date for the MSA council meeting, and finding keynote
speakers for the IMC, Mycological Discovery for a Better World.
Organization and scheduling for the IMC meeting will require a
conference call in May with the program and steering committees.

– Action Item: Treasurer, Sharon Cantrell, will contact Joey
Spatafora to determine how $20,000 in funds from MSA will be
used by IMC.

– Action Item: Treasurer, Sharon Cantrell, will change the steer-
ing committee roster to reflect Tom Volk as Chair and Vice Pres-
ident of the MSA.

8. Mycotaxon. President Kerry O’Donnell asked the Executive Coun-
cil for input on whether MSA should explore the publication of
Mycotaxon. The consensus among members of the Executive
Council was that the MSA could not assume the role at this time.

– Action Item: President Kerry O’Donnell will ask Taylor &
Francis whether they are interested in publishing Mycotaxon.

9. Participation of cell biologists in annual MSA meeting. The con-
sensus of the Executive Council was that diversity among partici-
pants should be promoted by the society but individual efforts are
required to solicit and encourage representation at MSA meetings
from cell biologists.

President Kerry O’Donnell adjourned the meeting at 1331 CST.

MidyEAR REPORT OF ThE PRESidENT

Greetings everyone! I would like to begin my report by thanking
the editors, officers, committee members, and countless individuals
working behind the scenes for their tireless service to the Mycological
Society of America. As an all-volunteer society, your efforts are essen-
tial to the day-to-day functioning of our society. I want to especially
thank our Executive Vice President, Sarah E. Bergemann, for all of the
time and effort that she put into scheduling this meeting. It has bene-
fited significantly from her outstanding organizational skills. 

The main issues that have confronted MSA since the 2015 meet-
ing in Edmonton concerned evaluating proposals for co-publishing
Mycologia, obtaining bids from two firms that specialize in providing
society management services, the declining membership, potential
changes in managing the MSA Endowment Funds, and plans for the
following three upcoming annual meetings: August 2016 at the Uni-
versity of California-Berkeley (local organizers Tom Bruns and John
Taylor), the July 2017 meeting at the Classic Center in downtown
Athens, Georgia (local organizers Marin Talbot Brewer and Tony
Glenn), and our July 2018 meeting during IMC11 in San Juan, Puerto
Rico (local organizer Sharon A. Cantrell Rodriguez). The Berkeley
meeting promises to be a truly awesome and memorable event, due in
large part to the herculean efforts of the Program Committee: Anne
Pringle (Chair), Clark Ovrebo, Lisa Grubisha, Jessie Uehling, Don
Pfister, Anthony Glenn, and Thorsten Lumbsch. Three of the eight
symposia that are scheduled are being supported by a $28,500 grant
from the Sloan Foundation that Rachel Adams at UC-Berkeley wrote
and received. Congratulations Rachel!

I would be remiss if I didn’t profusely thank Keith Seifert for the
considerable time and effort that he invested in obtaining and evaluat-
ing bids for co-publishing Mycologia from Taylor & Francis (T&F),
the American Phytopathological Society (APS), and Allen Press.
Thanks are also due the Editors and the Editorial Advisory Commit-
tee for evaluating the co-publishing proposals. Their unanimous rec-
ommendation that we accept the bid from Taylor & Francis was
approved by Council. I phoned Nik Grünwald, who was representing
APS, and Nick Dormer at Allen Press of Council’s decision to move
to T&F. In addition, I notified Ashlynne Merrifield at T&F via email
of our decision to accept their bid, and followed this up with confer-
ence call to her to discuss their transition schedule (Table 3.3 in their
proposal). A transition team will be assembled to coordinate closely
with T&F so that the process runs smoothly. The first issue of Mycolo-
gia published by T&F is scheduled for January 2017. Our primary
contacts at T&F will be Ashlynne Merrifield and Vickei Donald. Ash-
lynne and Vickie plan video conference calls with the Editors and
some members of Council in April to discuss the Production process,
followed up by a video conference with the Executive Editors this July
to discuss Marketing. I am confident that with their aggressive Mar-
keting and improvements in our website that we will be able to reverse
the decline in membership. Ashlynne plans to attend our upcoming
annual meetings to discuss pertinent issues with the Editors and inter-
ested Council members. 

While T&F plans to launch a webpage for Mycologia on their
website this October, Ashlynne indicated that they will not provide

2016 Midyear Reports
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support for our current website. For this reason and others, the move
to T&F will necessitate that we contract with a firm that provides soci-
ety management services, including design and management of our
website, accounting and membership services, and tax filing among
others. Thanks are due D. Jean Lodge, Sarah E. Bergemann, and
Sharon A. Cantrell Rodriguez for obtaining detailed bids from FASEB
(Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology) and The
Rees Group, Inc. MSA Council, Editors and the Editorial Advisory
Committee will carefully evaluate these proprosals and hopefully con-
tract with one of them in the near future. 

In addition to establishing a transition team for co-publishing
Mycologia with T&F, and the urgent need for membership services,
other miscellaneous items to be discussed during the mid-year Execu-
tive Council meeting include the Spring Ballot, support of MSA’s rep-
resentative to AAAS to attend their annual meeting. Georgiana May,
chair of the ad hoc committee to evaluate Specific Expertise Commit-
tees, plans to discuss with Council what actions should be taken to
increase their participation within the society. Lastly, Sharon A.
Cantrell Rodriguez will report on planned MSA events during IMC11
in Puerto Rico.

The Student Section, chaired by Jessie Uehling, turned in a detal-
ied report outlining their diverse outreach activities, successful
fundraising at the 2015 MSA annual meeting in Edmonton, Canada,
and the 2015 International Conference on Mycorrhiza (ICOM) 2015
in Flagstaff, AZ. Please see their full report for planned activities this
summer at Berkeley that include an exciting professional development
workshop. People planning to attend the annual meeting should check
the MSA website and future issues of Inoculum for details on regis-
tration and abstract submission. With the MSA Annual Meeting now
less than six months away, please take a few minutes today to mark
your calendar for August 7-11. I look forward to seeing all of you in
Berkeley!

—Kerry O’Donnell
President

MidyEAR REPORT OF ThE PRESidENT-ELECT

Report from the ad hoc Diversity Committee
(Sara Branco and Georgiana May, co-chairs; Tanya Cheeke

(postdoc), Danny Haewalter (student), Mia Maltz (student-postdoc),
Don Natvig (faculty), Sharon Cantrell Rodriguez (faculty)). The
Diversity committee has met one-two times per month since the
Edmonton MSA meeting in August. In addition, individuals have dis-
cussed practices and garnered information by their own research. Our
chief contributions to date are the designing and conducting the MSA
survey on diversity, and assembling recommendations for the MOP
for “best practices intended to improve diversity in MSA functions.

Survey for MSA Diversity
We have a diverse membership that is approximately 50% male

and female, have diversity in gender identity, are mostly white but
with good representation of other racial and ethnic groups, and include
~ 25% members who are not USA citizens. While the largest profes-
sional groups are faculty at educational institutions, we also have gov-
ernment employees, graduate students, and postdocs strongly con-
tributing to our society. Incomes and age groups are evenly spread,
whereas most of our members are married or in domestic partnerships.

Best practices for Diversity
Recommendations for revisions to the MSA Manual of Operations
were reviewed by the Executive Council.

MSA annual meeting in Berkeley 2016
We have been communicating with the local organizers and pro-

gram committee and are hopeful that a Career Lunch can be included
in the program. Childcare options may be available via a link to local
resources. In future meetings, we recommend that opportunities be
available for students and postdocs to meet separately with awards
recipients or the Karling Lecture speaker.

Diversity and harassment policies
Remarkably, MSA lacks a diversity or harassment policy. I pro-

pose that Kerry O’Donnell (President) and I write such policy state-
ments and that we gain input on the content of those statements at the
mid-year council meeting. Revisions and additional considerations
could be made via email with a goal of submitting the policy state-
ments to the membership for amendments to the MSA Constitution or
Bylaws before the annual meeting in 2016.

—Georgiana May
President-Elect

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE ExECuTiVE ViCE PRESidENT

Summary of activities since the 2015 MSA Annual Council
Meeting held July in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada:
– Committee appointees membership status confirmed; contacted

officers with lapsed memberships; new officers contacted; com-
mittee chairs provided with a list a committee members and rele-
vant section of MOP

– Updated MOP based on Motions with Council
– Roster updated and submitted to Inoculum and MSA Webmaster
– Conducted 4 email polls as follows:

2015-02– Council approved survey questions generated by the
ad-hoc MSA Diversity Committee to gather information regard-
ing diversity in our membership to better inform policies and
practices of the MSA.
2015-03– Council approved the motion by the ad-hoc MSA
Diversity to adopt best practices in the MSA Manual of Opera-
tions to improve gender and diversity representation by specific
target of the improvement of gender and diversity representation
in MSA with respect to MSA membership, elected officers, rep-
resentation on committees, and the nomination of speakers and
awardees.
2015-04– Council approved the nomination of Toby Spribille as
an Associate Editor of Mycologia.
2015-05– Council approved to accept the co-publishing bid from
Taylor & Francis to include all the services required for publish-
ing Mycologia (effective January, 2017).

– Prepared 3 Executive VP columns for Inoculum (September/Octo-
ber 2015, November/December 2015, January/February 2016
issues)

– Prepared requests for proposals for membership services for the
MSA from the Federation of American Societies for Experimental
Biology, Rees Group, Inc. and Allen Press.

– Submitted blast email requests to Allen Press Association Manager
Chris Lapine for call for nominations of council and calls for
research awards.

– Worked with President O’Donnell to organize agenda for Midyear
Executive Council Meeting; made arrangements for conference
call; contacted officers and committee chairs to submit midyear
reports; compiled agenda and packet for meeting

– Responded to email and other inquiries addressed to MSA
– The death of the following members were reported:

Edward Butler (September 11, 2015)
Walter Sundberg (October 22, 2015)
Gastón Guzman (January 12, 2016)

—Sarah Bergemann
Executive Vice President

MidyEAR REPORT OF ThE TREASuRER

Meeting, Awards, and Symposia finances 
MSA 2015 Annual Meeting Awards were reported in the 2015

Treasurer Annual Report. The auction generated $6,175.52 for the
uncommitted endowment. 

Continued on following page
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Publication finances 
As of February 1, 2016, publication and management expenses

for FY2015 were $258,163.86 (Table 1). Contract with University of
New Mexico (UNM) was renewed through December 2016. The
income generated as of December 31, 2015 for Mycologia without
subscriptions is $63,348.80. The total income with subscriptions is
$252,940.30.

Table 1. Publication and management expenses incurred in FY2013, FY2014,
and FY2015 to today. Fiscal Year January-December.

Publication Expenses FY 2015 FY 2014 FY 2013
Total publication costs
(Inoculum, Allen Management

and Mycologia) $236,163.86 $226,838.72 $321,631
Inoculum $6,465.34 $6,288.97 $6,342.45
Management fees $38,893.28 $38,531.17 $34,888.30
Mycologia $191,267.05 $193,221.42 $247,224.64
Mycologia printing $76,417.70 $97,133.70 145,772
Allen Track $4,795.05 $4,756 5,713.76
Editorial office 83,337.66 $64,405.22 70,941.23
Online Publication $26,716.64 $26,926.50 24,797.65

# of issues per year 6 issues 6 issues 6 issues
Cost per issue $31,877.84 $32,203.57 $41,204.11

Membership
As of Feb 1, 2016, the number of members for FY2015 is 978,

which is lower when compared to FY2014 which was 1074. The num-
ber of subscriptions is 594 for FY2015 which is lower when compared
to FY2014 which was 644. For FY2016 a total of 719 members and
455 subscribers have renew. These numbers are higher than same time
last year. The number of memberships and subscriptions continue to
exhibit a continual and gradual decline.

