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President’s Corner
October already! It seems like only last week that we were enjoying a stellar MSA meeting in Fairbanks, Alaska. Nonetheless,
the stack of ungraded quizzes on my desk confirms that the academic year is in full swing, and that we are hurtling toward winter. Already, I am looking forward, with some trepidation, to next
summer and the MSA meeting at Yale University, in New Haven,
Connecticut. I say ‘trepidation’ because I find myself on the Local
Arrangements Committee, along with Erik Hobbie and Bob
Marra. Being part of the meeting planning process is a new experience for me, and it gives me an even greater appreciation for the
efforts of past hosts and Program Committees. The 2012 crew certainly has a tough act to follow. Last summer’s meeting was scientifically rich (comments on content follow), and the whole gathering had a friendly, relaxed feeling. Lee Taylor and Gary Laursen
demonstrated tremendous organizational and political talents in
pulling together a well-run event with strong support for students,
and Andy Miller and his colleagues on the Program Committee
assembled an engaging program that had the judges for best student presentations running ragged (thanks to Andy Methven and
everyone involved in the diverse awards for their important, difficult work). I am reminded again and again that the MSA depends
heavily on the voluntary service of its dedicated members. To
everyone who has served the Society as an officer or on one of our
many Committees, thank you.
The 2011 MSA meeting had many highlights, but, as always,
the two major lectures set the tone. Tom Bruns presented a
thoughtful analysis of the processes that maintain local diversity
of ectomycorrhizal fungi, while Joe Heitman’s talk on the evolution of sex in Fungi was accessible, relevant and motivating to all
in the audience, from hard-core mechanistic cell and molecular biologists to the ecology and evolution contingent. Joe, who is obContinued on following page
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Fig. 1. Word cloud based on titles of presentations at the
2011 meeting of the Mycological Society of America, Fairbanks, Alaska.

viously tremendously busy, hung out with us for the whole
meeting, participated in the foray and interacted fully with
the MSA crowd. In the process, he demonstrated the kind of
open-minded intellectual curiosity that marks a great scientist. Thank you, Joe, for joining us—please come back!
Of course, an MSA meeting is made up of much more
than the marquee events. In an attempt to summarize the scientific themes of the meeting, I constructed a word cloud
(http://www.wordle.net/) based on the titles of all the presentations (kindly provided by Andy Miller). The result (Fig.
1) conveys the impression that this meeting was dominated
by ecological analyses, including studies of mycorrhizal
fungi and endophytes, as well as analyses of biodiversity on
population and intercontinental scales, and phylogenetic and
genome-enabled studies. Charismatic macrofungi (mushrooms) and the model ascomcyetes Neurospora and Aspergillus are evidently among the most studied organisms.
Just a few examples of presentations in these areas that I particularly enjoyed included studies on coral-associated Fungi,
the new class Archaeorhizomycetes (we must update that
AFTOL classification!), population and comparative genomics of Heterobasidion, Batrachochytrium, and Neurospora, and many others.
The word cloud has great resonance for me, but there are
a number of terms that are striking in their absence, such as

biofuel, cell, classification, cytoskeleton, effector, enzyme,
hyphae, taxonomic, and transcriptome. I can’t say if the absence of these words indicates a bias in the MSA community, or if this just reflects stochastic variation in the submitted
titles. Nevertheless, this exercise highlights the need to nurture diversity in the research fields represented in the MSA.
Many of the most exciting developments in science occur at
the intersections between fields, and MSA has an important
role to play in facilitating interdisciplinary connections between all scientists who work on Fungi. If your research specialty is not represented in the word cloud, I urge you to submit a presentation for next year’s MSA meeting, and
encourage your colleagues and lab members to do the same.
You might be surprised to know how few repetitions were required for a term to appear in the word cloud. Similarly, it
only takes a few well-crafted presentations for a research
area to make an impact at an MSA meeting. One of the key
challenges for students and young scientists is to identify the
community(ies) that will sustain the development of their careers. MSA is a remarkably open and welcoming community. If your work concerns any aspect of fungal biology, you
stand to benefit from an association with the MSA.
David Hibbett
Biology Department
Clark University

Soil Fungi: a New Perspective?
“New habitats create new species!” I declared—as though it was a newly discovered phenomenon. My host remained quiet for a moment,
and that in part may explain why I remember the
occasion so well.
In October 2009, I had come to Utrecht in connection with having delivered the entire Wisconsin
Soil Fungi (WSF) and Rocky Mountain Fungi
(RMF) collection to the Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures. The collection consists of original isolations from soil of native plant communities, mostly in
North America, with location and precise habitat provided and referenced where possible (www.moldsforyou.org; www.cbs.knaw.nl). The cultures are
vouchers for occurrence data, which now are more
than rumors, in approximately 40 publications. See
Bruns1 for the quotation “without a specimen, it’s a
A portion of the 4 million acre Great Divide Basin in Wyoming,
as seen from Steamboat Mountain
rumor.” In Penicillium especially, species reports
without vouchers are essentially meaningless2,3.
I began isolating soil microfungi in 1954, with
In the course of my years at Wyoming, however, a secequal encouragement from M.P. Backus, mycologist, and
ond dimension to the species-specificity observation had deJ.T. Curtis, ecologist, at the University of Wisconsin-Madiveloped. Could it be that the antiquity of the soils in
son. In those Madison days and since, I have considered myWyoming’s basins, which are between the mountain ranges
self a community ecologist, and of necessity, a morphologyand so unglaciated, was accounting for our discoveries of unbased taxonomist. The early work at Wisconsin4, Juliet
described species?11-15 Five of those new species were in AsFrankland’s study5, and numerous studies since have providpergillus, a genus that now clearly peaks in commonness and
ed evidence of a remarkable correlation between species
abundance in the Tropics16.
composition in the soil microfungal community and species
composition in the overlying vascular plant community6-10.
Continued on following page
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On a certain Saturday morning in the laboratory, it suddenly occurred to me that those Aspergilli—A. leporis, the
beautiful A. spectabilis, A. bicolor, A. campestris and A.
bridgeri (all successful principals in Wyoming cold-arid
soils17-19), along with Emericellopsis stolkiae, a new species
phylogenetically related to marine species in Emericellopsis20—almost certainly had evolved from ancestral fungi of
the inland seas and tropical terrestrial environments that existed in Wyoming over two million years ago!21
Of course, it was buried in the back of my mind that
someone before me might have declared that habitats create
species, but at the time the idea was uniquely mine—a sudden insight. My primary predecessor, far more cautious than
I, wrote “Variability from the indirect and direct action of the
external conditions of life [leads] to a Struggle for Life, and
. . . to Natural Selection, and the Extinction of less-improved
forms”22 and “. . . modified offspring of all dominant and increasing forms tend to become adapted to many and highly
diversified places in the economy of nature.”23
Recently, I re-read his autobiography23. It’s a short,
well-written, fascinating story; I recommend it highly.
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2012 NAMA Award Honors the Memory of Ben Woo
The 2012 NAMA graduate
fellowship will be awarded in
honor of Ben Woo. Ben was an
outstanding “amateur” mycologist with great emphasis towards professionalism with an
attention to detail and facility
with taxonomy. His interest in
mushrooms of all kinds led him
to help found the Puget Sound
Mycological Society (Seattle)
in 1964. He served as the first
President. He was also a longtime active member of the
Continued on following page
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North American Mycological Association (NAMA), serving in many positions including regional representative,
and he was an effective Endowment
fund raiser – you could not say “No” to
him!
“Multifaceted” barely described
him: besides mycology, he was an architect, county maintenance supervisor, champion of the elderly and infirm
who developed support services and
residential housing in the Asian Community for those less fortunate than
himself, supporter of the arts and education, and friend to many in high positions within the State
of Washington.
He loved working with mushrooms of all types, and was
an excellent identifier and photographer. His main love was
the genus Russula. He collected, photographed and studied
microscopically most specimens he found. As a charter

member of the Pacific Northwest Key
Council, he produced a preliminary
key to the genus, and he was far along
in his work on a larger, more in-depth
key. His workbook consisted of two,
very full 3-ring binders of previous
mycologists’ descriptions and drawings, plus his own meticulous drawings and notes. He consulted and collaborated with mycologists in Europe
in trying to understand these confounding mushrooms.
Ben was a big booster, convincing
others to learn more about mushrooms
than they thought they could, patiently showing them how to
study. His presentations to societies were always popular. He
was an entertaining speaker and always made Russula sound
easy to understand and important.
Judy Roger
Former Editor, The Mycophile
Former Executive Secretary/NAMA

MSA AWARDS 2011
Distinguished Mycologist Award: Dr. Amy Rossman
Awarded annually to
an individual who has established an outstanding
mycological career, this is
one of the highest awards
bestowed by the MSA and
marks a distinguished career. Nominees for the
award are evaluated on the
basis of quality, originality,
and quantity of their published research, and on the
basis of service to the MSA
or to the field of mycology
in general.
Amy Rossman was
lucky enough to have stumbled into mycology and
spend her adult life looking
at and working with fungi.
Having been told as a child
that fungi grew on dead
things she assumed that
when she saw a clump of mushrooms in the grass, a dead dog
was surely buried there. This myth was dispelled when she
actually took mycology as a graduate student at Oregon State
University. After travelling with Dick Korf, Don Pfister, and
a few others from Cornell University to Puerto Rico and
4
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Dominca, she became quite
excited about the fungi and
attempted without success
to identify specimens of
Nectria and Xylaria that she
had collected. On the next
similar trip she met Gary
Samuels who suggested
working on the long-spored
Nectria-like fungi while he
polished off the shortspored ones. Thus the idea
for her thesis on the genus
Ophionectria was born. Following a postdoc at Cornell
and another heavenly, dowhat-ever-you-want postdoc at the New York Botanical Garden, she “took the
real job” offered to her with
the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection
Service
in
Beltsville, Maryland. As the
APHIS Mycologist she had
the opportunity every mycologist should have, that is, to actually look at all kinds of fungi ranging from rusts and smuts
to ascos and imperfects with the occasional polypore. Three
years later in 1983 she was selected as the Research Leader,
Continued on following page

then called Chief, of the Mycology Laboratory of the Agricultural Research Service, USDA, where she has been ever
since. Highlights of that job included working with Mary
Palm as her successor in APHIS, hiring Gary Samuels to
work on the biocontrol fungus Trichoderma, collaborating
with Dave Farr in developing databases for herbarium specimens in the U.S. National Fungus Collections and the fungus-host database that culminated in Fungi on Plant and
Plant Products in the United States, and conducting research
with molecular systematist Lisa Castlebury. She has enjoyed
participating in the MSA throughout her career from serving

as the newsletter editor as a graduate student when it was a
cut and paste job through Treasurer and President in 1994 to
book review editor. She has collected hypocrealean fungi
throughout the world, most recently in Argentina, and appreciates the friendly cooperation among mycologists worldwide that makes being a mycologist so rewarding.
Mycological Society Distinctions Committee: Joseph W
Spatafora, Chair; Walter Sundberg; Linda Kohn; Alex Weir;
Louise Glass; James Kimbrough, ex officio, Past Chair

