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Student Award Spotlight:
Roo Vandegrift
Roo Vandegrift was born
in the Appalachian mountains
of southwestern Virginia, but
spent most of his childhood as
an Air Force brat. He grew up
in a succession of remarkably
similarly boring military
bases, set in remarkably interestingly diverse locations
around the world, before his
parents settled back in Virginia. Roo completed his
undergraduate work at Virginia Tech, in Dr. RH Jones’ soil ecology lab, and then worked for several years at a venture capital
funded biotech company, where he learned the meaning of “cutthroat” and “exit strategy.” Moving back to his roots, so to speak,
he took a lab technician job with Dr. Brenda Casper at the University of Pennsylvania. There, he decided that he really did like
fungal ecology enough to start a career in the field.
Roo is now in the fifth, and hopefully final, year of a PhD
program in Dr. Bitty Roy’s lab at the University of Oregon, with
a fair bit of shared advising by Dr. George Carroll. He received a
NSF Graduate Research Fellowship in 2011, and the MSA Graduate Fellowship in 2013, in addition to smaller awards from the
Sonoma County Mycological Association, the Cascade Mycological Society, and the Mycological Society of San Francisco. Also
in 2013, he participated in NSF’s East Asia and Pacific Summer
Institute (EAPSI) program in Taiwan, where he was able to work
with the incomparable taxonomist Dr. Yu-Ming Ju.
In 2014, MSA graciously awarded him the Mentor/Student
Travel Award in honor of Dr. Alexopoulos, which allowed him
to come to East Lansing for the meeting. Roo’s research is varied, but is tied together by endophytes, the fungi that live asymptomatically in the leaves and other tissues of plants. He presented
two talks, the first about the role of a host-specific Epichloë
endophyte in the invasion ecology of a noxious invasive grass in
the Pacific Northwest. The second talk was about dispersal of
Xylaria endophytes in tropical systems, and presented preliminary data from the previous summer in Taiwan. He was awarded
the Best Graduate Student Oral Presentation for his talk on the
Epichloë/invasion ecology work, and the paper resulting from
that project was recently accepted for publication in Biological
Invasions. Many intense conversations at the meeting, on topics
ranging from the role of endophytes in tropical ecosystems to the
Continued on following page

intricacies of sequenced-based identification of
fungi and the vagrancies of next-generation
sequencing, made quite an impact on how Roo
thinks about his data, and the way in which he is
analyzing his Illumina meta-barcoding dataset
from Taiwan.
After graduation, Roo will not be seeking
postdocs immediately. He intends, instead, to work
on a thoroughly illustrated treatment of the Xylaria
of the cloud forest of Ecuador, which will give him
an excuse to spend most of a year drawing pictures
of some the most morphologically interesting fungi
in world. He expects to be actively seeking postdocs in 2016 or ‘17, in projects that will allow him
to continue practicing illustration as well as mycology. Roo has a particular interest in the taxonomy
of neo-tropical stromatic ascomycetes and woodrot fungi, as well as the ecology of symbiosis, particularly endophytism.

Xylaria fisillis Ces, the most abundant Xylaria at Reserva Los
Cedros, the Roy Lab’s field site in Ecuador. Scale bars: a=2mm,
b=1mm, c=10µm, and d=5µm. Illustrations © Roo Vandegrift.

Contribute to MSA Award Funds
Now is a good time to contribute to a Mentor Travel Fund or Research Fund so the Society
can offer awards to our young investigators. Just go to the MSA website, click on MSA Business,
then click on Allen Press, and you will see the byline in black that states DONATIONS. All the
Mentor Travel Funds and Research Categories are listed. If you want to make a contribution by
phone or mail, contact the MSA Business Office at 1-800-627-0326.
To make a Mentor Travel award this year, we would like the fund to be close to $10,500 so
we can make a $500 award and still retain $10,000 in principle. The Kramer, Thiers, Trappe,
Fuller/Emerson/Whisler, Butler, H. Bigelow, and Korf funds are all close to that amount. Thank
you for your contributions.

Student Spotlight: Tristan W. Wang
Laboulbeniales: The Little Fungi that Could
While the order Laboulbeniales is a species-rich group
of fungi brimming with diversity and fascination, they are
often overlooked due to their microscopic size and difficulty in manipulating specimens. Scientists so far have had
hard luck in growing and extracting DNA out of Laboulbeniales. Even though difficult to work with, it would be a
shame to allow such interesting organisms to go unnoticed
in mycology.
Laboulbeniales, often dubbed “labouls” by those most
familiar with them, are microscopic ectoparasitic fungi
that latch on to the exoskeleton of a diverse array of insects
(1). Their hosts include ants, flies and cockroaches among
other insects, but, as the famous British geneticist J.B.S.
Haldane put it, these fungi seem to have “an inordinate
fondness for beetles.” To better understand these microscopic organisms, biologists often turn to screening insects
for a living. Thus, one would need to regularly screen
insects in order to see these microscopic critters.

Unlike the well known moldy or mushroom-forming
fungi, labouls exhibit determinate growth (2). This means
that the fungal body, or thallus, develops from a two-celled
ascospore by a restricted number of mitotic divisions,
resulting in an individual with a set number of cells. However, determinate growth poses problems for researchers
who want to study these organisms. The fungi’s minuscule
stature makes detection and manipulation of the thallus
almost impossible without a microscope, fine needles and
steady hands. For me, screening beetles feels more like
opening a Where’s Waldo* book. Because of the difficulty
in handling the thallus, few biologists are interested, let
alone brave enough, to confront these menacing fungi. My
graduate supervisor who introduced me to the labouls is
incredibly patient with his research, but given the size of
the organisms he works with, his persistence is needed.
Considering this lack of attention, it is not surprising
that only few have attempted to explore the world of the
labouls, let alone tried to culture these fungal gems. Only
Continued on following page

2 Inoculum 65(6), November 2014

Scan of Roland Thaxter’s [1858-1932] original sketch
of Laboulbenia camerunensis sp. nov. [from the
archives of the Farlow Reference Library of Cryptogamic Botany].

one man, Howard C. Whisler, successfully grew thalli in
the lab without the aid of other living organisms. Even
Whisler, however, was unable to attain fully mature thallus
(3). Forty-five years later, I find myself picking up this
unsolvable puzzle.
Just recently, my supervisor presented me with a tobe-described species of Laboulbenia (Figure 1) that grows
on a Curculio beetle (order Coleoptera, family Curculionidae). While describing a species has always been a dream
of mine, I wanted to do something more with Laboulbeniales. Specifically, I wanted to grow them in order to
learn about their mysterious physiology.
Growing Laboulbeniales in culture requires not only
specific media but also a substrate on which the thallus can

grow. Laboulbeniales are obligate parasites, meaning they
require a host in order to survive and reproduce. To make
things more complicated, nobody knows exactly which
specific nutrients labouls take from their hosts. Mycologists often grow fungi on agar plates, petri dishes with
jelly-like media containing agar and nutrients needed to
grow. If the medium does not contain the right combination and balance of nutrients, then there is a smaller chance
the fungi can grow and reproduce. While this challenge
already sounds ominous, I ran into another problem with
Laboulbeniales: there were not enough thalli for a workable culturing experiment. I have seen from past experience that screening insect populations often yielded a
measly 2% infection rate. That would mean that several
hours spent collecting and screening may only give me a
couple of thalli to work with. Fortunately we discovered
that cockroaches on campus have a ridiculously high infection rate with labouls. As a result, I have been collecting
cockroaches around student dormitories in search of these
ever-elusive fungi, and attempting to raise them in lab.
Collecting cockroaches is duel-purposed as it allows me to
create cockroach-infused media and offers a steady supply
of fresh thalli of Laboulbeniales. Note: the infection frequency of the American cockroach with labouls in the
Cambridge area is 95.5% (as of 10/10/2014).
One possible key in working this culturing experiment
is to learn more about their food supply. It is my hope that
by learning more about the circulatory system of the
insects on which labouls feed, we will discover which
ingredients are needed to culture these fungi. If all else
fails, boiling the remains of dead insects could also be a
viable way to approach the issue of feeding these fungi. It
has been several decades since Whisler published his article on culturing Laboulbeniales, but it is my hope that by
trying to grow these little wonders, we can understand and
appreciate fungi a little more—one thallus at a time.
—Tristan Wang
Undergraduate at Harvard University

*Where’s Waldo is a children’s picture book in which the
reader is challenged to find a character Wally hidden in a
crowd of people.
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Celebrity Interviews II
In our last issue we met the first half of the MSA Student
Section Executive Board: Mia Maltz (Past Chair), Danny
Haelewaters (Chair), Jessie Uehling (Vice Chair), and
Samantha Lee (Treasurer). In this issue we’ll introduce you
to the last three illustrious members of the Executive Board.
One of the newest additions to the board is Christopher William Smyth, taking
over the newly established
role of Webmaster. Chris
studies marine fungi, biofilm
formation, and human pathogenic Fusarium species in
David Geiser’s lab at Penn
State University. He cruises
around Pennsylvania in a
2000 Hyundai Accent.
As an undergrad, Chris
studied the causative agent of
White Nose Syndrome,
Pseudogymnoascus destructans. Bat enthusiasts may recall his paper “The Alternative
Host Hypothesis and Potential Virulence Genes in Geomyces
destructans” (Bat Research News).
One of Chris’s favorite past projects involved isolated
fungi from marine sponges. He also spent a summer working
as an intern in a fisheries oceanography lab with NOAA in
La Jolla, CA, where he studied the impact of different climate shifts on the market squid fishery off the coast of
Southern California. He is particularly keen on the aquatic
hyphomycetes.
Q: How did you become a mycologist?
A: I have a strong interest, and an academic concentration, in
marine biology. My undergraduate research advisor, Dr. Barrie Overton, opened my eyes to the field of mycology
through classes and research. I now see mycology as an
opportunity to blaze a new path into the field of marine biology by focusing on marine fungi.
Q: Who is your mycology idol?
A: Cecil Ingold.
Q: Do you have any hobbies?
A: Scuba (Rescue Diver), Frisbee, avid football fan (Go
Eagles!), I also sing, quite often to the dismay of those
around me.
Our second newest member is Klara Scharnagl, a lefthanded, ear wiggling, lichenologist from Okemos, Michigan.
She is earning her PhD in Alan Prather’s lab at Michigan
State University, and is the newly elected Secretary of the
Student Section. Her goals for the Section include making
the MSA student section accessible, inclusive and fun, to
encourage aspiring mycologists to keep going, and recruit
new mycologists to the field.

Klara was set on the road
to mycology when she was
only six years old, camping in
North Carolina’s Smoky
Mountains. She was positively “spazzed out” about all
the cool mushrooms everywhere, and so her parents
bought her a pocket field
guide to feed Klara’s curiosity. Much later, her work as a
college senior in the Field
Museum
in
Chicago
cemented her plans to study
lichens professionally. Of all
lichens, her favorite is Coenogonium, the pixie-hair lichen.
They typically grow in tropical places, and can look like
fuzzy green mats, fans, or cushions.
When she’s not at home, taking care of her cat, Pooh
Bear, or her luscious terrarium and garden, you can see Klara
biking her red adult tricycle around Michigan. Away from
home, she’s done field work in Thailand, Ecuador, Costa
Rica, India, Florida Everglades, and the Colorado Rockies.
Q: What do you do in your spare time?
A: I am trying to teach myself the bagpipes but so far it
sounds like a dying cow. I like to live my life with purpose
but I also enjoy lots of wandering and meandering. I think
fungi are amazing, and in many ways the new frontier in
biology - there is still so much to learn, as well as new
species to discover. I love spending hours exploring the tiny
world on the slide under my microscope.
Q: Do you have any crazy stories from research, in the lab
or field?
A: On my first day at the alpine research station in Colorado,
I was so focused on hiking up the trail, that I missed the station and field site to the right of the trail and proceeded to
hike to the top of the mountain, an extra two hours of hiking!
Everyone thought I might have passed out or gone back
down mountain, but the view from the top, I must say, was
spectacular!
Q: Is there anything else you would like to add?
A: I occasionally hug trees.
The last member of the Student Section Executive Board
is…myself. I was relatively easy to get a hold of, and so I
asked myself a long list of questions. Here is some of what I
found out:
Cat Adams is a heavy metal loving, urban foraging, amateur science journalist with more than a mere taste for the theatrical. This is her second year in the role of Communication
Chair of the Student Section, keeping the Section appraised of
fun and interesting mycological news via Facebook and Twitter, and writing pieces for Inoculum, such as this!
Continued on following page
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She is most interested in
cross-trophic species interactions and invasive species.
Cat did an REU project in
Guam researching the indirect
effects of bird loss from the
invasive Brown Tree Snake.
She is involved in ongoing
work in the Pampas grasslands of Uruguay with the
Weyerhaeuser
Company,
researching the effects of
afforestation on native plants
and mycorrhizal fungi. Cat
recently finished her Master’s
degree in Anne Pringle’s lab at Harvard University, where
she studied how fungal seed pathogens of wild Bolivian chili
peppers tolerate spice.

As an NSF Graduate Research Fellow and Berkeley
Chancellor Fellow in the Bruns lab at Berkeley, she will
study the mechanisms of invasibility in the deadly poisonous
Death Cap mushroom, Amanita phalloides, and its native
and novel interactions with fungivores and pests. In the
course of her field work, she has been stung by countless
invasive wasps, driven through several feet of typhoon flooding, contracted Montezuma’s Revenge while stuck behind a
protest barricade in the Bolivian mountains, narrowly
avoided a lunging poisonous coral snake, narrowly avoided
unexploded ordinances, had all her clothes stolen out of the
back of a moving field truck, and suddenly encountered
armored tanks. Twice.
She also really, really likes kittens.
Follow her on Twitter at @ScienceIsMetal and at her
blog, www.ScienceIsMetal.com
—Cat Adams
catadams@berkeley.edu
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MSA BUSINESS
Executive Vice President’s Report
As I write this column in early October, the
leaves are beginning to turn colors here in the
Palouse and fall mushrooms are showing up in
lawns around town. Chanterelles are also starting to come up in the woods, but we need more
rain!

in August and September. Their membership
will be formally approved at the 2015 Annual
Business Meeting in Edmonton:
Ghana: Matilda Dzomeku

United States: Kevin Garcia, Keerthi
Mandyam, Brendan O’Brien, Margaret WeitzCouncil Business: Five email polls were comman
pleted since my September/October column.
1) Council approved a resolution concerning
2015 Membership Renewal: Renewal
education and teaching of evolution that was
notices were sent out (by email) on September
developed by the Education Committee at the
29. Membership dues remain the same as for
request of President Lodge. MSA bylaws do
2014, with an early renewal discount for
not prohibit the Society from making resoluLori Carris,
Executive Vice President
those members who renew before December
tions that pertain to education, as long as the
31. Please contact me with any suggestions,
resolution does not promote political advocomplaints, or feedback on the membership renewal process.
cacy. A large number of scientific and scholarly organizations have drafted similar statements, and these can be seen
REMINDER: MSA Directory Update: Did you receive the
on the National Center for Science Education’s Voices for
Education (http://ncse.com/voices). The Society’s resolution
email notice on the 2015 membership renewal? If not, it may
is published in this issue of Inoculum. 2) Council approved
be because your email address is not up to date in the MSA
the Karling Annual Lecture Committee’s nomination of Dr.
directory. The Society relies on email to bring you timely
Luis Corrochano as the 2015 Karling Lecturer. 3) Council
information on MSA news, awards, elections, meetings and
approved the request for Emeritus Member status for Dr.
other activities. To ensure that you receive those important
Michael Dykstra. Dr. Dykstra officially retired June 2014
Society blast emails and Inoculum, take a few minutes to
from the College of Veterinary Medicine, North Carolina
confirm the accuracy of your contact information in the
State University, and has been a member of MSA since 1971.
online directory. This can be accessed via our website
This request will be presented to the Society’s members for
(www.msa.org)—look for the “Member Services” box in the
vote at the annual business meeting in Edmonton in 2015. 4)
bottom left corner of the page. If you have renewed your
Council approved the nominations of eight new Associate
membership and don’t find your name in the online direcEditors: Andy Methven (basidiomycete systematics), Andy
tory, contact me for assistance. If you need assistance with
Miller (ascomycete systematics and secondary metabolites),
updating any of your membership information, contact our
Sarah Bergemann (basidiomycete systematics), Jeff Cary
Association Manager at Allen Press, Liza Woolard
(genetics, genomics, and mycotoxins), Peter Kennedy (myc(lwoolard@allenpress.com).
orrhizae/ecology), Alan Fryday (lichen systematics), Carlos
Rojas Alvarado (myxomycetes), and Niklaus Grunwald
Feel free to contact me about MSA business, or any other
(oomycetes). The new associate editors will have three-year
questions you have about the Society. If I don’t know the
terms, renewable once for a maximum of six years. 5) Counanswer, I can generally find someone who does. And don’t
cil approved a Lifetime Member’s request for waiver of print
forget to recommend MSA to your colleagues, and particusubscription charges. The minutes for the 2014 Business and
larly to students and postdoctoral associates who are interCouncil Meetings and 2014 Annual Reports are published in
ested in fungi. Remember, there is now a postdoctoral
this issue of Inoculum.
member rate!
Member Deaths: Kenneth Cochran, May 17, 2014, age of
90. Eugene Varney, June 26, 2014, age of 91. Arthur L.
Welden, September 10, 2014, age 87.

New Members: I would like to extend a warm welcome to
the following new and returning members who joined MSA
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Respectfully submitted,
—Lori Carris
MSA Executive Vice President
carris @wsu.edu

Annual Report of the MSA, 2014
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
Summary
I. Mycologia. II. MSA Membership. III. MSA Annual Meetings IV.
IMC XI Puerto Rico proposal. V. Forest Mycology Award. VI. Student Section. VII. Closing Remarks.

I. Mycologia.
I would like to begin this report by thanking Jeff Stone and Karen
Snetselaar for their service as Editor-in-Chief (EIC) and Managing
Editor, respectively, of Mycologia. For the past five years, Jeff and
Karen have done an outstanding job of leading the journal. Mycologia
continues to serve as an international flagship publication for research
in mycology, drawing papers from the World over. We all owe them
a great debt of gratitude.
In November of 2013, the MSA membership approved a change to the
MSA by-laws allowing the appointment of multiple Executive Editors
(EE) to Mycologia. This was done for two main reasons: First, serving as EIC of the journal requires a significant amount of time from
one person. As individuals become more time constrained with teaching, research and administration, the transition to multiple EEs allows
for the workload of EIC to be distributed among more individuals and
thus more manageable. Second, it also allows the journal to incorporate multiple areas of scientific expertise (e.g., Ecology, Systematics/Taxonomy, Genetic & Cell Biology, etc.) into the leadership rank
of Mycologia. The functions of the EEs are identical to that of EIC
(e.g., assign papers to Associate Editors, initial and final decision on
manuscripts, etc.).
Since the passage of the amended by-law, Frances Trail from Michigan State University (Cell Biology and Genetics), Chris Schardl from
the University of Kentucky (Evolution and Pathology), Lee Taylor
from the University of New Mexico (Ecology) and Keith Seifert from
Agriculture and Agri-Foods Canada (Systematics and Taxonomy)
were nominated to serve as Executive Editors and were approved by a
vote of MSA Council. In addition, Cathie Aime from Purdue University has agreed to serve as Managing Editor (ME). This transition in
leadership of Mycologia began January 1, 2014 and all of these individuals are now functioning in their respective capacities. As with Jeff
and Karen, who are continuing to assist with the transition, we owe a
big thanks to these five individuals for stepping up and serving the
society. Let’s make their job easier by submitting our best papers to
Mycologia and play a role in its continued excellence.
Like most professional society-based journals, Mycologia’s institutional subscriptions have been in decline over the past few years (2009
– 680, 2010 – 657, 2011 – 613, 2012 – 569, 2013 – 553). There are
many factors that are driving this decrease including institutional
resource limitations, i.e., libraries must make difficult financial decisions on which journals to carry, and access to journal articles is no
longer predicated solely on an individual or their institution maintaining a subscription. The MSA Council will continue to work with Allen
Press to explore options associated with marketing the journal as a
means of increasing institutional subscriptions. We must also take a
critical look at how the nature of scientific publishing has and continues to change; specifically I am referring to page charges, online publishing and open access.
Mycologia has historically had a liberal page charge policy. We
recover only approximately 40% of our page charges. This has not
been an issue due to the fact that institutional subscriptions subsidize
the publication of the journal, however, with the aforementioned
decrease in institutional subscriptions I feel that this policy should be
revisited and revised. Just as we pay for the collection of data and registration for meetings, we should contribute financially to the publication of research in Mycologia whenever possible. After all, our

professional careers (e.g., jobs, tenure, promotion, etc.) are based on
our scientific publications and we stand to significantly benefit from
the services that Mycologia provides. I am not recommending that we
apply a draconian policy, but that we transition to a more realistic
expectation of the journal and MSA. Times are changing and we must
change with them. Many journals have implemented a tiered page
charge policy that takes into account membership, institutional affiliation, and economic status of country supporting the research. I recommend that Mycologia adopt the following revision with the goal of
increasing the number of articles that pay some level of page charges.
Current policy text:
“After a manuscript has been accepted, the author will receive
page proofs and a form for publication charges. Authors will be
asked to pay page charges, currently $70 per page. However payment of page charges is not a condition of acceptance for publication.”
Suggested revision:
“Mycologia is committed to the widest possible global participation in publishing. To determine the appropriate publication
fee that enables broad access to publication in the journal, we have
implemented a tiered page charge policy based on the World
Bank’s Gross National Income of countries. Research articles
funded by Upper Middle and High Income Countries incur our
standard publication fees of $70 per page. Corresponding authors
who are members of MSA, or who are affiliated with one of our
Institutional Members, are eligible for a discount rate of $50 per
page. Research articles funded by Lower Middle Income Countries
will be charged a fee of $35 per page for non-members and $25 per
page for MSA members or researchers affiliated with one of our
Institutional Members. Research articles funded by Low Income
Countries will not be charged for publishing. If authors are unable
to pay the page charge rate, the Corresponding Author should consult with the Managing Editor. Decisions to publish papers are
based solely on editorial criteria, and without consideration of
page charges.”
The issue of continuing to print the journal or to go online only is one
that the MSA Council has discussed for some time and is one that all
professional societies are grappling with. Most acknowledge the fact
that at some point in the future many if not all journals will cease to
publish in paper. When that time will come is a matter of debate, however. Last year the society took an important step in publishing by
decoupling the cost of membership and the cost of receiving the print
version of Mycologia. The vast majority of membership (~88%) opted
out of the print version of Mycologia and selected online access only,
which is part of the general membership fee. As we further this discussion, two main points continue to arise. The first is that some people
prefer the print copy. They enjoy holding the issue in their hands; they
would rather read paper than a screen; and they have a personal library
of Mycologia that they would like to maintain as up-to-date. These reasons are completely understandable, but they do not take into account
MSA’s financial liability of printing. The second is that we do not
clearly understand the financial impact of going online only. While
there are cost savings associated with the cessation of print, approximately 30%, it is unclear what ripple effects (e.g., increase, decrease) it
might have with respect to institutional subscriptions and membership.
To advance this discussion, I would ask that over the next year the Editorial Advisory Committee, working with the Mycologia editorial staff
and the MSA Council, draft a 10-yr plan for Mycologia. Specifically,
I would like them to develop a strategy to mitigate decreases in institutional subscriptions, to examine potential consequences and options
Continued on following page
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of going online only (e.g., online providers, print on demand, etc.), and
to explore options for increasing the number of open access articles in
Mycologia. I recommend that MSA hire an outside consultant to perform an audit of Mycologia to inform the development of the 10-yr
plan. This will incur a one-time cost, but I believe it will be more than
worthwhile with respect to making the most informed decisions
regarding the future of Mycologia and MSA.