Table 2. Number and income generated from memberships and subscriptions
from FY2006 to FY2015 and for FY2016 up today.

FY Number of Income $ from
Members Subscriptions Members Subscriptions

2006 1185 729 101992 142756
2007 1199 724 89971 170910
2008 1134 713 83339 197282
2009 1139 680 80834 211317
2010 1102 648 77670 212087
2011 1107 613 79058 203291
2012 1144 568 80682 196694
2013 1096 691 70330 180851
2014 1074 644 42927 168122
2015 953 587 58702 189591
2016* 719 455 42005 145191

*this fiscal year to today

Figure 1. Trend in membership and subscription numbers since 2006.

Statistics Reports (as of February 1, 2016)

Members

Table 3. Number of members by category from FY2012 up today.

Description Rate 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Affiliated Member
Worldwide
Online Only 1YR 1 1
Associate Member
Worldwide 1YR 26 17 18 17 18
Complimentary Member
Worldwide
Online Only 1YR 1 1
Discounted Membership
Online Only 1YR 1 1 2 1
Emeritus Member
Worldwide
Print & Online 1YR 48
Emeritus Member
Worldwide
No Journal 1YR 112 120 124 58 90
Emeritus Member
Worldwide
Online Only 1YR 2 51 34 41 11
Additional Family
Member (each) 1YR 2 2 6 3
Additional Family
Member (each)
Old Rate 1YR 3
Honorary Member
Worldwide
Print&Online LIFETIME 22 26 4 5 5
Honorary Member
Worldwide
No Journal LIFETIME
Honorary Member
Worldwide
Online Only 1YR 4 25 26 26
Lifetime Member
Worldwide
Print & Online 1YR
Lifetime Member
Worldwide
Print & Online LIFETIME 76 70 6 4 4
Life Member
Worldwide
Online Only 1YR 3 5
Life Member
Worldwide
Online Only LIFETIME 1 63 70 70
Post-Doctoral Member
Worldwide
Online Only 1YR 16 54 50 30
Regular Member 
Worldwide 
Print & Online 1YR 538 1
Regular Member
Worldwide
Online Only 1YR 101 594 546 529 375
Student Member
Worldwide
Print & Online 1YR 166 1
Student Member
Worldwide Online Only 1YR 46 180 187 164 85
Sustaining Member
Worldwide
Print&Online 1YR 8
Sustaining Member
Worldwide
Online Only 1YR 8 4 4

Sum: 1148 1095 1074 978 719

Continued on following page
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Subscriptions

Table 4. Mycologia subscriptions by category from FY2012 up today.

Rate Description 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Institution Complimentary Worldwide 1 1
Sub Online

Institution Complimentary Worldwide 1 3 2 1 1
Sub Print

MEMBER Member Complimentary 1
Sub Print

MEMBER Non-North America 2 1
Sub Print

Agency Non-United States/Canada 65 1 1
Print & Online

Institution Non-United States/Canada 11 7 8
Print & Online

LIST Non-United States/Canada 39 22 18
Sub Print

MEMBER Non-United States/Canada 2 10 13 7
Sub Print

Agency Non-United States Sub 79 76 2 57 29
Print & Online

Institution Non-United States Sub 16 12 1 1
Print & Online

LIST North America Sub Print 2
MEMBER North America Sub Print 6 1 2
Agency United States/Canada 205 176 135

Print & Online
Institution United States/Canada 7 6 3

Print & Online
LIST United States/Canada 40 33 21

Sub Print
MEMBER United States/Canada 25 23 8

Sub Print
Agency United States Sub 262 233

Print & Online
Institution United States Sub 8 8

Print & Online
Agency Worldwide Sub Online 192 211 225 236 215
Institution Worldwide Sub Online 11 12 11 12 8
LIST Worldwide Sub Print 117
MEMBER Worldwide Sub Print 9

Sum: 569 692 644 594 455

General issues
Other expenses incurred in 2016 are: $1,200 to American Insti-

tute of Biological Sciences for AIBS Public Policy Office Services
and membership, and $100 for the Natural Science Collection. Gross
revenues for 2015 between Mycologia, Subscriptions, and Member-
ships were $311,642.30. MSA expended $5,422 for MSA officers and
representatives travel. The net income generated in 2015 was
$48,056.44. Revenues from the 2015 Annual Meeting have not been
received from BSA.

—Sharon Cantrell
Treasurer

MidyEAR REPORT OF ThE MEMORiALS

PuBLiCATiON COMMiTTEE

This report covers 2014-2015 because of overlap of notices and
memorials in two years.

Memorials pending
Edward Butler (September 11, 2015) (Memorial to be published
in Inoculum by Dave Rizzo)
Walter Sundberg (October 22, 2015) (Memorial to be published
in Inoculum by Greg Mueller and others he invited)

Notices and memorials published
1) Martin F. Stoner (1942-2014), a notice was published in Inoculum
66 (6), p.14.

2) The deaths of the following members were reported in Inoculum 66
(5) p. 10:

Dr. Eugene Varney (June 26, 2014). Also, “Dr. Eugene H. Var-
ney (1923-2004).” Inoculum 66 (5), p. 7.
Dr. Ruben Duran (August 10, 2014)
Dr. Arthur Welden (September 10, 2014). Also, “Arthur Luna
Welden (1927-2014).” David Lewis, Clark Ovrebo, Joan W.
Bennett, Meredith Blackwell. Inoculum 65 (6), p. 24-25.

3) Rubén Durán (1924-2014), a notice was published in Inoculum 66
(1), p. 6. A memorial, loc cit., p. 10-12: “Professor Rubén Durán
(1924-2014).” Berlin D. Nelson Jr., Jack D. Rogers, Dean A.
Glawe

4) The deaths of three members were reported in Inoculum 65 (6), p.
23:

Yasu Hiratsuka (October 12, 2013)
Donald C. Erwin (February 22, 2014)
Kenneth Cochran (May 17, 2014), also, a memorial, “Dr. Ken-
neth Cochran (1924-1914).” Inoculum 65 (5), p. 7.

—Meredith Blackwell
Memorials Editor

MidyEAR REPORT OF ThE MSA ASSOCiATiON
MANAGER AT ALLEN PRESS

Society Memberships:
– For the 2015 calendar year the Mycological Society of America

had a total of 978 members. This is down 8.9% from the prior year.
– To date, 688 members have renewed for 2016 (70% of 2015’s

membership base).
– This leaves 290 calendar year 2015 members that have not

renewed for 2016. I would encourage the Council to look through
the lapsed member list and reach out to members they know per-
sonally and ask them to renew for 2016, or solicit feedback on why
they have chosen not to renew their membership. I believe this type
of one-on-one outreach is imperative for growing the society’s
membership base as year-over-year there has been a historical
decrease in the total number of society members.

MYCOLOGIA Institutional Subscriptions:
– For the 2015 calendar year the Mycological Society of America

had a total of 594 institutional and agency subscriptions to
MYCOLOGIA. This is a 7.7% decrease over the prior year. 

– To date, 425 institutional and agency subscribers have renewed for
2016 (71.5% of 2015’s subscriber base).

2016 Renewal Campaign Summary
– The 2016 membership and institutional subscription campaigns

were begun in October of 2015 and renewal efforts will continue
as per the approved schedule. 

– The most recent membership renewal effort was sent out on Janu-
ary 14, 2016 with 2 more membership efforts taking place at 6
week intervals through April 2016.

– The most recent institutional subscriber effort was sent out on Jan-
uary 14, 2016 with 1 more subscriber effort scheduled to take place
in early March of 2016.

—Chris Lapine
MSA Association Manager

Allen Press

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE EduCATiON COMMiTTEE

The Education Committee has been in conversation with Marc
Cubeta about assisting in an NSF-supported workshop for high school
teachers at the MSA meetings in 2016 at UC Berkeley. In addition, the
Education Committee plans to submit a proposal for an Education
workshop at the MSA meetings in 2017 in Athens, GA. Preliminary
ideas include: computer assisted instruction, flipped classrooms, syl-
labus development for post-docs, interactive laboratory exercises for

Continued on following page
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the classroom or the field. The Education Committee has contacted the
MSA Student Section for their ideas and potential engagement. Finally,
the Education Committee has begun discussions about the redesign of
brochures and posters as an information outlet for future mycologists.
For example, while Careers in Mycology was previously enclosed in
new member packets and sent to individuals who expressed an interest
in mycology, the brochure is out-of-date with no copies remaining. The
poster What can you do in Mycology? is currently the only enclosure in
new member packets and also needs to be updated. 

—Education Committee
Andrew Methven (Chair), P. Brandon Matheny, José Pérez-

Jimenez, Karen Hughes, Thomas Jenkinson

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE FiNANCE COMMiTTEE

The total market value of the MSA Investment Portfolio with
Wells Fargo Advisors as of Jan. 26, 2016, is $1,106,308.85. Assets
in the Endowment Account are now $891,796.81 and assets in the
Operating Account are currently at $214,512.04. As of June 30, 2015,
the values of the two accounts were $916,239.62 and $228,719.08,
respectively. The MSA portfolio is set up as two separate accounts, the
Operating Account and the Endowment Account. Monies are invested
in the following percentages for each account as of Jan. 26, 2016. In
the Operating Account the funds are apportioned currently as 36.91%
in Cash and 63.09% in Mutual Funds. For the Endowment Account
the funds are distributed as 71.46% in Cash and 28.54% in Mutual
Funds. Estimated annual income for the Endowment Account mutual
fund investments was $9,025 or approximately 3.4% annual yield for
calendar year 2015. 

The proportion of cash in the Endowment Account remains high;
however the current MSA Manual of Operations restricts funds in the
Endowment Account held in mutual funds or similar investments to
30%. The lack of bonds or other counter cyclical investment vehicle
to balance the equity market is problematic. Interest rates on CDs con-
tinue to remain very low for 6-month, 1-year, or even 2-year certifi-
cates. Interest rates available are little better for US Treasury Notes.
The Finance Committee is currently investigating investment options
and soliciting proposals from two investment advisory groups, in addi-
tion to Well Fargo Advisors, following the decision to move to a man-
aged account model in 2015. 

—MSA Finance Committee
Lisa Castlebury (Chair), Georgiana May, Brian Shaw, Fred

Spiegel, Jean Lodge, Sharon Cantrell (Treasurer), Kerry
O’Donnell (ex officio, President)

MIDYEAR REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
The International Committee has selected a number of con-

gresses and meetings that could be of great interest to international
members. Non-American members could apply for the international
travel awards for assisting with attendance to these congresses and
meetings, with preference of those that will be held in 2016. 

2016
– Inter/Micro: 68th Annual Applied Microscopy Conference,

Chicago, IL, 6-10 June 2016, http://www.ima-
mycology.org/news/events/intermicro-2016

– Lichens in Deep Time. 8th Internacional Association for Lichenol-
ogy Symposium (IAL8), 1-5 August 2016, Finish Museum of Nat-
ural Historu, Helsinki, Finland, Contact: e-mail: ial8@helsinki.fi,
www/ial8.luomus.fi

– VIII Congresso Brasileiro de Micologia, Florianópolis, Southern
Brazil, 3-6 Oct. 2016, Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina,
https://www.facebook.com/VIII-Congresso-Brasileiro-de-Micolo-
gia-Floripa-3-6Out2016-1505386003026885/timeline/

– 11th Euro Biotechnology Congress, 7-9 Nov. 2016, Alicante,
Spain, http://www.biotechnologycongress.com/europe/

– CBS meetings. There are a number of small meetings that could be
interesting to different mycologists, such as: “Taxonomy, species
and hybrids in yeasts (April 13); “Fungi and global challenges

(April 14-15)”; “Workshop developments in fundamental and clin-
ical aspects of dermatophytes (October 29-
30)”http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/index.php/meetings

2017
– The 29th Fungal Genetics Conference, March 2017 (Data and

place to be determined) http://www.genetics-gsa.org/confer-
ences/fungal_genetics.shtml

– IUMS, Internacional Union of Microbiologial Societies, Singa-
pore, 17-21 June 2016
http://www.iums2017singapore.com/index1.html

– 19th International Botanical Congress, 23-29 July 2017 (Nomen-
clatura Section 18-22 July 2017), Shenzhen, China.