Weston Award for Excellence in Teaching: Dr. Lori Carris
Awarded annually to an outstanding teacher of mycology at the undergraduate and/or graduate levels.
Dr. Lori Carris earned a B.S. in Horticulture at Michigan State University (1979), a M.S. in Plant Pathology at Washington State University
(1983), and Ph.D. in Plant Pathology at the University of Illinois (1986).
Since 1989, she has been in the Department of Plant Pathology at Washington State University where she is an Associate Professor with research and
teaching responsibilities in systematic mycology. Her research focuses on
smut fungi with an emphasis on the genus Tilletia. She teaches graduate level
courses in mycology and fungal biology, a popularized mycology class for
undergraduate students, and a course in global issues in the sciences for the
Honors College. Lori has been active in promoting inquiry-based learning
strategies at Washington State University and has sponsored or facilitated
workshops on using case studies in the classroom. Five Ph.D. and three M.S.
students have completed degrees under her supervision. Lori is also an avid
mushroomer, leads spring and fall forays for the Palouse Mycological Association, and has taught short courses on mushroom identification in the community for the past 15 years.
Mycological Society Distinctions Committee: Joseph W Spatafora, Chair;
Walter Sundberg; Linda Kohn; Alex Weir; Louise Glass; James Kimbrough,
ex officio, Past Chair

Alexopoulos Award: Dr. Tim James
Awarded annually to an outstanding mycologist early in
their career. The nominees are evaluated primarily on the
basis of quality, originality, and quantity of their published
work.
Tim James was born in Decatur, Georgia in 1973. His
heritage is half Korean and half European American. He attended the University of Georgia, where he received his B.S.
in Botany. There, he worked as a lab assistant in Jim Hamrick’s lab and became enthralled with the use of molecular
markers to study the evolution of populations. Through the
influence of David Porter and the mycology class of Charles
Mims, he fell in love with fungi and has been researching
them ever since. He completed a PhD in Rytas Vilgalys’ lab
at Duke University, working on mating genes and population
Continued on following page
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genetics in mushrooms and stayed on to work on the Assembling the Fungal Tree of Life (AFToL) project. Ten thousand
gels later, he is now Assistant Professor and Curator of Fungi
at the University of Michigan, where he hopes to carry on the
deep mycological tradition at the institution. Mostly working
on the root and tips of the fungal tree of life (chytrids and
mushrooms), he has yet to solve the murder mystery of the

origin of amphibian chytridiomycosis but pledges to pursue
this as long as he is able.
Mycological Society Distinctions Committee: Joseph W
Spatafora, Chair; Walter Sundberg; Linda Kohn; Alex Weir;
Louise Glass; James Kimbrough, ex officio, Past Chair

MSA Fellow: Dr. Greg Mueller
MSA Fellows are selected
from members who have completed at least 11 years of service after their Ph.D. They are
members who are outstanding
mycologists on the basis of one
or more criteria: a solid record
of mycological research,
and/or successful teaching and
development of teaching materials for mycology, and/or significant service to the Society.
This is meant to recognize a
core group of mid-career mycological achievers and outstanding MSA volunteers.
Greg is the consummate
mycological citizen with outstanding contributions to the
MSA, unfailing attention to his
students and colleagues and a
deep involvement in macrofungal research. Greg’s research interests over the years have
covered many varied aspects of macrofungal biology, from
systematics and diversity to biogeography, ecology, and conservation. He has worked with colleagues from all over the
world, co-authored 7 books, over 80 peer reviewed publications and numerous popular articles. Greg is widely known
for his outstanding research on Laccaria as well as his work
on macrofungi of Costa Rican Oak Forests. He has had an

impressive degree of grant
success collaborating on about
40 awards amounting to over
seven million dollars. Greg is
a tireless advocate of students
and individuals doing fungal
research at all levels, supervising students from high school
to graduate level and mentoring young post docs and research associate. In addition,
Greg has taught a number of
courses at the University of
Illinois at Chicago and at the
University of Chicago and attended numerous mycology,
botany and conservation meetings where he is a superb representative for fungal interests.
Greg has performed exemplary service to the MSA, serving
on Committees such as Conservation, Nominations, Distinctions, as Associate Editor for Mycologia, and Vice President and President of MSA. Greg Mueller is an outstanding
mycologist whose nomination for this award is long overdue.
(Adapted from nomination letter)
Honorary Awards Committee:, Timothy J Baroni, Chair;
Gregory Mueller; John Taylor; James Anderson, ex officio,
Past Chair

MSA Fellow: Dr. Don Pfister
MSA Fellows are selected from members who have completed at least 11 years of service after their Ph.D. They are
members who are outstanding mycologists on the basis of
one or more criteria: a solid record of mycological research,
and/or successful teaching and development of teaching materials for mycology, and/or significant service to the Society. This is meant to recognize a core group of mid-career mycological achievers and outstanding MSA volunteers.
Don has contributed to the Mycological Society of
America throughout his career and held many different offices from Editor of the Newsletter to Secretary and Presi-

dent in addition to a number of positions in between. Don is
an eminent mycologist whose scholarly research combines
classical taxonomy with modern systematics. He is an expert
in the systematics of the cup fungi (Ascomycetes, Pezizales)
and has been recognized for his expertise through receipt of
a large NSF grant to train students in this area. He has a
healthy appreciation for his mycological predecessors and
has produced two books on the history of mycology that
serve as the basis for modern species concepts. At the same
time he is incorporating molecular approaches to an understanding of the Pezizales that places him at the forefront of
Continued on following page
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his field. Through a series of NSF PEET and other grants, Don has
spawned a crop of graduates who have moved into permanent positions throughout the world, most recently Karen Hansen now in
Sweden. Numerous undergraduates became excited about fungi in
one of Don’s courses and decided to pursue a research project concerned with fungi. This has taken him into many aspects of mycology outside his specialty of the systematics of the Pezizales but
always with the curiosity and interest of a true scholar. Don Pfister is a congenial, fair-minded person with a great curiosity about
the fungi who has always inspired and supported his students
whether that involved pursuing a topic unrelated to his current interests or bringing them home for dinner.
He is greatly deserving of the honor of election as Fellow in the
Mycological Society of America (Adapted from nomination letter)
Honorary Awards Committee:, Timothy J Baroni, Chair; Gregory Mueller; John Taylor; James Anderson, ex officio, Past Chair

MSA Honorary Member: Dr. Susumu Takamatsu
Honorary members are distinguished senior scientists
with a long record of significant contributions to the science
of fungal biology and who reside in and work in countries
other than the U.S. and Canada.
Dr. Takamatsu is a professor of plant pathology at Mie
University, Japan. Dr. Takamatsu’s published research work on
the systematics, phylogeny, evolution and biogeography of the
Erysiphales includes 112 articles, 21 international proceedings,
and 9 books and/or book chapters. He is internationally recognized for making major contributions to the field phytopathology. Dr. Takamatsu has organized international symposia and
served as a dedicated supervisor of Japanese and international
students. Dr. Takamatsu has also served the international my-

cological community by serving as editor for four different mycological journals, including Mycoscience and Mycological Research, and establishing mycological collaborations with scientists around the world. Dr. Takamatsu has also served as Vice
President of the International Mycological Associate and as
President of the Mycological Society of Japan.
His contributions to international mycology are impressive and he is truly deserving of being recognized as an Honorary Member of the Mycological Society of America.
(Adapted from nomination letter)
Honorary Awards Committee:, Timothy J Baroni, Chair;
Gregory Mueller; John Taylor; James Anderson, ex officio,
Past Chair

MSA Graduate Fellowships: Hector Urbina and Louis Lamit
Two MSA Graduate Fellowships are awarded annually to promising graduate students in mycology. Applicants are evaluated on the basis of their
scholastic merit, research ability and promise shown as a mycologist.
Hector Urbina received both his B.S. and M.S. in Biology from Universidad Simon Bolivar (Caracas, Venezuela) in 2001 and 2005 respectively under
the supervision of Teresa Iturriaga. His work was on the diversity of wooddecay fungi in the Amazonia forests. After completion of his M.S. degree he
worked as a researcher associated with the Oil Biotechnology Laboratory (Instituto de Estudios Avanzados, Caracas, Venezuela) on fungi that decompose
extra-heavy crude oil, potentially for use in soil bioremediation. Since August
2008, he has been a Ph.D. student in the Department of Biological Sciences,
Louisiana State University under the sponsor of Meredith Blackwell. His dissertation title is “Diversity of yeasts associated with the gut of Guatemalan passalid beetles.” In addition to his collecting in Guatemala, Hector also has done
Continued on following page

Inoculum 62(5), October 2011

7

fieldwork in Thailand and plans to use his MSA Fellowship to isolate yeasts
from the gut of Australian passalid beetles. These results will help to answer
questions on associations between yeasts and wood-feeding insects on a
major geographical scale.
Louis (Jamie) Lamit completed his BA in Biology at the University of
Montana in 2003. He worked as a technician in Minnesota and New Mexico
before entering graduate school in 2005. Jamie’s original interest was in
plants, and he would like to thank those fungal researchers who took the time
during the beginning of his career to draw his attention from the dark world
of botany to the world of fungi: Matthias Rillig, Ian Dickie, Per Johansson
and Jerry Barrow. Jamie completed his master’s degree with Kitty Gehring at
Northern Arizona University in 2008, and is currently a Ph.D. candidate in
Kitty Gehring’s lab. His graduate research focuses on the influence of genetic variation in cottonwoods on associated fungi, including mycorrhizal fungi,
endophytes and lichens. The MSA graduate fellowship will provide valuable
funding for sequencing of endophytes isolated from cottonwood twigs.
Student Awards Committee: Brian Perry, Chair; John McKemy; Imke
Schmitt; Antonio Izzo; Kentaro Hosaka, ex officio, Past Chair

NAMA Memorial Fellowship: Vince Hustad
The NAMA Memorial Fellowship is awarded annually to promising
graduate students in mycology. Applicants are evaluated on the basis of their
scholastic merit, research ability and promise shown as a mycologist.
Vincent Hustad is the 2011 recipient of the NAMA Memorial Fellowship. Vince is a PhD candidate at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, working under the supervision of Dr. Andrew Miller. Vince’s dissertation research is the construction of a comprehensive, species-level
phylogeny of the Geoglossomycetes, incorporating morphological, molecular, and ecological data. Vince earned a M.S. from Eastern Illinois University in 2008 studying terrestrial macrofungi in old-growth prairie groves under
Dr. Andrew Methven. His research interests include forest fungal and lichen
ecology and Leotiomycete systematics. Vince will use his award funds to collect specimens in Europe this fall.
Student Awards Committee: Brian Perry, Chair; John McKemy; Imke
Schmitt; Antonio Izzo; Kentaro Hosaka, ex officio, Past Chair

Backus Award: Allison Walker
The Backus Award is awarded annually to promising graduate students
in mycology. Applicants are evaluated on the basis of their scholastic merit,
research ability and promise shown as a mycologist.
Allison Walker is currently a Ph.D. student under Dr. Jinx Campbell at
the University of Southern Mississippi’s Gulf Coast Research Laboratory in
Ocean Springs, MS. She first became interested in fungi during early canoe
trips growing up in Ontario, Canada near Algonquin Provincial Park. Classes by Dr. Dave Malloch at the University of Toronto during her Hon.B.Sc.
in Botany led to her love of mycology. She received training in the lab of Dr.
Cathie Aime while a Visiting Scientist at USDA ARS SBML (now SMML)
in Beltsville, MD including morphological and molecular characterization of
Continued on following page
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agricultural pathogens such as rust fungi and a cacao
pathogen. Allison obtained her M.S. in Coastal Sciences
(Marine Mycology) under Dr. Jinx Campbell in 2007 comparing saprophytic marine fungi of restored and natural saltmarshes using morphological and molecular techniques.
Highlights of her graduate career have included swabbing
dolphin blowholes for fungi, snorkeling in seagrass beds in
search of the marine slime mold Plasmodiophora diplantherae, TAing a Field Marine Mycology class and mentoring
7 undergraduate research projects in mycology. Allison con-

tinues to dodge hurricanes and oil spills in her pursuit of
these enigmatic organisms on the Gulf Coast. Her dissertation is entitled “”Marine Fungi of U.S. Gulf of Mexico Barrier Island Beaches: Biodiversity, Succession and Sampling
Strategy”.
Student Awards Committee: Brian Perry, Chair; John
McKemy; Imke Schmitt; Antonio Izzo; Kentaro Hosaka, ex
officio, Past Chair

Student Presentation Awards
The student presentation
awards are awarded annually to
the two best oral research papers and the two best posters in
mycology presented by graduate
students at the annual MSA
meeting.
Best oral
presentation awards:
Naupaka Zimmerman
and Ina Timling
Naupaka Zimmerman
School: Stanford University
Advisor: Peter Vitousek
Presentation: Landscape biogeography of foliar fungal endophytes in the tropics.
Ina Timling
School: University of Alaska,
Fairbanks
Advisor: Lee Taylor
Presentation: Fungal diversity
along a bioclimatic gradient
from the Low to the High Arctic.