II. MSA membership.
The MSA membership drive had a later start date than in previous
years. The result is that as of May 1, 2014 our current renewal number is 992 members with 270 members from 2013 failing to renew
their membership. We should follow the renewal rates closely over the
next several weeks and months to see if we pick up any additional
renewals.
In a discussion with Jeff Mercer of Allen Press, two other issues
emerged regarding membership and online access to the journal. As of
this year, Highwire disabled access to the journal for anyone who had
not renewed their membership as of Jan. 1, 2014. In the past, there was
a one-month grace period whereby these individuals were provided
access while their payments were processed between Jan. 1-31. Highwire no longer offers this grace period. This policy has resulted in
some longtime MSA members experiencing a disruption in online
access to the Mycologia. Allen Press was able to assist and these individuals were reinstated. There are two approaches we can take to mitigate this problem. First, we can provide Allen Press our annual
membership rates in early July so that the annual membership drive
can be initiated in early September. Second, we could engage Highwire to be more lenient and reinstate the grace period as part of customer service. I recommend that we pursue both of these actions.
I would also suggest that the MSA Council work with the Membership Committee, the Electronic Communication & Web Page Management and the MSA Student Section to formulate a strategy for
increased use of social media (e.g., Facebook, LinkedIn, ResearchGate, etc.) with goal of making the society more attractive to younger
mycologists and fungal biologists. Antonio Izzo, the new webmaster
for MSA, has initiated some initial steps and I look forward to seeing
if they have the desired effect. In addition to annual meetings and
Mycologia, MSA would also benefit from increased activity in professional networking.

III. MSA annual meetings
2014 – June 8-12 – Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI.
This year’s annual MSA meeting will be held at the Kellogg Center on
the campus of Michigan State University. The program chair for MSA
2014 is Gerry Adams. Gerry served as program chair in the past and
agreed to replace Sharon Cantrell on the Program Committee because
she was elected to serve as Treasurer of MSA. The Local Arrangements Organizers for the meeting are Frances Trail and Jonathan Walton. The Program Committee has worked to put together an interesting
and well-balanced program. This will be a stand-alone meeting for
MSA and it will be a great chance to interact with your colleagues in
a more intimate scientific setting.
2015 – July 24-30 – Edmonton, Alberta
The 2015 MSA annual meeting will be held in Edmonton, Alberta in
conjunction with the Botanical Society of America, the parent organization of MSA. The Program Chair will be Susan Kaminskyj (Daniel
Durall understudy) and the Local Arrangements Organizer will be
Daniel Durall (Mary Berbee co-chair). The last time we met with BSA
was 2009 in Snowbird, Utah, so this will be a good chance to reconnect with many of our botanical colleagues.
2016 – August 7-11 – University of California at Berkeley, Berkeley, CA.
The 2016 MSA annual meeting will be held in Berkeley, CA on the
Kerr Campus of UC Berkeley. The Program Chair will be Thorsten

Lumbsch and the Local Arrangements Organizers will be John Taylor
and Tom Bruns. This will be a stand-alone meeting in a great location.
2017 – TBD – University of Georgia, Athens, GA.
The 2017 MSA annual meeting will be held in Athens, GA. The Program Chair will be Clark Ovrebo and the Local Arrangements Organizers will be Marin Brewer and Tony Glenn.

IV. IMC XI Puerto Rico proposal.
The International Mycological Association (IMA) has selected Puerto
Rico as the location for IMC11 in July of 2018. Development of the
Puerto Rico proposal was led by MSA Treasurer Sharon Cantrell with
assistance from Jean Lodge. Gerald Bills served as the MSA representative to IMA, and Scott Redhead represented MSA and the Puerto Rico
bid to the IMA Council at its recent meeting in the Netherlands. I appreciate all the work that these individuals did in preparing the bid and the
manner in which they represented MSA. IMC has not been held in
North America since Vancouver, British Columbia in 1994 and MSA is
excited about the opportunity to work with the Latin American Mycological Association (ALM) to host IMC11 in Puerto Rico. To encourage
broad participation by MSA members and to make the most efficient
use of our financial resources, the MSA Council recommends that MSA
not hold a stand-alone meeting in 2018. Rather, we recommend that we
either forego our annual meeting, or hold an abbreviated meeting (e.g.,
one day for council meeting, Presidential Address, etc.) in Puerto Rico.
This will ease the financial burden on MSA members and maximize
MSA’s financial resources to ensure the production of a first-rate IMC
that will be remembered by all. Stay tuned for more information.
V. Forest Mycology Ecology Award.
This year the anonymous donor responsible for the Forest Ecology
Research Reward donated $10,000 rather than the usual $2000. Tom
Bruns helped facilitate this gift and in talking with the donor, it was
decided that rather than distributing the money more widely in $1000
increments it would be better to keep the quality high and up the award
level and to institute a new award for postdocs (the existing one is only
for graduate students). The proposed use of the extra funds was as follows: In previous years we have made up to two student awards for
$1000 each. It was suggested that MSA keep it at two students and up
the award this year to $2500. This could be done without any change
since the competition would be exactly the same. For the postdoctoral
award it was also suggested we also give up to two awards for $2500
each. Guidelines were developed for administration of this award and
it was advertised as a new award. As with all of our generous donors,
MSA is extremely grateful for their continued support, especially
those gifts that positively impact our students and postdocs.
VI. MSA Student Section and student involvement.
The MSA membership approved the formation of special sections
within the society with the first such section being the MSA Student
Section. This is a significant event for MSA and we are excited about
this opportunity to empower young mycologists in their professional
development. MSA has a rich history of mentoring students through
Mentor Travel Awards, Student Research Awards, and the encouragement of active participation by students in oral and poster presentations in MSA annual meetings. Like all of MSA’s older members, I
know that I certainly benefited from the meaningful integration of students in the society and the new Student Section will only strengthen
and advance our culture of mentorship.

In thinking about ways that the MSA Student Section could play an
active role in advancement of the society, the greater use of social
media seems like an obvious first step. I would like to ask the leadership of the MSA Student Section to work with the Electronic Communication & Web Page Management Committee to review MSA’s
current use of social media and develop a proposal for enhanced use
of existing and emerging social media technologies by MSA.
Continued on following page
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The future of MSA is in its students, and postdocs, and based on their
dedication to the society, I am confident that the MSA is in good
hands. Congratulations to the MSA Students and get ready for committee assignments!

VII. Closing Remarks.
I am excited about the changes that we have initiated for Mycologia
and think that they place the society and the journal in a good position
for the future. I would encourage the society to think more aggressively about additional changes to Mycologia, including the move to
online only in the near future and expanded use of open access. These
developments seem inevitable and the sooner we act the more progressive and impactful the journal will be. That said I hope that we
continue to publish Mycologia as a journal that is distinct from other
mycological publications, while broadening its scope and content.
The decrease in MSA membership continues to be an area of concern.
The main advantage of being a member is discounted access to the
annual meeting, which continues to be a very high value event, and
access to Mycologia. I recommend that we consider the development
of additional value-added products (e.g., online workshops, online
mentorship sessions, etc.) that would be afforded only to members,
especially international members. The Mycological Society of America, like all scientific societies, is entering a new era that is defined less
by historical factors, such as access to journals, and more about the
scientific experience, collaborative and integrative science, rapid dissemination of tools and techniques for management of information,
and networking. This is an exciting time to be a mycologist and I am
particularly excited about our opportunity to maximize these experiences, especially with the participation and leadership from our students and postdocs.
The upcoming slate of MSA annual meetings is very exciting and I
encourage all MSA members to participate. I am especially excited
about IMC11 being hosted in Puerto Rico and ask that all MSA members plan to attend and contribute to the overall effort in any manner
possible.
I am very honored to have served as president of MSA for 2013-2014.
Like you, the MSA has afforded me many opportunities that significantly advanced my professional career. I encourage you all to serve
MSA when approached; it is a very rewarding experience. I would be
remiss by not acknowledging the support of Lori Carris, Executive
Vice President, and Jean Lodge, President-Elect. They have been
incredibly supportive of me, and more than patient with my erratic
responses to email. The MSA is in great hands.
Finally, I would like to share one brief story with you. At one of my
first MSA meetings, Georgia 1993, Richard Benjamin received the
Distinguished Mycologist Award. I had never met him before and I
never met him again. But in his acceptance speech he gave this very
heartfelt appreciation of MSA and all that it meant to him. He then
ended his speech with “Long Live the MSA”. As a young scientist it
had a big impact on me and still does to this day.
Long Live the MSA!
—Joey Spatafora

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT
Summary
I. MSA Committee Appointments for 2014-2015. II. MSA 2017
meeting in Athens, GA II. Letter-writing membership renewal campaign for lapsed members. III. MOP updates.

I. MSA Committee Appointments for 2014-2015.
I would first like to thank all the people who are rotating off a committee and all who have agreed to serve on a committee this year.
MSA members have been generous with their time in serving our society, and they do a fantastic job. A total of 32 MSA committees
required new volunteer assignments for 2014. Fourteen positions have

been filled by the individuals listed below; the volunteer Local
Arrangements Chairs for 2015 through 2018 are also listed.
Standing Committees:
Education – Andrew Methven
Education – José Pérez-Jimenez
International – Chair – Kevin Hyde
International – Maria P. Martin-Esteban
Membership – Andrew Wilson
Nomenclature – Andrew Minnis

Rotating Committees:
Mentor Student Travel Awards – Mahajabeen Padamsee
Student Awards – Heather Hallen-Adams
Karling Lecture – David Hibbett
Liaison with Amateur Mycological Societies and Clubs – David
Lewis
Nominations – Timothy J. Baroni
Program – Clark Ovrebo
Program – (understudy for 2015) Daniel Durall
Special Appointments
Awards Coordinator – Andrea Porras-Alfaro

MSA Local Arrangements Committees
Daniel Durall (2015) taking lead from Mary Berbee
Sharon A. Cantrell & D. Jean Lodge (2018 – IMC11 in Puerto Rico)

II. MSA 2017 meeting in Athens, Georgia, and this year’s meeting.
The MSA President Elect is an ex-officio member of the Program
Committee, and makes arrangements for the next unscheduled annual
meeting. Marin Talbott-Brewer agreed to be the Chair of the Local
Arrangements Committee for an MSA meeting in Athens GA in 2013.
We attempted to set up a joint or back-to-back meeting between MSA
and NAMA, but it is unlikely, except possibly holding a joint foray
with the local NAMA club from Atlanta. We have two choices of
venue:
The Georgia Center at the University of Georgia, (21-)22-25 July
2017
The Classic Center, a Convention Center in downtown Athens. It is
available all summer (so far) except for July 10-15.
Sharon Cantrell, a member of the Local Organizing Committee, recommends the Classic Center. There are numerous hotels in downtown
Athens, one across from the Classic Center. We can use dormitories
on campus, but they are about 0.75 miles from the Convention Center
(there are University busses, which we could potentially use). The
Georgia Center option would include buffet group meals. We are getting quotes.
III. Letter-writing campaign to encourage lapsed members to
renew.
One of the duties of the President-Elect is to recruit former MSA Presidents and members of Executive Council to assist the Program Committee in contacting lapsed members. We had fewer volunteers this
year (David Hibbett and Tom Bruns and me). At Tom Brun’s suggestion, and assistance in obtaining email addresses of lapsed members
from our Membership Chair, Andy Wilson, David Hibbett sent a blanket email to all lapsed members from former MSA Presidents in February. The letter was effective and showed up as a significant increase
in our renewals. Having learned from the previous year which month
was the most effective, we targeted the personal letter writing for
March/April, substituting our personal letters for the ones normally
sent out monthly by Allen Press. As noted in Andy Wilson’s report
from the Membership Committee, the campaign was successful and
we are almost back at last year’s membership numbers.
Continued on following page
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IV. Edits to the MSA MOP
The President-Elect is responsible for updating the Manual of Operations. Several aspects of society business were revised. The treasurer
responsibilities changed with the move to paying Allen Press for
active management and reconciliation of our various accounts (see
Treasurer’s report). As part of those changes, we have moved to an
annual January 1 to December 31 budget, and budgeting has changed
to a three-year projection. The Mycologia editorial management system has undergone a major change with the change from an Editor-inChief with Associate Editors to a more distributed leadership among
several lead editors (see report by President Joey Spatafora). The
Inoculum Editor, Julia Kerrigan, is moving publication of the newsletter to odd-numbered months. Lastly, the MSA has been transitioning
to a closer relationship with the Botanical Society of America with
regards to management of annual meeting registration and processing
of abstracts (the abstracts are actually processed by their outside
provider, but the submission web pages are managed by BSA). So far,
we have been very pleased with the BSA services because their meeting and abstract submission web pages closely match our own needs
so they needed little editing, and their service has been excellent,
though extracting the authors and addresses from the abstract database
proved challenging. More importantly, the overall costs to the MSA
should be reduced in real terms from reduced charges for computer
programming (i.e., not reinventing the wheel each year) and reduced
time and effort on the part of the Local Arrangements and Program
Committees.

I disapprove of the proposed changes to the MSA By-Laws
6.1%
Answered Question
Skipped Question
2.

—D. Jean Lodge

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT
Fall 2013 Ballot—Amendments to Bylaws
The following proposed changes to By-laws Articles IV and VI (i.e.,
create Executive Editor positions for Mycologia), which were prepared by Executive Vice President Carris with input from President
Spatafora and the MSA Council, were sent to Council on August 31,
2013 for approval. The motion was unanimously approved by Council.
Results of the Fall 2013 ballot are summarized in the following. Allen
Press sent 4 email invitations to 984 eligible voters with good email
addresses on file. Of the members invited to participate, 418 went to
the online ballot (42.5%). Of the 418 members that visited the online
ballot, 405 answered the question and 13 exited the ballot page without casting a vote. The proposed amendment was supported by 97.8%
(396) respondants and opposed by 2.2 (9) of them.

Spring 2014 Ballot—Elections and Amendments to Bylaws
The proposed changes to By-laws Articles IV (i.e., allow the formation of sections to advance special interests of MSA groups such as the
Student Section), VI (i.e., allow student and postdoctoral representatives on MSA committees) and X (i.e., remove the cap on the maximum number of living Honorary Members), were prepared by
Executive Vice President Carris with input from President Spatafora
and President Elect D. Jean Lodge. The proposed Spring By-laws
changes were approved unanimously by Council. In addition to the
proposed By-laws changes, the Spring ballot set up on Survey Monkey by Jeff Mercer at Allen Press also included the slate of candidates
for Vice President and 4 Councilors positions (see below). The Spring
2014 ballot By-Laws Amendment Changes were approved by over
92% of the members who voted as follows.
1.

By-Laws Amendment Change 1: Establishment of Special Sections. Background: The proposed change to MSA Bylaws will
allow the formation of sections to advance special interests of
MSA groups such as the Student Section. Sections will be
approved by MSA Council, will designate a chairperson to serve
on Council, and will prepare an annual report.

I approve of the proposed changes to the MSA By-Laws
93.8%
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By-Laws Amendment Change 2: Student and Postdoctoral Representatives on MSA Committees Background: The proposed
change to MSA Bylaws will allow the President-Elect to appoint
a student or postdoctoral member from the Student Section to
serve one-year terms on rotating and standing committees. The
committees suitable for student or postdoctoral member participation will be approved by Council vote and will be specified in
the Manual of Operations.

I approve of the proposed changes to the MSA By-Laws
93.4%
I disapprove of the proposed changes to the MSA By-Laws
6.6%
Answered Question
Skipped Question
3.

323
23
346
13

By-Laws Amendment Change 3: Limit to the Number of Honorary Members Nominated Each Year Background: Current
MSA By-laws limit the number of living Honorary Members to
35. As of 2013, there were 32 Honorary Members. The proposed
change would eliminate the maximum number of living Honorary Members, and instead specify that usually only one Honorary Member would be nominated each year.

I approve of the proposed changes to the MSA By-Laws
92.4%
I disapprove of the proposed changes to the MSA By-Laws
7.6%
Answered Question
Skipped Question
4.

21
345
14

317
26
343
16

By-Laws Amendment Change 4. Maximum Number of MSA
Fellows to be Elected Each Year. Background: The current MSA
By-laws limit the number of Fellows to 5% of the membership.
As of 2013, there were 39 Fellows and 1093 members. One to
five new Fellows have been nominated since 2001 when the
recognition was established. Naming a Fellow allows us to
express appreciation in a timely manner for people who fit the
criteria with “a solid record of mycological research, and/or successful teaching and development of teaching materials for
mycology, and/or significant service to the Society.” Typically,
the award recipients have served as editors, program chairs,
treasurers or secretaries. The proposed change would eliminate
the specified percentage and would restrict the number of Fellows elected in any year to a maximum of three.

I approve of the proposed changes to the MSA By-Laws
92.5%
I disapprove of the proposed changes to the MSA By-Law
7.5%
Answered Question
Skipped Question
I. Changes to Bylaws (Fall 2013 amendments in red):

320
26
346
13

ARTICLE IV. EDITORS, COMMITTEES, AND REPRESENTATIVES
(A) The President with approval of the Council shall appoint the Editor-in-Chief or Executive Editors of the official journal, the Managing
Editor of the journal and editors of other official Society publications.
People in early stages of their careers who lack job security should not
be appointed as an Editor-in-Chief or an Executive Editor, Managing
Continued on following page

Editor, or Newsletter Editor. The terms of office for the Editor-inChief, or an Executive Editor, and the Managing Editor shall be 5
years, with the possibility of renewal for one term. The Editor-inChief, or the Executive Editors, with approval of Council, shall
appoint associate editors for three-year terms, with the possibility of
one consecutive renewal. No associate editor shall serve for more than
6 consecutive years, although long-serving associate editors may be
appointed again after a lapse of two years. With approval of Council,
the Editor-in-Chief, or the Executive Editors, may replace Associate
Editors in the event they do not carry out their duties or abuse their
duties. The Newsletter Editor shall serve for a term of three years.
(H) Assignments, Ex Officio Committees
(5) Committee on Publication of Memorials. Ex officio committee
consisting of Editor-in-Chief, or Executive Editors, President, and
Historian. The committee insures that timely Memorials of recently
deceased members are published in the Society’s journal.

ARTICLE VI. PUBLICATIONS
The journal of the Society shall serve as its official outlet for disseminating mycological information. It shall also serve for the publication
of Memorials, reports on the audits of the Society, and any other items
deemed germane to the business of the Society by the Editor-in-Chief
or Executive Editors. The Society Newsletter shall publish short informal articles, meeting abstracts, Society notices, letters, and any other
material deemed appropriate by the Newsletter Editor. Book-length
monographs may be published as Mycologia Memoirs. Other publications may be authorized by the Council.

II. Proposed Changes to Bylaws (Spring 2014 amendments in red,
sections to eliminate designated by strikethrough):
Bylaws Amendment 1. Establishment of Special Sections

Background: The proposed change to MSA Bylaws will allow the
formation of sections to advance special interests of MSA groups such
as the Student Section. Sections will be approved by MSA Council,
will designate a chairperson to serve on Council, and will prepare an
annual report.

ARTICLE VI. COUNCIL
The Council shall consist of the President, President-Elect, Vice-President, Executive Vice President, Treasurer, the two preceding Past
Presidents, a Chairperson representing each Section, and eight Councilors, two from each of the following four subject areas: 1) Ecology/Pathology, 2) Systematics/Evolution, 3) Genetics/Molecular
Biology, and 4) Cell Biology/Physiology. The Council shall provide
effective and responsible guidance to the Society. Each member of the
Council must be an Individual Member of the Society. Councilors
shall serve for terms of two years.

ARTICLE X. SECTIONS
Sections such as an MSA Student Section may be organized to
advance the specific interests of MSA groups. Each Section and its
Bylaws must be approved by vote of Council. A Section will be represented on the Council by its Chairperson or by another elected official designated by the Chairperson. The Section elects its own officers
and shall present an annual report to MSA’s Executive Vice President.
Each shall be governed as specified in MSA’s Constitution and
Bylaws. All members of a section must be MSA members. If a section is inactive for two or more years, the Executive Vice President of
the MSA shall notify Council, and the section may be discontinued by
action of Council.
Bylaws Amendment 2. Student and Postdoctoral Representatives
on MSA Committees.

Background: The proposed change to MSA Bylaws will allow the
President-Elect to appoint a student or postdoctoral member from the
Student Section to serve one-year terms on rotating and standing com-

mittees. The committees suitable for student or postdoctoral member
participation will be approved by Council vote and will be specified in
the Manual of Operations.

ARTICLE IV. EDITORS, COMMITTEES, AND REPRESENTATIVES
(E) There shall be Rotating Committees for General Service —
Nominations, Program, the Karling Lecture, Endowment, and Liaison
with Amateur Mycological Clubs And Societies; Rotating Committees with Specific Expertise — Environmental Health and Medical
Mycology, Phytopathology, Ecology, Biodiversity, Culture Collections, Genetics and Cell Biology, and Fungal Conservation, and Rotating Committees for Awards — Student Awards, Mentor Travel
Awards, Research Awards, MSA Distinctions, Honorary Awards. The
Chair of a Rotating Committee is that member serving his/her final
year on the committee. The President-Elect may agree to appoint a student or postdoctoral researcher proposed by the Student Section to a
one-year term on a rotating committee. The student will not usually
serve as Chair. Committees suitable for student or postdoctoral
researcher participation will be based on Council vote and specified in
the Manual of Operations. Addition of a student or postdoctoral member will increase the number on the roster of the committee by one.
The most recent past-chair of a rotating committee retains ex officio,
non-voting status on the committee for one year to assure smooth transitions in committee leadership.
F) There shall be Standing Committees which deal with the following areas: Education, Finance, International Affairs, MSA Webpage
and Electronic Communication, Membership, and Nomenclature. The
President (or, where stipulated, Council) appoints the committee chair,
who serves as chair until the end of his or her term on the committee.
The President-Elect may agree to appoint a student or postdoctoral
researcher proposed by the Student Section to a one-year term on a
standing committee. The student will not usually serve as Chair. Committees suitable for student or postdoctoral researcher participation
will be based on Council vote and specified in the Manual of Operations. Addition of a student or postdoctoral member will increase the
number on the roster of the committee by one. The most recent pastchair of a standing committee retains ex officio, non-voting status on
the committee for one year to assure smooth transitions in committee
leadership.
Bylaws Amendment 3. Limit to the Number of Honorary Members Nominated Each Year

Background: Current MSA Bylaws limit the number of living Honorary Members to 35. As of 2013, there are 32 Honorary Members.
The proposed change would eliminate the maximum number of living
Honorary Members, and instead specify that usually only one Honorary Member would be nominated each year.

ARTICLE I. MEMBERSHIP
(H) Honorary Member: Distinguished, senior scientist with a long
record of significant contributions to the science of mycology and who
resides and works in a country other than the United States and
Canada. There will be no more than 35 living honorary members at
any time. Any member of the Society may submit nominations,
accompanied by a detailed documentation of the credentials of the
nominee, to the Committee on Honorary Awards. The Committee will
review the nominations and report its recommendations to the Council. The nomination must be ratified by a majority vote of the Council
by email poll. Honorary members shall have all of the privileges of an
individual member but shall not pay dues. New Honorary Members
will be immediately notified by the President to encourage their participation in the next MSA Annual Meeting and a notice of their election will be placed in the next Newsletter. An Honorary
Membership is usually awarded to one scientist per year. The
Continued on following page
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committee may choose to make no award(s) in any given year if
no satisfactory nominations are received.
Bylaws Amendment 4. Maximum number of MSA Fellows to be
elected each year.