– IXth CLAM (Data to be determined), Perú (not city selected yet)
http://almic.org/

2018
– International Mycological Congress ICM 11 July 15th, 2018 to

July 20th, 2018, San Juan Puerto Rico
—MSA International Committee

Maria P. Martin (Chair), Gábor M. Kovács, Else Vellinga,
Marc Stadler, Andi Bruce

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE MEMBERShiP COMMiTTEE

At the end of January 2016, the total number of MSA members
is 685 as per the MSA Member Statistics Report (MSR). The total
number of MSA members at the end of 2015 was 978. Much of this
difference will be made up over the course of the next few months as
members renewing by mail are processed and lapsed members get
around to renewing. The membership renewal drive at the end of 2015
was moderately successful as we have about the same number of MSA
members at the beginning of 2016, as we did at the beginning of 2015.
Last year’s attempt to contact lapsed members was not as successful
as hoped. This is perhaps due to a limited effort in contacting lapsed
members. (Based on the 13 January 2015 MSR there were 672 mem-
bers, while on the 13 February 2015 there were 796 members).

It is important to note that last year’s total membership was 96
members less than the previous year, and is 117 less than 2013. Simi-
lar to last year, drop-offs have occurred in all major groups. Directly
comparing to numbers from last year at this time (13 January 2015
MSR), both regular members online only (352 in 2016/366 in 2015)
and student members online only (77/89) are down, while post-docs
are down only slightly (29/31). On a positive note, emeritus members
for 2016 are almost double that of last years total (90 in January
2016/58 total for 2015).

The decline in MSA memberships has been an issue that needs
to be addressed for some time. The last significant increase in mem-
bership was in 2012 (Figure 1) but since then, the numbers have been
in decline. The largest decline in this span was experienced last year.
Efforts to retain members are probably only going to slow the decline,
but are not going to be enough to return the numbers to those previ-
ously seen. Additional efforts towards bringing in new members need
to be pursued. It is possible that the imminent switch to our new pub-
lisher, Taylor & Francis, will help in attracting new members to the
MSA.

The membership committee has yet to organize the drive to con-
tact lapsed members. Since it is still early in 2016, we will soon begin
coordinating this effort in order to contact lapsed 2015 members,
reminding them to renew, and to further encourage lapsed members
since 2014 to return. I will be updating the lapsed members list that
was created in Google Docs to reflect the lapsed members for 2016. In
addition, I will identify the 2015 lapsed members that could be pur-
sued further. I will then request that the membership committee sign
up to contact the lapsed members they recognize and encourage those
individuals to renew.

Continued on following page
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Figure 1. MSA membership totals from 2010-2015

It is not clear whether the meetings in Edmonton, and the booth
that we had there, was successful in enticing BSA and other confer-
ence attendees to join the MSA. These numbers may be available to
analyze but this has yet to be done. 

Next year’s meeting in Berkeley, California, will not be a joint
meeting with another society limiting opportunities to entice non-
MSA members to join. However the San Francisco Bay Area is per-
haps the most richly populated region for amateur societies and ama-
teur mycologists in the United States. These amateurs are active in
academia and science in a myriad ways. Perhaps encouraging these
amateur groups to attend the meetings in an effort to further entice
them to become MSA members is something worth considering. MSA
members such as Tom Bruns, John Taylor, Dennis Desjardin, Else
Vellinga, and Brian Perry are familiar with these clubs/societies and
their key members. Enlisting their involvement to include these organ-
izations should be strait-forward.

Last year I suggested lobbying to APS members to become MSA
members. I still believe that this option should be considered. My sug-
gestion included having a table to promote the MSA at all APS meet-
ings in order to increase our visibility to pathologists who study fungi.
Our presence at meetings can be used to remind APS members that up
to 80% of plant diseases are fungal and that being a member of North
America’s largest mycological community makes practical and pro-
fessional sense. The APS is a rather large and successful organization,
of which many of their members study fungal pathogens, but unfortu-
nately many of these scientists are not MSA members.

As MSA membership chair, I am always interested in discussing
ways in which we can increase membership now, and into the future.
Please feel free to reach out to me with any comments or suggestions.

—MSA Membership Committee
Andrew Wilson (Chair), Marin Talbot Brewer, Ignacio Car-

bone, Tami McDonald, Terri Tobias

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE NOMENCLATuRE COMMiTTEE

We remind members of MSA that the International Code of
Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (ICN), is available online
(http://www.iapt-taxon.org/nomen/main.php?page=title).

Electronic publication via Index Fungorum (http://www.index-
fungorum.org/names/IndexFungorumRegister.htm) continues, and we
would remind membership to be aware of names published through
that venue.

The Nomenclatural FAQ used by Mycologia is to advise poten-
tial authors and to encourage good nomenclatural practices. The cur-
rent version is available online at Mycologia’s HighWire site
(http://www.mycologia.org/site/misc/FAQvers2.xhtml), and it should
be current until the next International Botanical Congress, Shenzhen,
China, July 2017.

Registration of fungal names and the presentation of identifiers in
publications is now required for valid publication of new names; Fun-
gal Names, Index Fungorum, and MycoBank are recognized as offi-
cial repositories.

The committee communicated with Dr. Tom May, Secretary of
IMA’s Nomenclature Committee for Fungi, and he mentioned that
most of NCF’s business at the moment is dealing with a large set of
specific proposals to conserve or reject, and lists of names from work-
ing groups on one name: one fungus issues. He also mentions that they
have on the agenda a review of the operation of repositories of fungal

names (Index Fungorum, Fungal Names, and Mycobank) especially in
relation to synchronization. There will be a brief note about Article
57.2 that will appear in the next issue of IMA Fungus.

On January 28th, the International Commission on the Taxon-
omy of Fungi (ICTF) will have a meeting and will discuss NCF related
matters; status of lists of names to be protected and rejected, etc.; sci-
entific names of economically important fungi to be protected and ver-
ifying important type specimens; choosing and correcting important
genus names in GenBank, e.g. Aspergillus; Index Fungorum publica-
tion of names; and other matters and future meetings.

This report is the first one offered by this committee under the
current Chair.

—MSA Nomenclature Committee
Priscilla Chaverri (Chair), Andrew Minnis, James Lendemer,

Juan Mata, Terry Torres-Cruz)

MidyEAR REPORT OF ThE STudENT

AwARdS COMMiTTEE

The call for applications for all student awards (MSA Graduate
Fellowships, NAMA Memorial Fellowship, Backus Award, Under-
graduate Research Award) was submitted for posting on the MSA
website and the November issue of the Inoculum. We await the receipt
of applications until Feb. 15.

—MSA Student Awards Committee
Tim James (Chair), Tom Horton, Heather Hallen-Adams,

Allison Walker

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE RESEARCh AwARdS COMMiTTEE

1. 2015 Awards
Applications for the 2015 MSA research awards (Martin-Baker

Award, Forest Fungal Ecology Awards (student and postdoctoral),
Emory Simmons Research Award, Rippon Research Award, C.T.
Rogerson Research Award, Salomon Bartnicki-Garcia Award and
A.H. and H.V. Smith Awards) were considered by the committee,
after their receipt at the February 15th deadline. Each committee mem-
ber ranked each application for each reward, from 1 (best) down, and
the application(s) with the lowest (best) ranking(s) was/were given the
award. In cases where a committee member was supervising an appli-
cant, that committee member abstained from participating in the vote.
Recipients of the awards were listed in the Annual Report of this com-
mittee in Inoculum 66(5).

2. 2016 Awards
The deadline for the 2016 Research Awards was February 15th.

For 2016, three new awards were added to the roster. The anonymous
donor of the Forest Fungal Ecology Awards has graciously donated
funds for new Awards in Translational Mycology, for students and
postdocs. Also, students mentored by Distinguished Mycologist Bob
Lichtwardt initiated a new award in his honor, the Robert W. Licht-
wardt Student Research Award.

—MSA Research Awards Committee
David Geiser (Chair), Peter Kennedy, Jolanta Miadlikowska,

Tim James, Greg Mueller

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE hONORARy AwARdS COMMiTTEE

On behalf of the MSA Honorary Awards Committee (Berbee,
Hibbett, Lodge, and Blackwell (ex officio)), I am pleased to report that
the invitation to submit nominations for MSA Fellow and for Honorary
Mycologist was circulated in the last issue of the Inoculum. With the
Feb 15 deadline for new nominations two weeks away, we have one
new nomination for MSA Fellow and from previous years, two nomi-
nations for MSA Fellow and three for Honorary Mycologist, all of
which we will consider.

—MSA Honorary Awards Committee
Mary Berbee (Chair), David Hibbett, Jean Lodge

Continued on following page
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MidyEAR REPORT OF ThE ANNuAL

KARLiNG LECTuRE COMMiTTEE

The Karling committee considered several excellent candidates
and invited Dr. Arturo Casadevall, who has accepted. 

Dr. Arturo Casadevall is a Bloomberg Distinguished Professor
and an Alfred and Jill Sommer Professor and Chair of Molecular
Microbiology and Immunology at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health. Dr. Arturo Casadevall is a microbiologist and
immunologist. His laboratory studies two fundamental questions:
First, how do microbes cause disease? Second, how do hosts, such as
humans, protect themselves against microbes? To address these large
questions, the laboratory has a multidisciplinary research program
spanning several areas of basic immunology and microbiology. A
major focus of the laboratory is the fungus Cryptococcus neoformans,
a ubiquitous environmental microbe that is a frequent cause of disease
in individuals with impaired immunity. The fungus causes lung infec-
tion, including a particularly dangerous fungal meningitis observed
primarily in immune-compromised patients such as those with AIDS.
Many of the laboratory’s projects seek to understand how hosts defend
against C. neoformans and how the Cryptococcus organism’s viru-
lence contributes to disease. For example, melanin production in C.
neoformans, is associated with virulence. Melanin is a pigment with
an undefined chemical structure and tremendous physical stability.
This pigment accumulates in the cell wall of C. neoformans and
allows growth and budding to occur. But melanin research also has
wide reach: an antibody to fungal melanin made in the Casadevall lab-
oratory is currently in evaluation for the treatment of melanoma, a type
of skin cancer. Dr. Casadevall has received many honors, including
membership to the US National Academy of Medicine. In addition,
Dr. Casadevall has been leading the nation’s approach to science, sci-
entific misconduct, and promotion of women and underrepresented
minorities.

Dr Casadevall’s website is: http://www.jhsph.edu/faculty/direc-
tory/profile/5798/arturo-casadevall 

—MSA Karling Lecture Committee
Antonis Rokas (Chair), David Hibbett, Betsy Arnold, Jessie

Uehling

MidyEAR REPORT OF ThE LiAiSON

wiTh AMATEuR MyCOLOGiCAL CLuBS

ANd SOCiETiES COMMiTTEE

Dan Luoma nominated Alija Mujic to take Brad Kropp’s place
on the committee. The committee concurred and Alija graciously
agreed to do so. The MSA’s Student Section, including Noland
Deaver of this committee, has started an initiative to use some of the
space on the website (and also social media) to present short accounts
of amateur mycological clubs or organizations. New postings will
occur once every month or two. Postings may include such thing as
information about particularly interesting taxa found on club outings,
significant upcoming forays, and biographies of renowned members
of the amateur mycology community. So far, the University of Min-
nesota’s mycology club has been spotlighted.
http://msafungi.org/MSAstudent/mycology-club-spotlight/university-
of-minnesota-mycology-club/

In cooperation with the North American Truffling Society
(NATS), Dan Luoma proposed a truffle workshop/foray “Truffle
Fungi of the Sierra Nevada” to precede the MSA 2016 Annual Meet-
ing. The Program Committee approved of this idea. The workshop
will be a three-day foray for elusive below-ground sporocarps in the
beautiful southern Sierra Nevada Mountains. We will explore forests
in the upper montane vegetation zones; generally in the 2000-3000 m
elevation range. Magnificent stands of Abies magnifica, Abies con-
color, Pinus jeffreyi, Pinus lambertiana, Pinus monticola, Pinus con-
torta, Calocedrus decurrens and Sequoiadendron giganteum are
found in the area. Participants will go on daily collection trips with
specimen identification and curation of the collections occurring in the
evenings. The species list developed will contribute to ongoing stud-
ies in the region. Informal discussions will include: Collecting tech-

niques; determination of research goals and objectives; experimental
design and study layout; field techniques and study plot installation;
data management and quality control. 