Student presentation award winners (from left): Ina Timling, Naupaka Zimmerman, Brian Malloure and Jakob M. Riddle

Best poster awards:
Jakob Riddle
and Brian Malloure
Jakob M. Riddle
School: University of Arizona
Advisor: Elizabeth Arnold
Presentation: Diversity and phylogenetic affinities of endohyphal bacteria associated with foliar endophytes of the
Sonoran Desert.

Brian Malloure
School: University of Michigan
Advisor: Tim James
Presentation: Estimating inbreeding in the bird’s nest fungus
Cyathus stercoreus using microsatellites and mating type allele distribution.
Student Awards Committee: Brian Perry, Chair; John
McKemy; Imke Schmitt; Antonio Izzo; Kentaro Hosaka, ex
officio, Past Chair . The MSA Student Oral Presentations and
Poster Presentations were judged by Anthony Amend, Sara
Branco, Matt Kierle, Jean Lodge, Andy Methven, Kabir
Peay, Matt Smith, Jenny Talbot, and Andy Wilson. The
judges evaluated a total of 58 oral presentations and 42
poster presentations.
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Mentor Travel Awards
The mentor awards are
given in the names of some of
our famous mycological forbearers: C. J. Alexopoulos,
A. Barksdale, M. BarrBigelow, H. Bigelow, E. E.
Butler, W. C. Denison, H. M.
Fitzpatrick, R, Gilbertson, R.
P. Korf, E. S. Luttrell, O.K.
Miller Jr., J. R. Raper, H. D.
Thiers, and J. M. Trappe.
C. J. Alexopoulos Award:
Romina Gazis
School: University of
Maryland
Supervisor: Priscila Chaverri
Presentation: Sampling effect
on tropical fungal endophyte
diversity estimation: are we
under-sampling fungal endophytes?
Mentor Travel Award Winners
Barksdale/Raper Award:
Hector Urbina
School: Louisiana State
University
R. Gilbertson Award: Michelle Justino
Supervisor: Meredith Blackwell
School: Virginia Polytechnical University
Presentation: Candida tanzawaensis: a diverse clade associated
Supervisor: Jeffrey Walters
with basidiomata-feeding beetles.
Presentation: Heart rot hotel.

M. Barr-Bigelow Award: Kathleen Burchhardt
School: North Carolina State University
Supervisor: Marc Cubeta
Presentation: High-throughput pyrosequencing for identifying
microsatellite markers to examine the population genetics and
disease ecology of the blueberry pathogen Monilinia vacciniicorymbosi.
H. Bigelow Award: Sebastian Albu
School: Louisiana State University
Supervisor: Catherine Aime
Presentation: Phenology of basidiomycete ballistosporic phylloplane yeasts from seven fern species growing in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana.
E. E. Butler Award: Vince Hustad
School: University of Illinois
Supervisor: Andrew Miller
Presentation: Phylogenetic studies in the Geoglossomycetes.
W. C. Denison Award: Hannah Reynolds
School: Duke University
Supervisor: Rytas Vilgalys
Presentation: Investigating Elaphomycetaceae phylogeography.
H. M. Fitzpatrick Award: Emma Wilson
School: Boise State University
Supervisor: Merlin White
Presentation: Beyond gut feelings - how are trichomycetes affected by fungicides in aquatic systems?
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R. P. Korf Award: Rodrigo Olarte
School: North Carolina State University
Supervisor: Ignazio Carbone
Presentation: Recombination and cryptic heterokaryosis in Aspergillus flavus.
E. S. Luttrell Award: Cesar Herrera
School: University of Maryland
Supervisor: Priscila Chaverri
Presentation: Phylogenetic position and epitypification of the
fungicolous species Cosmospora vilior sensu Starbäck.
H. D. Thiers Award: Matthew Foltz
School: University of Wisconsin – La Crosse
Supervisor: Tom Volk
Presentation: Molecular phylogeny reveals cryptic species within the Cantharellus cibarius complex in the United States
J. M. Trappe Award: Shawn Brown
School: Kansas State University
Supervisor: Ari Jumpponen
Presentation: Community assembly of fungi on a glacier forefront – lessons learned and questions yet unanswered.
Mentor Travel Awards Committee: Peter Kennedy, Chair;
Todd Osmundson; Heather Hallen-Adams; Melissa McCormick; Juan Mata, ex officio, Past Chair

Martin-Baker Research Award: Dr. Peter Kennedy
The George W. Martin and Gladys E. Baker Research Award supports new or ongoing research in mycology by a recent-Ph.D. mycologist (preferably within 5 years of receiving the degree), who also has significant teaching commitments.
Peter Kennedy received a bachelor’s degree from The Evergreen State College in
Olympia, Washington. He worked as a mycological intern with Greg Mueller at the Field
Museum in Chicago, IL before attending graduate school at the University of California,
Berkeley. Peter worked in the labs of Wayne Sousa (a community ecologist) and Tom
Bruns. The title of his dissertation was “Ecological factors affecting forest encroachment
into California grasslands.” He stayed at UC Berkeley as a National Parks Ecological Research Fellow to work on mechanisms of ectomycorrhizal competition with Tom Bruns.
Peter joined the Department of Biology at Lewis and Clark College in Portland, OR as an
Assistant Professor in 2007. At Lewis and Clark, he has continued to work with undergraduates on a range of topics in ectomycorrhizal community ecology.
Research Awards Committee: Thorsten Lumbsch, Chair; Dennis Desjardin; Teresa Pawlowska: Merlin White; Betty Strack; Michelle Seidl, ex officio, Past Chair

Forest Fungal Ecology Research Award: Michelle Jusino
This award supports ecological research by a graduate or undergraduate student,
examining fungal interactions in old growth forests or other unique or endangered
ecosystems. Studies should address innovative approaches to examining fungal systems
or interactions of individuals, or groups of fungi, with hosts or substrates in old growth
forest or other sensitive ecosystems.
Michelle Jusino is a PhD candidate in the Avian Ecology Lab, of the Department of
Biological Sciences, at Virginia Tech. Under the direction of Dr. Jeffrey R. Walters, she
is studying the relationships between endangered Red-cockaded Woodpeckers (Picoides
borealis), longleaf pine trees, and heartwood infecting fungi such as red heart fungus
(Porodaedalea pini). Michelle’s interest in conservation biology, specifically in relation
to the longleaf pine ecosystem brought her into the mycological world.
Research Awards Committee: Thorsten Lumbsch, Chair; Dennis Desjardin; Teresa
Pawlowska; Merlin White; Betty Strack; Michelle Seidl, ex officio, Past Chair

Clark T. Rogerson Student Research Award: Megan McCormick
The Clark T. Rogerson Student Research Award supports student travel to herbaria
and/or field sites to conduct research. Grants are available to undergraduate or graduate students who are members of the Mycological Society of America
Meghan McCormick is currently pursuing a M.S. degree in the Department of Plant
Pathology at North Carolina State University. Meghan first started working with fungi as
an undergraduate, where she examined fungal symbionts during seed germination of the
orchid, Cypripedium parviflorum. Her graduate research is on two species of polypore
wood decay fungi, Fomes fasciatus and Fomes fomentarius, that cause a white heart rot
of many species of trees. Under the guidance of Drs. Marc Cubeta and Larry Grand, she
is working on a research project to examine the geographic distribution of Fomes spp.
within the United States and determine if there is variation among isolates based on morphology of basidiocarps and cultures, temperature optima, and molecular sequence data.
Research Awards Committee: Thorsten Lumbsch, Chair; Dennis Desjardin; Teresa
Pawlowska; Merlin White; Betty Strack; Michelle Seidl, ex officio, Past Chair
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John. W. Rippon Research Award Winner: Rodrigo Olarte
This award supports graduate student research, which employs innovative approaches to studying medically important fungi. Studies may be clinical in nature or
may encompass various research areas, such as genetics, systematics, genomics,
ecology, distribution, epidemiology, mechanisms of pathogenicity, life cycles, or
other appropriate approaches to the study of medically important fungi.
Rod Olarte is a doctoral student in the department of Plant Pathology at North
Carolina State University. He was born in the Philippines, but grew up near the San
Francisco Bay (California). He received a B.A. in Molecular and Cell Biology with
an emphasis in Cell and Developmental Biology at the University of California at
Berkeley, and later completed a Masters in Plant Pathology at Cornell University in
upstate New York. He is currently being advised by Dr. Ignazio Carbone and is
studying the ramifications of sex in regard to toxin heritability in experimental crosses of the fungus Aspergillus flavus. Rod has a long-term goal of finding more effective ways of controlling this fungus in nature. He appreciates good food, art, music,
honest company, and a nice fitting pair of designer jeans!
Research Awards Committee: Thorsten Lumbsch, Chair; Dennis Desjardin; Teresa Pawlowska; Merlin White; Betty Strack; Michelle Seidl, ex officio, Past Chair

A.H. & H.V. Smith Research Award Winner: NO APPLICATIONS
The primary purpose of the Alexander H. and Helen V.
Smith Research Award is to encourage the study of specimens of fleshy Basidiomycetes and Ascomycetes collected by
Alexander H. Smith and his associates. The Fund distributes
grants-in-aid to be used towards covering the expenses of
visiting the Smith Collection at the University of Michigan

Herbarium and of working with the collections and materials relating to them.
Research Awards Committee: Thorsten Lumbsch, Chair;
Dennis Desjardin; Teresa Pawlowska; Merlin White; Betty
Strack; Michelle Seidl, ex officio, Past Chair

Saloman Bartnicki-Garcia Award: NO APPLICATIONS
The primary purpose of the Salomon Bartnicki-Garcia is
to encourage continued participation in MSA by young mycologists who are working in the areas of biochemistry, genetics, and cell biology.