Background: The current MSA Bylaws limit the number of Fellows to
5% of the membership. As of 2013, there were 39 Fellows and 1093
members. One to five new Fellows have been nominated since 2001
when the recognition was established. Naming a Fellow allows us to
express appreciation in a timely manner for people who fit the criteria
with “a solid record of mycological research, and/or successful teaching
and development of teaching materials for mycology, and/or significant
service to the Society.” Typically, the award recipients have served as
editors, program chairs, treasurers or secretaries. The proposed change
would eliminate the specified percentage and would restrict the number
of Fellows elected in any year to a maximum of three.
Article IV. EDITORS, COMMITTEES, AND REPRESENTATIVES
(7) Committees on Awards: Student Awards; Mentor Travel Awards;
Senior Research Awards; MSA Distinctions; Honorary Awards.
These committees solicit nominations and choose winners for the various awards and distinctions offered by the Society annually.
e)

Honorary Awards: 3 members, all past-presidents of MSA, each
serving a 3-year term. The committee calls for nominations,
screens, and recommends nominees for Honorary Membership
and the MSA Fellow Awards to Council. Nominees for Honorary
Membership are officially approved by majority of Council and
notified immediately by the MSA President, being encouraged to
attend the annual meeting at which they will be honored. MSA
Fellows are to be selected from members who have completed at
least 11 years of service after their PhD with no upper limit and
who are outstanding mycologists on the basis of one or more criteria: a solid record of mycological research, and/or successful
teaching and development of teaching materials for mycology,
and/or significant service to the Society. This is meant to recognize a core group of mid-career mycological achievers and outstanding MSA volunteers. Over the years, the total number of
MSA Fellows will not surpass 5% of the membership at any one
time. Usually, the number of Fellows elected in a year will be
three or fewer. The committee may choose to make no
award(s) in any given year if no satisfactory nominations are
received.

2014 MSA Council Nominations and Election
The MSA call for nominations for Vice President and 4 Councilors
was sent out on November 22, 2013 and nominations were accepted
through February 15, 2014. Jeff Mercer at Allen Press set up the
Spring ballot and sent an email invitation to eligible voters with good
email addresses on file notifying MSA membership that voting would
be open on Survey Monkey through midnight (Central Time) on May
16th. The candidate biographies and photos will be published in Inoculum to coincide with the Spring ballot. The 2014 MSA Spring election
results were received from Jeff Mercer on 19 May 2014 (359 MSA
members participated). The individuals elected are indicated in bold
below.
MSA Vice President Candidates (1-year term):
Georgiana May
Donald O. Natvig
MSA Councilor Candidates (2-year term)

Councilor Cell Biology & Physiology:
Terry W. Hill
Meritxell Riquelme
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Councilor Genetics and Molecular Biology:
Scott E. Baker
Stephen A. Rehner
Councilor Systematics and Evolution:
Kentaro Hosaka
Matthew E. Smith
Councilor Ecology and Pathology:
Marin Talbot Brewer
Matthew T. Kasson

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who participated in
this election and hope that that the candidates who were not elected
will be open to running for office in the future.
—Kerry O’Donnell

ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
The Executive Vice President’s Midyear Report, published in Inoculum [65 (2)], summarized activities from August 2013 to January
2014. A summary of activities since that time is as follows:
Conducted 11 email polls as follows:
2014-01—Executive Editor nomination for Keith Seifert
2014-02—Proposals from Special Expertise Committees (Phytopathology, Genetics & Cell Biology, Ecology and Environmental Health & Medical Mycology) to support
symposia at the 2014 annual meeting
2014-03—Discounted membership request
2014-04—Proposal from Special Expertise Committees (Culture Collections and Biodiversity) to support symposia at the 2014
annual meeting2014-05— Proposal from Special Expertise
Committee (Conservation) to support symposium at the
2014 annual meeting2014-06—Proposal for change in
Weston Award nominations to remove requirement that
the nominator be a member of MSA
2014-07—Proposed bylaws changes on number of Honorary Members and MSA Fellows
2014-08—Council approval of Honorary Member and MSA Fellow
nominations
2014-09—Request from Inoculum Editor to publish Inoculum on
odd-numbered months
2014-10—Discounted membership request
2014-11—Emeritus member request
Prepared 3 Executive VP columns for Inoculum (February, April and
June issues).
Worked with VP Kerry O’Donnell and Allen Press Association Manager Jeff Mercer to set up the Spring Ballot.
Worked with President Spatafora, President-Elect Lodge, VP O’Donnell, Program Chair Gerry Adams, Local Arrangements Co-Chairs
Frances Trail and Jonathon Walton, and Awards Coordinator Andrea
Porras-Alfaro on a variety of issues relating to the annual MSA meeting.
Sent out call for annual reports.
Responded to email and other inquiries addressed to MSA.
92 new members from 14 countries joined MSA in 2014 and will be
presented for approval by member vote at the Business Meeting
(Wednesday, June 11):
Argentina— Leopoldo Iannone, Romina Magali Sanchez
Australia— Toby Spribille
Brazil— Olinto Liparini Pereira Sr.
Canada— Ying Chang, Lina Mougharbel
Continued on following page

China— Lei Cai
Estonia— Maarja Öpik
France— Eric Podico
Japan— Hiroki Sato
Mexico— Isabel Corrales, Ernestina Castro Longoria, Fausto Martin
Villavicencio Sr.
Nigeria- Erute Magdalene Adongbede
Saudi Arabia— Ali H. Bahkali
Sweden— Samantha Fernandez-Brime
United Kingdom- Daniel Arthur Henk
United States— Troy Abercrombie, Steven Ahrendt, Davi Augusto
Aleida, Kevin Amses, Jennifer Apple, João Arújo, Jordan Bailey,
Anat Belasen, Michael Beug, Marsha Browne, Gwendolyn Casebeer,
Martin Chilvers, Natalie Christian, Thomas Crowther, Lauren
Czaplicki, Noland Deaver, Mara Demers, Jill Demers, Hung Kim
Doan, Damien Downes, Aileen Ferraro, Keith Garrett, Paris Hamm,
Christopher Hann-Soden, Brittany Hardy, Aleshia Johannsen, Lynnaun Johnson, Jennifer Jones, Zachary Kennedy, Joshua KielsmeierCook, Michael C. Kim, Matthew Kolp, Kaury Kucera, Louis Lamit,
Harold Larsen, Katy Lazarus, Marsha Lewis, Xiaofei Liang, Brian
Looney, Kristi Gdanetz MacCready, Margarita Marroquin-Guzman,
John M. Matuszak, Mark McGary, Monique McGraw, Inga Meadows, Taylor Murphy, Benjamin Nave, Daniel S. Newman, Christina
Nguyen, Keisuke Obase, Nina O’Malley, David Pawlowski, Rob
Powers, John Byron Ridenour, Donald W. Roberts, Jeffrey Rollins,
Christine E. Short, Jason Smith, Christopher W. Smyth, Zewei Song,
Bo Maxwell Stevens, Tarah Sullivan, Kara Thies, Danielle Churchill
Thomas, Nancy Tseng, Noelle Visser, Jennie Gwen Walstrom, Qiong
Wang, Jie Wang, Todd Ward, Claire Willing, Richard A. Wilson,
Stephen G. Wu, Hui-Ching Yang, Rui Zhang
2 members were approved by Council for Emeritus status since the
2013 annual report and will be presented for approval by member vote
at the Business Meeting:
Dr. David Porter, University of Georgia, Athens; MSA member
since 1963
Dr. Lorelei Norvell, Pacific Northwest Mycology Service and
Editor-in-Chief of Mycotaxon; MSA members since 1983.
The death of the following members was reported:
Dr. Yasu Hiratsaka (October 12, 2013)
Dr. Kenneth Cochran (May 17, 2014)

Table 1. Publication expenses incurred in FY2012, FY2013, 2 and FY2014 to 1 May
2014.
Publication Expenses
Total publication costs
(Inoculum, Allen Management and Mycologia)

FY 2014

FY 2013

FY2012**

$85,952.67

$321,631

$253,897.37

Inoculum
Management fees
Mycologia
Mycologia printing
Allen Track
Editorial office
Online Publication
# of issues per year
Cost per issue

$6,288.97
$16,344.42
$63,319.28
17,390.09
2,146.08
34,325.11
9,458.00
1. issues
NC

$6,342.45
$34,888.30
$280,400
145,772
5,713.76
104,116.94
24,797.65
6 issues
$46,733

$6,332.29
$36,261.78
$211,303.30
115,949.95
5,725
65,331.1
24,297.25
5 issues
$42,260

** Fiscal Year 2012 (August-July)

Membership:
As of May 1, 2014, the number of memberships for FY2014 is 992
which are lower when compared to same day FY2013 that was 1034.
The number of subscriptions is 586 for FY2014, lower than same day
for FY2013 that was 634. The number of memberships and subscriptions continue to exhibit a continual and gradual decline since 2002.
Table 2. Number of members and institutional subscription and income generated
from members and subscription in FY2002 to FY2013 and for FY2014 to 1 May 2014.
FY
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014*

Number of
Members
Subscriptions
1342
1295
1226
1232
1185
1199
1134
1139
1102
1107
1144
1096
992

804
757
774
763
729
724
713
680
648
613
568
691
586

Income $ from
Members
Subscriptions
90037
100305
94875
96277
101992
89971
83339
80834
77670
79058
80682
70330
NC

138325
126404
151671
156574
142756
170910
197282
211317
212087
203291
196694
180851
NC

*this fiscal year to 05/01/2014)
—Lori Carris

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER
Meeting, Awards and Symposia finances:
For the 2014 MSA annual meeting in East Lansing, MI, $5500 were
awarded for 11 Mentor Student Travel Awards at $500 each (Alexopoulos, Bigelow, Butler, Denison, Gilbertson, Korf, Kramer, Luttrell, Miller, and Trappe); and $20,000 for 14 research awards
(Alexopoulos Prize $1,000; Backus $1,000; Bartnicki-Garcia $500;
Forest Fungal Ecology Graduate $5,000 for four awards at $1250
each; Forest Fungal Ecology Post-Doctoral $5,000 for two awards at
$2500 each; NAMA $2,000; MSA Graduate Fellowship ($4,000 for
two awards at $2,000 each); Undergraduate Research $500 and
Rogerson Awards $1,000). An anonymous contribution of $10000 for
the Forest Fungal Ecology Award in 2014 was received. A total of
$6,500 of MSA funds was allocated to support symposia. Approximately 9,500 of external funds are being used to support symposia.
Also, approximately $4500 was obtained from external contributions.
Funds of $1,200 were allocated to pay for the student section social.
Publication finances:
As of May 1, 2014, publication expenses for FY2014 were $85,952.67
(Inoculum $6288.97, Mycologia $63,319.28, Allen Press Management $16,344.42). The editorial assistant salary continues to be paid to
The University of New Mexico and reflect payments of $33,640.11.
The total incomes generated as of May 1, 2014 from Mycologia were
$72,276.20.

Fig. 1 Trend in Members and subscriptions numbers from 2004 to
May 1, 2014 and memberships and subscriptions demographics.
Continued on following page
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Statistics Reports (as of Jan. 22, 2014)
Table 3. Number of members by category from FY2009 to 1 May 2014.
Description

Rate

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

Associate Member Worldwide
Complimentary Member Worldwide Online Only
Discounted Membership Online Only
Emeritus Member Worldwide Print&Online
Emeritus Member Worldwide No Journal
Emeritus Member Worldwide Online Only
Additional Family Member (each)
Additional Family Member (each) Old Rate
Honorary Member Worldwide Print&Online
Honorary Member Worldwide No Journal
Honorary Member Worldwide Online Only
Lifetime Member Worldwide Print&Online
Lifetime Member Worldwide Print&Online
Life Member Worldwide Online Only
Life Member Worldwide Online Only
Post-Doctoral Member Worldwide Online Only
Regular Member Worldwide Print&Online
Regular Member Worldwide Online Only
Student Member Worldwide Print&Online
Student Member Worldwide Online Only
Sustaining Member Worldwide Print&Online
Sustaining Member Worldwide Online Only
Total

1YR
1YR
1YR
1YR
1YR
1YR
1YR
1YR
LIFE
LIFE
1YR
1YR
LIFE
1YR
LIFE
1YR
1YR
1YR
1YR
1YR
1YR
1YR

28
1

22

53

26

17

17

1

1

53
114
3

50
112
1

48
112
4

48
112
2

120
51
2

124
32
2

6
24
2

3
25
1

3
22

3
22

26

11

4

16

1
70

1
72

2
74

77

65
3
6
49

604
63
140
20
10

576
70
135
24
10

544
80
130
26
9

538
101
166
46
8

71
3
1
16
1
594
1
180

1139

1102

1107

1149

8
1096

3
992

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

10

11

2

1

3
1
2

2

489
174

Table 4. Mycologia subscriptions by category from FY2009 to 1 May 2014.
Rate

Code

Description

Institution
MEMBER
MEMBER
Agency
Institution
LIST
MEMBER
Agency
Institution
MEMBER
Agency
Institution
LIST
MEMBER
Agency
Institution
Agency
Institution
LIST
MEMBER
Total

WCOMP
MCOMP
NNAP
NUSCNB
NUSCNB
NUSCNP
NUSCNP
NUSB
NUSB
NAP
USCNB
USCNB
USCNP
USCNP
USB
USB
WO
WO
WP
WP

Complimentary Worldwide Sub Print
Member Complimentary Sub Print
Non-North America Sub Print
Non-United States/Canada Print&Online
Non-United States/Canada Print&Online
Non-United States/Canada Sub Print
Non-United States/Canada Sub Print
Non-United States Sub Print&Online
Non-United States Sub Print&Online
North America Sub Print
United States/Canada Print&Online
United States/Canada Print&Online
United States/Canada Sub Print
United States/Canada Sub Print
United States Sub Print&Online
United States Sub Print&Online
Worldwide Sub Online
Worldwide Sub Online
Worldwide Sub Print
Worldwide Sub Print
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131
25

121
24

98
23

79
16

1
76
12
6

54
10
36
7
2
1
184
5
37
23

395
11
98
10

341
15
134
11

295
16
169
10

262
8
192
11

680

657

613

569

233
8
211
12
117
9
691

215
10
586

Endowment Finances:
The endowment fund amounts are presented below. During this current FY2014, $1,498 in funds was contributed to the Mentor Travel
Award Funds and $575 to the Research Funds. Contributions to the
Uncommitted Endowment were $1,415. Nine of the 17 mentor travel
awards and all Mentor Research awards except for the Undergraduate
Research Award, have funds of $10,000 or more. For FY2013 the
endowment increased $10,380.50 and for this current FY2014
$3,140.41. Total endowment funds are $638,327.
Table 5. Endowment donations by travel and research award up to Jan 1, 2014.
Fund name
Constantine J. Alexopoulos Travel Fund
Alma W. Barksdale/ John P. Raper
Travel Fund
Howard E. Bigelow Travel Fund
Margret Barr Bigelow Travel Fund
Edward E. Butler Travel Fund
William C. Denison Travel Fund
Harry Morton Fitzpatrick Travel Fund
Fuller/Emerson/Whisler Travel Fund
R. L. Gilbertson Travel Fund
Richard P. Korf Travel Fund
Charles Kramer Travel Fund
Everett S. Luttrell Travel Fund
Orson K. Miller Travel Fund
Harry D. Thiers Travel Fund
James M. Trappe Travel Fund
Francis A. Uecker Travel Fund
Kenneth Wells Travel Fund

Totals as of
Jan 1

Contributions
Jan 1-April 30

Totals as
of May 1

11052

75

11127

5804
10043
11126
9472
11934
8318
7496
11085
9485
10164
12326
22644
8107
9828
5325
4700

20

150
295
125
178
410
25

5824
10043
11226
9482
11944
8318
7496
11085
9585
10164
12476
22939
8232
10006
5735
4725

168909

118398

287307

18789
28618

35
10

18824
28628

56973
10522
24088
25869
10287
14694
3555

100
40
40
100
50
200

56973
10622
24128
25909
10387
14744
3755

Total Mentor Research Funds
Total Restricted Endowment
Uncommitted Endowment

193,395
362,304
248,196

575
2073
1415

193,970
364,377
249,611

Total Endowment

607,273

3488

610,761

Total Mentor Travel Funds
Constantine J. Alexopoulos Prize Fund
Myron P. Backus Award Fund
George W. Martin/ Gladys E. Baker
Research Fund
John Rippon Graduate Research Award
Clark T. Rogerson Fund
Alexander H. & Helen V. Smith Fund
John S. Karling Annual Lecture Fund
Saloman Bartnicki-Garcia Research Fund
Undergraduate Research Award

100
10
10

100

General issues
In April 15, 2014, a total of $80,000 has been transferred from the US
Bank and $200,000 from the Wells Fargo Operating accounts to the
Wells Fargo Endowment Account. The Society will implement a new
system for credit card transactions during the auction, which should
facilitate the processing. A three year budget (2014-2016) has been
prepared. The Society received funds of $11,843.88 from JSTOR for
our 2013 revenue share payment.
—Sharon A. Cantrell

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE
Based on spreadsheets supplied by Allen Press, the MSA Endowment
accounts received a total of $3488.00 from January to April, 2014,
bringing the total amount of donations from August 2013 to April
2014 to $10,150. The contributions were distributed among the
accounts as follows:
Award
Uncommitted Endowment Donation
Uecker Mentor Travel Donation
Orson Miller Mentor Travel
Undergraduate Award
Trappe Mentor Travel Donation
Luttrell Mentor Travel Donation
Thiers Mentor Travel Donation
Karling
Korf Mentor Travel Donation
Margaret E Barr Bigelow Travel Fund
Rippon
Alexopoulos Mentor Travel Donation
S. Bartnicki Garcia Research Student Research Award Fund
Clark Rogerson Award Donation
Smith award
Alexopoulos Prize
Wells Mentor Travel Donation
Barksdale Raper
Backus
Butler Mentor Travel Donation
Denison Mentor Travel Donation
Totals

# Donations

Total

7
4
5
2
5
2
2
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1

1415
410
295
200
178
150
125
100
100
100
100
75
50
40
40
35
25
20
10
10
10

43

3488

Fund totals are available in the Treasurer’s Report. The Forest Fungal
Ecology Award is not included here since it is not considered an
Endowment Account. Funds that are not mentioned here did not
receive donations during this time period. Most of the donations were
received in January and March, coinciding with membership renewals
at the beginning of the calendar year and the due date for abstracts and
early registration for the annual meeting. A total of 38 members made
donations during this period, often splitting their donation among several different accounts. This brings the total number of donors from
August 2013 to April of 2014 to 78. All donors have received thankyou letters. I have donated postage and office supplies to cover the cost
of thank-you letters.
To date, a very large number of items have been received for the MSA
auction for the annual meeting. Treasurer Cantrell has made accommodation with Allen Press for the use of credit cards, as well as checks
and cash, for auction payments although MSA members will need to
have their MSA user names and id’s available for payment by credit
card. MSA members will be notified of this by blast email in early
June. The Chair is still looking for auctioneers but will resolve this
before the auction.
One concern was brought to the Chair by an MSA member who has
been very generous in the past, and who was one of the founding
members of the Martin-Baker award. This fund is the largest of the
endowment funds and currently has a balance of $56,973. The member was concerned that the value of the award has actually gone down
over the past few years to $2000 from $2500. She feels that this
amount is not enough to motivate busy young professors to apply for
the award, especially with the shrinkage of the dollar in recent years.
She also feels that the criteria of the award should be expanded so that
it can be offered to young scientists who are 10 years past the PhD
instead of 5 since so many graduates do post-doctoral studies for many
years after receiving their degrees. To support her concerns, I learned
that there were no applicants for this award in 2014. She has pledged
a contribution of $500 in order for the award to be brought up to
$2500, or even $3000, for 2015. She realizes that the principle of the
endowment funds cannot be touched and that the endowment funds
Continued on following page
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are in low interest accounts, but she hopes that this contribution will
impress Council with the importance of amending this award to make
it valued again in order to honor its Drs. Martin and Baker. I therefore
make the following proposals to Council:
Proposal 1. The value of the Martin-Baker award will be raised to a
minimum of $2500 in 2015.
Proposal 2. The criteria for selection of candidates will be amended
to include young professors who have received their PhD within the
past 10 years.
—Jessie A. Glaeser (Chair), Don Hemmes,
John Taylor, Karen Hughes

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
The total market value of the MSA Investment Portfolio with Wells
Fargo Advisors as of May 30, 2014, is $1,131,417.67, an increase
from $1,009,815.43 on June 30, 2013. Assets in the Endowment
Account are now $920,833.07 and assets in the Operating Account are
currently at $210,584.60. As of June 30, 2013, the values of the two
accounts were $614,548.15 and $395,267.28 respectively. The MSA
portfolio is set up as two separate accounts, the Operating Account and
the Endowment Account. Monies are invested in the following percentages for each account as of May 31, 2014. In the Operating
Account the funds are apportioned currently as 36.54% in Cash and
63.46% in Mutual Funds. For the Endowment Account the funds are
distributed as 68.96% in Cash, and 31.03% in Mutual Funds.
The Society’s finances remain stable with some growth in both the
Endowment and Operating Accounts although proportions of cash to
mutual funds is less than idea in each account and the lack of bonds or
other counter cyclical investment vehicle to balance the equity market
is problematic. Interest rates on CDs continue to remain very low for
6-month, 1-year or even 2-year certificates. Interest rates available no
better for US Treasury Notes.
Wells Fargo Advisors (WF) has proposed moving to an actively managed securities portfolio similar to those held by college and hospital
endowments, charging an approximately 1% flat fee paid quarterly.
Investing directly in securities would allow the Society to avoid
mutual fund fees and WF would take on the role of fiduciary for the
Society. The WF advisor would supervise a team of investment managers, each specializing in an appropriate investment type. Although
current mutual funds are relatively conservative, they are heavily
weighted in “large-cap” companies, which is out of line with the Society’s needs for conservative income/investment management and each
is managed by a single fund manager. Moving to an actively managed
portfolio spread across a number of market segments and investment
types will lower the exposure of risk of a single bad decision by an
account manager.
—Lisa A Castlebury (Chair),
Jim Worrall, Georgiana May

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
IMC 10 Bangkok:

Country

Award US $

André Luiz Firmino
Ko-Hsuan Chen
Matthew Nelsen
Meiriele da Silva
Marisol Sánchez-García
Virginia Ramírez Cruz
Thomas S. Jenkinson

Brazil
USA
USA
Brazil
USA
México
USA

500
500
500
500
500
500
500

Latin Amercan Meeting:
Catalina Salgado-Salazar

USA

500

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
This year’s drive to reach out and appeal to lapsed members was a collaborative process that involved contributions from MSA leadership
including Jean Lodge, David Hibbett, and Tom Bruns. Between the
months of January and April, this leadership, as well as the MSA membership committee, divided the lapsed members list amongst themselves
in order to personally appeal to those on the list about how important
their membership is to supporting the MSA, as well as to remind them
about the registration deadline for this year’s MSA meeting.
Overall, these efforts have been successful since the lapsed member’s
list was reduced by nearly 350 people between the months of January
to May of this year. There remain a number of names on the lapsed
members list (over 500). However, this list includes instances of a few
duplicate names, former members that have left mycology, former
members that cannot renew for various reasons, and lapsed members
who have already indicated their intention of renewing.
At the time of this report, the total number of MSA members is at 1011.
This is 85 off last year’s total, and 138 off of 2012’s numbers. Ideally,
this year’s membership will rise as it incorporates the lapsed members
who indicated their intent on renewing. Also there is time remaining this
year to encourage new membership from colleagues and students. The
International Mycological Congress will also present an opportunity for
the MSA to reach out to and international audience.
So, as we all work to pursue our interests in mycology please consider
ways in which you can help increase membership in the MSA. Our
field relies on our capacity to communicate the value of scientific
research in Fungi to the rest of the world, and this cannot be done without an organization such as the MSA whose lifeblood is membership
support.
—Andrew Wilson (Chair), Suzanne Joneson,
Marin Talbot-Brewer, Ignacio Carbone