NATS has agreed to be listed as a co-sponsor and NATS mem-
bers would be eligible to participate. The workshop will follow the
same format that we used for a foray held preceding the 1996 Interna-
tional Conference on Mycorrhizae. The costs will be paid by the par-
ticipants. We would revisit the same areas –located between Yosemite
and Kings Canyon National Parks. Last time many unusual truffles
were found and I think Jim Trappe ended up describing at least one
new species from the collections. The 3-day workshop will be Aug. 3-
5 with arrival the 2nd and departure the 6th. 

—MSA Liaison with Amateur Mycological Clubs and
Societies Committee

Dan Luoma (Chair), David Lewis, Nathan Wilson, Alija
Mujic, Noland Deaver)

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE PROGRAM COMMiTTEE

This year’s annual meeting will be held in Berkeley, CA. Anne
Pringle has replaced Dan Durall as program chair and John Taylor and
Tom Bruns are the Local Organizers. The program committee, con-
sisting of Clark Ovrebo, Lisa Grubisha, Jessie Uehling, Don Pfister,
Anthony Glenn, and Thorsten Lumbsch, also in consultation with
Kerry O’Donnell and Georgiana May, approved support for the fol-
lowing symposia for this year’s meeting: 
1. Patterns and processes in global fungal biogeography: small

things at large scales (organized by Amend)
2. Dimensions of fungal biodiversity: mycology at the interface of

genetic, phylogenetic, and functional diversity (organized by
Arnold and Lutzoni)

3. COMBINED*: Global change: interactions between changing
plant and fungal communities (Morrison and Frey)

4. COMBINED*: Population genomics of disease emergence 
5. COMBINED*: Ecology of Plant-Fungal Invasions
6. COMBINED*: Fungal conservation in the USA: responding to

the wake-up call
7. Fungi and fungal products in the built environment – investigat-

ing our indoor companions (Adams)
8. Fungi, fuels, and biotechnology: developing theory and practice

from ecology to genomics (Firestone, Pett-Ridge, Hawkes)
*These four symposia have been slightly shortened and will be com-
bined into a single day’s worth of talks.

The gender balance among speakers at these symposia is good.
Rachel Adams, a P.I. at UC Berkeley, wrote and received a

$28,500 grant from the Sloan Foundation to support symposia #s 1, 2,
and 7. In addition, a planned UNITE database workshop will be sup-
ported by the Sloan Foundation. 

This year’s Karling lecture will be given by Arturo Casadevall.
—MSA Program Committee

Anne Pringle (Chair), Thorsten Lumbsch, Clark Ovrebo,
Don Pfister, Lisa Grubisha, Tony Glenn, Jessie Uehling

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE BiOdiVERSiTy COMMiTTEE

Organizing symposia and activities:
Hans ter Steege, Jennifer Leonard, and József Geml are organiz-

ing a “The future of tropical montane forests: biodiversity, climate
change, land use, and conservation” symposium at the 2016 confer-
ence of the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation (June
19-23 in Montpellier, France).

Betsy Arnold and François Lutzoni are organizing a ‘Dimensions
of Fungal Biodiversity’ symposium for MSA 2016 (August 7-11, UC
Berkeley, California). Representatives of all of the fungal-centric NSF
Dimensions of Biodiversity awards will participate. We have received
extramural funding through the efforts of Anne Pringle and Rachel
Adams.

Continued on following page
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Betsy Arnold is currently hosting high school workshops (during
spring 2016) to promote awareness of fungal biodiversity. Her efforts
are reaching 125 students from an urban, minority-serving high school.
Students are sampling phyllosphere fungi, interacting with the herbar-
ium collection, and engaging in activities in the Arnold Lab at Univer-
sity of Arizona.

Matthew Smith, Brandon Matheny, and collaborators organized a
Mini-symposium on ectomycorrhizal fungi in southern South America
at the Universidad Nacional del Comahue in Bariloche, Argentina dur-
ing May 2015 including participants from the Chile, Argentina, and the
USA. 

—MSA Biodiversity Committee
Matt Smith (Chair), Bryn Dentinger, Jozsef Geml, Betsy

Arnold, Marisol Sanchez-Garcia

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE ECOLOGy COMMiTTEE

– The Ecology committee has received funding from the Alfred P
Sloan Foundation to host a symposium entitled: Patterns and
processes in global fungal biogeography: small things at large
scales at MSA 2016 in Berkeley, CA

– Committee member Tanya Cheeke was awarded a MSA Forest Fun-
gal Ecology Postdoctoral Research Award at the BSA/MSA confer-
ence in Edmonton

—MSA Ecology Committee
Anthony Amend (Chair), Erik Hobbie, Matias Cafaro, Tanya

Cheeke, Klara Scharnagl

MidyEAR REPORT OF ThE ENViRONMENTAL
hEALTh & MEdiCAL MyCOLOGy COMMiTTEE

The activity of this committee is an attempt to provide medical
concerns and/or health risks from fungi. For 2017 we will lead a sym-
posium detailing the interaction and health risk of two or three minor
mycotoxins. Minor because the major ones have been covered ade-
quately. These should cover the Fusarium and black aspergilli toxins
and the organisms. As a part of this symposium, I envision talks from
other disciplines especially the health/toxicology professions. We how-
ever must have to have some funding for this type of symposium and
this will take some time to seek such from MSA and industry funding.

I have received no specific input on format of the symposium from
the other committee members. I will move on this relative to their con-
cerns. 

The only questions from the news media was one concerned with
the California University systems concerning biodiversity relative to
endophytes, especially as it related to Hawaii. The questions concerned
the impact of such organisms and any governmental concerns for endo-
phytic biodiversity. 

—MSA Environmental Health and Medical Mycology
Charles Bacon (Chair), Marc Orbach, Payam Fallay, Geromy

Moore, Chris Smyth

MidyEAR REPORT

OF Ad-hOC SuNSET COMMiTTEE

Kerry O’Donnell asked me to chair a “Sunset Committee” that
would retire committees no longer serving useful purposes within MSA.
Our first activity was to consider the Special Expertise Committees,
originally established to provide expertise on topics, to generate ideas
for MSA symposia, and at one point, to allocate resources for those
MSA symposia.

The goal of this document is to revisit the Special Expertise Com-
mittees (SECs) – do we want to retain them, and if so, what functions
might they serve? Previous discussions have established that the SE
committees vary in how much they contribute, with some contributing
importantly and others not. Also, the SE’s are no longer allotted funds
with which they “vote” for symposia at the Annual meeting.

Concerns:
– Special Expertise Committees do not cover all important areas of

MSA scholarship.
– SECs are not active and it takes effort on the part of the Pres-elect to

fill them.

Benefits of the Committees:
– SECs can provide expertise on important areas of MSA scholarship.
– SEC’s could provide a mechanism by which new members partici-

pate in MSA functions.

Recommendations:
– Council re-envision what we want the SECs to do, and how they

might best serve MSA.
– Council establish proposed SECs that cover topic areas important to

MSA functions and scholarship.
– We poll the SECs and ask them first to decide if they want to con-

tinue function, and if so that they develop a mission statement con-
sistent with the overall goals for SECs set out by Council.

Recommendations for the Re-envision and realignment of the SECs to
ensure a clear mission and work directly with councilors or officers
was reviewed by the Executive Council. 

—Georgiana May
President-Elect

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE MyCOLOGiA EdiTORS

At the Council meeting at the Edmonton conference, Mycologia
Executive Editors Keith Seifert and Chris Schardl, and Managing Edi-
tor Catherine Aime reviewed the current state of Mycologia. It was
noted that the contracts with Allen Press and HighWire Press were
expiring in Dec and March 2016. Dr. Seifert reviewed common com-
plaints about the journal, which included page and color plate charges,
the Allen Track manuscript submission system, and to a lesser extent
time to publication and low impact factor. After the discussion, the
council elected to solicit three proposals for co-publication of Mycolo-
gia beyond 2017. Co-publication is a cooperative publication option
whereby the journal owner and publisher share the revenue but the pub-
lisher assumes the financial risk, and differs from the current system
where Mycologia is published under contract with the MSA assuming
all financial risk but keeping all revenues. At the council meeting, a team
consisting of Keith Seifert, Kerry O’Donnell, and Catherine Aime and
the Mycologia Advisory Board solicited bids from Taylor & Francis, the
American Phytopathological Society, and a co-publishing rather than
contract publishing arrangement with Allen Press. After the meeting,
Keith agreed to initiate the bids with all three publishers, because it
seemed logical that one person interact with the representatives of each
party to ensure a consistent process. Rather than having an open call for
proposals, the intent was to solicit three proposals that would differ sub-
stantially in approach. This would allow the MSA to choose among
solutions that had different strengths, e.g. an established relationship
with the moderate sized Allen Press, extend our existing friendly rela-
tionship with the APS into a more commercial realm, or a large pub-
lisher that could offer an economy of scale (Taylor & Francis). 

Dr. Seifert and Dr. Schardl met with the Taylor & Francis rep, who
was at the Edmonton conference, to initiate their bid. Dr. Seifert solicited
an APS bid through Dr. Nicklaus Grunwald, a Mycologia Associate Edi-
tor who is a member of the APS Publications committee, and an Allen
Press bid through Nick Dormer, the Manager of Business Development.
Telephone discussions were held with each party to explain the existing
situation of the journal and our vision for the future; statistics on sub-
scriptions, revenues, etc. provided by Dr. Aime to the MSA council in
July were shared with the bidders. Follow-up discussions were held to
provide answers to questions asked by the proposers. Each was aware
that we were soliciting multiple proposals. Proposals were requested by
Oct. 19, 2015, with a view to the MSA making a decision by the end of
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the calendar year 2015, to enable clarification of our online publication
agreement with HighWire Press, which expires in March 2016. The Tay-
lor and Francis bid was received on 20 Oct. 2015; the APS bid on 29 Oct.
2015; and the Allen Press bid on 3 Nov. 2015. The first two bids were
circulated together, and the Allen Press bid afterwards, to the Executive
Council, the Executive Editors of Mycologia, the Advisory Board of
Mycologia, and to the past Editor-in-Chief and to Dr. Spatafora who had
a special assignment from Past President Lodge to consider MSA publi-
cations. As agreed by the Mycologia board meeting at the Edmonton
meeting, Dr. Seifert also offered Associate Editors of Mycologia the
opportunity to comment on the proposals and three of them took advan-
tage of this opportunity. After a period of time to assemble questions for
each bidder from these MSA representatives, Dr. Seifert again spoke
with each bidder asking for clarifications. Each bidder had also provided
references, i.e. representatives from other societies that they work with;
Dr. Seifert conferred with selected referees and compiled their observa-
tions. The clarifications of the proposals and the notes from the referees
were sent around to the same list of MSA representatives. MSA Execu-
tive Vice President Sarah Bergmann, President Kerry O’Donnell, and
Keith Seifert made a point by point comparison of the three bids in a
spreadsheet and circulated this information. After some email discussion,
President O’Donnell requested that the Executive Editors of Mycologia
submit a recommendation to the Executive Council. The ranking of the
proposals in the order of preference was unanimous, with Taylor and
Francis being the clear first choice. Overall, it seemed clear that this pro-
posal offered the best value for Mycologia authors, while giving a satis-
factory and predictable income to the Society. 