Research Awards Committee: Thorsten Lumbsch, Chair;
Dennis Desjardin; Teresa Pawlowska; Merlin White; Betty
Strack; Michelle Seidl, ex officio, Past Chair

Awards information was provided by Andrew Methven,
MSA Awards Coordinator 2010–2011.
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MSA BUSINESS
Secretary’s Report
REMINDER: MSA Directory Update: Is
your information up-to-date in the MSA directory? The Society is relying more and more on
Council Business: There were two email polls
email to bring you the latest MSA news, awards
conducted by Council to change the procedure
announcements and other timely information,
for electing Honorary Members to the Society.
and our newsletter. To ensure that you receive
This requires an amendment to the Bylaws,
Society blast emails and the Inoculum as soon
which will be placed on the 2012 ballot.
as it comes out, and so that your colleagues can
keep in touch, please check the accuracy of your
New Members: It is my pleasure to extend a
email address and contact information in the onwarm welcome to new or returning members.
line directory. This can be accessed via our web
Their membership will be formally approved at
site at www.msafungi.org. If you need assisthe 2012 Annual Business Meeting at Yale Unitance with updating your membership informaversity.
tion, please contact our Association Manager at
Allen Press, the always-helpful Kay Rose at
Jessie Glaeser,
Canada - Jean Berube
krose@allenpress.com.
Secretary
(Photo by Tom Volk)
Please do not hesitate to contact me about MSA
New Zealand - David Allan Orlovich
Business or any questions that you may have
about the Society. It is not too late to renew
Switzerland - Elia Martini
your membership for 2011! In recent years we have suffered an alarming decline in membership and it would be
United States - Norman Andresen, Jed Cappellazzi, Amy T
wonderful to reverse this trend. The first step is for everyone
Fox, Natalie D Fedorova, Scott Lagreca, Alistair Ross Mcwho is currently a member to renew for the upcoming year.
Taggart, Edwin R Palencia, Jonatan Roa, Merje Toome,
And don’t forget to recommend MSA to your amateur or
Mark P Waldrop, John F Walker
professional colleagues who are interested in fungi – be they
pathologists, geneticists, ecologists, or people who like to
Reminder: Renewing your MSA membership is easier than
wander around in the woods. There is room in MSA for all!
ever! Just log in to the MSA website at http://www.msafunJessie A. Glaeser
gi.org. There is now an email reminder system available if
MSA Secretary
you have forgotten your MSA user id or password.
Wishing you all a rainy autumn, especially in
Texas!

MSA Annual Reports 2011
OFFICERS
President
To follow up from the midyear meeting, David Hibbett and I discussed possibilities for the 2014 meeting. This meeting will have to be
early in the summer so it does not conflict with IMC in Thailand, which
will be later in the summer (August, I think). Montana was the first
venue we explored, but Cathy Cripps was not interested in hosting it that
year, as the early time was not ideal and she had no one to help her onsite. She also had just recently hosted a different meeting. She did say
she might be willing to do it in a different year. This is worth noting, as
the venue could be a nice one.
Ultimately we focused on Michigan State University, which offers
a fairly central location, good facilities, easy access, and relatively low
expense. Francis Trail and Jon Walton agreed to host the meeting there
and they will be working together toward that goal. Thanks to both of
them for agreeing.
The 2013 meeting is on course for a joint meeting with APS in
Austin Texas. No new details are available on it, but it occurs to me as
I write this that I have not actually identified a local arrangements person for that meeting. This may be less crucial than usual because of the
APS infrastructure, but it needs to be done and I will put it on my list to
do next year. I am open to suggestions on names.
The practice that I started last year of dividing up the list of people
that didn’t renew their MSA membership and then having them person-

ally contacted by people in the society was instituted again this year.
Meredith Blackwell, David Hibbett, Mary Berbee and I participated.
I’m not sure what the success rate was but we definitely got some people to renew that otherwise would not have. This process should be refined and continued.
AIBS contacted our society to invite us to sponsor a forum piece
in Bioscience. There are probably a few good topics that could work in
that forum, and I want to open discussion on this in council. But first I
want to put forth my idea, which is to use the forum to push for a North
American Mycoflora. What makes me think about this is that I just
wrote on this topic for my last President’s corner column for Inoculum.
It probably would not be very hard to reshape this column into a forum
piece but adding more details, some examples, and some images. Mary
Berbee has been thinking along these lines too, and so has Brandon Matheny, Else Vellinga, and Karen Hughes. For that reason it seems like a
natural focus for the society and the AIBS forum might be a way to get
visibility beyond our society. Discussion?
Beyond the AIBS forum, I think organizing for a North American
Mycoflora would be good charge for the “Liaison with Amateur Mycological Clubs & Societies committee”. This is a committee that I started
to reshape last year by adding Nathan Wilson, an amateur, to it. Note
that as the designer of the Mushroom Observer website and as a member of the Encyclopedia of Life group, Nathan is hardly the type of person than comes to mind with the term “amateur”, but he shares this charContinued on following page
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acteristic with many of the other non-professionally trained people that
I think would be ideal for this committee. As I argue in the President’s
Corner piece, we will need these people if we want to make progress on
a continental mycoflora.
Tom Bruns

President Elect
Committees
I am very grateful to the many MSA members who agreed this
year to serve the Society by serving on committees, or who continue to
serve. It has proven challenging to fill all of the MSA committees, however, including some of our most critical committees (see the attached
spreadsheet). Nominations would be gratefully received for the following vacancies:
Standing committees
• Electronic communications and Web Page Management TWO
VACANCIES
• Endowment TWO VACANCIES
• Finance THREE VACANCIES
Rotating Committees—Awards
• Student Awards ONE VACANCY
Rotating Committees—General Service
• Program TWO VACANCIES
Rotating Committees—Specific expertise (I have not actually tried
to recruit anyone to these committees—see below.)
• Biodiversity ONE VACANCY
• Culture Collections ONE VACANCY
• Ecology ONE VACANCY
• Environmental Health and Medical Mycology ONE VACANCY
• Genetics and Cell Biology ONE VACANCY
• Phytopathology ONE VACANCY
• Conservation ONE VACANCY
Representatives
• IUMS ONE VACANCY
• IUBS ONE VACANCY
The MSA has almost 150 committee positions! We may wish to
consider whether some of our committees should be merged or eliminated. At the same time, could consider expanding the MSA Council to
ensure that diverse constituencies are included in decision-making. For
example, we could eliminate the seven specific expertise committees
(35 positions), but create Council representatives for Biodiversity, Culture Collections, Environmental Health and Medical Mycology, and
Conservation, which are not specifically represented by the Councilors
at present. Committees that might be merged include Membership and
International, or Liaison with Amateur Mycological Clubs and Societies
and Joint Commission on Common Names (this obviously requires consultation with NAMA). Finally, MSA Fellows with specific expertise
could be called upon to serve in various ways, including through ad hoc
committees for special purposes.
Ideas for improving membership and strengthening Mycologia
Bryan Pahl and colleagues at Allen Press have developed some
recommendations for improving membership, which are described in an
attached report. Specific suggestions that we can discuss include:
• Early bird renewal offer
• Increased renewal reminders
• Allen Press survey to understand why members do not renew
• Mailing to non-member authors via AllenTrack
• Required membership or variable page charges for members vs.
non-members
• Required membership for awards
• Member discount for annual meeting
• Revised member pricing with reduced price for online only
memberships
• Client marketing
• Changes to online publication
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Other member benefits besides Mycologia
Increased communications
Journal display program
Licensing management (aggregated journal collections)

Another idea discussed previously, but not mentioned in the AP report is low-cost membership categories for developing nations. Are we
in a position to act on any of these recommendations? Does the membership committee have an opinion?
Previously, I discussed some ideas for strengthening Mycologia
with Jeff Stone and Karen Snetselaar. One idea that we and the EAB
may wish to discuss concerns making submission of a review or summary article a formal expectation for Karling speakers (Sally Smith has
come through with an article based on last year’s Karling lecture) and
symposium organizers.
2012 meeting plans
Plans for the 2012 (Yale, July 15-19) meeting are coming along
nicely. I visited Yale in June and saw the venues, which are excellent.
We will work with Yale conference services to refine the budget (see the
draft budget distributed at the 2011 mid-year meeting). One problematical budget item is the cost of poster board rental; Jean Lodge has been
looking into alternative options, but we don’t have a firm plan yet. A
tentative first draft schedule, excluding the foray on Thursday July 19,
is pasted below. This schedule allows 138 contributed talks in three parallel sessions (additional sessions can be added). The business breakfast
has been eliminated in favor of a brief business meeting following the
presidential address, just before the volunteer’s reception. Note that we
have one afternoon and one evening slot for some kind of workshop(s)
or discussion(s) that are as yet unspecified. Possible topics include:
• Workshops on new methods or special research topics (which
ones?)
• Career-building advice
• Mycological grant opportunities
• Networking sessions for early-career mycologists
Erik Hobbie has agreed to take responsibility for organizing a
meeting website, while I will focus on logistics. We would like to adapt
the excellent 2011 site for the 2012 meeting and we have had some contact with the UAF IT team that constructed the site about this idea. Ideally, the 2012 site will be moved to the MSA webserver so that it can be
reused year after year with minimal labor. Yale conference services can
create a registration and abstract submission service for us.
Time

Sunday
15-Jul

Very tentative 2012 MSA meeting schedule:
Monday
Tuesday
16-Jul
17-Jul

7:00
8:00

Wednesday
7/18/11
Contributed
Oral 6
(10 talks)

Contributed
Oral 1
(8 talks)

Contributed
Oral 3
(8 talks)

10:00

Break

Break

10:30

Contributed
Oral 2
(6 talks)

Contributed
Oral 4
(6 talks)

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

1:00

Symp 1 & Conc.
workshops/
discussions

Contributed
Oral 5
(8 talks)

Symposia 2 & 3
concurrent

3:30

Break

Break

Break

4:00

Symp 1 & Conc.
workshops/
discussions

MSA
President’s
address

Symposia 2 & 3
concurrent

11:00
12:00

Break

Karling Lecture
Council Mtg/
Lunch

Continued on following page

Time

Sunday
15-Jul

Monday
16-Jul

5:00

Reception
Peabody
Museum

MSA business
meeting
Volunteer’s (and
new members?)
Reception

6:00

Tuesday
17-Jul

Dinner

6:30

Dinner

7:00

MSA Banquet Omni Hotel

7:30

Student awards

8:00

Evening
workshops?
Discussions?

8:30

Grad student/
post-doc
networking/
mentoring?

9:00

Wednesday
7/18/11

Posters 1

Glaeser also sent out 140 paper ballots and reminder notices to people
who lacked a valid email address. Jessie reported that 290 ballots were
cast; only 6 by hard copy.
All three of the bylaw revisions passed. According to bylaw revision 1 the Endowment Committee will now be a rotating rather than a
standing committee. By Bylaw 2, the Amateur Liaison Committee will
now be balanced to include two amateurs as well as two professional
mycologists. By Bylaw 3, to safeguard career development of early career mycologists in academic positions, MSA will encourage the election of mid-career to senior candidates to positions that are particularly
time consuming, specifically, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Editor-in-chief of Mycologia, Managing Editor of Mycologia, and Inoculum Editor.
Joey Spatafora was elected as Vice President; Robert Blanchette
as Councilor in Cell Biology/Physiology; Ignazio Carbone as Councilor
in Genetics/Molecular Biology; Ning Zhang as Councilor in Systematics/Evolution; and Terry Henkel as Councilor in Ecology/Pathology
Mary Berbee

Posters 2

Auction

AIBS proposal for taxonomy initiative
Over the last two years there has been a series of three NSF-sponsored meetings on the future of systematics and biodiversity science organized by Pat Herendeen and Lucinda McDade (I attended one meeting in Long Beach in September 2009 and MSA members attended
other meetings in this series). One general theme that emerged is the
need for biodiversity scientists (mainly taxonomists) to “speak with one
voice” and to have a vehicle for addressing policy matters relevant to
their interests. This led ultimately to the formation of an AIBS Ad Hoc
Committee on Biodiversity-related Sciences (of which I am a member).
The committee is charged with addressing three questions (copied from
the attached charge to the committee):
1 Is AIBS the best organization to act as an honest broker in cultivating a sense of community and a culture of collaboration
among biodiversity-related scientists?
2) If the answer is no, is there another organization that should take
on this task? If the answer is yes, then: What is a financially sustainable mechanism that will enable AIBS to work with its
member societies and organizations to develop and advance a
coordinated biodiversity-related science policy agenda for research, education, and outreach?
3) What are the next steps for establishing AIBS as an organization to cultivate a sense of community and a culture of collaboration among biodiversity-related scientists for the purpose of
advancing a unified policy agenda?
The committee is supposed to deliver a response to these questions
to AIBS by Dec. 2011. Already, Robert Gropp of AIBS has developed
a proposal for “taxonomy services” (attached), which include one entrylevel staff member and various levels of activity, with varying budget requirements. MSA input on this initiative would be helpful.
David S. Hibbett