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MYCOLOGICAL
DISTINCTIONS COMMITTEE
The Mycological Distinctions Committee awarded the following
MSA awards, details of which were published in the Inoculum 65(4).
The Distinguished Mycologist Award
Dr. Charles W. Bacon, Research Leader, Toxicology and
Mycotoxin Research, USDA-ARS, Athens, Georgia
The Distinguished Mycologist Award
Dr. Rytas Vilgalys, Professor, Department of Biology, Duke
University, Durham, North Carolina
C. J. Alexopoulos Prize
Dr. Jason E. Stajich, Associate Professor, Department of Plant
Pathology and Microbiology, University of California, Riverside
William H. Weston Award for Excellence in Teaching
Dr. Thomas R. Horton, Associate Professor, Department of
Environmental and Forest Biology, State University of New
York, Syracuse
The Mycological Distinctions Committee awarded the following
International Mycological Association award, details of which are
published in this Inoculum issue under Member News.
Arthur Henry Reginald Buller Medal, Young Mycologist Award
Dr. Peter G. Kennedy, Department of Plant Biology, University
of Minnesota, St. Paul
—Tom Bruns (Chair), Louise Glass, Francois Lutzoni,
Christopher Schardl, David Hibbett

—Kevin Hyde (Chair), K. Martin Ryberg,
Maria Alice Neves, Manfred Binder
Continued on following page
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HONORARY
AWARDS COMMITTEE
The MSA Executive Vice President informed the committee that a
bylaws change will be proposed this spring limiting the number of
new Honorary Members to one per year and removing the 5% cap on
Fellows but limit the number to three or fewer per year. We followed
those guidelines this year.
Recommendations:
The Committee received three nominations. We are unanimous in our
recommendation of Lynne Boddy as the 2014 MSA Honorary Member. We were impressed with her strong record of leadership in
Mycology worldwide. Her research on interspecific interactions,
beginning with her postdoctoral work with Alan Rayner, has had a
transformative impact on mycology. Boddy’s wide ranging interests in
biological network architecture, climate change impacts on phenology
and soil community function, interactions between fungi and soil animals, the link between community structure and function, and microbial community development as well as interspecific fungal
interactions, puts her work in a far broader context than that of most
mycologists. Additionally she has been active promoting the public
understanding of science.
The nomination package for Dr. Boddy was sent to the Executive Vice
President on March 19, 2014.
The Committee received three complete nominations for MSA Fellow: Marc Cubeta, Lafayette Frederick, and Brian Shaw. We are unanimous in our recommendation that all three nominees be MSA
Fellows. Cubeta has a strong publication record with a substantial
impact on our understanding of the population biology and genetics of
Rhizoctonia, is an active member of the MSA, taking on many important leadership roles, and he is a well-respected, sought-after teacher
and mentor. Frederick has been a long standing member of the MSA
and has contributed substantially to bringing mycology to under-represented members of the MSA. He has been a tireless mentor illustrated by his attending the 2013 meeting with students even as he has
reached his tenth decade. Shaw has had a significant influence in the
molecular and cellular mechanisms of cell growth and morphogenesis,
he is an accomplished teacher, and served the MSA in many capacities.
Suggestion: Currently only a letter of nomination is required to nominate a member as an MSA Fellow. The Honorary Awards Committee
suggests that a curriculum vita (strategically obtained) be strongly recommended as part of the Fellow package.
—Mary E. Palm (Chair), David Hibbett,
Meredith Blackwell

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE RESEARCH
AWARDS COMMITTEE
The 2014 Research Awards Committee comprised Betty Strack,
David Geiser, Peter Kennedy, Jolanta Miadlikowska, Ning Zhang
(Chair), and Teresa Pawlowska (ex officio). The committee received
18 applications for the student awards administered. After careful consideration, we selected the following award recipients:
Clark T. Rogerson Student Research Award ($1000)
Tim O’Connor, University of Arizona: “Role of obligate fungal
symbionts in the adaptive radiation of galling insects
(Cecidomyiidae).”
Salomon Bartnicki-Garcia Award ($500)
Daniel Raudabaugh, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: “Effects of elevated carbon dioxide on fresh water detrital
fungal, particularly the effects of pH and CO2-induced detrital
nutritional/structural changes on gene expression”
Forest Fungal Ecology Research Awards—Students (four awards,
$1250 each)
Justin Shaffer, University of Arizona: “Sordariomycetes associated with the seeds of neotropical trees: Do endohyphal bacte-

ria influence the outcome of seed-fungus interactions?”
Natalie Christian, Indiana University: “Development of tropical
fungal endophyte communities”
Seth Kauppinen, UC Berkeley: “Structuring of foliar endophytic fungal communities by distance, habitat and host phylogeny in the lowland tropical tree genus Protium, and analyzes
the ecological correlates of fungal community variation?
Ben Waitman, UC Davis: “Does ectomycorrhizal enzyme function mediate forest resilience in response to atmospheric N deposition?”
Postdoctoral Forest Fungal Ecology Research Awards (two awards,
$2500 each)
Sara Branco, UC Berkeley
Linda van Diepen, Univ. New Hampshire
No applications were received for the Martin-Baker Award, John W.
Rippon Research Award, and Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith
Research Award.

—Ning Zhang (Chair)

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MENTOR STUDENT
TRAVEL AWARDS COMMITTEE
Below is our list of awardees with the mentor in whose name each
award is being given in parentheses.
Nguyen, Hai, University of Ottawa (Orson K. Miller Award)
Dean, Sarah, University of New Mexico (William C. Denison
Award)
Lazarus, Katy, University of Florida (Edward E. Butler Award)
Mujic, Alija, Oregon State University (James M. Trappe Award)
Looney, Brian, Earlham College (Howard E. Bigelow Award)
Lee, Samantha, Rutgers University (Everett S. Luttrell Award)
David, Aaron, University of Minnesota (Richard P. Korf Award)
Knudson, Alicia, Clark University (Robert L. Gilbertson Award)
Koch, Rachel, Purdue University (Orson K. Miller Award)
Seelan, Jaya, Clark University (Charles Kramer Award)
Vandegrift, Roo, University of Tennessee (Constantine J. Alexopoulos Award)
—Melissa McCormick (Chair), Matias Cafaro,
Brian Perry, Scott Bates

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STUDENT
AWARDS COMMITTEE
The committee received 11 applications for the student awards administered. All met the listed requirements to apply for these awards. After
careful consideration, we selected the following award recipients:
MSA Graduate Fellowship 1 ($2000) - Hai Nguyen (University
of Ottawa)
MSA Graduate Fellowship 2 ($2000) - Sydney Glassman (University of California, Berkeley)
NAMA Memorial Fellowship Award ($2000) Marisol Sánchez-García (University of Tennessee)
Myron P. Backus Award ($1000) - Jessie Uehling (Duke University)
Undergraduate Award - Todd Elliot (Warren Wilson College)
—Antonio Izzo (Chair), Julia Kerrigan,
Tim James, Tom Horton

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE KARLING
ANNUAL LECTURE COMMITTEE
The Karling Lecture Committee (KLC) held discussions via email in
November, 2013, and decided to invite Dr. Bruce McDonald as the
2014 Karling Lecturer. The invitation was approved by MSA council,
and Dr. Pringle contacted Dr. McDonald in January, 2014. Dr.
McDonald accepted our invitation and is set to speak at the meeting in
East Lansing, Michigan.
—Anne Pringle (Chair), Joseph Heitman,
Antonis Rokas
Continued on following page
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
In late October the Nominating Committee was polled by the chair to
provide a list of names of potential nominees; names suggested last
year were included with newly suggested names for the list. After several rounds of discussion and polling, a short list of nominees was
compiled for each of the four Council positions and Vice President.
The prioritized list was sent to the Vice President Kerry O’Donnell so
that the committee and membership slates could be reconciled with the
membership choices taking precedence. Backup names also were provided in case a nomination was not accepted. The final ballot containing the committee slate was prepared by the Vice President to be sent
to the membership.
—Meredith Blackwell (Chair), Mary Berbee,
Rytas Vilgalys, Tom Bruns

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BIODIVERSITY COMMITTEE
Members of the Biodiversity Committee were involved in a number of
activities promoting understanding & research on diversity of fungi.
Research by committee members resulted in a number of academic
publications, including:
Dahlberg, A. Bültmann, H., Cripps, C.L., Eyjólfsdóttir, G., Gulden,
G., Kristinsson, and Zhurbenko, M. 2013. Chapter 10 Fungi:
Global Assessment of Fungi and Lichens in Arctic Ecosystems.
Pp. 303-319. In: Status and Trends in Arctic Biodiversity. Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna. Publication. Pp. 688.
Dentinger, B.T.M. (2014). Pterula nudihortus Dentinger sp. nov.,
Pterula velohortus Dentinger sp. nov. Index Fungorum no. 98
(http://www.indexfungorum.org/Publications/Index%20Fungorum%20no.98.pdf)
Dentinger, B.T.M. (2013). Boletus bainiugan Dentinger sp. nov.,
Boletus meiweiniuganjun Dentinger sp. nov., Boletus shiyong
Dentinger sp. nov. Index Fungorum no. 29 (http://www.indexfungorum.org/Publications/Index%20Fungorum%20no.29.pdf)
Baltazar, J.M., Ryvarden, L. and Gibertoni, T.B. 2014. Diplomitoporus (Polyporales, Basidiomycota) in Brazil revisited. Mycological Progress 13(2):313-319.
Halbwachs H., B.T.M. Dentinger, A.P. Detheridge, P. Karasch, G.W.
Griffith. (2013). Hyphae of waxcap fungi colonise plant roots.
Fungal Ecology 6:487-492.
Halling R.E., D.E. Desjardin, N. Fechner, D. Arora, K. Soytong,
B.T.M. Dentinger. (2014, in press). New porcini (Boletus sect.
Boletus) from Australia and Thailand. Mycologia.
Henkel TW, Husbands D, Bonito GM, Vilgalys R, Smith ME. (2013)
New species of Xerocomus (Boletales) from the Guiana Shield,
with notes on their mycorrhizal status and fruiting occurrence. Mycologia. 105: 422–435. DOI: 10.3852/12-146
Hustad, V.P., A.N. Miller, B.T.M. Dentinger, P.F. Cannon. (2013).
Generic circumscriptions in Geoglossomycetes. Persoonia 31:
101–111.
Moeller, H. V., K. G. Peay, and T. Fukami. (in press). Ectomycorrhizal fungal traits reflect environmental conditions along a
coastal California edaphic gradient. FEMS microbiology ecology.
Smith ME, Gryganskyi A, Bonito G, Nouhra E, Moreno-Arroyo B,
Benny G (2013) Phylogenetic analysis of the
genus Modicella reveals an independent evolutionary origin of
sporocarp-forming fungi in the Mortierellales. Fungal Genetics
and Biology. 61: 61-68
Smith ME, Schell KJ, Castellano MA, Trappe JM (2013) The enigmantic truffle Fevansia aurantiaca is an ectomycorrhizal member
of the Albatrellus lineage. Mycorrhiza. 23: 663-668
Talbot, J. M., T. D. Bruns, J. W. Taylor, D. P. Smith, S. Branco, S. I.
Glassman, S. Erlandson, R. Vilgalys, H. L. Liao, M. E. Smith,
and K. G. Peay. (2014). Endemism and functional convergence
across the North American soil mycobiome. Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America.

Members also contributed to public outreach through a number of
outlets.
Juliano M. Baltazar participated in the IV Rick Foray - Incursões
Micológicas on 15 and 16 February 2014, in Florianópolis,
Brazil.
Bryn Dentinger gave a lecture “The ancient and diverse fungal-plant
symbioses” on 03 March 2014 to the Kew Mutual Improvement
Society (London, UK).
Bryn Dentinger, Paul Cannon, and Laura Martinez-Suz gave a workshop to ~25 malagasy students and botanists on fungal diversity
and sampling methods for fungal and mycorrhizal surveys on 07
March 2014 at the California Academy of Sciences center in
Antananarivo, Madagascar.
On March 28-29 2014, Kabir Peay collaborated with members of the
Bay Area Mycological Society (David Rust, Debbie Veiss) &
Else Vellinga (UC Berkeley) to help survey fungal diversity in
Golden Gate National Recreation Area during the National Geographic Society & National Park Service joint sponsored all
species inventory, or BioBlitz. Mycological survey leaders
brought small groups of volunteers from the general public,
including some ‘youth ambassadors’ to help look for fungi in
Muir Woods National Monument. A total of 110 species of fungi
and lichens were recorded and logged using the iNaturalist app
for mobile devices. Total public participation in the BioBlitz all
species inventory was estimated above 2,700.
Bryn Dentinger and Ester Gaya contributed a talk titled “Tales from
the crypt: from the fungarium to phylogenomics” to a special
symposium on Collections-based research in the genomic era
(http://www.linnean.org/Meetings-and-Events/Past+Events/Collections-based+research+in+the+genomic+era) held at the Linnean Society of London on 02-03 April, 2014.
Cathy Cripps contributed a talk and held a workshop for the Montana
Native Plants Society on “The Edible Mushrooms in Montana”,
April 5, 2013.
A television program “The Magic of Mushrooms” featuring Bryn
Dentinger aired on BBC4 on 28 April 2014.
The FLAS fungi collection hosted several visiting researchers, including: Alberto Narvaez (Ph.D. Student focused on Agaricus, Instituto de Ecologia, Jalapa, Mexico); Dr. Otto Miettinen (faculty
researcher, Finnish Museum of Natural History Helsinki);
Naveed Davoodian (Ph.D. Student focused on Gyroporus,
New York Botanical Garden); Dr. Ronald Petersen (faculty
emeritus, studies of Strobilomyces, University of Tennessee); Dr.
Emily Cantonwine (faculty, Valdosta State University, Georgia).
Members of the Biodiversity Committee and MSA continue to contribute to the Macrofungi Collection Consortium. This project is
an ambitious attempt by 35 institutions in 24 states to digitize
their mycological collections and make them easily accessible
online through MycoPortal (http://mycoportal.org/). Currently
there are 1,647,429 specimens that are searchable through MycoPortal.
—Kabir Peay (Chair), Juliano Baltazar,
Matt Smith, Bryn Dentinger

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE
The MSA Collections Committee held no formal meeting. Members
of the committee met variously (at APS, ECFG and other venues) and
agreed to support the activities of the US Culture Collection Network
(www.usccn.org). The USCCN is engaging the 1000 Fungal Genomes
program along with other genome programs at the Fall 2014 meeting
of the USCCN at UC Davis in September.
—Kevin McCluskey, Daniel Lindner, Andy Miller

Continued on following page
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ECOLOGY COMMITTEE
Since the August MSA meeting in Austin, TX members of the Ecology Committee have been part of the following activities:
Chair Hynson is Guest editing a special issue of Fungal Ecology with
articles authored by presenters in the 2013 special MSA symposium “Fungal Ecology Beyond Boundaries: from communities to
the globe.”
Committee members Hynson and Amend organized the first fungal
foray at Koke’e State park in Kauai for undergraduates from University of Hawaii (UH) Manoa Botany Department
Amend and Hynson also developed a new graduate-level course: The
ecology of fungal symbiosis at UH Manoa
Amend and Hynson presented research on fungal ecology at the
Hawaiian Ecosystems meetings in Hilo, HI and for the UH
Manoa’s National Astrobiological Institute and Department of
Geography. As well as the 33rd New Phytologist Symposium in
Zurich, Switzerland.
The Amend and Hynson labs developed a logo for Hawaii mycology
inspired by MSA 2005 in Hilo. (see below)
Professor Emeritus Don Hemmes came to UH Manoa and gave the
Botany/Biology Departmental Seminar and spoke with the
undergraduate class “Natural History of the Hawaiian Island” on
Hawaiian Fungi.
Continuing in the steps of Don Hemmes, Dennis Desjardin and others,
the Hynson lab at UH Manoa is collecting, cataloging, and
sequencing the fungi of Hawaii.
—Nicole Hynson (Chair), Christopher Crabtree,
Anthony Amend, Erik Hobbie

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GENETICS
AND CELL BIOLOGY COMMITTEE
The only business conducted by the Genetics & Cell Biology Committee was the approval to donate $500 in support of the Secondary
Metabolites Symposium for the 2014 Annual Meeting.
—Al Torzilli (Chair), Scott Baker,
Li-Jun Ma, Randy Berka

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
PHYTOPATHOLOGY COMMITTEE
In September 2013, Eric Boehm recused himself from the chairmanship of the Phytopathology Committee. André Lévesque accepted the
chair position of Eric ending in 2014 and Robert Marra graciously
accepted to join the committee and move into André’s former position. Gretchen Kuldau (2012-2016) and Barry Prior (2013-17) remain
in the same positions. The committee was unanimous in fully supporting the symposium entitled “Molecular mechanisms of adaptation
to host and environment” for the 2014 Annual Meeting.
—André Lévesque (Chair)

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STUDENT SECTION
Part I: June 2013 – December 2013 Year in Review
1. Bylaws—Student Bylaws were ratified by a student member-wide
vote (174 student members in 2013), in November 2013.
2. Elections for 2013—Elections for 2013 were conducted in October
2013 by student member-wide vote. Positions filled:
Chair: Mia Maltz
Vice-Chair: Danny Haelewaters
Secretary: Jessie Uehling
Treasurer: Samantha Lee
Communication Chair: Catharine Adams
3. MSA 2013 in Austin—The MSA Student Section had a mixer,
board meeting, and presented a poster in the poster session at the
Austin MSA meeting. We sold t-shirts and stickers to promote awareness of the section. In addition, we received a $964 donation from the
MSA auction.

2013 T-shirt Sale
MSA-SS Sticker
Donations to MSA-SS
Total

$1003.00
$96.00
$1064.00
$2163.00

Part II: January 2014 to June 2014
4. Communication
Newsletters were sent to MSA students to inform or remind them
about relevant information, (e.g., upcoming elections, bylaw ratification, symposium topic selection, T-shirt pre-orders)
The Student Section published two articles in the December 2013 and
April 2014 issues of Inoculum, written by the Communication
Chair, and fine-tuned and approved by the Executive Board. In
addition, a small image was submitted to the January issue of
Inoculum, announcing the new student Executive Board.
Student Section used #MSA_APS2013 for the 2013 APS-MSA Joint
Meeting in Austin to build momentum and foster communication
among conference attendees, as well as with MSA students
unable to attend this meeting. For the East Lansing meeting, the
hashtag is #2014MSA.
Webmaster Antonio Izzo embedded a link from MSA’s homepage, to
the student webpage. Students are in touch with Antonio Izzo
about the student website, to address concerns as they arise.
Thanks to Antonio Izzo, the MSA Student Section obtained the
email address: msastudents@msafungi.org.
Update on Social Media: The MSA Student Section has 479 likes as
per May 22nd, 2014 [+ 179 since summer 2013]; the Student
Section Twitter feed @msastudents currently has 123 followers
[+ 103]; the LinkedIn group of the MSA Student Section has 85
members [+ 51]. Executive Board members have posted updates
on social media.
5. MSA 2014 in East Lansing
a) Symposium: Fungal traits in a Changing World
The Student Section organized a symposium for the E. Lansing meeting. Speakers include: Roger Koide, Thomas Crowther, Joshua Herr,
Nathan Wilson, Mia Maltz, and Sara Branco. This Symposium will be
held on Monday June 9th from 3pm-6pm. MSA has given a generous
donation of $1383 to offset costs of travel, registration, and arrangements for two non-MSA member symposium presenters: Roger Koide
and Thomas Crowther. In addition, MSA students have raised funds
for symposium sponsorship by the journal Plant and Soil. In exchange
for the symposium funding, the Executive Board agreed to submit a
review manuscript to Plant and Soil, including contributions from
symposium presenters.
b) MSA Student Social Mixer
The third annual MSA Student Mixer will be held at Kellogg Event
Center in the East Patio at 6pm on Monday June 9th. MSA generously
donated $1200 to offset cost of light appetizers and one drink ticket for
all students attending the mixer.
c) Board Meeting
The second annual MSA Student Section Board Meeting will be held
Tuesday June 10th from 12:00pm to 12:50pm at the Brody Cafeteria,
Michigan State University. The Board Meeting will be presided by
Jessie Uehling, Vice Chair 2014-2015, since Chairperson Danny
Haelewaters is leaving the MSA Meeting early to conduct fieldwork.
d) Student poster
For the third year in a row, the MSA Student Section will present a
poster during the poster presentation session in the expo hall. This
year’s poster is authored by: Jessie Uehling, Samantha Lee, Cat
Adams, Mia Maltz, and Danny Haelewaters. The poster is entitled:
MSA Student Section: Fungal Functional Traits.

Continued on following page
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e) Merchandise
T-shirts – MSA students ordered 65 T-shirts for 2014, including both
unisex and ladies styles in two different colors per style. Total
invoiced cost is $477.40, including shipping. We conducted
some advance pre-order sales using our newsletter platform.
Stickers –We have many MSA Student Section stickers, available for
sale at the E. Lansing meeting. We printed 900 spore print stickers for 2014. In addition, we printed 250 stickers to promote the
MSA student section at the IMC10 in Bangkok. Stickers, in total,
cost $251.00.
Treasurer Cantrell paid for the sticker order and the T-shirt order,
directly to the vendor.
6. Election and the MSA Student Section Executive Board 2014-2015
MSA Student Section Executive Board 2014-2015
Chairperson: Danny Haelewaters
Vice-Chairperson: Jessie Uehling
Treasurer: Samantha Lee
Secretary: Klara Scharnagl
Communication Chair: Catharine Adams
Past-chair: Mia Maltz
Appointed Webmaster: Christopher Smyth
7. Financial report
Treasurer Cantrell notified the Student Section representative that
MSA intends to hold all Student Section associated funds in the
MSA bank account.
Total spent in 2014 on stickers and shirts was $838.40.
MSA Executive Board Members paid for symposium presenters
accommodations (approximately $840) at Kellogg Center, but
will be reimbursed from Treasurer Cantrell during or after the
MSA Meeting. Other approved symposium expenses will also be
reimbursed from Treasurer Cantrell after or during the MSA
meeting.

Part III: Future Directions
8. MSA Council & Committees
The Students Section supports the inclusion of students on Standing
and Rotating Committees, as per the discretion of MSA’s PresidentElect. The Student Board requests notification from the PresidentElect about which committees would welcome a student
representative, when appropriate.
If a MSA student member would like to participate on a particular
committee that is willing to include students, the Student Section will
accept applications from students, consisting of a cover letter and CV.
The Student Section Executive Board will review these applications,
endorse some qualified students each year, and then pass this information along to the President-Elect, who would have the final say
whether to invite a student to join the committee.
9. Mixer in Edmonton
As per Past-President Berbee’s suggestion, the MSA Student Section
would like to participate in hosting a joint BSA/MSA student mixer in
Edmonton 2015.
10. Action items Executive Board 2014-2015
The Executive Board intends to add an additional officer function, i.e.
Webmaster. Main responsibilities of the Webmaster would be to
(1) write and send out the Newsletters and (2) update the MSA
Students page on the MSA website. He/She would also use and
check our email account(s) and respond to any inquiries on
behalf of, and in correspondence with, the Executive Board.
The Executive Board aims to focus on updating descriptions of all
Executive Board roles and responsibilities. We plan to update our
Bylaws and present the amendments to the student body for official approval.
—Approved by the 2013-2014
MSA Student Section Executive Board

2014 MSA Council Meeting Minutes
June 7, 2014
Kellogg Center 103 AB,
Michigan State University, East Lansing MI

Call to Order, Introductions, and Approval of Minutes
The 2014 MSA General Council meeting was called to order at 10:07
am on Saturday, June 7. Attending were President Joey Spatafora (via
Skype), President-Elect Jean Lodge, Vice President Kerry O’Donnell,
Treasurer Sharon Cantrell, Executive Vice President Lori Carris, PastPresident Mary Berbee, Past-Past President David Hibbett, Councilors
Brian Shaw, Rosa Mourino Perez, Daniel Lindner, Peter Kennedy,
Tim James, Sarah Bergemann, Andy Miller and Andy Methven.
Invited guests included Managing Editor Cathie Aime, Executive Editor and Local Arrangements Organizer Frances Trail, Program Chair
Gerard Adams, Finance Committee Chair Lisa Castlebury, incoming
Councilor Steve Rehner, Student Section Chair Mia Maltz, and
incoming Student Section Chair Danny Haelewaters. Executive Vice
President Carris had distributed electronic copies of the annual Council meeting packet by email on Monday, June 2. The annual meeting
packet included the meeting agenda, the 2014 annual reports, minutes
of the 2013 Council meeting held in Austin, TX [Inoculum 64(5)],
minutes of the 2014 Executive Council midyear meeting held by teleconference [Inoculum 65(2)], the 2013-2014 Official Roster and
copies of the MSA Constitution and Bylaws. The Appendix included
the proposed 3-year budget (2014-2016) prepared by Treasurer
Cantrell and the annual meeting budget. President Spatafora thanked
Frances Trail and Jonathon Walton (Local Arrangements), Program
Chair Gerald Adams, Daniel Durall (meeting program), Annual Foray
Coordinator Heather Hallen-Adams, Awards Coordinator Andrea
Porras-Alfaro, President-Elect Lodge and Executive Vice President
Carris for their efforts in organizing the annual meeting events. Pro20 Inoculum 65(6), November 2014

gram Chair Adams commented on the relatively large number of registrants (~250) and recommended that future organizers be lenient
with deadlines in order to fill the program.
Approval of minutes—Executive Vice President Carris referred to the
electronic version of the 2013 minutes in the Council packet and asked
if there were any corrections.
Motion 1: Minutes of the MSA 2013 Annual Council Meeting
approved by Council vote.