It should be noted that Allen Press presently provides significant
membership services to the MSA and that this was a major concern dur-
ing discussions of the Executive Council that needed to be resolved in
order to change publishers. Although the Editorial Board focussed on
publication issues, we were very grateful for the attention paid to the
membership issues by Secretary Cantrell, Executive Vice President
Bergmann, and Past President Lodge to ensure that this critical aspect of
managing the Society was not overlooked. 

—MSA Editors
Keith Seifert (Executive Editor), Chris Schardl (Executive Edi-

tor), Cathie Aime (Managing Editor)

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE MSA STudENT SECTiON 

Part 1: MSA Student Section Executive Board 2015-2016 
Chair: Jessie Uehling 
Vice-Chair: Chris Smyth
Secretary: Ryan Deaver
Treasurer: Adriana Romero
Communication Chair: Donald Nelsen
Webmaster: Terry Torrez Cruz
Postdoctoral Representative: Tanya Cheeke
Past-Chair: Danny Haelewaters (automatic transition from Chair,
non-voting)

Part 2: June 2015 – December 2015 Year in Review
2.1 Bylaws

We have not amended our Bylaws in the last six months. Our most
recent set of amendments were approved by the Executive Board in
February 2015 and sent out to the members for ratification in May 2015.
The current bylaws are available on the Section’s webpage: http://msa-
fungi.org/MSAstudent/ (under MSA Student Section > Student Section
Bylaws).

2.2 MSA 2014 at MSA 2014 in Alberta – Events and Merchandise
Previous and current Executive Board Members Cat Adams,

Tanya Cheeke, Ryan Deaver, Danny Haelewaters, Mia Maltz, Chris
Smyth, and Terry Torres-Cruz represented the Student Section during
the BSA/MSA Botany 2015 meeting in Edmonton. They presented the
Section’s standard poster, “The Mycological Society of America Stu-
dent Section,” with general information about the Section. Additionally,
they sold tee shirts and mugs (see Fundraising, below). 

2.3 The International Conference on Mycorrhiza in Flagstaff, AZ
Board Members Cat Adams and Tanya Cheeke and past president

Mia Maltz represented the Student Section during The International
Conference on Mycorrhiza (ICOM) 2015 in Flagstaff, AZ. They also
presented the Section’s standard poster and sold tee shirts and mugs (see
Fundraising section below). 

2.4 Fundraising 
Our net earning so far is $559.27 consisting of $392.00 and

$531.00 from fundraising at MSA and ICOM respectively. The grand
total for fundraising includes expenses and costs of new materials pur-
chase and transport, summarized in Table 1 at the end of this document. 

Part 3: July 2015 – December 2015
3.1 Outreach
a) Social media outlets

As of January 19th, the Student Section MSA Facebook page has
2,333 likes [+456 since July 2015], the Twitter account (@MSAStu-
dents) has 503 followers [+124], and the LinkedIn group has 122 mem-
bers [+7]. The Student Section will be using the #MSA2016 hashtag for
this year’s MSA Meeting in Berkeley, CA. 
b) Inoculum

The Student Section has maintained a steady presence in many
Inoculum issues. Don Nelsen, Communication Chair 2015-2016, is
writing Student Spotlights for previous MSA student award winner,
Anna Bazzicalupo, from Mary Berbee’s lab at University of British
Columbia. The Student Section introduced the Student & Postdoc Spot-
light concept in 2014, in which students or postdoctoral researchers and
their research are presented to the broader mycological community.
Spotlights are published on the Student Section’s webpage and after-
wards presented to the editor for publication in Inoculum. 
c) Newsletters

Newsletters were sent to MSA students to inform or remind them
about relevant information, e.g., to vote on potential topics for symposia
at the 2016 MSA meeting in Berkeley.
d) MSA_SS website

With the reconstruction of the MSA Website (http://msafungi.org)
(see the Annual Report of the ECWPM Committee), the Student Sec-
tion has received a more prominent position on the homepage. MSA
Webmaster Antonio Izzo has graciously helped maintain the website.

3.2 Review of one year Student Representatives on MSA Commit-
tees

During our efforts to gather suggestions and improvements for
future students serving on MSA committees we learned several things.
The majority of responses were positive and included recommendations
for increased communication between the Committee Chairs and Stu-
dent Representatives. Some MSA Committees have more to do com-
pared to others. Some students raised the question of how critical it is to
keep their MSA Committee alive if no more action can be expected in
the future. Perhaps there is an opportunity for students to play a more
leading role in some of the “smaller” MSA Committees by enhancing
communication, providing ideas (e.g. after brainstorming with the MSA
Student Section Executive Board), and/or writing clear mission state-
ments with function descriptions. 

We encountered some confusion on the process of applications and
appointments to MSA Committees at the start of this academic year. We
suggest in the future that the current Student Section Chair solicits inter-
est in current and new potential Student Representatives and evaluates
candidates. This process will end with the Student Section Chair sub-
mitting a list of candidates with contact information to the President
Elect of MSA. The selection of the Student Representatives at MSA
Committees should happen well before the Annual Meeting to facilitate
efficiency via meeting in person and action at the conference. We plan
to add this information and dates to our manual of operations to aid
logistics of the process in the future. 

Continued on following page
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3.3 Action items Executive Board 2015-2016
The Executive Board will continue with its fundraising efforts at

conferences (tumblers, tee shirts, stickers, and potentially other future
items) and to maintain and strengthen its social media presence. The
Section is organizing a Professional Development Workshop at MSA
2016 in Berkeley, CA (see below). 

3.4 MSA Student Section Presence at the MSA Annual meeting,
Berkeley CA, August 2016
a) Student Social

The Student Section will organize a Student Mixer during this
meeting, which will be open to all student and postdoctoral attendees.
Information will be provided to MSA students in an MSA Student Sec-
tion Newsletter closer to the event. 
b) Board Meeting

The MSA Student Section will be holding its fourth annual Board
Meeting during the MSA 2016 meeting in Berkeley. We plan to update
current and potential future students interested in Student Section lead-
ership about our accomplishments in the past year and our plans for the
future. 
c) Student Section Poster

The MSA Student Section will be presenting a poster at the annual
meeting with the same name as the Section. We have opted for making
and reusing a poster that addresses who we are, our goals, and ways for
students to get connected and involved.
d) Merchandise

We have leftover mugs from last year’s conference fundraising
efforts, which are currently being stored with previous Executive Board
member Cat Adams in Berkeley, CA. We plan to sell these and our tee
shirts at the meeting in Berkeley at MSA 2016.
e) MSA Council

2015-2016 Chair Jessie Uehling and Vice Chair Chris Smyth will
represent the Student Section at the Annual MSA Council Meeting. The
Student Section has previously requested that MSA Council (1) organ-
izes the MSA_SS Board Meeting on the day of registration and (2)
includes this event in the official MSA Meeting program including a
check off box in the online registration page to facilitate greater student
awareness of involvement in the meeting. Chair Jessie Uehling sits on
the Program Committee and will discuss this with her Committee Chair. 

3.5 MSA Professional Development Workshop at MSA 2016,
Berkeley

In 2015, the MSA student section began organizing a Professional
Workshop, How to prepare the academic job application for a tenure
track position in the sciences, to be held during the 2016 MSA Annual
Meeting in Berkeley. This workshop is geared towards graduate stu-
dents and postdocs who are actively seeking tenure-track positions in the
sciences and will provide guidance on preparing an academic job appli-
cation, preparing for and anticipating an academic job interview, nego-
tiating once a position is offered, and tips/advice for starting up a new
lab. The workshop will be led by a diverse panel of experts at various
career stages ranging from new assistant professors to tenured profes-
sors, from both small liberal arts colleges and research institutions. This
workshop will provide a forum for early career scientists to learn about
the tenure-track job application process from start to finish. A discussion
where participants can network, socialize, and interact with panelists
and other participants will be offered. The workshop proposal was sub-
mitted in the fall of 2015 by the Postdoctoral Representative Tanya
Cheeke and MSA Student Section and was approved in January 2016. 
Speakers for the workshop are: 
1. Jenny Talbot, Assistant Professor, Boston University (confirmed)
2. Allison Walker, Assistant Professor, Acadia University (con-

firmed)
3. Peter Kennedy, Associate Professor, University of Minnesota (for-

merly an Assistant Professor at Lewis and Clark) (confirmed)
4. Andrea Porras-Alfaro, Associate Professor, Western Illinois Uni-

versity (confirmed)
5. Rytas Vilgalys, Professor, Duke University (confirmed)
6. Nancy Johnson, Professor, Northern Arizona University (pending)

Table 1. Fundraising details.

Event Expense Earnings Total Net

Fundraising efforts MSA 2015 $392.00
Fundraising efforts ICOM 2015 $531.00
TOTAL fundraisings efforts $976.00
Cat pay for extra baggage $53.00
Check sent to Allen press $923.00
Tee shirts paid by Sharon
Cantrell MSA ($13 each) $468.76 $454.24
Five tee shirt sales + shipping $15.21 $100.00 $559.27

—MSA Student Section
Jessie Uehling (Chair), Chris Smyth (Vice Chair), Ryan Deaver

(Secretary), Treasurer (Adriana Romero), Donald Nelsen
(Communication Chair), Terry Torrez Cruz (Webmaster),

Tanya Cheeke (Postdoctoral Representative)

MidyEAR REPORT

OF ThE iMC11 PROGRAM COMMiTTEE

Roster of the IMC11 Program Committee:
Steering Committee:
Tom Volk, MSA Vice President and Chair
Sarah Bergemann, MSA Executive Vice President
Christopher L. Schardl, Program Committee Chair
Pedro Crous, IMA Secretary
Sharon A. Cantrell, IMA Vice-President and Chair Local Organizing
Committee
Matías Cafaro, Congress Secretary

Local Organizing Committee
Sharon A. Cantrell, Chair
D. Jean Lodge, Co-Chair
Matías Cafaro, Congress Secretary
Carmen Acevedo
Benjamín Bolaños
José R. Pérez-Jimenez
Juan Acevedo

Program Committee
Christopher L. Schardl, Program Committee Chair
(chris.schardl@uky.edu)
Applications 

Marc Stadler (marc.stadler@helmholtz-hzi.de)
Chengshu Wang (cswang@sibs.ac.cn)

Development 
Meritxell Riquelme (riquelmemeritxell@gmail.com) 
Michelle Momany (mmomany@uga.edu) 

Ecology 
John Klironomos (john.klironomos@ubc.ca) 
Marc-André Selosse (ma.selosse@wanadoo.fr) 

Evolution
John Taylor (jtaylor@berkeley.edu) 
Tatiana B. Gibertoni (tbgibertoni@hotmail.com) 

Environment
David Hibbett (DHibbett@clarku.edu) 
Andrea Porras Alfaro (A-Porras-alfaro@wiu.edu)

Genomics
Jason Stajich (jason.stajich@ucr.edu) 
Li-Jun Ma (lijun@biochem.umass.edu) 

Pathology
Jacque F. Meis (j.meis@cwz.nl)
Lydia I. Rivera Vargas (lydiai.rivera@upr.edu) 

—Sharon Cantrell
IMA Vice-President and Chair of Local Organizing Committee
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In the US and Canada mycotoxin contamination of crops
costs between $200 million and $1.2 billion depending on
weather conditions to keep these compounds out of our food
and feed systems. In Africa as well as parts of Latin America
and Asia on the order of 500 million people are exposed at
multiples of tolerable limits. This results in large population
health burden. In February, the International Agency for
Research on Cancer (WHO) released an important report
focussing on the impact of aflatoxin and/or fumonisin expo-
sures particularly on children. 