Vice President
My main responsibility as Vice President has been to organize the
MSA election. As a starting point, on Jan. 3 2011, MSA Secretary Jessie
Glaeser sent a blast message to all MSA members requesting nominations for Vice President and for four council positions. We received 41
nominations by the mid-February deadline. Nomination patterns show
that grassroots organization helped generate support for candidates.
After consulting with the nominations committee, we prepared a slate of
candidates. Each candidate provided a biography for the ballot. Three
bylaw revisions were also on the ballot.
Allen Press conducted balloting through an anonymous electronic
survey, beginning April 12 2011 and extending until June 1 2011. Jessie

Secretary
The Secretary’s Midyear report, published in Inoculum [62 (2)],
summarized activities from July 2010 to February, 2011. Since that time
I have:
• Assisted President Tom Bruns at the midyear Executive Committee
meeting that was held as a teleconference on February 27, 2011. I
arranged for the teleconference lines and prepared the meeting agenda and mid-year reports that were submitted to the Executive Council before the meeting. The minutes of the meeting and the mid-year
reports from officers and committee chairs were published in Inoculum [62(2)]. Among items discussed and approved by Executive
Council included:
➤ Approved the 2010 Executive Committee minutes.
➤ Approved placing three amendments to the Bylaws on the annual ballot after approval from Council. These amendments were:
1) changing the composition of the Committee for Liaison with
Amateur Mycological Clubs & Societies; 2) changing the Endowment Committee from a Standing to a Rotating Committee;
and 3) discouraging the election of early-career academic mycologists to certain key but time-consuming roles in MSA.
➤ Approved signing a contract with the Omni Hotel for the 2013
MSA annual meeting at Yale University.
• Moderated email correspondence and numerous items of discussion
with Full Council and Executive Council including email polls that
1) approved the nominations of Honorary Member as proposed by
the Honorary Awards Committee, chaired by Tim Baroni; 2) approved Don Natvig as Chair of the Editorial Advisory Committee;
and 3) allowed three revisions of the Bylaws to be placed on the
2011 annual ballot.
• Vice President Mary Berbee in preparing and distributing the MSA
Annual Spring Ballot. As a cost-saving measure, I personally mailed
out hard-copy ballots to approximately 130 members whose email
addresses were missing or invalid, including a letter to to remind individuals to update their email addresses through Allen Press. The
cost of the mailing, including international/domestic postage, envelopes, and mailing labels was $190.88. I counted the hard-copy
ballets that were mailed to me (only 5 were returned via mail but I
assume that many people voted on-line after receiving hard-copy information on how to access the site) and notified Vice President
Berbee of the vote totals after being notified of the election results by
Allen Press. Approximately 12 letters were returned to me as undeliverable; these people were removed from the mailing list after I notified Allen Press.
• Issued a call to all Society Officers, Councilors, committee chairs
and Society representatives for annual report and agenda items in
preparation for the Annual Council meeting at Fairbanks, AK on
August 1, 2011. Worked with President Tom Bruns to complete the
agenda for the Council meeting. Compiled and edited all received reContinued on following page
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ports, along with the agenda, updated the Society Roster, and included copies of the Constitution and Bylaws and minutes of the previous midyear and annual meetings into the Council package for distribution electronically prior to the meeting. Printed copies were
prepared for the Council meeting.
Updated the Society Roster showing upcoming vacancies for President-Elect David Hibbett.
Facilitated the request by Priscila Chaverri for MSA to be a sponsor
of the Latin American Mycological Congress that was held in Costa
Rica in July, 2011. This request resulted in approved from Council
to make $4000 available to support speaker travel costs, with the
money being divided between MSA-members and nonmembers. I
also provided MSA logos for the program book
Prepared Certificates of Appreciation for retiring MSA Officers at
the behest of President-Elect Hibbett.
Worked with Awards Coordinator Andy Methven to track the
progress of the awards committees and that committee chairs or their
representatives were present to give out all awards. Ordered the
awards from Tuller Trophies and Awards, Tucson, AZ, provided
them with the names of the award winners, and hand-carried them to
the meeting to save shipping costs.
Worked closely with Local Arrangements Chairs Lee Taylor and
Gary Laursen on numerous preparations for the annual meeting. Provided a list of members invited to the Volunteers’ Social and estimated the number based on those who had registered for the meeting. Provided a list of members who would be attending the Editorial
Committee social.
Provided a list of 2011 award winners with their email addresses to
Treasurer Cubeta.
Provided Historian Ron Petersen with a list of all MSA foray locations from back issues of Inoculum.
Issued a call for Manual of Operations revisions to all Society 20102011 roster members including committee members, Council members, editorial appointments, special appointments and society representatives.
Checked to make certain that Tom Volk would be available as photographer during the annual meeting.
Issued an invitation to all Society volunteers, including all Assistant
Editors of Mycologia, committee members, Council members, editorial appointments, special appointments and society representatives to attend the Volunteers’ Social at the annual meeting in Fairbanks, AK.
Assisted President Bruns in preparing the agenda for the Annual
Business Meeting to be held on Tuesday, August 2, on the University of Alaska-Fairbanks campus, Fairbanks, AK.
Prepared a list of 92 new or returning members and 1 request for
Emeritus Membership for approval by the MSA membership. The
application for emeritus status was received from: Alan Parker, WI,
who has been a member of MSA since 1971.
Received with sadness the reports of the deaths of the following
MSA members and/or noted mycologists: Isabelle I. Tavares and
Roger Goos.
Prepared email express columns (February, April, June, August) for
Inoculum that included summaries of Council activities as well as
names of new members and emeritus candidates as received monthly from Christy Classi of Allen Marketing and Management.
Monitored and approved the sending of 8 blast emails to the Society members since March 1, 2011 through Allen Marketing and Management. These included: 1) announcements and reminders of annual meeting registration, abstract deadlines, and student award
availability; 2) extensions of annual meeting deadlines; 3) call for
auction items; 4) request for teaching materials for FESIN workshop, and 5) numerous annual meeting reminders.
Responded to email and hard copy mail enquiries on a wide variety
of issues from Council, committee members and chairs, MSA members, and others. Received and responded to approximately 2000
emails since July 1, 2010.

I would like to thank everyone who volunteers their time and expertise in various ways to MSA. I am especially grateful to Lee Taylor
and Gary Laursen who have organized this year’s annual meeting in
Fairbanks, AK with skill and efficiency. Andy Methven, Awards Coordinator, has made my job much easier, while Cathie Aime and Faye
Murrin have provided invaluable advice and answered numerous questions, providing a continuous memory of MSA events and protocols for
the past decade. I look forward to starting all over again in August for
Year 3!
Jessie A. Glaeser

Treasurer
Meeting, Awards and Symposia finances
The following is a summary of the finances for the 2010 MSA
meeting in Lexington KY, updated from the mid-year report: $25,700
was paid out in travel, research and student awards, $5786 for the Karling Lecture, $2226 for symposium costs, $2000 advance to the program
chair, $1885 for the Foray, $155 for council report binding, $211 for trophies, and $862 for t-shirt production. Additionally, MSA paid $4103 in
advance for some of the overall reimbursable meeting costs. MSA received a check for $23,338 from the KY meeting organizers in June
2011; subtracting the reimbursable meeting costs of $4103, the net MSA
meeting income for 2010 was $19,235. This amount covers the cost of
additional expenses of $18,164.50 to MSA for this year. These costs
were; $8139.50 (equivalent to 5000 pounds plus wire transfer fee) to the
British Mycological Society for our share of the cost of a social at the
International Mycological Congress (IMC) in Edinburgh, $6000 for
eight (@$750 each) international travel awards for MSA members to attend the IMC and $4025 for financial contributions for symposium
speakers at the VII Latin American Mycological Congress on July 1821, 2011. For the 2011 meeting in Fairbanks, Alaska, $3000 was advanced to the meeting organizers.
For the 2011 meeting in Fairbanks, AK, $6000 was allocated for
12 Mentor Student Travel Awards at $500 each (Alexopoulos, Barksdale-Raper, Barr-Bigelow, Bigelow, Butler, Denison, Fitzpatrick,
Gilbertson, Korf, Luttrell, Thiers, and Trappe); and $12,500 for nine research awards (Alexopoulos Prize ($1,000), Backus ($1,000), Forest
Fungal Ecology ($1,000), Martin-Baker ($2,000), NAMA ($2,000),
MSA Graduate Fellowship ($4,000 for two awards at $2,000 each), Rippon ($500), and Rogerson Awards ($1,000).
Publication finances
For FY2011 to date, we have paid production costs for five issues
of Mycologia with production, manuscript tracking, editorial office, and
online publication costs of $285,538.67. Invoices for one additional
issue may be paid before the end of FY2011 on July 31. The remainder
of the editorial office costs for editorial assistants for 2009 and 2010 (approximately $51,000) are included in FY2011. The editorial assistant finances paid through The University of New Mexico have now been
brought up to date and an invoice for $17,116.59 for the 2011 second
quarter payment was received on 27 July. Two additional invoices for
the third and fourth quarter payments in calendar year 2011 will be
tracked in FY2012. Total Allen Management costs for this year to date
are $35,436.89. From 2008 to 2010, the cost for the production of Mycologia ranged from $29,531 to $35,655 per issue. The cost per issue of
Mycologia for FY2011 to date was $57,103 and this increased cost was
associated with accumulated editorial office charges not invoiced or
paid in FY2010. A breakdown of the production cost from 2008 to 30
June 2011 includes printing costs ranging from $118,390.44 to $58,177;
Allen Track costs ranging from $3,317.50 to $6,002; and online publication costs ranging from $16,155.88 to $35,197.45. From 2008 to 30
June 2011 the per issue costs for printing, Allen Track, and online publication have risen from $19,731 to $27,735, $553 to $1200, and $2,692
to $5,908, respectively. The total production cost per page is approximately $200. Estimated production costs per single copy of Mycologia
are $25 and $150 per year for the journal. The total Allen Management
costs are fixed at approximately $36,000 per year.
Continued on following page
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Publication expenses
Total publication costs
(Inoculum, Allen
Management and
Inoculum

Inoculum

2011 to date
2010
2009
2008
$327,175.09 $256,774.40 $280,945.84 $245,975.32

6199.53

6187.23

9033.47

3063.57

15354.72
1949.13
3376.12
569.96
12211
0
1975.96

1044.99
716.34
2404.88
320.26
28938.26
0
3232

567
1066.03
3,591.84
425.99
28,095.40
0
1913.48

2391.58
3321.04
353.17
27180.00
141.80
2044.70

TOTAL MANAGEMENT

35436.89

36656.73

35659.74

35432.29

Mycologia printing
Allen Track
Editorial office
Marketing
Online Publication
reprints
author reimbursement