Officers’ Reports
1. President’s Report: President Spatafora expressed appreciation
to former Editor-in-Chief Jeff Stone and former Managing Editor
Karen Snetselaar for their outstanding work on behalf of the Society. President Spatafora referred to his annual report regarding the
appointment of new Executive Editors Chris Schardl, Keith
Seifert, Lee Taylor and Frances Trail, and Managing Editor Cathie
Aime, whose appointments started January 1, 2014. A meeting
was held in March with the Executive Editors to discuss how manuscripts will be distributed. President Spatafora referred to a new
tiered policy for page charges based on the World Bank’s Gross
National Income of countries funding research articles. The new
policy will be formally implemented in 2015, and Instructions to
Authors is being modified to reflect this change. President
Spatafora commented on the continued decline in institutional
subscriptions but noted that the decline is not as precipitous as in
the past. A recommendation was made to ask Allen Press Association Manager Jeff Mercer to provide a report on institutional subscriptions over the past three years to determine where the Society
has lost and gained subscribers. Plans to hire an outside consultant
Continued on following page

to assess the financial future of the Society under different publishing models for Mycologia was presented, and as a first step a
self-study will be conducted by Council to determine the Society’s
mission and goals. The Editorial Advisory Committee, in conjunction with the Editorial Board and Council, will develop a 5year plan for Mycologia. As of May 20, 2014, the Society had
1028 members. An increase in member renewal was observed in
response to a letter sent out by the Membership Committee to
lapsed members. Managing Editor Aime will contact Highwire
about changing the policy that resulted in members who renewed
late losing access to the online journal. Better coordination in
membership renewal reminders from the Membership Committee
and Allen Press, and an earlier start to the membership renewal
campaign is needed in 2014. More effective use of social media
networking as a way to reach/engage new members is needed,
particularly for international members. The Student Section, Electronic Communication and Web Page Management, and Membership Committees will be asked to work on a strategy to
increase the use of social media and networking as a way of more
effectively reaching young members. President Spatafora
acknowledged Sharon Cantrell and Jean Lodge’s efforts that
resulted in the successful bid for IMC11, which will be held in
Puerto Rico in 2018. The timing of the Congress will enable participants to attend both IMC11 and the International Congress of
Plant Pathology in Boston. There will not be a stand-alone MSA
meeting in 2018, and coordination with the IMA Program Committee on integration of MSA activities such as the Presidential
Address, Karling Lecture, auction, student presentation and other
awards with IMC11 is needed. The possibility of a joint meeting
with Molecular & Cellular Biology of Fungi in Mexico in 2019,
and a 2020 meeting in Minneapolis were discussed. Locations for
the 2017 Athens, Georgia meeting were discussed, and the majority of Council attendees expressed a preference for the Classic
Center in downtown Athens. Councilor Kennedy will talk with the
International Mycorrhiza Conference organizers about possibilities for a joint meeting in the future. Development of value-added
products—mini-MOOCs, teaching workshops, site for posting
mycology course materials—only be available to MSA members
was recommended as a way to attract more international and other
new members.

Action Item: Executive Vice President Carris will ask Allen Press
Association Manager Jeff Mercer to provide a report on new institutional subscriptions for the past three years.
Action Item: Past President Berbee will initiate a self-study
process as a necessary first step if MSA is to hire an outside auditor/consultant to assess the financial implications of moving to an
online only journal.

Action Item: The Editorial Advisory Committee will be asked to
develop a 5-year plan for Mycologia.
Action Item: Executive Vice President Carris will forward membership rates to Allen Press in June or July.
Action Item: Managing Editor Aime will contact Highwire about
their policy that drops members who don’t renew in a timely
manner.

Action Item: Webmaster Izzo will work with the Student Section,
Electronic Communication & Web Page Management and Membership Committees on increased use of social media.

2. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Cantrell reported that eleven
Mentor Student Travel Awards at $500 each, and $20,000 for 14
research awards were given out by the Society in 2014. No nominations were received for three awards. Treasurer Cantrell
acknowledged the generous $10,000 anonymous donation for the
Fungal Ecology Awards, allowing six awards to be given this
year. Meeting expenses are estimated at $78,000, with a surplus of

approximately $10,000 which will help make up for last year’s
joint meeting with APS. During the past year, Allen Press took
over management of the Society’s accounts, and recommended
switching to a calendar year (vs fiscal year) basis for accounting
purposes. In reference to the Membership Report, Treasurer
Cantrell noted that the Society has 260 non-paying members
(Lifetime, Honorary, Emeritus), and we should have at least 1000
paying members. A recommendation was made to have the Membership Committee look into dues for Lifetime Memberships.
Approximately $1500 in endowment funds was raised since January and this is low relative to previous years. Treasurer Cantrell
requested transfer of funds from operating to endowment
accounts, bringing the endowment fund to nearly $1 million, and
encouraged Council to consider increasing the amount of awards
given out each year from funds such as the Martin-Baker Fund.
Treasurer Cantrell referred to a three year budget that Executive
Council had requested, and noted some corrections needed. The
corrected budget will be circulated to Council. President Spatafora
reminded Council of the need to start planning for the $20K bursary that MSA has committed to IMC11.

3. President-Elect’s Report: President-Elect Lodge discussed
progress in making the 2014-2015 committee appointments, and
noted that Nomenclature Committee Chair Roy Halling agreed to
stay on for an additional year to get the committee appointments
back to a staggered year basis. President-Elect Lodge also referred
to edits to the MOP in her annual report.
4. Vice President’s Report: Vice President O’Donnell referred to
the annual report for the slate of candidates and results of the
Spring 2014 ballot, and expressed the need for greater member
participation in both the nominations and election process. Vice
President O’Donnell also brought up the issue of having a second
Executive Editor in systematics.

5. Executive Vice President’s Report: Executive Vice President
referred to the annual report, which included a list of new members, Emeritus members, member deaths, and a summary of
Council activities since the Executive Council’s Midyear Meeting. The minutes from the midyear meeting were published in
Inoculum [65 (2)]. Emeritus members Dr. David Porter and Dr.
Lorelei Norvell, previously approved by Council, will be presented for approval by member vote at the Business Meeting. In
previous years, Honorary Members approved by Council were put
forward for member approval at the Business Meeting; Executive
Vice President Carris recommended that this practice be discontinued, as the MSA Bylaws only require Council approval.
6. Local Arrangements Report: Local arrangements co-chair
Frances Trail acknowledged the efforts of co-chair Jonathon Walton and Program Chair Gerry Adams; she reported that the Society should have a surplus with the 2014 meeting budget, and
optimistically noted that weather forecasts no longer reported rain
for the annual foray. Joanne Stogran and Robb Brandt from BSA
were also acknowledged for managing the meeting website and
registration, and Joanne Stogran was specifically acknowledged
for stepping in at the last minute to format and proof the meeting
program. Local Arrangements co-chair Trail and Program Chair
Gerry Adams both acknowledged the role of Vice President
Lodge in providing advice on local arrangements. Vice President
Lodge observed that the attendance for the 2014 meeting (~250
registrants) was good for an IMC year, and was similar to when
the meeting was held in Corvallis, also during an IMC year.

7. Executive Editor’s Report: Frances Trail, presenting on behalf
of the Executive Editors, pointed out the desperate need for Associate Editors and urged Council members to send nominations. A
special issue of Mycologia will be published each year, and the
Executive Editors are in the process of putting together an issue on
Continued on following page
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biology of fungi with Cell Biology/Physiology Councilor Rosa R.
Mouriño Pérez and incoming Councilor Meritxell Riqueme. The
2012 and 2013 Karling Annual Lecturers Barbara Valent and Barbara Howland, respectively, will be submitting manuscripts.
Executive Editor Keith Seifert has agreed to handle all manuscripts dealing with new species in order to standardize the format.

8. Managing Editor’s Report: Managing Editor Cathie Aime
reported that Mycologia production is on track, and there is a
$10,000 difference between production and income. Efforts are
underway to reduce costs per issue by switching to a slightly less
expensive paper, decreasing the number of print copies, and
decreasing the number of pages. The average number of pages
was 225 pages/issue over the last 10 years, and is now just under
200 pages/issue. Page charges were not been billed since issue 105
(5) and 105 (6), and there is an effort to recover these charges.
Recovery of page charges for 106 has increased from 40% to just
over 50% as of 106 (3). Open Access is completely automated
now, and Managing Editor Aime encouraged members to take
greater advantage of this. Publishing ahead of print became the
responsibility of Assistant Editors and should now be automated.
Letters of agreement with Assistant Editors Gerard Hebert and
Mitch Donahue are being updated. Print subscriptions were down
58 from previous year. Allen Press has been asked to provide a
quote for automating the copyright form. Council discussed the
need for a “norming” session for new Associate Editors, and
whether this could be done as a session at the annual meeting.
Council also asked about production issues associated with publication ahead of print, and the expectation for turn around time
from final acceptance to print.
Motion: Council requested to approve funding for a one-time
meeting in 2014 of the Executive Editors and Managing Editor.
Motion passed by Council vote.

Action Item: Managing Editor Aime will ask Highwire to make
the table of content delivery by email automatic.
Action Item: Executive Editor Trail will send request to Council
and Editorial Board for suggestions on new Associate Editors.

Action Item: President-Elect Lodge will contact Lee Taylor to
encourage him to proceed with an ecology special issue.

Action Item: Executive Vice President Carris will remind Special
Expertise Committees that they have $500 to use in support of
symposia, and encourage them to propose symposia. A reminder
will be sent one month before symposia proposals are due.
Action Item: President Spatafora will remind Special Expertise
Committees at Business Meeting that they have funds to support
symposia, and encourage them to propose symposia.

9. Finance Committee Report: Committee Chair Lisa Castlebury,
in reference to the committee’s annual report, noted that the Society has over $1.2 million in both accounts combined. Mutual
funds have performed well (~4% range), but most of the Society’s
accounts are CDs or cash. The committee recommends that the
Society consider moving to a managed account with Wells Fargo.
This would cost 1.7% per year, for which Wells Fargo would take
on the role of fiduciary with the accompanying obligations. The
Society would not be charged a management fee on cash accounts,
only on the managed accounts; we are already paying approximately 1.5% on the mutual fund accounts. MSA has $921,470 in
the endowment account, and $286,000 of this is in mutual funds.
This fund will bring in $9,000 in annual income. Council discussed the pros and cons of having a managed account, the ability
to negotiate with Wells Fargo, and the legality/obligation of risking capital. Treasurer Cantrell impressed on Council the need to
move quickly, as we are taking money out of operating funds for
awards on an annual basis.

22 Inoculum 65(6), November 2014

Action Item: Finance Committee Chair Castlebury will look into
other investment companies, particularly Vanguard, and will try
to get a quote within the next two months.

10. Student Section Report: Student Section President Danny
Haelewater referred to the annual report, and noted activities
including fund-raising and a symposium that was organized for
the 2014 meeting with $1500 obtained from Plant & Soil in
exchange for a review article from the symposium. Upcoming
activities of the Student Section include defining the roles of officers, and providing nominations of students to serve on MSA
committees.
Motion: Students can be appointed to any of the standing or rotating committees EXCEPT awards committee (research and travel)
and Finance Committee. Approved by Council vote.

Action Item: Danny Haelewaters will provide nomination to President-Elect for student member of the Program Committee as
quickly as possible.
Action Item: Gerry Adams will provide updates to the Program
Chair section of the MOP with input from the student representative and other members of the Program Committee.

11. Summary of submitted committee reports: Executive Vice
President Carris referred Council to committee reports provided as
part of the Council Packet, including proposals by the Endowment
Committee regarding the award amount and criteria for the Martin-Baker Award, and criteria used by the International Committee for international travel awards.

Motion: The value of the Martin-Baker Award be raised to a minimum of $2500 in 2015. Passed by Council vote.

Action Item: Executive Vice President Carris will clarify with the
Endowment Committee whether the intent of their proposal is to
have the eligibility criteria to be less than 5 years in a tenure track
position, or 10 years post-PhD regardless of position.

Action Item: President-Elect Lodge will contact the International
Committee to clarify the criteria used for selection of international
travel awardees.

Motion: A CV be required for MSA Fellows Nominations.
Approved by Council vote.
Action Item: David Hibbett will work with members of the Karling Lecture Committee to work on the criteria for selection.
Action Item: Executive Vice President Carris will send list of past
Karling Lecturers to Karling Committee and the committee will
fill in and maintain.
12. New Business: President-Elect Lodge noted the need for a MSA
brochure to advertise future meetings, benefits of membership and
provide information on how to apply. The brochures would be
handed out at international and provided to other meetings for distribution. The cost was estimated at $1500.
Motion: Approval for funding up to $2000 for color brochure for
upcoming meetings over the next 4 years. Brochures would be
updated annually. Approved by Council vote.

Motion: MSA does not allow any indirect costs to be taken from
any awards. Approved by Council vote.
Action Item: Treasurer Cantrell will follow up with student
awardee on whether award check can be deposited into a university gift account.
Meeting adjourned by President Spatafora at 5:48 pm.

Minutes of the 2014 MSA Business Meeting
Kellogg Auditorium, Michigan State University,
East Lansing
Wednesday, June 11, 2014
1. The 2014 Business Meeting of the Mycological Society of America was called to order by President Joey Spatafora at 8:00 am.
President Spatafora thanked members for attending the meeting,
introduced 2013-2014 MSA officers President-Elect D. Jean
Lodge, Vice President Kerry O’Donnell, Executive Vice President
Lori Carris, and Treasurer Sharon Cantrell, and asked current
and newly appointed members of Council to stand and be recognized. President Spatafora thanked Local Organizers Frances
Trail and Jonathon Walton, Program Chair Gerard Adams, and
Foray Organizer Heather Hallen-Adams for their time and effort.
2. President Spatafora called for approval of the minutes of the 2013
MSA Business Meeting [Inoculum 64(5)] held in Austin, TX.
Paper copies of the minutes were provided at the Business Meeting by Executive VP Carris. The minutes were approved by member vote.
3. President Spatafora presented the highlights of his annual report,
which will be published in the November-December 2014 issue of
Inoculum. Highlights included the substantial change in Editorial
Board structure approved by member vote in Fall 2013, with new
Executive Editors Chris Schardl, Frances Trail, Keith Seifert and
Lee Taylor, and Managing Editor Cathie Aime. President
Spatafora commented on the need for the change, including the
time commitment of editors and the need for broader representation of expertise; he also pointed out the need for new Associate
Editors and commented on the new tiered system for author page
charges based on the World Bank’s Gross National Income metric: High to upper-middle income countries ($70/page for nonmembers, $50/page for members), lower middle income countries
($35/page for non-members, $25/page for members), and low
income countries (no charge). President Spatafora observed that a
5-10 year plan for the Society includes the need for a decision on
retaining print and an outside review to assist in that decision.
President Spatafora announced future MSA meetings—2015
(July 24-30), Edmonton, Alberta; 2016 (August 7-11), University
of California-Berkeley; 2017 (TBD), Athens, GA; 2018 (July),
IMC 11, Puerto Rico—and called for a round of applause for
Sharon Cantrell and Jean Lodge for their efforts on the successful
IMC11 bid. President Spatafora noted that MSA will not hold a
stand-alone meeting in 2018 to facilitate attendance at IMC11.
President Spatafora also commented on the Student Section that
was approved as part of the Spring 2014 ballot, the need for student involvement on MSA committees, and concluded by referring to his full report that will be published in Inoculum.
4. Vice President Kerry O’Donnell reported on the results of the
2014 Spring Ballot including proposed changes to bylaws that
were approved by member vote, and welcomed newly elected
Vice President Georgiana May, and Councilors Meritxell
Riquelme (Cell Biology/Physiology), Stephen A. Rehner (Genetics/Molecular Biology), Matthew Smith (Systematics/Evolution)
and Marin Talbot Brewer (Ecology/Pathology) who will be starting their terms at the conclusion of the Business Meeting. President Spatafora expressed appreciation to all those who stood for
election.
5. Executive Vice President Lori Carris referred to her midyear
report [Inoculum 65(2)] that summarized Council activities from
August 2013 to January 2014. The Mid-year Executive Council
Meeting was held by phone conference on Sunday, January 26,
and highlights of that meeting included a number of action items
focused on editorial issues, the need for criteria for a postdoctoral

award and coordination with the Botanical Society of America for
the 2015 joint meeting in Edmonton, formation of an ad hoc committee to work with Treasurer Cantrell on a three-year budget, and
a recommendation that special expertise committee chairs be
encouraged to consider funding symposia proposals. Eleven
emails sent out since the midyear Executive Council meeting were
summarized, including the nomination of Keith Seifert as Executive Editor of Mycologia, proposals from Special Expertise Committees to support symposia, a proposal to change the requirement
that nominators for the Weston Award be MSA members, proposed bylaws changes on the maximum number of Honorary
Members and MSA Fellows that were approved as part of the
Spring 2014 ballot, approval of a new Honorary Member and
MSA Fellows, and requests for discounted memberships and
Emeritus memberships. Highlights of the annual Council Meeting, held Saturday, June 2 from 10 am to 5:48 pm in Kellogg Center Room 104, included a number of action items that were
previously noted by President Spatafora; a three-year budget presented by Treasurer Cantrell; Council approval for funding a onetime meeting of the Executive Editors and Managing Editor to be
held later this year; a recommendation by Finance Committee
Chair Lisa Castlebury that the Society move to a managed
account; Council approval of appointment of student representatives to any standing or rotating committee except Student Awards
and Finance; Council approval of a recommendation by the Honorary Awards Committee to require a curriculum vita for MSA
Fellow nominations; Council approval for funding for a color
brochure to advertise future MSA meetings; Council approval of
a motion stating that the Society does not allow indirect costs on
any awards made to members. The death of three members was
reported—Yasu Hiratsuka (October 12, 2013), Donald C. Erwin
(February 22, 2014), and Kenneth Cochran (May 17, 2014)—and
a moment of silence was requested in memory of these individuals.
6. Executive Vice President Carris presented 92 new and returning
members from 14 countries for approval. A motion to approve the
new members was seconded, and the new members were unanimously approved by a vote of the membership.
7. Executive Vice President Carris presented the names of two
Emeritus candidates for approval by the membership: Dr. Lorelei
Norvell, Pacific Northwest Mycology Service and Editor-in-Chief
of Mycotaxon (member since 1983), and Dr. David Porter, University of Georgia, Athens (member since 1963). The motion to
approve Drs. Norvell and Porter was unanimously approved by a
vote of the membership.
8. Treasurer Sharon Cantrell reported award allocations including
$5,500 for 11 Mentor Student Travel Awards at $500 each, and
$20,000 for 14 research awards, commented on the generous
donations, and thanked those individuals who donate every year.
Treasurer Cantrell announced that the MSA auction this year will
accept cash, check and credit cards, noting that credit cards will
require MSA username and password, and demonstrated how
payments will be made on MSA business site under Donations tab
<Annual Meeting Auction Revenue>. Treasurer Cantrell reported
that membership and subscriptions continue to show a gradual
decline, and that Mycologia costs the Society more than it is generating. Endowments have increased approximately $10,000 since
2013, but some of the travel funds are still below the $10,000 level
needed to make awards. Treasurer Cantrell commented on the
three-year audit, Allen Press contract renewal—including a recommendation that the Society change from calendar to fiscal
year—and recommendation for a three-year budget.
Continued on following page
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9. President-Elect Jean Lodge presented Certificates of Appreciation to Society members in recognition of exceptional service.
These included outgoing Councilors Sarah Bergemann, Peter
Kennedy, Andy Methven and Rosa Mourino Perez, Awards Coordinator Andy Methven, Endowment Committee Chair Jessie
Glaeser, Nominations Committee Chair Meredith Blackwell, Student Travel Mentor Awards Committee Chair Melissa
McCormick. Program Chair Gerard Adams and Local Organizers Frances Trail and Jonathon Walton were called forward and
recognized for their time and dedication required to pull the
annual meeting together. Daniel Durall was presented with a
“Purple Heart Award” for stepping in to pull together the meeting
program when Program Chair Adams was pulled away by field
work. President-Elect Lodge also thanked Rosa Mourino Perez
and Peter Kennedy for organizing symposia at the 2014 meeting.
The final certificate of appreciation was presented to outgoing
President Spatafora, who was recognized for his reorganization of
the editorial structure and efforts to put the journal and society on
a firm financial basis for the future.

10. Final Business
a. President Spatafora reminded members of the need for more
individuals to nominated for office, and more nominations per
individual. He noted that the Society will be seeking nomina-

tions for the position of Executive Vice President in the coming year. President Spatafora commented on the changes that
have been made to Mycologia to place the journal in a position of health, and the need to think critically about production
costs that exceed revenue; he encouraged anyone with ideas
for special issues to forward these to the Executive Editors,
and urged Special Expertise committees to develop ideas for
symposia as well as providing financial support.
b. Member Frank Gleason proposed a special topic series in
Mycologia on the importance of fungi, e.g., in agriculture,
heath, food production, and the need to promote the importance of fungi to funding agencies.
c. Endowment Committee Chair Glaeser encouraged members
to participate in the auction and pointed out the large number
of particularly choice items that had been donated this year.
11. President Spatafora introduced the new President of the Mycology Society of America for 2014-2015, Jean Lodge, and handed
over the official gavel, which is made from the wood of an American chestnut tree killed by the Chestnut Blight fungus Cryphonectria parasitica. The gavel was presented to the Society by
Sandra Anagnostakis. President Lodge officially adjourned the
2014 Business Meeting at 8:40 am.