The report has a clear public health perspective on this
issue which is of national importance and global signifi-

cance.  Those interested in population genetics of the toxi-
genic fungi will also find encouragement for continued
effort.
The IARC report can be found here:
http://paepard.blogspot.ca/2016/02/action-against-wide-
spread-mycotoxin.html
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/02/fungal-toxins-
are-poisoning-africa-s-children-says-new-report

—David Miller
NSERC Industrial Research Chair in Fungal Toxins and

Allergens
Carleton University 

david.miller@carleton.ca

MYCOLOGICAL NEWS
Mycotoxins in developing Countries

The 36th annual Mid-Atlantic Mycology Conference
(MASMC) was held at Penn State April 22-24, hosted by
David Geiser and the Plant Pathology and Environmental
Microbiology Department. The 40 attendees enjoyed a day
of oral presentations and a poster session, as well as a tour of
Penn State’s Mushroom Research Center by PPEM student
Garrett Morrison. As is traditional with this meeting both
undergraduate and graduate students presented the majority
of the talks. After dinner, the group was treated to an inspi-
rational keynote talk by Cathie Aime entitled “Searching for
fungal dinosaurs in Guyana’s lost world.” The finale of the

meeting was the annual morel hunt on Sunday morning. This
year’s event yielded an enjoyable ramble through the fields
and woods of the Penn State research farm but sadly no
actual morels. The meeting concluded with a picnic lunch,
and the announcement that Marc Cubeta at North Carolina
State University will host the 2017 meeting on the weekend
of April 21st. Students in the region looking for a fun and
friendly venue to present research plans and results will find
MASMC to be a great place to meet mycologists in an infor-
mal atmosphere.

—Gretchen Kuldau
gak10@psu.edu

MASMC 2016 at Penn State
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The organizing committee of the VIII Congresso
Brasileiro de Micologia invites you to Florianópolis for the
VIII Congresso Brasileiro de Micologia! 

You can participate by presenting a poster or oral pres-
entation. Abstract submissions will be open between April
4th and May 15th 2016. The registration period will start on
May 1st.

Save the date and please help us spread the word! 
Check out our webpage (http://micologia2016.pagi-

nas.ufsc.br/) and follow us on Facebook and Instagram
(MICOLAB.micologia2016).

—Maria Alice Neves
President of the Organizing Committee

Brazilian Mycology Meeting: October 3–6, 2016

Stinkhorn Fungus

The stinkhorn fungus,
Phallus ravenelii, grow-
ing in cedar mulch in
waukesha, wisconsin in
mid-June, 2015. Note the
olive-green spore slime,
which attracts insects
that help to spread the
spores, and the egg-
shaped structure from
which the stalk arises.
Courtesy of dr. John C.
Clausz
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Rob Powers is a 1st year PhD student
in the Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
program at the University of Michigan.
His path to the study of Fungi has been
“somewhat unusual” as he describes it.
Rob hails from Woonsocket, Rhode
Island, and he earned an undergraduate
degree from Wesleyan University where
he studied ethnomusicology, experimen-
tal music, and computer science. After his
undergraduate, Rob began working in the
San Francisco Bay Area. It was here, over
the next decade, that Rob’s fascination
with all things fungal really began. This interest, coupled
with a planned relocation to Michigan, prompted Rob to seek
out graduate opportunities in the lab of Dr. Tim James. After
a year of working in the James lab, and taking a few classes
to get up to speed, Rob began his Master’s degree research-
ing Coprinellus disseminatus at the university under the
advisement of Dr. James. Rob completed his Master’s in
Summer 2015, and transitioned to his PhD studies at the
same time. 

In 2015, Rob was awarded a Mentor Travel Award by
the MSA to present a talk on part of his Master’s research:
“Sexual Selection and The Buller Phenomenon in Coprinel-
lus disseminatus”. He was able to talk to a lot of people about

his research, received excellent feedback
and suggestions from MSA members,
and very much appreciated the opportu-
nity afforded thanks to the receipt of a
travel award. 

Rob’s PhD project is focused on the
fungal dikaryon as a model system to
investigate conflict and co-operation
between genetically distinct nuclei. In
particular, his research is focused on the
role that epigenetic marks (DNA methy-
lation, histone modifications, and chro-
mosomal structure) play in gene regula-

tion of Coprinopsis cinerea. The pursuit of this project also
gave him an opportunity to become familiar with the work of
Dr. Georgiana May, whose work he said has made him a
“huge fan”. Rob has also worked as a Graduate Curator at the
University of Michigan Herbarium, and is continually
impressed by the level of detail and amount of work put into
the collection by noteworthy mycologists of the past. 

In his free time, Rob likes to make his own fungal col-
lections - not only for the university herbarium, but also for
his own curiosity and sometimes for the dinner table. He also
enjoys a variety of non-mycology related activities such as
hiking, cooking, and playing pinball. 

—Rob Powers and Donald J. Nelsen

Student Mentor Award Spotlight: Rob Powers

MSA STUDENT SECTION
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FUNGI IN THE NEWS
In case you missed it, some news articles about fungi…

Fungus that threatens chocolate forgoes sexual
reproduction for cloning
“A fungal disease that poses a serious threat to cacao plants — the source
of chocolate — reproduces clonally, researchers find. The fungus causes
frosty pod rot, a disease that has decimated cacao plantations through much
of the Americas. Because it belongs to a group of fungi that produces mush-
rooms — the fruit of fungal sex — many researchers and cacao breeders
believed the fungus reproduced sexually.”

From: https://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2016/Q1/fungus-that-
threatens-chocolate-forgoes-sexual-reproduction-for-cloning.html

Journal reference: J R Díaz-Valderrama, M C Aime. The cacao pathogen
Moniliophthora roreri (Marasmiaceae) possesses biallelic A and B mating
loci but reproduces clonally. Heredity, 2016; DOI: 10.1038/hdy.2016.5

Fungi must die: Scientists have figured out how to
deal with fungal resistance to antimycotic drugs
“Research scientists demonstrated how it is possible to suppress the resist-
ance of fungi to antifungal drugs. The results of the work can serve as a
basis for the development of effective antifungal pharmaceuticals.”

From: http://www.sciencenewsline.com/news/2016042116090023.html

Journal reference: D A Knorre, E Besedina, I E Karavaeva, E A Smirnova,
O V Markova, F F. Severin. Alkylrhodamines enhance the toxicity of clotri-
mazole and benzalkonium chloride by interfering with yeast pleiotropic
ABC-transporters. FEMS Yeast Research, 2016; 16 (4): fow030 DOI:
10.1093/femsyr/fow030.

Ashes to ashes: Biggest ever survey says future is
bleak for ash trees
“The future for ash – the tree that gave us food, fuel and the Sweet Track,
one of the oldest roads in the world – looks bleak, according to a new sur-
vey of its biology and ecology. The review the largest-ever survey of this
much-loved tree”

From: https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/03/160323082714.htm

Journal reference: P A Thomas. Biological Flora of the British Isles: Fraxi-
nus excelsior. Journal of Ecology, March 2016 DOI: 10.1111.1365-
2745.12566
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MYCOLOGIST’S BOOKSHELF

We have no reviews for this issue of Bookshelf. And while we have no new books available for review, we
still have quite a few available for review. If you are interested in reviewing a book, or know of one that should
be reviewed for Inoculum, please contact me (robert.marra@ct.gov) and I will have the book “drop-shipped”
directly from the publisher. A book goes to the first person requesting it, and I ask that you get your reviews
to me in a reasonably timely manner. You’ll note that there is a long list of books that are out to reviewers but
for which we have yet to receive the reviews. Remember that the publishers who provide these books free of
charge, do so with the very reasonable expectation that the book will be read and reviewed, and the review
published. Please, get these reviews to me so we can honor our agreements with the publishers, and ensure
that we continue to get review copies. If you have changed your mind about doing the review, please contact
me, and we can arrange to get the book to someone else. 

—Bob Marra

• Antifungals: From Genomics to Resistance and the Develop-
ment of Novel Agents. Alix T. Coste and Patrick Vandeputte,
(Eds.). Caister Academic Press, Portland, OR. ISBN 978-1-
910190-01-2 (hardback); 978-1-910190-02-9 (Ebook). 334 pp.
Price: $319 (hardbook or Ebook). 

• Species diversity in Aspergillus, Penicillium and Talaromyces.
2014. Robert A. Samson, Cobus M. Visagie and Jos Houbraken
(Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No. 78. CBS Fungal Biodiver-
sity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-94-91751-00-4.
451 pp, fully illustrated with color pictures (A4 format). Price: € 75
(paperback). 

• Fungal pathogens of food and fibre crops. 2014. P.W. Crous and
J.Z. Groenewald (Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No. 79. CBS
Fungal Biodiversity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-
94-91751-00-4. 288 pp, fully illustrated with color pictures (A4
format). Price: € 65 (paperback). 

• Hypocrealean lineages of industrial and phytopathological
importance. 2015. L. Lombard, J.Z. Groenewald and P.W. Crous

(Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No. 80. CBS Fungal Biodiver-
sity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-94-91751-00-4.
245 pp, fully illustrated with color pictures (A4 format). Price: € 70
(paperback). 

• Mushrooms of Nepal. 2nd edition. 2014. Mahesh Kumar
Adhikari. Published by K. S. Adhikari, Kathmando, Nepal. ISBN
99933-545-0-3. 340 pp., including 24 pp. of color photographs.
Price: NRs: 1500; US$ 35 (paperback). 

• The Genus Tricholoma. 2013. Fungi of Northern Europe, v.4.
Morten Christensen and Jacob Heilmann-Claasen. Koeltz Scien-
tific Books, Koenigstein, Germany. www.koeltz.com. ISBN: 978-
8-798-35818-3. 228 pp, with color illustrations. Price: € 56 (hard-
cover). 

• Plant Fungal Pathogens: Methods and Protocols. 2012. Melvin
D Bolton, Bart PHJ Thomma (Eds). Part of the “Methods in
Molecular Biology” series, v.835. Springer-Verlag, Berlin.
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-61779-5008. 769 pp, 138 illus.,
74 in color. Price: $159.00 (hardcover). 

Books in Need of Reviewers

• Trichoderma: Identification and Agricultural Applications.
2015. Gary J. Samuels and Prakash K. Hebbar. APS Press, St Paul,
MN. www.apsnet.org. ISBN: 978-0-89054-484-6. 204 pp, 55
images. Price: $175.00, softcover (spiralbound). (New this issue)

• Microbial Carotenoids from Fungi: Methods and Protocols.
2012. Jose-Luis Barredo (Ed.). Humana Press (Springer).
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-61779-917-4. 290 pp, 51 illus.,
9 in color. Price: $119 (hardcover); $94.99 (e-book). 

• Development of Aspergillus niger. 2013. J. Dijksterhuis, H.
Wosten (Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No. 74. CBS Fungal
Biodiversity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-
70351-93-9. 85 pp, fully illustrated with color pictures (A4 for-
mat). Price: € 40 (softcover). 

• My Father in His Suitcase: In Search of E.J.H. Corner. 2014.
John K. Corner. Landmark Books Pte. Ltd., Singapore. ISBN:
978-9814189477. 452 pp. Price: $53.41 (paperback). 

• Truffle: A Global History. 2015. Zachary Nowak. University of
Chicago Press (Reaktion Books), Chicago, IL,

www.press.uchicago.edu. ISBN: ISBN: 9781780234366. 128
pages, 40 color plates, 20 halftones. Price: $18.00 (cloth). 

• Desert Truffles. Phylogeny, Physiology, Distribution and
Domestication. 2014. V. Kagan-Zur, N. Roth-Bejerano, Y. Sitrit,
A. Morte (Eds). Soil Biology Series, v.38. Springer-Verlag, Berlin.
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-3-642-40095-7. 397 pp, 97 illus.,
47 in color. Price: $189 (hardcover). Also available as eBook pdf
download, ISBN 978-3-642-40096-4, Price: $149. 