138679.09
6002
108313.58
0
29544
0

158177
5041.94
22706
0
25949
516.5
1600

147,788.23
4,625.00
45,528.45
0.00
35,197.45
3,113.50

118,390.44
3,317.50
54,235.20
600.00
16,155.88
5,968.30

TOTAL MYCOLOGIA

285,538.67

213,930.44

236,252.63

207,479.46

# of issues per year
Cost per issue

5 issues
57,107.73

6 issues
35,655.07

8 issues
29,531.58

6 issues
34,579.91

Management fees
author billing
back issue mailing
back issue storage
base mgmt. fees
online services
renewal notices, ballots

Membership
The number of memberships and subscriptions were less than from
this time last year (last year = 1087 versus 30 June 2011 = 1045 for
memberships) and (last year = 657 versus 30 June 2011 = 612). Memberships and subscriptions are exhibiting a steady downward trend and
have decreased approximately 13% and 15%, respectively, since 2007.
The income dollars from members increased $678 from last year, while
income dollars from subscriptions decreased by $8,796. This decrease is
most likely related to the reduction from a 5% to 3% increase for journal subscription costs in FY2011.
Number of
Members
Subscriptions
2000
1291
826
2001
1252
812
2002
1342
804
2003
1295
757
2004
1226
774
2005
1232
763
2006
1185
729
2007
1199
724
2008
1134
713
2009
1123
680
2010
1087
657
2011
1045
612
this fiscal year to date (6/30/2011)

Income $ from
Members
Subscriptions
88480
125534
85462
122579
90037
138325
100305
126404
94875
151671
96277
156574
101992
142756
89971
170910
83339
197282
80834
211317
77670
212087
78438
203291

Statistics Report
Type
Description
2009
MYCO Subscription
AFINS
Agency Sub NON USA and Canada
131
AFINSB Agency Sub NON USA and Canada
AINS
Agency Institutional Sub USA and Canada 395
AINSB
Agency Sub USA and Canada
AINSO
Agency Institution Online Only
98
COM
Complimentary
10
FINSB
Institutional Sub Non USA or Canada
25
INSB
Institutional Sub US or Canada
11
INSO
Institutional Online Only
10
Total
680
MYSA Membership
ASC
Associate Member Worldwide
ASCW
Assoc Mem NON US/Canada
COMPO Complimentary Online Only
EMR
Emeritus w/jrnl
ENJ
Emeritus no journal
FAM
Family Member
HON
Honorary no journal
HONJ
Honorary w/journal
LIF
Life Member Comp
Life Member Pay
MEMF
Member NON US/Canada
MEMO
Member Online Only
MEMR
Member US/Canada
STUD
Student
STUDO
Student Online Only
SUSW
Sustaining Member
Total
Overall Total

22
6
1
52
112
6
2
24
70
1
194
59
405
139
20
10
1123
1803

2010

2011 2012

1
120

96

341
134
11
24
15
11
657

292
168
12
19
15
10
612

17
5
1
50
117
3
3
21
70
1
172
66
399
130
22
10
1087
1744

21
7
1
49
114
3
3
22
69
2
167
74
360
120
24
9
1045
1657

1

1

1

1
2

Endowment Finances
The endowment fund amounts are presented in the table below.
During FY2011, $4,707 in funds were contributed to the Mentor Travel Funds and $4,372 to the Research Funds. Contributions to the Uncommitted Endowment were $492 and this was much less than in previous years because funds of $6993 in T-shirt and auction sales from the
2010 MSA meeting in Lexington KY were deposited and incorporated
into FY2010 budget. Adjusting for these numbers, 2011 saw contributions similar to average contributions in previous years. Contributions in
2010 were particularly high with $15,658 going to the supporting of two
new Funds. No new funds were started in 2011. Seven of the 17 mentor
travel awards and all Mentor Research awards except for the Undergraduate Research Award, have funds of $10,000 or more. During this
year, the S. Bartnicki-Garcia Research Fund reached $10,000.
Continued on following page
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Fund name

Totals
as of
7/31/10

Constantine J. Alexopoulos Travel Fund
10417
Alma Whiffen Barksdale/ John P. Raper Travel Fund 5794
Howard E. Bigelow Travel Fund
9813
Margret Barr Bigelow Travel Fund
10513
Edward E. Butler Travel Fund
9222
William C. Denison Travel Fund
11634
Harry Morton Fitzpatrick Travel Fund
8293
Fuller/Emerson/Whisler Travel Fund
4796
R. L. Gilbertson Travel Fund
10225
Richard P. Korf Travel Fund
8399
Charles Kramer emerging Travel Fund
10163.75
Everett S. Luttrell Travel Fund
11404
Orson K. Miller Travel Fund
20689
Harry D. Thiers Travel Fund
7182
James M. Trappe Travel Fund
7931
Francis A. (Bud) Uecker Travel Fund
4940
Kenneth Wells Travel Fund
3925
Total Mentor Travel Funds
155340.75
Constantine J. Alexopoulos Prize Fund
18139
Myron P. Backus Award Fund
26198
George W. Martin/ Gladys E. Baker Research Fund 54423
John Rippon Graduate Research Award
10522
Clark T. Rogerson Fund
23606
Alexander H. & Helen V. Smith Fund
25634
John S. Karling Annual Lecture Fund
10212
Saloman Bartnicki-Garcia Research Fund
9494
Undergraduate Research Award
360
Total Mentor Research Funds
178588
Total Restricted Endowment
333928.75
Uncommitted Endowment
239191.5
Total Endowment
573120.25

Direct
contr
as of
6/30/11
275
0
50
112.5
200
0
25
2000
100
222
0
162.5
695
295
325
120
125
4707
150
1020
1000
0
252
50
0
1750
150
4372
9079
492
9571

Totals
as of
6/30/11
10692
5794
9863
10625.5
9422
11634
8318
6796
10325
8621
10163.75
11566.5
21384
7477
8256
5060
4050
160047.75
18289
27218
55423
10522
23858
25684
10212
11244
510
182960
343007.75
239683.5
582691.25

General issues
During FY 2011, a not-for profit organization liability policy that
includes employment practices liability coverage was purchased for
MSA. Fidelity bond insurance (“bonding”) was also purchased to provide MSA with protection from employee dishonesty, embezzlement,
forgery, or theft. A letter was sent to the treasurer from A.J.H. Smith of
Smith and Burness, P.C. in Portage, MI concerning the estate of Alma
Dietz (deceased) and bequeath of funds to MSA. This bequest is currently unresolved and in litigation.
Marc A. Cubeta

Mycologia Managing Editor
Overall Financial Picture for Mycologia
As of last year we are back on track as far as schedule (the issues are
coming out in the first month for which they are dated) and paying for six
issues per year; however, this year only five issues of the journal were paid
for. This means that our expenses are artificially low on the chart below.
This is not good, since expenses were higher than income even without
this mistake. Another issue is that we didn’t get properly charged for editorial expenses in 2008-2009; all the back expenses were paid this year.
What this means overall is that we again need to keep a sharp eye on Mycologia expenses. There isn’t much we can do to increase income. For
2010 and 2011 raised subscription rates by 5%, but income has not gone
up because total subscription numbers continue to go down.

The chart below calculates expenses/pg and shows income for
page charges. Note that the number of pgs per issue has increased a lot
lately. We say we publish 180-200 pgs per issue. Increasing the number
of pages has budgetary consequences. In addition the charge per page is
very high this year; again, this is in large part due to deferred editorial
office expenses.
FY

Income

Expenses

2002
177500
222905
2003
160148
203102
2004
206152
299584
2005
188895
199901
2006 187560*
256094
2007
243132
244645
2008
255155
206741
2009
253887
232763
2010
265527
212330
2011
258727
288432
*not including 16K refund

No.
issues
6
5
7
4
6
7
6
8
6
5

Exp/
issue
37150
40620
42797
49975
42682
35645
34456
29095
35388
57686

Pgs/
issue**
231
269
208
181
161
150
234
245

Exp/
Pg/
page plate in
185
185
205
205
214
193
151
282

27K
43K
26K
30K
55K
47K
28K
34K
44K

One reason for doing the analysis above, as well as other analyses,
is to figure out expenses for print vs online publication. A first estimate
is that if we were to shift overnight to online only, our expenses would
be reduced by about 1/3. There are many assumptions at work, but that
is a place to start. This does not necessarily mean that we should be
charging 1/3 less for online as opposed to print. At least a third of the
costs associated with print cost the same whether we print one copy or
1000 copies. If we are going to keep print, online prices will have to subsidize it.
Publish-Ahead of Print (PAP)
This has been working more smoothly. There are still some formatting issues with the author-entered data. This is in part because of issues between AP and HW. It’s important to realize that these problems
are corrected upon final publication. In addition, were we to switch to a
HW author submission system these problems would end.
Highwire/online changes
The new format will go online in October. This format makes it
easier to do inline advertising and make other changes more frequently.
We have implemented an open access option and can now publish papers that are immediately freely available. The charge to authors is
$1000. These articles are linked out from the home page.
I suggest that in addition to the OA paid for by the authors, we implement one or more additional mechanisms for making open access
available. I have two suggestions: one would be the option for significant articles chosen from the PAP by councilors and AE’s. We could solicit recommendations several times per year and then pick the most-recommended papers. The second would be for a “fast-track open access.”
These papers could be nominated by the AE’s during the review process
and the choice would rest with the EIC. There are other possibilities as
well.
Author submission considerations
Jeff and I got a demo of Highwire’s online author submission system, Bench>press. It seems fairly similar to Allentrack. One main reason for considering the change is that if we go to an online only format,
it probably doesn’t make sense to stay with Allen’s submission system.
I don’t have all the information needed to make a complete comparison
yet, but it looks as though Bench>press might be a little more expensive.
Copyright issues
Copyright permissions, something that has become more of a concern with the higher education act. I discovered by accident that we are
listed with the Copyright Clearance Center. I have been trying to work
with this because it could get set up so that requests for use would go
through here instead of to the ME.
Karen Snetselaar
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Mycologia Editor-in-Chief
Mycologia Volume 102 was completed on Oct 14, 2010 with the
release of issue 102.6. Volume 102 consisted of 1523 pages, 135 regular research papers, four memorials and 3 errata, each spectacular, fungusy issue a joy to behold. As always, thanks are due to all of the Mycologia Associate Editors, Assistant Editors Mitch Donahue and Jerry
Hebert, and Managing Editor Karen Snetselaar for their hard work to
maintain the quality of the journal and keep the publication on schedule.
The production of Mycologia in print and online is going very smoothly, with good coordination of responsibilities and only minor problems
to be solved from time to time.
We thank the Associate Editors whose terms ended in 2010: Julia
Kerrigan, Lisa Vaillancourt and Lori Winton, for their service to the
MSA. Peter G. Avis, Indiana University Northwest, Anthony E. Glenn,
USDA-ARS Athens, GA, Sabine Huhndorf, The Field Museum, Lee
Taylor, University of Alaska, and Wendy Untereiner, Brandon University have kindly agreed to serve as Associate Editors for 2011 – 2013.
Numbers of new manuscripts submitted have varied month to
month for the past few years generally averaging around 20 per month,
but on an annual basis there is clear evidence of a steady increase in submissions over the past four years. It is probably safe to say that new submissions are mushrooming. During calendar year 2010, 263 new manuscripts were submitted, an increase of 34 (15%) compared to 2009 and
70 (36%) more than were submitted in 2007. New submissions for the
first half of 2011 are about 14% more than the corresponding period in
2010, continuing a trend of increasing submissions over the past few
years. If this trend continues the number of papers submitted this year
will be around 300. This trend seems encouraging although I have no
way to compare our submission rates to that of similar journals. Still,
Mycologia is receiving a good number of manuscript submissions and
also seems to be attracting excellent and noteworthy papers. Of course
the consequence of increasing submissions is that the workload for
everyone also increases. The increased numbers of submissions also is
reflected in somewhat larger issues in the past two volumes.

the Mycologia website and this seems to be working fairly well. DOIs
and data supplements for papers posted online before print are merged
into the final print version. Our online readership seems to be relatively
constant steady at around 6,000 – 7,000 hits to the home page per
month, 23,000 -26,000 accesses to full text html files, and 12,000 –
17,000 pdfs downloaded per month. We joined CrossRef last year and
so an increase in direct links to Mycologia papers by direct linking DOIs
is apparent for 2010. The cover images have continued to improve and
are a nice signature feature of Mycologia.
Summary of Mycologia electronic access data
combined from HighWire and CrossRef.
Access Events to
2008
2009
2010
Home page
93,421
64,437
74,800
Current Issue TOC
10,782
10,427
10,701
All TOC
21,215
11,436
11,958
HTML
348,177
198,459
246,420
PDF
156,538
156,258
155,419
Abstracts
330,998
164,529
193,032
Searches
36,216
39,233
33,957
Direct DOI links
—
5,972
10,302
* 2011 data cumulative through June, 2011.