MYCOLOGICAL NEWS
Arthur Luna Welden (1927-2014)
Arthur L. Welden, Ida Richardson
Orleans the rest of his life except for the
Professor of Botany Emeritus, Tulane
time around Hurricane Katrina. He and
University, died in New Orleans,
Frances took refuge in Sylacauga, AlaLouisiana, 10 September 2014. He was
bama, during the storm and although
born in Birmingham, Alabama, 27 Jantheir home did not flood, they remained
uary 1927, the son of Arthur L. Welden,
in Sylacauga for a number of weeks
Sr., and Mary Woodson Welden. After
until it was safe to return to New
graduation from high school he served
Orleans.
in the U.S. Army from 1945-1947.
He was a member of the MycologArthur received an A.B. degree from
ical Society of America during his
Birmingham Southern College in 1950
entire professional life and served the
and a Master’s Degree at the University
society as Councilor-West in 1967
of Tennessee in 1951 where his thesis
(MSA Newsletter 18(2) 1967) and Repwas “Myxomycetes of the Great Smoky
resentative on the AIBS Local ArrangeMountains National Park.” At Tenments Committee for the MSA annual
nessee he met Frances Colvin, a
meeting at Tulane University in 1975
research assistant, and they were mar(MSA Newsletter 26(2) 1975). He
ried in 1950. His Ph.D. dissertation,
belonged to a number of other scientific
“Cytology of the fruiting myxomycetes
societies, including life membership in
Arthur L. Weldon at the Gulf
Badhamia gracilis and Didymium
the Organization for Tropical Studies
States Mycological Society sumiridis,” was directed by G. W. Martin at
and
was honored as a Fellow of AAAS
mer foray in southern Mississippi,
the University of Iowa in 1954. Arthur 7 July 2007. Photo by David Lewis.
and honorary member (Socio Honois survived by Frances and two sons,
rario) of the Mycological Society of
Charles Woodson Welden and Arthur
Mexico. He devoted most of his society
Frederick Welden, and three grandchildren.
effort, however, to the activities of the Gulf States MycologHe began his academic career at Millikin University,
ical Society. With Bill Cibula he served as co-mycologist for
Decatur, Illinois (1954-1955) and was hired the next year as
many years and he participated in many of the group’s forays
an instructor at Tulane, where he rose to Ida Richardson Proand helped fledglings identify fungi, especially polypores
fessor of Botany before his retirement in 1993. Arthur also
and resupinate basidiomycetes. He is best known for his
served as departmental chair (1985-1990). He lived in New
Continued on following page
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work on wood decaying basidiomycetes, e.g., “Synopsis of
Louisiana polypores,” published with another Louisianabased G. W. Martin student, Bernard Lowy (American Midland Naturalist 61:329, 1959) and particularly, Stereum
(“Stereum s.l.,” Flora Neotropical Monograph 106, New
York Botanical Garden: Bronx, NY. 80 p., 2010). His collections of mostly wood-decaying fungi (about 3,500) from
Central and South America and the northern coast of the Gulf
of Mexico were donated to the New York Botanical Garden
after his retirement from teaching, and those specimens
retained for research will also be deposited at New York.
The listing of his many professional accomplishments
does not capture Arthur’s intellectual curiosity nor his memorable personality and perspectives. Coming from an era
when fungi were studied in botany departments, he remained
a staunch supporter of classical botanical traditions and the
importance of teaching pre-medical students about plants. He
introduced a popular Tulane course called “Plants and
Human Affairs” which, to his great delight, was once listed
in a Playboy Magazine survey of university courses with
salacious titles. For decades he taught the departmental introductory course on plant morphology, campaigning against
the consumption of hearts of palm, and telling generations of
Tulane students that every time they ate this delicacy, it
meant that they were killing a palm tree. He was a gentleman
of the old school with traditional values and a strong sense of
right and wrong. He resisted the casual use of first names,
preferring to call his students by their family name preceded
by a proper “Miss,” “Mrs.” (not “Ms.) or “Mr.” Because of
his courtly manners and his Alabama drawl, some people
mistook him for a rigid southern conservative. Actually he
was an independent supporter of many liberal causes, especially surrounding free speech, civil liberties, and the right to
be eccentric. His office was part laboratory, part library and
part museum. When colleagues dropped by, he would fix
strong Louisiana coffee in a drip pot, heating the water on a
Bunsen burner. Then he would lead lively conversations on
topics from southern literature; the impossibility of taking an
“icy cold shower” in the Caribbean (something James Bond
purportedly had done); to the rights of drug treatment centers
to be placed in residential neighborhoods. He enjoyed dis-

cussing Tulane politics and was fond of reminding people of
the well-known, inverse correlation between how wellknown one is on campus and how well-known one is nationally and internationally. With fellow mycologists, he
followed the ever changing boundaries of what was considered a “true” fungus and continued to hold the “big
umbrella” view of mycology, embracing slime molds, stramenopiles, and occasionally certain coenocytic algae.
Although in his own research he relied mostly on traditional
taxonomic approaches, he energetically mentored those who
wanted to study fungi in molecular contexts. Paul Lemke, a
Tulane undergraduate who collected Caribbean fungi with
Arthur as part of an honors project, went on to do a PhD at
Harvard under John Raper and later discover dsRNA viruses
in fungi One of us (JWB) was a postdoctoral research associate with Arthur studying mating type genes in two
Podoscypha species. Arthur encouraged her research on aflatoxin genetics, and then enabled her career by asking his colleagues to consider her for a tenure track position at a time
when the biology department had never before hired a
woman in that capacity. In later decades, with Arthur as a
scientific cheerleader, Paul, and then Joan, in turn became
the series editors for the Marcel Dekker (now Taylor & Francis) Mycology Series, soliciting books on a wide range of
fungal topics. Graduate students include Carmen RossyValderama, Puerto Rico, who got her PhD and Michael
Dunn, who received a master’s degree before going on to do
a PhD with Bob Bandoni.
Arthur touched many lives in many ways. In keeping
with his generous and eclectic spirit, his family suggests that
contributions in his memory be sent to the Second Harvest
Food Bank of Greater New Orleans and Acadiana (700
Edwards Avenue, New Orleans, LA 70123); the Southern
Poverty Law Center (400 Washington Avenue, Montgomery, AL 36104); or the Gulf States Mycological Society
(262 County Road 3062, Newton, TX 75966).
Acknowledgements: Thanks to Anne Bradburn, Steven
P. Darwin, Michael Dunn, Stephen Harsch, and Ron
Petersen for information included in this memorial.
—David Lewis, Clark Ovrebo,
Joan W. Bennett, Meredith Blackwell

MSA Student Section Skill Share
The MSA Student Section Executive Board is proud to announce a new tool to
enable networking and consolidate skills. With your input, the Student Section is
building a Mycology Skill Share database. By filling out this simple 10-minute survey, your answers will be entered into a database of information about each student,
their lab, and the knowledge and technical expertise in that lab. You can update your
skills at any time by accessing the link on the Student Section website. http://msafungi.org/MSAstudent/. A link is available on the MSA Student Section page on
Facebook as well.
The Mycology Skill Share database will enable students beginning new projects
or learning new techniques to easily contact fellow students and mycologists in specific areas for guidance and/or potential collaboration. We look forward to building
this new resource with you, and hearing about the new student symbioses that come
of it!
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Peter Kennedy Receives IMA Young Mycologist Award
Dr. Peter G. Kennedy is this year’s
winner of the IMA young Mycologist
Arthur Henry Reginald Buller
Medal. This award is given to an outstanding early career North American
Mycologist based on the quality, originality, and quantity of their published
work. Dr. Kennedy received his PhD
from the University of California
Berkeley in 2005 under the co-advising
of Wayne Sousa and Tom Bruns, and
he stayed on for a 2-year postdoctoral
appointment that was funded through
an NSF-National Parks grant that he
authored. In 2007 he joined the faculty
of Lewis and Clark College and after
achieving tenure moved to the University of Minnesota, St. Paul in 2013 as
an associate professor. Dr. Kennedy’s
research output and impact in the field
of fungal ecology has been stellar. He has 34 peer-review
publications, 22 of which are first-author or sole author contributions. In addition he has two commentary articles in the
New Phytologist, and a first-author book chapter in Ecology
of Mycorrhizal Networks. His best known work involves the
dissection of competitive interactions amount ectomycorrhizal fungi, and his studies of tripartite interactions between
Alnus, ectomycorrhizal fungi, and Frankia. His publications
are being well cited by others. In fact three of his publica-

tions have already been cited more that
100 times each.
(http://scholar.google.com/citations?user=p7jDy6QAAAAJ&hl=en)
Although this award does not consider teaching, it is worth noting the Dr.
Kennedy achieved his excellent
research record while on the faculty of
an undergraduate teaching college with
no access to graduate students and with
a full teaching load. Dr. Kennedy has
also done much for the mycological
community. He is currently a MSA
councilor, he serves on the awards committee, and previously served on the
student travel awards committee. He
was the primary organizer of the community statistics workshop at the Snowbird meeting. This was part of the
FESIN series, and the workshop made a
huge impact by bringing many young mycologists up to date
with the current statistical methods for community ecology.
Dr. Kennedy is the second MSA member to receive the
Buller Medal. The previous receipient was Dr. Elizabeth
Arnold. Together they have set a very high standard for other
early career mycologists.
—Tom Bruns (Chair), Louise Glass, Francois Lutzoni,
Christopher Schardl, David Hibbett
Mycological Distinctions Committee

Draft Statement on Evolution for MSA
The Mycological Society of America (MSA) is a scientific society dedicated to advancing the science of mycology,
including the study of mushrooms, molds, truffles, yeasts,
lichens, and plant and animal pathogens. The MSA has members from more than 40 countries, who come from academic,
industrial, medical, governmental, and amateur backgrounds.
The Society’s constitution states that, “The purpose of the
Society is to promote and advance the science of mycology
and to foster and encourage research and education in mycology in all its aspects.”
The MSA, as a scientific society, supports the major
tenets of science. We affirm that scientific knowledge is
based on inquiry, hypothesis generation, experimentation,
and observation of the physical and natural world. Although
science changes because of the discovery of new evidence or
re-interpretation of old evidence, fundamental concepts are
central to the study of living organisms. The Theory of Evolution is the most important unifying concept in biology.
The MSA affirms that the only scientifically rigorous and
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strongly corroborated explanation for the origin and diversification of life on Earth is the Theory of Evolution. Although
the word “theory” is sometimes used in common speech to
refer to an unconfirmed idea, scientific theory refers to “a
well-substantiated explanation of some aspect of the natural
world, based on a body of facts that have been repeatedly
confirmed through observation and experiment.”1 The MSA
rejects alternative explanations to evolution that are based on
religious beliefs, including creationism and intelligent
design. Science, including the theory of evolution, is based
on testable hypotheses. Members of the Mycological Society
of America join our colleagues from many other scientific
disciplines in officially affirming the importance of evolution for understanding biology and in the teaching of science.
1
National Academy of Sciences: http://nationalacademies.org/evolution/TheoryOrFact.html
—Matthew Smith (Chair), Matt Keirle,
Beth Frieders, P. Brandon Matheny
Education Committee

MSA Awards 2015
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS AND APPLICATIONS
Deadline : February 15th 2015
Please also visit the MSA website at www.msafungi.org and follow the link
to Awards
For over 35 years the Mycological Society of America has been recognizing
excellence in research, teaching and service among its membership by celebrating Students, Teachers and Researchers. This is your chance to do something
for that promising student or distinguished mycologist.
If you don’t nominate them, they will surely not receive an award!
MSA AWARDS COMMITTEES 2014-2015
Mycological Society Distinctions Committee
Awards administered: Distinguished Mycologist Award, Alexopoulos Prize,
Weston Award for Excellence in Teaching
Chair: Dr. Louise Glass, lglass@berkeley.edu, 341A Koshland Hall, Berkeley,
CA 94720, Lab Phone: 510-643-2546.
Members: Dr. Francois Lutzoni, flutzoni@duke.edu; Dr. Christopher Schardl,
schardl@uky.edu; Dr. David Hibbett, dhibbett@uclarku.edu; Dr. Charles Bacon,
charles.bacon@ars.usda.gov; Dr. Tom Bruns, pogon@berkeley.edu, ex officio,
Past Chair; Jean Lodge, ex officio, President
Honorary Awards Committee
Awards administered: MSA Fellows, Honorary Members
Chair: Dr. Meredith Blackwell, mblackwell@lsu.edu.
Members: Dr. David Hibbett, dhibbet@clarku.edu; Dr. Mary Berbee,
mary.berbee@gmail.com; Dr. Mary Palm mary.palm@aphis.usda.gov, ex officio, Past Chair

Student Awards Committee
Awards administered: MSA Graduate Fellowships, NAMA Memorial Fellowship, Backus Award, Undergraduate Research Award, Best oral and poster presentations by undergraduate and graduate students.
Chair: Dr. Julia Kerrigan, jkerrig@clemson.edu, School of Agricultural, Forest,
and Environmental Sciences, E143 Poole Agricultural Center, Clemson, SC
29634-0310, Voice: 864-656-2640.
Members: Dr. Tim James, tyjames@umich.edu; Dr. Tom Horton,
trhorton@esf.edu; Dr. Heather Hallen-Adams, hhallen-adams2@unl.edu, Dr.
Antonio Izzo, aizzo@elon.edu ex officio, Past Chair
Mentor Travel Awards Committee
Awards administered: Mentor Student Travel Awards
Chair: Dr. Matias Cafaro, matias.cafaro@upr.edu, University of Puerto Rico,
Dept. of Biology, Call Box 9000, Mayaguez, PR 00681. Voice: 787-245-1214.
Members: Dr. Brian Perry, baperry@hawaii.edu; Dr. Scott Bates,
states@umn.edu;
Dr.
Mahajabeen
Padamsee,
PadamseeM@landcareresearch.co.nz;
Dr.
Melissa
McCormick,
mccormickm@si.edu, ex-officio, Past Chair

Research Awards Committee
Awards administered: Martin-Baker Award, Clark T. Rogerson Student
Research Award, Forest Fungal Ecology Research Award, Forest Fungal Ecology Postdoctoral Research Award, Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Research
Award; John W. Rippon Research Award, Salomon Bartnicki-Garcia Award
Chair: Dr. Betty Strack, bstrack@fieldmuseum.org, Science and Education,
The Field Museum, 1400 S. Lake Shore Dr., Chicago, IL 60605. Voice: 312665-7863.
Members: Dr. David Geiser, dgeiser@psu.edu; Dr. Peter Kennedy,
kennedyp@umn.edu; Dr. Jolanta Miadlikowska, jolantam@duke.edu; Dr. Tim
James, tyjames@umich.edu; Dr. Ning Zhang, ex officio, Past Chair.
DISTINGUISHED MYCOLOGIST AWARD
Awarded annually to an individual who has established an outstanding mycological career. This is one of the highest awards bestowed by the MSA and marks a
distinguished career. Nominees for the award will be evaluated on the basis of
quality, originality, and quantity of their published research, and on the basis of
service to the MSA or to the field of mycology in general.

Application deadline: February 15th

Requirements:
(1) The nominee must be a current member of MSA or eligible for emeritus
membership.
(2) The nominee must have received his or her terminal degree at least twenty
years prior to January 1 of the year in which the award is given. There is no

requirement for a minimum age or impending or actual retirement. Honorary
degrees shall not be considered in determining the time interval.
(3) An individual may receive the Distinguished Mycologist Award only once.
(4) Self nomination is not allowed.
(5) Nominators must be members of the MSA.
(6) Nominees who are not chosen for the award in the year in which they are
nominated will be reconsidered for up to two additional years. The Distinctions
Committee Chairperson will request updates of the nominee’s materials.
Documents required: The nomination folder should contain:
(1) A nominating letter, including a detailed evaluation of the nominee’s outstanding contributions to Mycology.
(2) A current curriculum vitae, including a list of the nominee’s publications.
(3) Up to five additional letters of support.

To apply: The nominator should a) prepare a single electronic file, preferably in
pdf format, containing all of the items listed above and email it as an attachment;
b) prepare as much as possible electronically in one email with attachments followed by FAX or hard copy of the non-electronic portions or c) submit all documents by FAX or mail and send all to the Chair of the MSA Distinctions
Committee.
Note: The Chair of the Distinctions Committee will appoint ad hoc committee
members in place of committee members whose major professor may be nominated for the award. The committee may choose to make more than one award
or no award in a given year, if it is appropriate. Presentation of the award, a
plaque, will take place at the awards ceremony during the annual meeting of the
MSA. The recipient will be notified in time to plan to attend the presentation. The
name of the winner of the award will be published in the annual meeting program
and in Inoculum.
ALEXOPOULOS PRIZE
Awarded annually to an outstanding mycologist early in their career. The nominees will be evaluated primarily on the basis of quality, originality, and quantity
of their published work.
Application deadline: February 15th

Requirements:
(1) The nominee must be a current member of the MSA.
(2) Nominees must have received their last degree within the ten year period
immediately preceding January 1st of the year in which the award is given.
(3) An individual may receive the Alexopoulos Award only once.
(4) Self nomination is not allowed.
(5) Nominators must be members of the MSA.
(6) Nominees who are not chosen for the prize in the year in which they are nominated will be reconsidered for up to two additional years (within the 10-year
limit). The Distinctions Committee Chairperson will request updates of the nominee’s materials.
Documents required: The nomination folder should contain:
(1) A nominating letter, including a detailed evaluation of the nominee’s contributions to Mycology.
(2) A current curriculum vitae, including a list of the nominee’s publications.
(3) Reprints of the nominee’s 5 most significant papers.
(4) Up to five additional letters of support.

To apply: The nominator should a) prepare a single electronic file, preferably in
pdf format, containing all of the items listed above and email it as an attachment;
or b) prepare as much as possible electronically in one email with attachments followed by FAX or hard copy of the non-electronic portions; and send all to the
Chair of the MSA Distinctions Committee. Reprints should be sent as separate
attachments along with the pdf file or, if not available electronically, copies should
be mailed separately to each of the five member of the Distinctions Committee.
Note: The award consists of a plaque and a monetary award derived from either
the annual interest on the principle deposited in the MSA Alexopoulos Fund or
$1,000, whichever is greater. The committee may choose to make no award in a
given year, if it is appropriate. Presentation of the award will take place at the
awards ceremony during the annual meeting of the MSA. The recipient will be
notified in time to plan to attend the presentation. The name of the winner of the
award will be published in the annual meeting program and in Inoculum.
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WILLIAM H. WESTON AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING
Awarded annually to an outstanding teacher of mycology at the undergraduate
and or graduate levels.
Application deadline: February 15th

Requirements:
(1) The nominee must be a current member of the MSA.
(2) An individual may receive the Weston Award only once.
(3) Self nomination is not allowed.
(4) Nominators must be members of the MSA.
(5) Nominees who are not chosen for the prize in the year in which they are nominated will be reconsidered for up to two additional years. The Distinctions Committee Chairperson will request updates of the nominee’s materials.

Documents required: The nomination folder should contain:
(1) A current curriculum vitae, including lists of a) courses taught in mycology,
plant pathology or related areas, b) publications related to the teaching of mycology, c) teaching seminars, symposia or workshops given by the nominee to either
lay or academic groups and, d) memberships on national, regional, state or local
committees, panels, etc., on teaching.
(2) A list of graduate students with thesis titles, degrees and dates, publications,
and current addresses (where known), or explanation for the absence of such.
(3) A statement from the nominee on teaching philosophy, i.e., what the nominee
personally believes it takes to make an excellent teacher, what the nominee is trying to accomplish in teaching mycology, and how various teaching techniques
and strategies help to accomplish this goal.
(4) A list of previous awards or recognition for outstanding teaching.
(5) Evaluation of the nominee’s teaching, including a) solicited and unsolicited
letters from students and colleagues who have taken or audited the nominee’s
courses, or been supervised by the nominee, b) course evaluation forms (or
numerical summaries thereof) and c) any other information documenting teaching excellence.
To apply: The nominator should a) prepare a single electronic file, preferably in
pdf format, containing all of the items listed above and email it as an attachment;
or b) prepare as much as possible electronically in one email with attachments
followed by FAX or hard copy of the non-electronic portions; and send all to the
Chair of the MSA Distinctions Committee. If not available electronically, supplemental material should be mailed separately to each member of the Distinctions Committee.

Note: The committee may choose to make no award in a given year, if it is appropriate. Presentation of the award, a plaque, will take place at the awards ceremony
during the annual meeting of the MSA. The recipient will be notified in time to
plan to attend the presentation. The name of the winner of the award will be published in the annual meeting program and in Inoculum.
MSA FELLOW
Members of the MSA are encouraged to submit nominations for MSA Fellows
to the Chair of the Honorary Awards Committee.
Application deadline: February 15th

Requirements:
(1) MSA Fellows are to be selected from members who have completed at least
11 years of service after their Ph.D., with no upper limit.
(2) MSA Fellows are members who are outstanding mycologists on the basis of
one or more criteria: a solid record of mycological research, and/or successful
teaching and development of teaching materials for mycology, and/or significant
service to the Society. This is meant to recognize a core group of mid-career
mycological achievers and outstanding MSA volunteers.

Documents required:
To nominate a deserving mycologist for this Award, please submit to the Chair
of the Honorary Awards Committee:
(1) a one-page overview preferably as a pdf email attachment
(2) Curriculum vitae of the individual nominated as MSA Fellow
HONORARY MEMBERS
Members of the MSA are encouraged to submit nominations for MSA Honorary
Members to the Chair of the Honorary Awards Committee.

Application deadline: February 15th

Requirements:
(1) Honorary members are distinguished senior scientists with a long record of
significant contributions to the science of fungal biology and who reside in and
work in countries other than the U.S. and Canada.
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Documents required:
To nominate a mycologist who resides outside of the U.S. and Canada as an Honorary Member of MSA, please submit a brief curriculum vitae and three letters
of support, preferably in a single pdf file, to the Chair of the Honorary Awards
Committee.
GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS
Graduate Fellowships: Two MSA Graduate Fellowships ($2,000 each), the
NAMA Memorial Fellowship ($2,000), and the Backus Award ($1000) are
awarded annually to promising graduate students in mycology. Applicants are
evaluated on the basis of their scholastic merit, research ability and promise
shown as a mycologist. These fellowships are intended as supplementary grants
and may be used by the recipients in any way to further their graduate studies.
They are awarded in addition to any fellowship or assistantship support from
other sources.
Application deadline: February 15th

Award amount: One award of $1000 and three awards of $2,000 each.

Requirements: Applicants must be
(1) student members of the MSA .
(2) candidates for the Ph.D.
(3) resident during the tenure of the fellowship in a university in Canada or the
United States. Previous recipients of these fellowships are not eligible to apply.
The NAMA Fellowship comes with the stipulation that the awardee prepares an
article for McIlvainea.

Documents required:
(1) A cover letter addressing your eligibility including a statement that you have
passed your qualifying exams (comprehensive, oral, preliminary, or their equivalent).
(2) A curriculum vitae that includes a paragraph describing your training for the
proposed work.
(3) A detailed plan of study. [The text of this plan of study must be no longer than
five pages including tables and figures, but not including references. Applications
that include proposals exceeding the 5-page limit will not be considered. The text
of this proposal should be single-spaced and printed in a regular sized font (10
cpi or 12 point). Suggestions for preparing this plan of study are provided below.]
(4) Two letters of recommendation, one of which is from your supervisor or thesis advisor. Both referees must be members of MSA. We recommend that your
supervisor’s letter also address your eligibility based on candidacy.
(5) Graduate school transcripts showing courses taken, grades received, student
Social Security number and Student ID number. Photocopies are acceptable if
signed by your supervisor, but at least one must be an official transcript obtained
from your institution’s Registrar.
Your plan of study should include the following:
1) 200 to 250-word Abstract.
2) Introduction that explains what you want to do and why it is interesting or
important.
3) Methods section that convinces the reader that the project is feasible and
describes how the study will be conducted.
4) Discussion section that explains preliminary results of your study (if any) and
their significance. Be concise. Use section headings and double spacing between
paragraphs to make your proposal easier to read.