• Fusarium: Genomics, Molecular and Cellular Biology. 2013.
Daren W. Brown and Robert H. Proctor, eds. Caister Academic
Press, Norfolk, UK. www.caister.com. ISBN: 978-1-908230-25-6.
182 pp plus color plates. $319 (hardcover). 

• Tricholomas of North America. 2013. The Corrie Herring
Hooks Series No. 68. Alan Bessette, Arleen Bessette, William
Roody, Steven Trudell. University of Texas Press.
http://www.utexas.edu/utpress/. ISBN 978-0-292-74233-8. 220
pp, 186 color photos. Price $29.95 (softcover). 

Books with Reviewers Assigned

Continued on following page
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• The Mycota, Vol. 10: Industrial Applications, 2nd ed. 2011.
Martin Hofrichter (Ed.). Karl Esser (Series Ed.). Springer.
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-3-642-11457-1. 485 pp, 152 illus.
Price: $269.00 (hardcover). 

• Edible Ectomycorrhizal Mushrooms: Current Knowledge
and Future Prospects. 2012. Alessandra Zambonelli and Gre-
gory Bonito (Eds.). Springer. www.springer.com. ISBN 978-3-
642-33822-9. 409 pp, 35 illus (16 in color). Price: $209 (hard-
cover); also available as eBook pdf download, ISBN
978-3-642-33823-6, $159. 

• Taxonomic Manual of the Erysiphales (Powdery Mildews).
2012. Uwe Braun and R.T.A. Cook. CBS Biodiversity Series 11.
http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-89-2. 707 pp, 853
figures. Price: € 80 (hardcover). 

• Biodiversity in Dead Wood. 2012 Juha Siitonen, Bengt Gunnar
Jonsson. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK.
www.cambridge.org. ISBN: 9780521717038. 524 pp, 92 b/w
illus. 21 tables. Price: £38.00 (paperback). 

• Phytopathogenic Dothideomycetes. 2013. P.W. Crous, G.J.M.
Verkley, J.Z. Groenewald (Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No.
75. CBS Fungal Biodiversity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/.
ISBN: 978-90-70351-96-0. 406 pp, fully illustrated with color pic-
tures (A4 format). Price: € 70 (paperback). 

• Pollination Biology. 2012. D. P. Abrol. Biodiversity, Conserva-
tion, and Agricultural Production. Springer-Verlag, Berlin.
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-94-007-1941-5. 792pp, 23 illus.,
18 in color. Price: $209.00 (hardcover). 

• Fungal Plant Pathogens (Principles and Protocols Series).
March 2012. CR Lane, P Beales, KJK Hughes (Eds). CABI,
Oxfordshire, UK. www.cabi.org. 978-1-8459-3668-6. 324 pp.
Price: $75. 

• Practical Guide to Turfgrass Fungicides. 2011. Richard Latin.
APS Press, St. Paul, MN. www.apsnet.org. ISBN: 978-0-89054-
392-4. 280 pp, 115 images, 29 chemical structures. Price: $139.95
(hardcover). 

• Tree Thinking: An Introduction to Phylogenetic Biology.
Available July 2012. David Baum and Stacey Smith. Roberts &
Company Publishers, Greenwood Village, CO. www.roberts-pub-
lishers.com/. ISBN: 978-1-9362-2116-5. 400 pp, b&w. Price: $60
(hardback). 

• Yeast Research: An Historical Overview. 2011. James A. Bar-
nett, Linda Barnett. ASM Press, Washington, DC. www.asm-
press.org. ISBN: 978-1-55581-516-5. 392 pp, illus. Price: $159.95
(hardcover). 

• Medically Important Fungi: A Guide to Identification, 5th ed.
2011. Davise H. Larone. ASM Press, Washington, DC.
www.asmpress.org. ISBN: 978-1-55581-660-5. 508 pp, illus,
color plates. Price $109.95 (hardcover). 

• Atlas of Soil Ascomycetes. 2012. J. Guarro, J. Gene, A.M.
Stchigel and M.J. Figueras. CBS Biodiversity Series 10.
http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-88-5. 486 pp, 322
figures. Price: € 70 (hardcover). 

• Texas Mushrooms: A Field Guide. 1992 (new preface 2013).
The Corrie Herring Hooks Series No. 18. Susan Metzler and Van
Metzler (Orson K. Miller, Jr., Scientific Adviser). University of
Texas Press. http://www.utexas.edu/utpress/. ISBN 978-0-292-
75126-2. 360 pp, 249 illustrations, 2 figures, 1 map, 11 tables.
Price: $39.95 (softcover). 

• Fungal Biology in the Origin and Emergence of Life. 2013.
David Moore. Cambridge University Press. www.cambridge.org.
ISBN: 978-11-07652-77-4. 236 pp, 28 b/2 illus, 2 tables. Price:
$42.99 (softcover). 

• The Mycota, v.IX: Fungal Associations. 2012. Bertold Hock
(Ed.). Springer. www.springer.com. ISBN 978-3-642-30825-3.
406 pp, 84 illus (62 in color). Price: $269 (hardcover). Also avail-
able as eBook (pdf download), price: $209. 

• Funga Nordica, 2nd ed. 2012. H. Knudsen and J. Vesterholt
(Eds.). Nordsvamp, Copenhagen. ISBN: 9788798396130. 1083
pp (2 volumes). Price £95, €111.15. 

• The Analysis of Biological Data. 2009. Michael Whitlock and
Dolph Schluter. Roberts & Company Publishers, Greenwood Vil-
lage, CO. www.roberts-publishers.com/. ISBN: 978-0-9815-
1940-1. 704 pp, full color. Price: $80 (hardback). 

• Ophiostomatoid Fungi: Expanding Frontiers. 2013. K. Seifert,
Z. Wilhelm de Beer, M. J. Wingfield (Eds.). CBS Biodiversity
Series 12. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-94-6.
337 pp, fully illustrated. Price: € 75 (hardcover). 

• Neurospora: Genomics and Molecular Biology. January 2013.
D. P. Kasbekar and K McCluskey (Eds.). Horizon Press.
http://www.horizonpress.com. ISBN: 978-1-908230-12-6. 294
pp, w/illus. Price: $319 (hardback). 

• Indian Coelomycetes. 2012. J. Muthumary. MJP Publishers,
New Delhi, Indian. http://www.mjppublishers.com/index.html.
ISBN: 978-81-8094-162-7. 366 pp, illustrations and photomicro-
graphs. $50 (hardcover). 

• The Kingdom of Fungi. 2013. Jens H. Petersen. Princeton Uni-
versity Press. http://press.princeton.edu/. ISBN: 978-06-91157-
54-2. 256 pp, 800+ color photos. $29.95 (cloth). Also available as
eBook. 

• A Primer of Botanical Latin with Vocabulary. Available
March 2013. Emma Short & Alex George. Cambridge University
Press. www.cambridge.org. ISBN 978-11-07693-75-3. 102
tables, 21 exercises. Price £24.99 (paperback). 

• Key For Identification of Common Phytophthora Species.
2011. Jean Beagle Ristaino. APS Press, St. Paul, MN.
www.apsnet.org. ISBN: 978-0-89054-397-9. CD-ROM. Price:
$269.00 (single user). 

• Plant Fungal Pathogens: Methods and Protocols. 2012. Melvin
D Bolton, Bart PHJ Thomma (Eds). Part of the “Methods in
Molecular Biology” series, v.835. Springer-Verlag, Berlin.
www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-61779-5008. 769 pp, 138 illus.,
74 in color. Price: $159.00 (hardcover). 

• Endophytes of Forest Trees: Biology and Applications. 2011.
Anna Maria Pirttila, Carolin Frank (Eds.). Forestry Science Series,
v.80. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-94-
007-1598-1. 322 pp, Price: $209.00 (hardcover). also available as
eBook pdf download, ISBN 978-94-007-1599-8, $159. 

• Laboratory Protocols in Fungal Biology: Current Methods in
Fungal Biology. Avail June 2012. Vijai Kumar Gupta, Maria
Tuohy, Eds. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN:
978-1-4614-2355-3. 802 pp, 105 illus., 40 in color. Price: $279.00
(hardcover). Review Copy online only; hardcover copy provided
following receipt of published review.
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MYCOLOGICAL CLASSIFIEDS

Center for Regulatory Research, LLC specializes in reg-
ulatory permit application services for biological control and
biotechnology organisms/products. Let us evaluate your
research discoveries for commercial potential and environ-
mental impacts. We also offer assistance with writing pro-

posals for SBIR grant programs (Small Business Innovation
Research) that fund new commercial ventures. Contact Dr.
Sue Cohen by email (sdcohen@regresearch.com) or by
phone (612-246-3838). For more information about our com-
pany, visit our website at www.regresearch.com.

Biological Control, Biotechnology and Regulatory Services  

The Fifth Kingdom on CD-ROM is now available in an
extensively updated form for teaching purposes. Available
for class orders at $25 per copy. The book “The Outer Spores

- mushrooms of Haida Gwaii” is also available. Check
details at: www.mycolog.com

Fifth Kingdom

The Institute of Plant and Microbial Biology, Academia
Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, is inviting applications for multiple
tenure-track research-oriented positions in the area of plant
and microbial biology. Applicants should hold a Ph.D.
degree and have postdoctoral training. Preference will be
given to applicants at the Assistant Research Fellow level
(equivalent to Assistant Professor) with expertise in the area
of plant-related microbial biology or plant–microbe interac-
tions. Successful candidates will receive excellent starter
funds and annual intramural support. 

Academia Sinica, the foremost academic institution in
Taiwan, comprises 31 world-class research institutes/centers
and provides an active research environment including out-
standing core facilities. The Institute of Plant and Microbial
Biology is a premier research institute focusing on studies of
functions of plants and plant-related microbes
(http://ipmb.sinica.edu.tw/index.html/?language=en). Eng-

lish is the official language in scientific seminars. Profi-
ciency in Chinese language is not essential but would be
helpful in basic communications. 

The application folder should include 1) a cover letter,
2) a curriculum vitae, 3) a statement of research accomplish-
ments, 4) future research plans, and 5) reprints of five repre-
sentative publications. The application folder (in PDF for-
mat) and, separately, three letters of recommendation should
be sent via email to:

Dr. Erh-Min Lai, Chair of Search Committee (email:
emlai@gate.sinica.edu.tw)

Institute of Plant and Microbial Biology, Academia
Sinica

128, Sec 2, Academia Rd, Nankang, Taipei, Taiwan
11529

The review of applications will begin on August 15,
2016 and continue until the positions are filled.