2011*
31,805
4,472
5,225
116,747
69,729
103,220
11,379
8,351

Reviews, Presidential addresses, Karling lectures
The EIC has been working on soliciting papers in hot topic areas,
reviews, student presentations from MSA meetings, schmoozing etc. to
try keep the journal on the minds of MSA members and to raise the profile of Mycologia by attracting more papers that will be highly cited and
attract interest.
Presidential papers have not been published for several years. Past
presidents were contacted and asked to submit a paper. No one has
agreed to submit a paper although several PPs promised to consider the
idea. I don’t think this should be an obligation but an opportunity. The
important thing is to get useful, synthetic papers.
Sally Smith has submitted a manuscript from her Karling lecture
of last year!! This is a coup. Mycologia has not published a Karling lecture manuscript in my memory. The review titled Fresh perspectives on
the roles of arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi in plant nutrition and growth,
will run in the first issue of Vol 104.
Changes for Volume 103
DOIs for references cited are now included in print version (DOIs
were only in HTML version prior to Vol. 103) and will have active hyperlinks in pdfs. Over the past two years Mycologia has upgraded its
search, linking and citation tracking capabilities through CrossRef.

New manuscript submissions to Mycologia 2007 –
2011 (projected).

The acceptance rate for papers submitted in calendar year 2010
was 48%, with about 5% still pending decision as of July 12, 2011. The
average processing time for papers submitted during 2010 was 40 days
to the first decision and 70 days for final decision. Averaged for the past
18 months the acceptance rate has been 46%, and average manuscript
review time 40 days to first decision and 66 days to final decision. The
acceptance rate has decreased somewhat from the 61% acceptance for
the two years 2008-2009. Acceptance rate for 2011 as of 7/12 is 39%;
time to first decision is 37days; 45 days to final decision; 79 papers
pending.
Issues 103.1–103.4 have been published on schedule and issues
103.5 – 104.1 are now in various stages of production. Karen is handling
the early posting of accepted papers online in the ‘In Press’ section of

Open Access
An open access option is now available to authors who want their
papers to be freely available online. The fee for open access is $1000 per
paper, as per the MSA Council meeting at the 2010 annual meeting. OA
papers are made freely available as soon as they are posted in the ‘in
press’ section of the Mycologia.org website. So far two papers have
been posted as open access papers.
Editorial Advisory Committee
Unfortunately, Rick Kerrigan has asked to step down as the chair
of the editorial advisory committee. The EAC provides advice and
guidenace to the EIC in filling associate editor vacancies and editorial
policy. I want to thank Rick for his years as a member and chair of the
EAC and all of the thoughtful comments and suggestions he has provided. Don Natvig has agreed to to take over as chair of the EAC and I
look forward to working with Don to improve all aspects of Mycologia.
The EIC and ME jobs have been changing as aspects of publishing Mycologia have changed, and there are several tasks that could be delgated
to the EAC to help out with, for example keeping the Mycologia web
page at HighWire up to date, soliciting review papers, presidential papers, managing online early publication papers.
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Nomenclature FAQ
Thanks to Drew Minnis, Roy Halling and Scott Redhead for
preparing a brief guide to nomenclature procedures. Their ‘Nomenclature FAQ’ is posted on the Mycologia website.
HighWire 2.0
Highwire is in the process of changing to a new platform, HW 2.0
which will result in some changes to the look and functions of the Mycologia.org website. Karen and I should have some examples to show
for the Council meeting.
Jeff Stone

Inoculum Editor
Inoculum is published six times a year at the beginning of even
months, with the first issue of a volume appearing in February. I took
over as editor of Inoculum starting with the December, 2011, issue.
Robyn Hearn continues as the Production Manager. The former editor,
Jinx Campbell, and Robyn helped make the transition smooth and painless. During the past year, MSA members contributed many excellent articles and news items. I especially thank Tom Bruns, who set a new standard for the President’s Corner. Each of the previous six issues contained
a thoughtful essay by Tom on some aspect of the state of mycology.
We are in transition with respect to the Inoculum Bookshelf editor.
Barrie Overton had to step down. Bob Marra has generously agreed to
assume this responsibility.
The production fee for Inoculum remains at $4000 per year. For
the past two volumes printing and mailing averaged approximately $380
per issue. Although the color version of Inoculum is available for downloading at the MSA website, we are still printing 90-95 black-and-white
copies of each issue. Approximately 85 copies are sent to MSA members who request a hard copy. The remaining copies are archived.
Don Natvig

MSA STANDING COMMITTEES
Endowment Committee
The committee carried out several activities in 2010-2011 including;
1. The endowment committee members (Greg Thorn, Lori Carris,
Karen Hughes) recommended that the endowment committee be
changed from a standing committee to a rotating committee. This was
approved by council and voted on by the membership. This effectively
provides a rotating chair and distributes duties across the members of the
committee.
2. The committee does not receive funds but it is responsible for
responding to donations. One-hundred thirty one donations were received. Starting in August 2010 (when the current chair assumed duties), thank you letters were written for all donations. The previous chair,
Betsy Arnold, responded to donations before August 2011. Total donations for the year were $20,564.
3. In preparation for endowment activities at the MSA meetings in
Alaska, we inventoried t-shirts, reprints, assorted books and small items.
We have discovered that we have 187 old T-shirts in three separate locations to sell. Some of these will be taken to Alaska. The remaining shirts
will go to Yale for the 2012 meetings. The endowment committee has
agreed to give some of these shirts to volunteer workers at the Alaska
meetings and suggests reducing T-shirt orders for future meetings.
Karen Hughes

Total Numbers and Current Locations of MSA T-shirts

Finance Committee
The total market value of the MSA investment portfolio as of June
30, 2011 is $956,635 (Wells Fargo Advisors statements for June 1 –
June 30, 2011), an increase from $757,816 on July 31, 2010. Assets in
the Endowment Account are now $587,164 and assets in the Operating
Account are currently at $369,471. As of July 31, 2010, the values of the
two accounts were $517,086 and $231,055 respectively. The Society’s
finances are obviously healthy.
Interest rates on CDs remain very low for 6 month, 1 year or even
2 year certificates. Interest rates on currently purchased CDs this past
year (2011) range from 0.40% to, 0.7% for 1 year with an average of
0.58% for those moneys invested in fixed CDs in the Endowment Account and 0.4% for a 1 year CD in the Operation Account (see summary below). The interest rates fluctuate and obtaining a reasonable, albeit
low, interest is often a matter of timing. Interest generated this coming
year from these investments will be certainly lower than in past years
unfortunately.
Our Mutual Funds investments are beginning to show some recovery from the broad economic downturn. The rates have dropped
some from last year, but are still 3.69% on average in the Endowment
Accounts. The Mutual Fund investment for the Operating Account is
more conservative producing a yield of 1.24%.
The MSA portfolio managed by Well Fargo Advisors is set up as
two separate accounts, the Operating Account and the Endowment Account. Moneys in those accounts are invested in the following percentages for each account as of June 30, 2011. In the Operating Account the
funds are apportioned currently as 59.15% in Cash, 16.23% in Fixed Income Securities and 24.62% in Mutual Funds. For the Endowment Account the funds are distributed as 12.37% in Cash, 47.68% in Fixed Income Securities and 39.95% in Mutual Funds. The percentage of CASH
in the Operating Account is too high and some of these funds will be reinvested in CDs for the upcoming year.
The Society’s overall assets continue to grow, but generating more
than a modest amount of income from interest to run programs and support society business remains difficult due to low interest rates.
This extended one-year term (into 2011) is my last as Chair of the
Finance Committee. It has been a pleasure, as always, to serve the Society.
Timothy J. Baroni, Chair (2006-2010)
Finance Committee members:
Karen Snetselaar (2007-2011)
Martha Powell (2010-2014)
Marc Cubeta, ex officio
Thomas Bruns, ex officio

Summary of MSA investments as of 30 June, 2011
Operating Account
Value
Avg ann yield
Est Income
Mutual Funds
Fundamental Investors
$90,953
1.24
1,127
Certificates of deposit
59,978
0.40
240
Cash
218,540
0.01
21
Total Account Value

$360,471

Endowment Account
Mutual Funds
Capital Income Builder
Income Fund of America
Certificates of Deposit (mkt. value)
Money Market

$112,806
121,775
279,959
72,625

Total Account Value

$587,165

$1,388

3.54
3.83
0.58
0.01

3,991
4,665
1,630
7
$10,292

Membership Committee
The Membership Committee was low on members, but the incoming president, David Hibbett, has already selected replacements,
Andy Wilson, Suzanne Joneson and Jose Herrera. As can be seen in the
summary report below, we have had a serious loss of membership. The
loss is primarily in regular members, both US & Canada and other foreign. Some of this has been a change to on-line only subscriptions, but
Continued on following page
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not enough to explain the shortfall. Student memberships are holding
fairly steady, so our benefits package for students, which is very attractive, does not appear to need changes.
We followed up with members who had not continued their membership, and asked why they had dropped. For many it appears that mycology is their secondary or tertiary field of interest. With the current
tight economy, people are traveling to fewer meetings per year, so they
are less inclined to maintain their full membership. More of this group
might be retained as Associate Members if the price of that membership
dropped to about $35 rather than $50, and they received Inoculum and
MSA mail blasts by e-mail only. Several of us took the training for retaining membership given by Christy Classi of Allen Press. We learned
that we need to send repeated requests for renewal to non-renewing
members until we get absolutely no more renewals, that these should be
in different ormats, have different contents (i.e., emphasize different
benefits of MSA membership in each one), and be sent via different
means (e-mail vs. letter). We also learned that we should actively recruit
members of volunteer committees from new members to involve them
early. We should consider putting a ‘star’ on name tags of new members
at the registration desk so we can readily see new members who might
appreciate being introduced to others, to make them feel welcomed, and
who might be recruited for committees.
For recruitment and retention of sustaining members, we need to
re-evaluate our benefits package and make it more attractive.
D. Jean Lodge