To apply: Send one copy of your completed application, including all items
listed above, in electronic format and preferably as a single pdf file, to the Chair
of the Student Awards Committee. Confidential letters of reference and transcripts that are not available electronically should be sent, in quadruplicate by
regular mail to Chair of the Student Awards Committee. A CD with the PDF
file and a hard copy of the application would be appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems with the electronic file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files have been received in working
order by the Chair. All documents must be in English to be considered.
Note: The Chair will appoint an ad hoc member to replace any Committee member who has a student applying for a fellowship or who otherwise feels a conflict
of interest. The successful applicants will be notified upon selection (usually
within four weeks of the closing date for nominations) so that they may plan to
attend the awards presentation at the annual meeting. Those applicants not notified within this time were not selected as awardees, but all applicants will be notified of their status. The stipends are awarded following confirmation that the
applicants meet the requirements for eligibility. The student receiving this award
is expected to attend the award ceremony at the MSA annual meeting.

Continued on following page

MENTOR STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS
Mentor Travel Awards: For the Mycological Society of America with the
Botanical Society of America Edmonton, Alberta (July 24-30). The mentor
awards are given in the names of some of our famous mycological forbearers.
Application deadline: February 15th
Award amount: $500 awards

Requirements: Applicants
(1) must be MSA student members or past student members who have been
awarded the degree within one year of the annual meeting.
(2) must be presenting a paper or poster at the meeting. Previous recipients may
apply again; if applicant numbers are higher than the number of awards available,
preference will be given to those who have won the award less than two times.

Documents required:
(1) A cover letter requesting consideration for an MSA Mentor Student Travel
Award. Provide telephone number and, if available, fax and email addresses, and
include information on any past Mentor Travel Award(s). If matching funds are
available from the applicant’s institution, provide an address the committee can
use to officially verify the receipt of an award.
(2) Abstract of paper or poster (note which).
(3) Curriculum vitae.
(4) A one page description of the research project including an explanation of
how this award will further the applicant’s research/study.
(5) A letter of support from the applicant’s major professor addressing the student’s abilities and potential and briefly summarizing the student’s current
research. To assist the judging committee in making Mentor “assignments” to
award winners, inclusion of comments regarding which Mentor(s) would be
most appropriate for the student are welcome but not required.
To apply: Send your application as a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format, containing all documents listed above to the Chair of the Mentor Travel
Awards Committee .

MARTIN-BAKER AWARD
The award honors two respected teachers of mycology, both of whom had
long and distinguished careers in mycology, and both of whom have faithfully served the Mycological Society of America in several capacities. It is
awarded to a recent (within 5 years) Ph.D. mycologist for the support of new or
ongoing research.

George W. Martin (b. 1886- d. 1971) (M.S. Rutgers University, 1915; Ph.D.
University of Chicago, 1922) was associated with the Botany Department of the
University of Iowa (Iowa City) from 1923 until his death in 1971. He served there
as Professor, Head of the Department (1953 to 1955), and Emeritus Professor.
After retirement in 1955, he was Visiting Professor for two years at the University of Illinois (Urbana), but then returned to the University of Iowa. Dr. Martin
was world-reknown for his phylogenetic concepts of the fungi and related organisms and for his authoritative research and taxonomic treatments of the Myxomycetes and the Tremellales. He served as an officer of various scientific
societies, was President of the Mycological Society of America (1944), was Editor-In-Chief of Mycologia (1950-1957), and was among the initial group honored
by the Botanical Society of America with a Certificate of Merit (1956). In 1970
he received the Henry Allan Gleason Award from the New York Botanic Garden. Dr. Martin’s infectious enthusiasm in teaching and research inspired students and colleagues alike. Of the 47 or more students who have received
graduate degrees under his direction, at least 30 have achieved their doctorates.
As his students will undoubtedly attest, Dr. Martin was a scholar who remained
a man of learning, generosity, culture and a good friend.

Gladys E. Baker (M.S. University of Iowa, 1932; Ph.D. Washington University,
St. Louis, 1935) taught at Vassar College from 1941 to 1961, and served 13 years
as Chair of the Plant Science Department where she directed 3 graduate students.
She offered the first course in medical mycology at seven women’s colleges. She
is a charter member of the Medical Mycological Society of the Americas and a
fellow of A.A.A.S. From 1961 to 1973 she taught at the University of Hawaii,
Manoa. There she supervised 13 graduate students for advanced degrees in both
general and medical mycology. Students remember her as an effective and enthusiastic teacher, a scientist with the highest integrity, and a warm and caring friend.
Fellow mycologists still admire her memorable work; the 21 illustrated plates in
MacBride & Martin, THE MYXOMYCETES (1934): the Antarctic Lichens
(1938) with C.W. Dodge; the nuclear behavior and monographic studies of the
genus Helicogloea; and the cytology and ecology of microfungi.

Application deadline: February 15th

Requirements: As an underlying philosophy, the initiators of this fund would
give preference to:
(1) support for good research by an individual in a small department, who,
because of heavy teaching schedules, may find it difficult to attract major grant
support.
(2) a recent (within the past five years) PhD mycologist.
(3) research in areas of expertise related to the works of Drs. Martin and Baker
and which includes a field component. Grants should not be given for indirect
costs, but should be applied directly to research needs. Funds are not to be
awarded for travel to meetings, although research related travel may be supported, if adequately justified. This award is made directly to the individual and
is not an institutional award.
(4) Recipients of grant awards are expected to submit to the MSA Research
Awards Committee a report of their use of grant funds and the results of their
research efforts. The latter may be in the form of a reprint of a published work.
Award amount: approximately $2000

Documents required:
(1) Cover letter.
(2) Curriculum vitae, with publication list and alternative support sources.
(3) Research proposal not to exceed three single-spaced pages including references and a proposed budget.

To apply: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf
format, to the Chair of the MSA Research Awards Committee. A CD with the
PDF file and a hard copy of the application would be appreciated, as they may be
useful in case there are problems with the electronic file. The application will be
considered to have arrived once all electronic files have been received in working order by the Chair. All application materials must be in English to be considered.
CLARK T. ROGERSON STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD
The purpose of this award shall be to support student travel to herbaria and/or
field sites to conduct research. Grants are available to undergraduate or graduate
students who are members of the Mycological Society of America.
Application deadline: February 15th
Award Amount: $1000.

Documents required:
(1) Cover letter.
(2) Curriculum vitae.
(3) A description not to exceed three single-spaced pages of the research project,
including an explanation of how this award will further the applicant’s research.
(4) A letter of support from the applicant’s major professor or mentor addressing
the student’s abilities and potential and briefly summarizing the student’s
research and the appropriateness of the award.

To apply: Send all of the items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably
in electronic format to the Chair of the Research Awards Committee. Confidential letters of reference may be submitted separately and directly from the referee to the Chair. A CD with the PDF file and a hard copy of the application
would be appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems with the
electronic file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files have been received in working order by the Chair. All documents
must be in English to be considered.
Note: The student receiving this award is expected to attend the award ceremony
at the MSA annual meeting.
FOREST FUNGAL ECOLOGY RESEARCH AWARD
This award supports ecological studies of fungal interactions in old growth
forests or other unique or endangered ecosystems. Proposals should address innovative approaches to examining fungal systems or interactions of individuals, or
groups of fungi, with hosts or substrates in old growth forests or other sensitive
ecosystems. Floristic and systematic studies will not be considered.
Application deadline: February 15th

Award Amount: We anticipate granting several awards ranging from $1250$2,500 each
Requirements: Applicants must be students working on their Masters or Ph.D.
degrees or be recent recipients of a Ph.D. Honors theses for BA/BS degree students may be considered. Applicants must be current members of MSA.
Continued on following page
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Documents required:
(1) Cover letter
(2) Proposal of not more than 6 single-spaced pages that includes the rationale for
the study and the hypotheses to be tested, a detailed description of the site to be
studied, methodologies to be used, description of the study design, including
specifics on the time line to complete the proposal (generally one year), and a
plan for dissemination of results.
(3) A letter of support from the major professor.
(4) Copy of the permit or letter requesting a permit if it is needed to work in a
sensitive site.
To apply: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf
format to the Chair of the Research Awards Committee. Confidential letters
of reference may be submitted separately and directly from the referee to the
Chair. A CD with the PDF file and a hard copy of the application would be
appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems with the electronic
file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files
have been received in working order by the Chair. All documents, with the
exception of the collecting permit, must be in English to be considered.
Note: The student receiving this award is expected to attend the award ceremony
at the MSA annual meeting.
FOREST FUNGAL ECOLOGY
POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH AWARD
This award supports ecological studies of fungal interactions in old growth
forests or other unique or endangered ecosystems.
Application deadline: February 15

th

Award amount: We anticipate granting several awards ranging from $1250$2,500 each.

Requirements: Applicants must be MSA members who have received their
PhD within the past 5 years, who have made significant contributions to our
understanding of Forest Fungal Ecology during that time, and who are currently
engaged in work in the area as a postdoctoral researcher.

Documents required:
(1) Cover letter should address the significance of the completed and current
work in Forest Fungal Ecology.
(2) Current curriculum vitae that includes a list of publications and other products
that demonstrate the contribution of the candidate to Forest Fungal Ecology.
(3) Two letters of support should address the significance of the completed and
current work in Forest Fungal Ecology.
To apply: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf
format to the Chair of the Research Awards Committee. Confidential letters
of reference may be submitted separately and directly from the referee to the
Chair. A CD with the PDF file and a hard copy of the application would be
appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems with the electronic
file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files
have been received in working order by the Chair. All documents must be in
English to be considered.
Note: The postdoc receiving this award is expected to attend the award ceremony
at the MSA annual meeting.
ALEXANDER H. AND HELEN V. SMITH RESEARCH AWARD
The primary purpose of the fund shall be to encourage the study of specimens of
macrofungi −fleshy basidiomycetes and ascomycetes − collected by Alexander
H. Smith and his associates. These collections and materials relating to them, are
currently deposited at the University of Michigan Herbarium. The fund will distribute grants-in-aid to cover all or a significant part of the expense of visiting the
Herbarium and working with the collections and materials relating to them.

Application deadline: February 15th
Award amount: $1200

Requirements: Grants may be made available to members of the Mycological
Society of America who are working actively on the taxonomy or floristics of the
fleshy fungi, with the main emphasis on supporting high quality research. Professional and trained “amateur” (i.e. para-professional) mycologists are eligible
and are encouraged to submit proposals. The individual should be at a point in
their studies where having full access to Alex’s material would advance the applicant’s work. These grants are not intended for preliminary studies of possible
lines of investigations.

Documents required:
(1) A proposal indicating how the study of Alex’s specimens and manuscripts
would advance the applicant’s work.
(2) An estimated budget to cover all or part of the anticipated expenses (e.g.
travel, per diem, copying, etc.).
(3) A current curriculum vitae.
Agreement of the Director of the University of Michigan Herbarium (or its successor as custodian for Alex’s specimens and materials relating to them) to have
the potential recipient(s) work there must be obtained before the grant is awarded.
In the event there are no suitable applications requesting the utilization of Alex’s
collections for floristic or monographic studies, the Awards Committee, at its discretion, may award grants to support field work on the fleshy fungi of North
America, or for other types of studies on the fleshy macrofungi of North America. If support for a field project is awarded to an applicant, duplicate/representative collections resulting from the field work are to be deposited at the University
of Michigan Herbarium. Prior arrangement should be made with the Director of
the Herbarium. Recipients of these grants-in-aid are asked to provide the University of Michigan Herbarium with copies of any publications that result from
this support. A summary of activity should be forwarded to the Awards Committee in a timely manner. In compliance with Internal Revenue Service Regulations, the grant recipient must submit all original receipts of expenditures of grant
funds to the Treasurer of the MSA. The receipt of documented expenditures by
the Treasurer may be necessary before complete funding of the proposal will be
made.
To apply:
Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format to
the Chair of the Research Awards Committee. A CD with the PDF file and a
hard copy of the application would be appreciated as they may be useful in case
there are problems with the electronic file. The application will be considered to
have arrived once all electronic files have been received in working order by the
Chair. All documents must be in English to be considered.
JOHN W. RIPPON RESEARCH AWARD
This award supports graduate student research on medically important fungi and
is open to M.S. and Ph.D. degree students. Proposals should address innovative
approaches to studying medically important fungi, including those that cause
mycoses, mycotoxicosis, mycoallergies, and mycetismus. Studies may be clinical in nature or may encompass various research areas, such as genetics, systematics, genomics, ecology, distribution, epidemiology, mechanisms of
pathogenicity, life cycles, or other appropriate areas, as long as the emphasis of
the study addresses the medical importance of the fungus.
Application deadline: February 15th
Award amount: $500

Requirements: Applicants must be students working on their Masters or Ph.D.
degrees. Student must be a current member of the MSA.

Documents required:
(1) Cover letter.
(2) Current curriculum vitae, including career plans and a paragraph regarding
training for the proposed work.
(3) Proposal of not more than 5 single-spaced pages that includes the rationale for
the study and the hypotheses to be tested, a detailed description of the fungus to
be studied, methodologies to be used, description of the study design, including
specifics on the time line to complete the proposal (generally one year), and a
plan for dissemination of results. Students are encouraged to present their results
at a MSA meeting.
(4) Include description of how the proposed research will benefit the field of medical mycology.
(5) Two letters of support, one of which is from the major professor.

To apply: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf
format to the Chair of the Research Awards Committee. Confidential letters
of reference may be submitted separately and directly from the referee to the
Chair. A CD with the PDF file and a hard copy of the application would be appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems with the electronic file.
The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files have
been received in working order by the Chair. All documents must be in English
to be considered.
Note: The student receiving this award is expected to attend the award ceremony
at the MSA annual meeting.
Continued on following page
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SALOMON BARTNICKI-GARCIA AWARD
This award honors Dr. Salomon Bartnicki-Garcia and his many contributions to
fungal cell biology. The award was established by contributions from several of
Dr. Bartnicki-Garcia’s many colleagues and admirers, including a generous donation from Novozymes Inc. Through his over forty years of research in fungal biochemistry, cell structure, and theoretical biology, Professor Bartnicki-Garcia stands
as the preeminent contributor to our understanding of the fungal cell, and he has
been a major influence in the careers of numerous young scientists. The goal of this
award is to encourage continued participation in MSA by young mycologists who
are working in the areas of biochemistry, genetics and cell biology.
Application deadline: February 15th

Award amount: $500.

Requirements: Graduate and undergraduate students are eligible to apply.
Undergraduate applicants must be carrying out senior honors research or its
equivalent. Applicants must be members of MSA or must have applied for membership at the time of the award application.

Documents required:
(1) Cover letter, which includes a description of the applicant’s career goals.
(2) Curriculum vitae.
(3) A brief description of the research project, not to exceed one single-spaced
page, explaining how the award will be used. Literature citations, if needed,
should be included in the single page.
(4) A letter of support from the applicant’s major professor or mentor. For undergraduates, the letter should address the nature and promise of the applicant’s
career goals.

To apply:
Send all of the items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in electronic format to the Chair of the Research Awards Committee. Confidential
letters of reference may be submitted separately and directly from the referee to
the Chair. A CD with the PDF file and a hard copy of the application would be
appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems with the electronic
file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files
have been received in working order by the Chair. All documents must be in
English to be considered.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH AWARD
This award will be offered for student research covering any topic related to fungal biology (and organisms traditionally studied by mycologists) including: medical mycology, cell biology, physiology, systematics, evolution, genomics and
ecology. The undergraduate student awardee will conduct independent or
directed research under the guidance of a research mentor. This award is open to
all undergraduate students with sophomore, junior, or senior standing. The selection of award recipients will be based on the merit of the proposed research with
special attention given to the potential of the student to contribute to existing
knowledge of fungal biology. Award decisions will be based on the quality of
the application and the qualifications of the individual undergraduate student who
is applying. The fellowships will be selected based on scholastic achievements
(with a copy of transcripts), a research proposal outlining the planned project and
timeline (limited to 2 pages including references cited), and a letter of recommendation from the research mentor. The Student Award Committee will select
the recipient each year.
Application deadline: February 15th

Award Amount: $500

Eligibility: Applicants must be an undergraduate student with sophomore, junior, or senior standing who is conducting research on a fungal biology topic. Successful applicants will have the support of a faculty mentor.
Documents required:
(1) Copy of college or university transcripts.
(2) A research proposal outline the project and timeline (2 page limit, including
references).
(3) A letter of recommendation from the research mentor.

To apply: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf
format to the Chair of the Student Awards Committee. Confidential letter of
recommendation may be submitted separately and directly from the research
mentor to the Chair.
Note: The student receiving this award is expected to attend the award ceremony
at the MSA annual meeting

Note: The student receiving this award is expected to attend the award ceremony
at the MSA annual meeting.

FUNGI IN THE NEWS
In case you missed it, some articles about fungi….
Flowers, Fungi & Felines: An Unusual Epidemic in Brazil
Halloween has passed but this Body Horrors story lives on:
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/bodyhorrors/2014/10/24/sporothrix-felines-brazil/
Chemists Discover Why This Mushroom Tastes Like Maple Syrup.
Candy cap mushrooms have become a trendy food. These unusual little things taste
exactly like maple syrup - to the point where the extract from them is put in cakes and
ice cream. Chemists finally found out why, after over twenty-five years of research.
http://io9.com/chemists-discover-why-this-mushroom-tastes-like-maple-s-1648492868

Before You Take A Bite Of That Mushroom, ConsiderThis
The grocery store packet of porcini mushrooms shown in this photo contained a surprise.
DNA sequencing of the shop-bought mushrooms resulted in the description of three
species of fungi never before named or described.
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2014/09/23/350925545/before-you-take-a-bite-ofthat-mushroom-consider-this
From: Dentinger, B.T. & Suz, L.M. (2014). What’s for dinner?: Undescribed species in
commercial porcini from China. PeerJ 2:e570
https://peerj.com/articles/570/
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MYCOLOGICAL CLASSIFIEDS
Mycological Student Section Undergraduate Representative
The MSA Student Section is looking for an Undergraduate Representative for the Executive Board of the Student
Section, to speak for undergraduate needs. Faculty, grad
students, and postdocs are invited to nominate their

undergraduate student. A nomination should include a
short paragraph on the undergrad’s strengths and academic
potential. Send your nomination by December 15th to msastudents@msafungi.org!

Biological Control, Biotechnology and Regulatory Services
Center for Regulatory Research, LLC specializes in regulatory permit application services for biological control and
biotechnology organisms/products. Let us evaluate your
research discoveries for commercial potential and environmental impacts. We also offer assistance with writing pro-

posals for SBIR grant programs (Small Business Innovation
Research) that fund new commercial ventures. Contact Dr.
Sue Cohen by email (sdcohen@regresearch.com) or by
phone (612-246-3838). For more information about our company, visit our website at www.regresearch.com.

MYCOLOGIST’S BOOKSHELF
The updated list of books available for review includes two new books that have recently come available;
one of them already has a reviewer assigned. If you are interested in reviewing a book, contact me
(robert.marra@ct.gov) and I will have the book “drop-shipped” directly from the publisher; this will streamline the process at my end and will save our Society from racking up considerable shipping expenses. A book
goes to the first person requesting it, and I ask that you get your reviews to me in a reasonably timely manner. Also, if you know of a newly published book that might be of interest to mycologists, please let me know
so I can request it from the publisher.
I am also requesting that if you have had a book for an extended period of time – you know who you are!
– please contact me so that we may discuss a reasonable timeframe for completion of the review.
—Bob Marra

Books in Need of Reviewers

• **Fossil Fungi. 2014. Thomas N. Taylor, Michael Krings, Edith L. Taylor. Academic Press (Elsevier). ISBN: 9780123877314. 398 pp. Price:
$150. (eBook also available: ISBN: 9780123877543; price $150).
• Guide to the Common Fungi of the Semiarid Region of Brazil. 2013.
M. A. Neves, I. G. Baseia, E. R. Drechsler-Santos, A. Góes-Neto. TECC
Editora. In English and Portuguese. ISBN: 978-85-65005-03-6. 132 pp,
color. Price: $34.95 (paperback).

• Desert Truffles. Phylogeny, Physiology, Distribution and Domestication. 2014. V. Kagan-Zur, N. Roth-Bejerano, Y. Sitrit, A. Morte (Eds).
Soil Biology Series, v.38. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com.
ISBN: 978-3-642-40095-7. 397 pp, 97 illus., 47 in color. Price: $189
(hardcover). Also available as eBook pdf download, ISBN 978-3-64240096-4, Price: $149.
• Phytopathogenic Dothideomycetes. 2013. P.W. Crous, G.J.M. Verkley,
J.Z. Groenewald (Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No. 75. CBS Fungal
Biodiversity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-96-0.
406 pp, fully illustrated with color pictures (A4 format). Price: € 70
(paperback).

• The Genus Tricholoma. 2013. Fungi of Northern Europe, v.4. Morten
Christensen and Jacob Heilmann-Claasen. Koeltz Scientific Books,
Koenigstein, Germany. www.koeltz.com. ISBN: 978-8-798-35818-3. 228
pp, with color illustrations. Price: € 56 (hardcover).
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• Fusarium: Genomics, Molecular and Cellular Biology. 2013. Daren W.
Brown and Robert H. Proctor, eds. Caister Academic Press, Norfolk, UK.
www.caister.com. ISBN: 978-1-908230-25-6. 182 pp plus color plates.
$319 (hardcover).

• Tricholomas of North America. 2013. The Corrie Herring Hooks Series
No. 68. Alan Bessette, Arleen Bessette, William Roody, Steven Trudell.
University of Texas Press. http://www.utexas.edu/utpress/. ISBN 978-0292-74233-8. 220 pp, 186 color photos. Price $29.95 (softcover).
• Development of Aspergillus niger. 2013. J. Dijksterhuis, H. Wosten
(Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No. 74. CBS Fungal Biodiversity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-93-9. 85 pp, fully
illustrated with color pictures (A4 format). Price: € 40 (softcover).
• Microbial Carotenoids from Fungi: Methods and Protocols. 2012.
Jose-Luis Barredo (Ed.). Humana Press (Springer). www.springer.com.
ISBN: 978-1-61779-917-4. 290 pp, 51 illus., 9 in color. Price: $119 (hardcover); $94.99 (e-book).

• Plant Fungal Pathogens: Methods and Protocols. 2012. Melvin D Bolton,
Bart PHJ Thomma (Eds). Part of the “Methods in Molecular Biology” series,
v.835. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-617795008. 769 pp, 138 illus., 74 in color. Price: $159.00 (hardcover).
**New this issue

Books with Reviewers Assigned
• **Checklist of the non-lichenized ascomycetes of Sweden. 2014. Ove
Eriksson. Symbolae Botanicae Upsalienses 36(2). Uppsala University
Library, Uppsala, Sweden. www.uu.se. ISBN 978-91-554-8870-3. 499 pp,
4 illus. Price: 414 SEK (hardcover).

• Mushrooms of the Midwest. 2014. Michael Kuo and Andrew S.
Methven. University of Illinois Press, Champaign, IL, www.press.illinois.edu. ISBN: 978-0-252-07976-4. 440 pp, 833 color photographs, map.
Price: $39.95 (paperback).
• The Mycota, Vol. 10: Industrial Applications, 2nd ed. 2011. Martin
Hofrichter (Ed.). Karl Esser (Series Ed.). Springer. www.springer.com.
ISBN: 978-3-642-11457-1. 485 pp, 152 illus. Price: $269.00 (hardcover).

• Edible Ectomycorrhizal Mushrooms: Current Knowledge and Future
Prospects. 2012. Alessandra Zambonelli and Gregory Bonito (Eds.).
Springer. www.springer.com. ISBN 978-3-642-33822-9. 409 pp, 35 illus
(16 in color). Price: $209 (hardcover); also available as eBook pdf download, ISBN 978-3-642-33823-6, $159.
• Taxonomic Manual of the Erysiphales (Powdery Mildews). 2012. Uwe
Braun and R.T.A. Cook. CBS Biodiversity Series 11.
http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-89-2. 707 pp, 853 figures.
Price: € 80 (hardcover).

• Biodiversity in Dead Wood. 2012 Juha Siitonen, Bengt Gunnar Jonsson.
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK. www.cambridge.org.
ISBN: 9780521717038. 524 pp, 92 b/w illus. 21 tables. Price: £38.00
(paperback).