Plant and Microbial Biology at Academia Sinica

MYCOLOGICAL JOBS

REMINDER: MSA Directory Update

Is your information up-to-date in the MSA directory? The Society is relying more and more on email
to bring you the latest MSA news, awards announcements and other timely information, and our newslet-
ter. To ensure that you receive Society blast emails and the Inoculum as soon as it comes out, and so that
your colleagues can keep in touch, please check the accuracy of your email address and contact informa-
tion in the online directory. This can be accessed via our web site at www.msafungi.org. If you need assis-
tance with updating your membership information, or help with your membership log-in ID and password,
please contact Allen Press at msa@allenpress.com.
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In depth information about the genus Amanita
www.amanitaceae.org

A New Web Page About Tropical Fungi, Hongos Del Parque “El Haya”
(58-5)
hongosdelhaya.blogspot.com/

ASCOFrance.com, a very useful site for illustrations of ascomycetes
including anamorphs (accessible in both French and English)
ascofrance.com/?lang=us

Bibliography of Systematic Mycology
www.speciesfungorum.org/BSM/bsm.htm

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory; Meetings & Courses Programs
(58-2)
meetings.cshl.edu 

Collection of 800 Pictures of Macro- and Micro-fungi
www.mycolog.com 

Cornell Mushroom Blog (58-1)
http://blog.mycology.cornell.edu/

Cortbase (58-2)
andromeda.botany.gu.se/cortbase.html

Corticoid Nomenclatural Database (56-2)
www.phyloinformatics.org/

The Cybertruffle internet server for mycology seeks to provide infor-
mation about fungi from a global standpoint (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk

Cyberliber, a digital library for mycology (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/cyberliber

Cybernome provides information about fungi and their associated
organisms, with access to over 548,000 records of scientific names
(59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/cybernome

Dictionary of The Fungi Classification
www.indexfungorum.org/names/fundic.asp

Fungal Environmental Sampling and Informatics Network (58-2)
www.bio.utk.edu/fesin/

German Mycological Society DGfM  
www.dgfm-ev.de

Glomeromycota PHYLOGENY
amf-phylogeny.com

International Society for Human and Animal Mycology
www.isham.org

Medical Mycology journal
www.isham.org

Mycologia
mycologia.org

Humboldt Institute — Located on the eastern coast of Maine, the
institute is known for the series of advanced and professional-level
natural history seminars it has offered since 1987, along with eco-
logical restoration seminars and expeditions to the neotropics. It
publishes the two peer-reviewed journals, Northeastern Naturalist
and Southeastern Naturalist.
www.eaglehill.us

Taxonomy of the Hysteriaceae & Mytilinidiaceae (Pleosporomyceti-
dae, Dothideomycetes, Ascomycota) to facilitate species identifica-
tion using a set of updated and revised keys based on those first
published by Hans Zogg in 1962. 59(4)
www.eboehm.com/

Index of Fungi 
www.indexfungorum.org/names/names.asp

Interactive Key to Hypocreales of Southeastern United States (57-2)
nt.ars-grin.gov/sbmlweb/fungi/keydata.cfm

ISHAM: the International Society for Human and Animal Mycology
www.isham.org

JSTOR (58-3) 
jstor.org

McCrone Research Institute is an internationally recognized not-for-
profit  institute specializing primarily in teaching applied microscopy.
59(4)
www.mcri.org

Mountain Justice Summer (58-3)
www.MountainJusticeSummer.org

Mycology Education Mart where all relevant mycology courses can be
posted. www2.bio.ku.dk/mycology/courses/

MycoKey 
www.mycokey.com

The Myconet Classification of the Ascomycota
www.fieldmuseum.org/myconet 

New Electronic Journal about mushrooms from Southeast Mexico
(61-4) 
http://fungavera.blogspot.com

Northeast Mycological Federation (NEMF) foray database (58-2)
http://www.nemf.org/forays.htm

Pacific Northwest Fungi 
www.pnwfungi.org/

Pleurotus spp.
www.oystermushrooms.net

Rare, Endangered or Under-recorded Fungi in Ukraine  (56-2)
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/redlists/index.htm

Registry of Mushrooms in Art 
http://namyco.org/art_registry/index.html

Robigalia provides information about field observations, published
records and reference collection specimens of fungi and their associ-
ated organisms, with access to over 685,000 records (59-3). 
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/robigalia

Tree canopy biodiversity project University of Central Missouri
(58-4)
http://www.discoverlife.org/nh/tx/Fungi/canopy_biodiversity.html

Trichomycete site includes monograph, interactive keys, a com-
plete database, world literature, etc. (61-4)
www.nhm.ku.edu/~fungi 

The TRTC Fungarium (58-1)
bbc.botany.utoronto.ca/ROM/TRTCFungarium/home.php

U.S. National Fungus Collections (BPI) Complete Mushroom Speci-
men Database (57-1)
www.ars.usda.gov/ba/psi/sbml

Valhalla provides information about past mycologists, with names,
dates of birth and death and, in some cases, biographies and/or por-
traits (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/valhalla

Website for the mycological journal Mycena (56-2)
www.mycena.org/index.htm

Wild Mushrooms From Tokyo
www.ne.jp/asahi/mushroom/tokyo/ 

MYCOLOGY ON-LINE
Below is an alphabetical list of websites featured in Inoculum. Those wishing to add sites to this directory or to edit addresses should email
jkerrig@clemson.edu. Unless otherwise notified, listings will be automatically deleted after one year (at the editors discretion).
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May 29-June 3, 2016
Fusarium Laboratory Workshop

Pretoria, South Africa
www.fabinet.up.ac.za

June 19-24, 2016, 2016
Cellular & Molecular Fungal Biology, Gordon Research Conference

Holderness School, Holderness, New Hampshire
https://www.grc.org/programs.aspx?id=11335

July 25-27, 2016
Myxomycete Blitz and Symposium

Gatlinburg, Tennessee, GSMNP

July 30-August 3, 2016
American Phytopathological Society annual meeting

Tampa, Florida
http://www.apsnet.org/meetings/annual/Pages/default.aspx

August 7-11, 2016
Mycological Society of America annual meeting

Berkeley, California
http://ipmb.berkeley.edu/events/msa-2016

October 3-6, 2016
VIII Brazilian Mycological Congress

Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina
Florianópolis, Brazil
http://micologia2016.paginas.ufsc.br/ and Facebook

december 8-11, 2016
Mushrooms of the Redwood Coast Foray (A Benefit for Santa Cruz Mycoflora Project)

Scotts Valley, Santa Cruz, California, USA
http://www.redwoodcoastmushrooms.org/mushrooms-of-the-redwood-coast-foray-scotts-valley-2016/

July 23-29, 2017
IBC 2017

XIX International Botanical Congress
hosted by The International Association of Botanical and Mycological Societies (IABMS)
Shenzhen, China
http://www.ibc2017.cn/index.aspx

July, 2017
Mycological Society of America annual meeting

Athens, Georgia

July 15-21, 2018
International Mycological Congress: IMC11

hosted by the Mycological Society of America
San Juan, Puerto Rico

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOTE TO MEMBERS:

Those wishing to list upcoming mycological courses, workshops, conventions,
symposia, and forays in the Calendar of Events should include complete
postal/electronic addresses and submit to Inoculum editor Julia Kerrigan at jker-
rig@clemson.edu.
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MSA Sustaining Members 2016

You are encouraged to inform the Membership Committee (Andy Wilson, Chair,
awilson@chicagobotanic.org) of firms or foundations that might be approached about Sustaining
Membership in the MSA. Sustaining members have all the rights and privileges of individual mem-
bers in the MSA and are listed as Sustaining Members in all issues of Mycologia and Inoculum.

Fungi Perfecti
Attn: Paul Stamets
PO Box 7634
Olympia, WA, 98507
(360)426-9292
info@fungi.com

Mycotaxon, Ltd.
Attn: Richard P. Korf
PO Box 264
Ithaca, NY, 14851-0264
(607) 273-0508
info@mycotaxon.com

Triarch, Inc.
Attn: P.L. Conant - President 
PO Box 98
Ripon, WI, 54971
(920)748-5125

Sylvan, Inc.
Attn: Mark Wach
Research Dept Library
198 Nolte Drive
Kittanning, PA, 16201
(724)543-3948
mwach@sylvaninc.com

Syngenta Seeds, Inc.
Attn: Rita Kuznia
Dept Head, Plant Pathology
317 330th Street
Stanton, MN, 55018-4308
(507) 663-7631
rita.kuznia@syngenta.com

Genencor Internation, Inc.
Attn: Michael Ward
925 Page Mill Rd
Palo Alto, CA, 94304
(650)846-5850
mward@genencor.com

Novozymes, Inc.
Attn: Wendy Yoder
1445 Drew Ave
Davis, CA, 95618
(530) 757-8110
wty@novozymes.com

BCN Research Laboratories, Inc.
Attn: Emilia Rico
2491 Stock Creek Blvd
Rockford, TN, 37853
(865)558-6819
emirico@msn.com

The Society is extremely grateful for the continuing support of its Sus tain ing Mem-

bers. Please patronize them and, whenever possible, let their representatives know

of our appreciation.
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MSA Officers

President, Kerry O’Donnell
NCAUR ARS USDA

1815 N. University St.
Peoria, IL 61604

Phone: 309-681-6383
kerry.odonnell@ars.usda.gov

President-Elect, Georgiana May
College of Biological Sciences

University of Minnesota
1477 California Ave.
Saint Paul, MN 55108
Phone: 612-624-6737
Fax: 612-624-6777

gmay@umn.edu

Vice President, Tom Volk
Professor of Biology
3024 Cowley Hall

University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
La Crosse WI 54601

volk.thom@uwlax.edu
608.785.6972

Executive Vice President, Sarah Bergemann
Middle Tennessee State University

Biology Department
PO Box 60

Murfreesboro TN 37132
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Sarah.Bergemann@mtsu.edu
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Science and Technology
Universidad del Turabo

P.O. Box 3030
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MSA Homepage: msafungi.org

MSA Endowment Funds
Contributions

I wish to contribute  $________ to the following named fund(s):

____ Alexopoulos ____ Emerson-Fuller-Whisler ____ Miller

____ Barksdale-Raper ____ Fitzpatrick ____ Thiers

____ Barr ____ Gilbertson ____ Trappe

____ Bigelow ____ Korf ____ Uecker

____ Butler ____ Luttrell ____ Wells

____ Denison

Research Funds

____ Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Award 

____ Myron P. Backus Graduate Award 

____ Clark T. Rogerson Award 

____ George W. Martin/Gladys E. Baker Award

____ John Rippon Graduate Research Award 

____ Undergraduate Research Award

____ Salomón Bartnicki-García Research Award

____ Robert W. Lichtwardt Student Research Award

Other Funds

____ Constantine J. Alexopoulos Prize

____ John S. Karling Lecture Fund

____ Uncommitted Endowment

____ Other (specify)

I wish to pledge $_____________ a year for ____________ years

_____ to the following fund (s) ____________________________

_____ to some other specified purpose ______________________

_____ to the uncommitted endowment

Name: ________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

___ Check  ____ Credit Card (Visa, MC, etc): ________________

Credit Card No. ____________________ Exp. Date: _________

Signature: __________________________________________

Please send this completed form and your contribution to:

Chris Lapine

Association Manager
Allen Press Inc.
810 East 10th St

Lawrence Kansas 66044

Please make checks payable to the 

Mycological Society of America
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Last name ______________________________     First name _________________________________     M.I. ______

Dept./Street _______________________________________________________________________________________

Univ./Organization __________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________ State/Prov. __________ Country ____________________ ZIP_________________

Telephone: (____)________ ______________ Email _______________________ Fax (____)______________________

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP
Cyber Memberships

____ Regular $90 (Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Student $50 (Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Postdoctoral $70 (Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Associate Member $50 (Does not include online access to Mycologia)

____ Emeritus Online $50 (Note: approved Emeritus members pay no dues. This is a new option

for Emeritus members who choose online access to Mycologia)

____ Sustaining $278 or more

____ Life $1,500

____ Family $90 plus $20 annually for each additional member

____ Affliated Society $90
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Print Subscriptions  (in addition to above membership fee)

____ Shipped to a Domestic (USA) destination $60 annually
____ Shipped to a Non-USA destination $85 annually

Discounted Memberships

Members from developing countries may request a 50% reduction in membership dues that includes online only journal
access, subject to approval by MSA Council.

AREAS OF INTEREST
Mark most appropriate area(s)

____ Cell  Biology – Physiology           (including cytological, ultrastructural, metabolic regulatory and developmental 
                                                              aspects of cells)

____ Ecology – Pathology                   (including phytopathology, medical mycology, symbiotic associations, saprobic 
                                                              relationships and community structure/dynamics)

____ Genetics – Molecular Biology     (including transmission, population and molecular genetics and molecular
                                                            mechanisms of gene expression)

____ Systematics – Evolution             (including taxonomy, comparative morphology molecular systematics,
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Mycological Society of America
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Phone: (800) 627-0326

or (785) 843-1234 ext 402
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