• Pollination Biology. 2012. D. P. Abrol. Biodiversity, Conservation, and
Agricultural Production. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com.
ISBN: 978-94-007-1941-5. 792pp, 23 illus., 18 in color. Price: $209.00
(hardcover).
• Fungal Plant Pathogens (Principles and Protocols Series). March 2012.
CR Lane, P Beales, KJK Hughes (Eds). CABI, Oxfordshire, UK.
www.cabi.org. 978-1-8459-3668-6. 324 pp. Price: $75.

• Practical Guide to Turfgrass Fungicides. 2011. Richard Latin. APS
Press, St. Paul, MN. www.apsnet.org. ISBN: 978-0-89054-392-4. 280 pp,
115 images, 29 chemical structures. Price: $139.95 (hardcover).

• Tree Thinking: An Introduction to Phylogenetic Biology. Available
July 2012. David Baum and Stacey Smith. Roberts & Company Publishers, Greenwood Village, CO. www.roberts-publishers.com/. ISBN: 978-19362-2116-5. 400 pp, b&w. Price: $60 (hardback).

• Forest Health: An Integrated Perspective. 2011. John D. Castello,
Stephen A. Teale (eds.). Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK.
www.cambridge.org. ISBN: 9780521766692. 404 pp, 80 b/w illus. 7
tables. Price: £65.00 (hardcover).

• Yeast Research: An Historical Overview. 2011. James A. Barnett, Linda
Barnett. ASM Press, Washington, DC. www.asmpress.org. ISBN: 978-155581-516-5. 392 pp, illus. Price: $159.95 (hardcover).

• Medically Important Fungi: A Guide to Identification, 5th ed. 2011.
Davise H. Larone. ASM Press, Washington, DC. www.asmpress.org.
ISBN: 978-1-55581-660-5. 508 pp, illus, color plates. Price $109.95 (hardcover).

• Microbial Biofilms: Current Research and Applications. 2012. Gavin
Lear, Gillian D. Lewis (Eds.). Caister Academic Press, Norfolk, UK.
www.caister.com. 228 pp. Price: GB £159, US $310 (hardcover).

• Atlas of Soil Ascomycetes. 2012. J. Guarro, J. Gene, A.M. Stchigel and
M.J. Figueras. CBS Biodiversity Series 10. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/.
ISBN: 978-90-70351-88-5. 486 pp, 322 figures. Price: € 70 (hardcover).

• Fungal Biology in the Origin and Emergence of Life. 2013. David
Moore. Cambridge University Press. www.cambridge.org. ISBN: 978-1107652-77-4. 236 pp, 28 b/2 illus, 2 tables. Price: $42.99 (softcover).

• The Mycota, v.IX: Fungal Associations. 2012. Bertold Hock (Ed.).
Springer. www.springer.com. ISBN 978-3-642-30825-3. 406 pp, 84 illus
(62 in color). Price: $269 (hardcover). Also available as eBook (pdf download), price: $209.
• Funga Nordica, 2nd ed. 2012. H. Knudsen and J. Vesterholt (Eds.).
Nordsvamp, Copenhagen. ISBN: 9788798396130. 1083 pp (2 volumes).
Price £95, €111.15.

• The Analysis of Biological Data. 2009. Michael Whitlock and Dolph
Schluter. Roberts & Company Publishers, Greenwood Village, CO.
www.roberts-publishers.com/. ISBN: 978-0-9815-1940-1. 704 pp, full
color. Price: $80 (hardback).

• Ophiostomatoid Fungi: Expanding Frontiers. 2013. K. Seifert, Z. Wilhelm de Beer, M. J. Wingfield (Eds.). CBS Biodiversity Series 12.
http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-94-6. 337 pp, fully illustrated. Price: € 75 (hardcover).

• Neurospora: Genomics and Molecular Biology. January 2013. D. P.
Kasbekar and K McCluskey (Eds.). Horizon Press. http://www.horizonpress.com. ISBN: 978-1-908230-12-6. 294 pp, w/illus. Price: $319 (hardback).

• Indian Coelomycetes. 2012. J. Muthumary. MJP Publishers, New Delhi,
Indian. http://www.mjppublishers.com/index.html. ISBN: 978-81-8094162-7. 366 pp, illustrations and photomicrographs. $50 (hardcover).

• The Kingdom of Fungi. 2013. Jens H. Petersen. Princeton University
Press. http://press.princeton.edu/. ISBN: 978-06-91157-54-2. 256 pp,
800+ color photos. $29.95 (cloth). Also available as eBook.

• A Primer of Botanical Latin with Vocabulary. Available March 2013.
Emma Short & Alex George. Cambridge University Press. www.cambridge.org. ISBN 978-11-07693-75-3. 102 tables, 21 exercises. Price
£24.99 (paperback).

• Key For Identification of Common Phytophthora Species. 2011. Jean
Beagle Ristaino. APS Press, St. Paul, MN. www.apsnet.org. ISBN: 978-089054-397-9. CD-ROM. Price: $269.00 (single user).

• Plant Fungal Pathogens: Methods and Protocols. 2012. Melvin D
Bolton, Bart PHJ Thomma (Eds). Part of the “Methods in Molecular Biology” series, v.835. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN:
978-1-61779-5008. 769 pp, 138 illus., 74 in color. Price: $159.00 (hardcover).

• Endophytes of Forest Trees: Biology and Applications. 2011. Anna
Maria Pirttila, Carolin Frank (Eds.). Forestry Science Series, v.80.
Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-94-007-1598-1.
322 pp, Price: $209.00 (hardcover). also available as eBook pdf download,
ISBN 978-94-007-1599-8, $159. Review Copy online only; hardcover
copy provided following receipt of published review.

• Laboratory Protocols in Fungal Biology: Current Methods in Fungal
Biology. Avail June 2012. Vijai Kumar Gupta, Maria Tuohy, Eds.
Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-4614-2355-3.
802 pp, 105 illus., 40 in color. Price: $279.00 (hardcover). Review Copy
online only; hardcover copy provided following receipt of published
review.
• Rosellinia – a world monograph. 2013. Liliane E. Petrini. Bibliotheca
Mycologica, Band 205. www.schweizerbart.de/. ISBN: 978-3-443-591076. 410 pp, 72 photograph plates and line drawings. € 119 (paperback).

• Texas Mushrooms: A Field Guide. 1992 (new preface 2013). The Corrie Herring Hooks Series No. 18. Susan Metzler and Van Metzler (Orson
K. Miller, Jr., Scientific Adviser). University of Texas Press.
http://www.utexas.edu/utpress/. ISBN 978-0-292-75126-2. 360 pp, 249
illustrations, 2 figures, 1 map, 11 tables. Price: $39.95 (softcover).
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MYCOLOGICAL JOBS
Plant Pathogenic Fungi Expert, Universidade de Brasília
“To the overseas Brazilian and Fluently Portuguese Speaking PhDs specialized in Plant Pathogenic Fungi
with experience in herbarium, culturing, identification, and
molecular phylogeny of plant pathogens”
Registration is open at the Universidade de Brasília for
the selection of a PhD with post-doctoral experience on the
taxonomy and phylogeny of plant pathogenic fungi. The
entire process is performed exclusively in Portuguese, and

the foreign candidate will have to obtain a Permanent Brazilian Residence Visa before they are accepted, if approved in
the competition. Detailed information and the entire candidate registration process must be done through the site:
http://www.srh.unb.br/concursos/docente-2014/category/9101-edital-de-abertura-n3882014.
—José Carmine Dianese
Emeritus Professor, Universidade de Brasília

Genomics Faculty Position, Clemson University
The Department of Biological Sciences in the College of
Agriculture, Forestry, and Life Sciences at Clemson University invites applications for a full-time tenure-track faculty
appointment to begin August 2015 in Eukaryotic Genomics.
We seek colleagues who are applying genomic tools to
address important biological questions ranging from human
health and disease to the origin and maintenance of organismal diversity and adaptation. All areas of genomics will be
considered including, but not limited to functional, population, personal, translational, ecological, evolutionary, evolutionary biomedicine, or epi-genomics. Specific areas that
complement the strengths of the department will be given
special consideration.
Clemson University is ranked 20th among national public universities by U.S. News & World Report and is located
on Lake Hartwell near the Blue Ridge mountains in beautiful Upstate South Carolina. The Department offers the
opportunity to collaborate with other faculty with diverse
research interests across the biological sciences. Bachelor’s,

Master’s, and PhD degrees are offered in microbiology, biological sciences, and environmental toxicology. The successful candidate’s research is expected to support the emphasis
areas of Sustainable Environment or Biotechnology and Biomedical Sciences at Clemson University (http://www.clemson.edu/research/innovation/emphasis.html).
Applicants must have a PhD, postdoctoral experience,
and a strong publication record. The successful applicant is
expected to establish a nationally recognized, externally
funded research program, and to contribute to the Department’s undergraduate and graduate teaching missions. We
offer very competitive salaries and start-up packages. We
anticipate making the appointments at the Assistant Professor level.
Review of applications will begin November 1, 2014
and continue until the position is filled. Further information
about these positions and the department are available at:
http://www.clemson.edu/biosci and http://findjobs.clemson.edu. EEO/AA/ADA.

Mycological Society of America — Gift Membership Form
Sponsoring a gift membership in MSA offers tangible support both for the recipient of the membership as well as for
mycology in general. Providing both Mycologia and Inoculum, a gift membership is an excellent way to further the
efforts of our mycological colleagues, especially those who cannot afford an MSA membership. In addition to a feeling of great satisfaction, you also will receive a convenient reminder for renewal of the gift membership the following
year.
I want to provide an MSA Gift Membership to the following individual:
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________
Institution ______________________________________________________________________________________
Complete Address ______________________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________ FAX _________________________ Email _______________________
Please send renewal notices to:
(YOUR name) __________________________________________________________________________________
(YOUR address) ________________________________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________ FAX _______________________ Email _______________________
I agree to pay $98* for this membership by check (payable to MSA, drawn on US bank) ___ VISA ___ Mastercard ___
Acct. # _________________ Name (as it appears on card) _____________________________ Exp. date __________
Send this form to: MSA Business Office, PO Box 1897, Lawrence KS 66044
or FAX to (785) 843-1274, Attn: Processing Department
*If this membership is given after June 1, please add $10 to cover postage for past issues.
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MYCOLOGY ON-LINE
Below is an alphabetical list of websites featured in Inoculum. Those wishing to add sites to this directory or to edit addresses should email
jkerrig@clemson.edu. Unless otherwise notified, listings will be automatically deleted after one year (at the editors discretion).
In depth information about the genus Amanita
www.amanitaceae.org

Index of Fungi
www.indexfungorum.org/names/names.asp

A New Web Page About Tropical Fungi, Hongos Del Parque “El Haya”
(58-5)
hongosdelhaya.blogspot.com/

Interactive Key to Hypocreales of Southeastern United States (57-2)
nt.ars-grin.gov/sbmlweb/fungi/keydata.cfm

ASCOFrance.com, a very useful site for illustrations of ascomycetes
including anamorphs (accessible in both French and English)
ascofrance.com/?lang=us

ISHAM: the International Society for Human and Animal Mycology
www.isham.org
JSTOR (58-3)
jstor.org

Basidiomycete Research Group (University of Helsinki, Finland) studies systematics, ecology and evolution of fungi in forest environment.
www.basidio.fi

McCrone Research Institute is an internationally recognized not-forprofit institute specializing primarily in teaching applied microscopy.
59(4)
www.mcri.org

Bibliography of Systematic Mycology
www.speciesfungorum.org/BSM/bsm.htm

Mountain Justice Summer (58-3)
www.MountainJusticeSummer.org

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory; Meetings & Courses Programs
(58-2)
meetings.cshl.edu

Mycology Education Mart where all relevant mycology courses can be
posted. www2.bio.ku.dk/mycology/courses/

Collection of 800 Pictures of Macro- and Micro-fungi
www.mycolog.com
Cornell Mushroom Blog (58-1)
http://blog.mycology.cornell.edu/

MycoKey
www.mycokey.com
The Myconet Classification of the Ascomycota
www.fieldmuseum.org/myconet

Cortbase (58-2)
andromeda.botany.gu.se/cortbase.html

New Electronic Journal about mushrooms from Southeast Mexico
(61-4)
http://fungavera.blogspot.com

Corticoid Nomenclatural Database (56-2)
www.phyloinformatics.org/

Northeast Mycological Federation (NEMF) foray database (58-2)
http://www.nemf.org/forays.htm

The Cybertruffle internet server for mycology seeks to provide information about fungi from a global standpoint (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk

Pacific Northwest Fungi
www.pnwfungi.org/

Cyberliber, a digital library for mycology (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/cyberliber
Cybernome provides information about fungi and their associated
organisms, with access to over 548,000 records of scientific names
(59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/cybernome
Dictionary of The Fungi Classification
www.indexfungorum.org/names/fundic.asp
Fungal Environmental Sampling and Informatics Network (58-2)
www.bio.utk.edu/fesin/
German Mycological Society DGfM
www.dgfm-ev.de
Glomeromycota PHYLOGENY
amf-phylogeny.com
International Society for Human and Animal Mycology
www.isham.org
Medical Mycology journal
www.isham.org
Mycologia
mycologia.org
Humboldt Institute — Located on the eastern coast of Maine, the
institute is known for the series of advanced and professional-level
natural history seminars it has offered since 1987, along with ecological restoration seminars and expeditions to the neotropics. It
publishes the two peer-reviewed journals, Northeastern Naturalist
and Southeastern Naturalist.
www.eaglehill.us
Taxonomy of the Hysteriaceae & Mytilinidiaceae (Pleosporomycetidae, Dothideomycetes, Ascomycota) to facilitate species identification using a set of updated and revised keys based on those first
published by Hans Zogg in 1962. 59(4)
www.eboehm.com/

Pleurotus spp.
www.oystermushrooms.net
Rare, Endangered or Under-recorded Fungi in Ukraine (56-2)
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/redlists/index.htm
Registry of Mushrooms in Art
http://namyco.org/art_registry/index.html
Robigalia provides information about field observations, published
records and reference collection specimens of fungi and their associated organisms, with access to over 685,000 records (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/robigalia
Tree canopy biodiversity project University of Central Missouri
(58-4)
http://www.discoverlife.org/nh/tx/Fungi/canopy_biodiversity.html

Trichomycete site includes monograph, interactive keys, a complete database, world literature, etc. (61-4)
www.nhm.ku.edu/~fungi
The TRTC Fungarium (58-1)
bbc.botany.utoronto.ca/ROM/TRTCFungarium/home.php
U.S. National Fungus Collections (BPI) Complete Mushroom Specimen Database (57-1)
www.ars.usda.gov/ba/psi/sbml
Valhalla provides information about past mycologists, with names,
dates of birth and death and, in some cases, biographies and/or portraits (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/valhalla
Website for the mycological journal Mycena (56-2)
www.mycena.org/index.htm
Wild Mushrooms From Tokyo
www.ne.jp/asahi/mushroom/tokyo/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOTE TO MEMBERS:
Those wishing to list upcoming mycological courses, workshops, conventions, symposia,
and forays in the Calendar of Events should include complete postal/electronic addresses
and submit to Inoculum editor Julia Kerrigan at jkerrig@clemson.edu.
November 4-7, 2014
VIII Latin-American Congress of Mycology
(VIII CLAM)
Colombia: the Crossroads of Latin-America’s
Fungal Diversity
Centro de Convenciones Plaza Mayor,
Medellín, Colombia
http://www.almic.org/
March 17-22, 2015
The 28th Fungal Genetics Conference
Asilomar, California
http://www.genetics-gsa.org/fungal/2015/
March 23, 2015
Fungal genomics workshop
Walnut Creek, California
http://usermeeting.jgi.doe.gov/
March 24- 26, 2015
The 10th Annual DOE Joint Genome Institute
User Meeting
Genomics of Energy & Environment Meeting
Walnut Creek, California
http://usermeeting.jgi.doe.gov/
April, 2015 (dates and location TBD)
Mid-Atlantic States Mycology Conference
June 2015 (dates TBD)
Cellular & Molecular Fungal Biology,
Gordon Research Conference
Holderness School,
Holderness, New Hampshire

July 24-30, 2015
Mycological Society of America and the
Botanical Society of America joint meeting
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
August 1-5, 2015
American Phytopathological Society
annual meeting
Pasadena, California
August 3-7, 2015
Eighth International Conference of Mycorrhiza
(ICOM8)
Flagstaff, Arizona
http://nau.edu/Merriam-Powell/ICOM8/
August 24-27, 2015
International Plant Protection Congress
Berlin, Germany
http://www.ippc2015.de/
September 21-25, 2015
XVII Congress of European Mycologists
Madeira, Portugal
http://www.euromould.org/
July 30-August 3, 2016
American Phytopathological Society
annual meeting
Tampa, Florida
2016 (dates TBD)
Brazilian Mycological Congress,
Congresso Brasileiro de Micologia
Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina
Florianópolis, Santa Catarina, Brazil

REMINDER: MSA Directory Update
Is your information up-to-date in the MSA directory? The Society is relying more and more on email to
bring you the latest MSA news, awards announcements and other timely information, and our newsletter. To
ensure that you receive Society blast emails and the Inoculum as soon as it comes out, and so that your colleagues can keep in touch, please check the accuracy of your email address and contact information in the
online directory. This can be accessed via our web site at www.msafungi.org. If you need assistance with
updating your membership information, or help with your membership log-in ID and password, please contact Allen Press at msa@allenpress.com.
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MSA Sustaining Members 2014
The Society is extremely grateful for the continuing support of its Sustaining
Members. Please patronize them and, whenever possible, let their representatives know of our appreciation.
Fungi Perfecti
Attn: Paul Stamets
PO Box 7634
Olympia, WA, 98507
(360)426-9292
info@fungi.com
Mycotaxon, Ltd.
Attn: Richard P. Korf
PO Box 264
Ithaca, NY, 14851-0264
(607) 273-0508
info@mycotaxon.com
Triarch, Inc.
Attn: P.L. Conant - President
PO Box 98
Ripon, WI, 54971
(920)748-5125
Sylvan, Inc.
Attn: Mark Wach
Research Dept Library
198 Nolte Drive
Kittanning, PA, 16201
(724)543-3948
mwach@sylvaninc.com

Syngenta Seeds, Inc.
Attn: Rita Kuznia
Dept Head, Plant Pathology
317 330th Street
Stanton, MN, 55018-4308
(507) 663-7631
rita.kuznia@syngenta.com
Genencor Internation, Inc.
Attn: Michael Ward
925 Page Mill Rd
Palo Alto, CA, 94304
(650)846-5850
mward@genencor.com
Novozymes, Inc.
Attn: Wendy Yoder
1445 Drew Ave
Davis, CA, 95618
(530) 757-8110
wty@novozymes.com
BCN Research Laboratories, Inc.
Attn: Emilia Rico
2491 Stock Creek Blvd
Rockford, TN, 37853
(865)558-6819
emirico@msn.com

You are encouraged to inform the Membership Committee (Jose Herrera, Chair, jose.herrera@wnmu.edu) of firms or foundations that might be approached about Sustaining Membership in the MSA. Sustaining members have all the rights and privileges of individual members in
the MSA and are listed as Sustaining Members in all issues of Mycologia and Inoculum.
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MSA Endowment Funds
Contributions

inoculum
The Newsletter
of the
Mycological
Society of America
Supplement to Mycologia
Volume 65, No. 6
November 2014
Inoculum is published six times a year in
odd-numbered months (January, March,
May, July, September, November). Submit
copy to the Editor by email as attachments,
preferably in MS Word. If you submit pictures, these need to be sent as separate
JPGs or GIFFs, not embedded in the word
document. The Editor reserves the right to
edit copy submitted in accordance with the
policies of Inoculum and the Council of the
Mycological Society of America.
Julia Kerrigan, Editor
School of Agricultural, Forest,
and Environmental Sciences
Clemson University
Clemson, SC 29634-0310
Phone: 864-656-2640
jkerrig@clemson.edu

MSA Officers
President, D. Jean Lodge
USDA-Forest Service
Northern Research Station
PO Box 1377
Luquillo, PR 00773
Phone: 787-889-7445
Fax: 787-889-7477
djlodge@caribe.net
President-Elect, Kerry O’Donnell
NCAUR ARS USDA
1815 N. University St.
Peoria, IL 61604
Phone: 309-681-6383
kerry.odonnell@ars.usda.gov
Vice President, Georgiana May
College of Biological Sciences
University of Minnesota
1477 California Ave.
Saint Paul, MN 55108
Phone: 612-624-6737
Fax: 612-624-6777
gmay@umn.edu
Executive Vice President, Lori Carris
Washington State University
Dept of Plant Pathology
PO Box 646430
Pullman, WA 99164
Phone: 509-335-3733
Fax: 509-335-9581
carris@wsu.edu
Treasurer, Sharon Cantrell
Science and Technology
Universidad del Turabo
P.O. Box 3030
Gurabo, Puerto Rico 00778
Phone: 787-743-7979
scantrel@suagm.edu
Past President, Joey Spatafora
Joseph.Spatafora@oregonstate.edu

MSA Homepage: msafungi.org

I wish to contribute $________ to the following named fund(s):
____
____
____
____
____
____

Alexopoulos
Barksdale-Raper
Barr
Bigelow
Butler
Denison

____
____
____
____
____

Emerson-Fuller-Whisler
Fitzpatrick
Gilbertson
Korf
Luttrell

____
____
____
____
____

Miller
Thiers
Trappe
Uecker
Wells

Research Funds
____ Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Award
____ Myron P. Backus Graduate Award
____ Clark T. Rogerson Award
____ George W. Martin/Gladys E. Baker Award
____ John Rippon Graduate Research Award
____ Undergraduate Research Award
____ Salomón Bartnicki-García Research Award
Other Funds
____ Constantine J. Alexopoulos Prize
____ John S. Karling Lecture Fund
____ Uncommitted Endowment
____ Other (specify)
I wish to pledge $_____________ a year for ____________ years
_____ to the following fund (s) ____________________________
_____ to some other specified purpose ______________________
_____ to the uncommitted endowment
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
___ Check ____ Credit Card (Visa, MC, etc): ________________
Credit Card No. ____________________ Exp. Date: _________
Signature: __________________________________________

Please send this completed form and your contribution to:

Jeff Mercer
Association Manager
Allen Press Inc.
810 East 10th St
Lawrence Kansas 66044
Please make checks payable to the

Mycological Society of America

An Invitation to Join MSA
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Cyber Memberships
____ Regular
____ Student
____ Postdoctoral
____ Associate Member
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Life
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Affliated Society
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$90
$50
$70
$50
$50

(Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)
(Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)
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(Does not include online access to Mycologia)
(Note: approved Emeritus members pay no dues. This is a new option
for Emeritus members who choose online access to Mycologia)
$278 or more
$1,500
$90 plus $20 annually for each additional member
$90
No dues

Print Subscriptions (in addition to above membership fee)
____ Shipped to a Domestic (USA) destination $60 annually
____ Shipped to a Non-USA destination
$85 annually
Discounted Memberships
Members from developing countries may request a 50% reduction in membership dues that includes online only journal
access, subject to approval by MSA Council.

AREAS OF INTEREST
Mark most appropriate area(s)
____ Cell Biology – Physiology

(including cytological, ultrastructural, metabolic regulatory and developmental
aspects of cells)

____ Ecology – Pathology

(including phytopathology, medical mycology, symbiotic associations, saprobic
relationships and community structure/dynamics)

____ Genetics – Molecular Biology

(including transmission, population and molecular genetics and molecular
mechanisms of gene expression)

____ Systematics – Evolution

(including taxonomy, comparative morphology molecular systematics,
phylogenetic inference, and population biology)
Botryozyma americana thallus formation. From Mycologia 105(1):34-51.
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