MSA 2001-2011 Stats

Nomenclature Committee
The current members, aided by former member Scott Redhead,
crafted a Nomenclatural FAQ at the request of Jeff Stone, Editor-inChief, Mycologia. The goal of the FAQ is to provide some guidelines
for authors submitting manuscripts to the journal that require nomenclatural actions. In mid-April 2011, the FAQ was coded in HTML by
the Chair of this committee after it was kindly reviewed by Shaun Pennycook, forwarded to E-i-C Stone and subsequently placed on the Mycologia website at HighWire Press. The FAQ will probably need revision following acceptance or rejection of proposals affecting fungi that
will be considered at the International Botanical Congress (IBC) in Melbourne, Australia during July 2011. At this writing, it is uncertain if the
decisions will be available to members of MSA at the annual meeting in
Fairbanks, AK. See following paragraphs.
Lorelei Norvell published a summary of the Nomenclature Committee for Fungi (#17) (Taxon 60(2): 610-613) which includes the recommendations of that committee regarding proposals to amend portions
of the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (ICBN) that are
relevant to fungi. Based on voting of the committee membership, recommendations for acceptance or declination are tabulated. Significant
mycological issues regard the typification of sanctioned names and the
treatment of the Microsporidia.
Of special interest to mycologists are proposals recommending
changes to Article 59 of the ICBN. This article governs nomenclature of
fungi with a pleomorphic life cycle, i.e. different names for different
morphs (anamorphs versus teleomorph). Some general commentary regarding the recommendations of the NCF is provided by Norvell in the
Taxon paper cited above and another synopsis included the tabulated
votes of the Special Committee for Art. 59 (Taxon 60(1): 243-286). A
report on the Special Committee was published earlier (Taxon 59(6):

1863–1866). We note here that there is dissension and contention in the
debate on wholesale change, gradual change, or no change in Art. 59.
On one side, an international symposium in Amsterdam was convened
during April 2011 to address issues regarding Art. 59. The result was the
Amsterdam Declaration (AD) which recommended steps for progressing to a system of single name nomenclature (one fungus = one name).
The AD was embedded in a paper with 89 authors (Hawksworth et al.)
and appeared in IMA Fungus 2(1): 105-112. A rebuttal to this AD (and
the surrounding text of that paper) with 77 authors has been circulated
but not officially published (Gams et al., pers. comm.).
Noteworthy other proposed changes to be debate during the IBC
are 1) the proposed renaming of the ICBN to include fungi, 2) the necessity to register fungal names as a requirement for valid publication,
3) the requirement for Latin diagnoses or descriptions, and 4) electronic publication.
Finally, the committee has continued with one of its primary duties
of advising MSA members in nomenclatural matters. Most notably, an
individual was advised on priority between two names published in the
same paper. In this case, they were thought subsequently to be synonyms (ICBN Art. 11.5).
Update from IBC in Melbourne, Australia by Roy Halling
1) New title for the Code: “International Code of Nomenclature for
algae, fungi, and plants.”
2) Electronic publication of new names takes effect on 1 January
2012. PDF format in a publication with ISSN or ISBN is now allowed
for Effective Publication. Rules also approved to prevent preliminary
publications from being effective and to make clear the actual date of
publication. Recommendations also approved for best practices for
long-term archiving.
3) Latin descriptions for new taxa NOT required on or after 1 January 2012. Latin and/or English is sufficient.
4) Registration of fungal names via MycoBank (perhaps also Index
Fungorum?) now required for valid publication.
5) One Fungus = One Name. Essentially, Article 59 has been removed from the Code. Different names for different morphs of the same
fungus compete for priority in the same manner as other names. An additional set of rules will allow lists of widely used names to be protected en masse, so as to minimize disruption by applying the rule of priority strictly.
The above 5 items are a distillation as I understand them at this moment. We will need to have absolute clarification after the editorial committee for the Code has written the actual text.
Lichens are exempt from point 5 above.
Roy E. Halling, Chair
Drew Minnis
Keith Seifert

MSA ROTATING COMMITTES: AWARDS
Mycological Distinctions Award Committee
A. Committee Members:
• Joey Spatafora (2006-2011; chair 2011), Walter Sundberg
(2007-2012; chair 2010), Alex Weir (2008-2013), Linda Kohn
(2009-2014), Louise Glass (2010-2015), and James Kimbrough, ex officio.
B. Committee activity:
• The Committee received five nominees for Alexopoulos
Award, three for Distinguished Mycologist, and one for Weston
Award.
• Increased promotion and awareness of the nomination process
for some awards may be needed.
• All nomination packets were distributed electronically on
March 2, 2011 to committee members using Dropbox due to the
size of the packets.
• Final decisions on reached on April 6, 2011.
Continued on following page
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C. Distinction Awardees for 2011
1. Alexopoulos Award (C. J. Alexopoulos Prize)
Timothy James
Dept of Ecology & Evol Biology, University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, MI.
2. William H. Weston Award for Excellence in Teaching
Lori M. Carris
Dept of Plant Pathology, Washington State University,
Pullman, WA
3. Distinguished Mycologist Award
Amy Y. Rossman
Systematic Mycology & Microbiology Lab, Beltsville,
MD 20705

Joey Spatafora

Honorary Awards Committee
MSA Fellows Award
Three candidates were nominated for MSA Fellows Awards for
2011, two were selected to be recognized this year.
Professor Donald H. Pfister, Harvard University
Dr. Gregory M. Mueller, The Chicago Botanic Garden
Both candidates have outstanding records as research mycologists.
Both candidates also have contributed to the operation of the Society by
serving on a wide range of committees tending to Society business and
ultimately performed with distinction the duty as President for the MSA.
Honorary Member Award
Professor Susumu Takamatsu, Mie University, Japan was selected
as the Honorary Member of the Mycological Society of America for
2011. Dr. Takamatsu’s published research work on the biology of the
Erysiphales is extensive and regarded as making major contributions to
the science of phytopathology. He also has served the international mycological community for the past decade by performing the duties of editor for four different science journals (including Mycoscience and Mycological Research), and served as Vice President of the International
Mycological Associate for the past five years. Just recently (April 2009
to March 2011) Dr. Takamatsu held the position of President of the Mycological Society of Japan. His contributions to mycology on a global
scale are impressive.
Timothy J. Baroni, Chair (2008-2011)
Committee Members:
Gregory Mueller (2009-2012)
John W. Taylor (2010-2013)
James Anderson, ex officio, Past Chair

Research Awards Committee
There are different awards on which the Research Awards Committee has to decide on. The purpose of the Martin-Baker award is to
support a recent Ph D mycologist in a new or ongoing research project,
while the John W. Rippon award supports students researching medically important fungi. The Forest Fungal Ecology award supports ecological studies of fungal interactions, addressing innovative approaches
to examining fungal systems or interactions of individuals or groups of
fungi, while the Clark T. Rogerson award supports student travel to
herbaria and/or field sites to conduct research. The Rogerson award had
three applicants, while there were two applicants each for the Forest
Fungal Ecology and the Rippon award, and one application for the Martin-Baker award. There were no applicants for the Alexander H. and
Helen V. Smith Award, Many of the applications were outstanding and
it was very difficult to make a decision among the competing applications. The committee used a weighted voting process to choose among
the applicants.

The winners for 2011 are:
Peter Kennedy for the Martin-Baker Award
Megan McCormick for the Clark Rogerson Award
Rodrigo Olarte for the Rippon Award
Michelle Jusino for the Forest Fungal Ecology Award
All awardees were notified on March 17, 2011. The rejection letters were sent out within the next two weeks for all awards. I want to
thank the entire committee for their hard work, timely responses and
feedback.
Thorsten Lumbsch

ROTATING COMMITTEES – GENERAL SERVICE
Karling Annual Lecture Committee
The Karling Lecturer Committee unanimously recommended Dr.
Joseph Heitman (Duke University) to present the lecture at MSA 2011
in Fairbanks, and he has graciously accepted. We look forward to an interesting lecture on the “Evolution of Sex in Fungi.”
Tim James, Chair
Brian Shaw
Cameron Currie

Liaison with Amateur
Mushroom Clubs and Societies
The committee did not meet formally but pooled information for
this short report. At their annual meeting in 2010 (Snow Mountain
Ranch, CO), NAMA briefly discussed the invitation from MSA to join
them in Alaska 2011. NAMA declined for the club as a whole but individual members may attend. The 2011 NAMA Foray overlaps with
dates of the 2011 MSA meeting. Cathy Cripps was in attendance as both
a Trustee of NAMA and chair of the MSA Amateur Liaison Committee.
The committee would like to put forward an idea for discussion before it is submitted as a formal proposal to the MSA board. To promote
MSA-NAMA interaction, we propose that MSA consider funding/partially funding mycology graduate students to attend NAMA
forays as working interns. The NAMA Voucher Committee has funded students in the past, but given the uncertain future of this committee
we suggest the above alternative be discussed. This would expose young
professionals to NAMA; they would have the opportunity to contribute
to the meeting via giving talks and/or voucher processing.
Another venue for interaction between amateurs and professionals
is the internet site ‘Mushroom Observer’. Mushroom Observer
(http://mushroomobserver.org) currently has about 2200 people who
have created accounts. Of those about 200 are active contributors meaning they have made at least 10 observations or comments in the last year.
Of those at least 12 are professional mycologists. The participation of
professional mycologists is deeply valued by the community as a whole.
The non-professionals have gained knowledge that was otherwise difficult for them to find and several of the professionals have received important collections and observations have helped their research. In addition, many of the images and descriptions developed by both
professionals and non-professionals have in turn been contributed to the
Encyclopedia of Life (http://eol.org). We recommend that MSA support
this interaction by its professional members.
More recently Cathy Cripps interacted with NAMA (as a Trustee
of NAMA and chair of the MSA Liaison Committee) and suggested that
NAMA discuss possible venues for interaction of MSA and NAMA at
their upcoming meeting. I have not yet had a response from Bruce Eberle.
Cathy Cripps, Chair
Walt Sundberg
Else Vellinga
Andy Wilson

Continued on following page
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Program Committee
The MSA annual meeting in Fairbanks, Alaska was a great success
enjoyed by over 250 participants, many of which were international.
Nearly 150 presentations were offered over the three-day event in 22
technical sessions and five symposia. Abstracts were published in the
June issue of Inoculum 62(3) with a couple of late abstracts and errata
appearing in the August issue. The meeting kicked off with the FESIN
workshop focusing on using mycology in an educational context and
ended with one of the largest (and most fruitful) forays in MSA history.
The 2012 MSA meeting will be held July 15-19 at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut. Jean Lodge, the MSA Program Chair for
this meeting, is actively communicating with the local arrangements
chair, David Hibbett, on initial planning for the upcoming event. The
theme for the 2012 MSA meeting has not yet been selected.
Andrew N. Miller, Chair

MSA ROTATING COMMITTEES:
SPECIFIC ExPERTISE
Biodiversity Committee
Members of the Biodiversity Committee were involved in the following endeavors this past year between summers 2010 and 2011.
Symposia
Maria-Alice Neves, committee chair for 2012, organized a symposium on phylogenetics at the VI Brazilian Mycological Congress held in
Brasilia late fall 2010. Martin Ryberg, a post-doc in Brandon Matheny’s
laboratory, delivered a presentation in the phylogenetics symposium and
contributed to a workshop on field identification of ectomycorrhizas.
Brandon Matheny co-organized a symposium at the International
Mycological Congress held in Edinburgh during the summer of 2010.
The symposium focused on co-diversification patterns between fungi
and plants.
Workshops and Other Outreach
Robert Lücking organized several workshops on tropical lichen
taxonomy and biodiversity during the past year in Guatemala, El Salvador, Panama, Puerto Rico, Colombia, Venezuela, Brazil and
Paraguay. The workshops had between 10 and 20 participants each, and
for several updated checklists were produced including many new
records and taxa new to science.
Cathy Cripps participated in a ‘bioblitz’ on the American Prairie
held in Montana and participated as the chief mycologist for the Denver
Mushroom Fair. Cathy also led and coordinated identification and presentation of numerous species at the North American Mycological Association (NAMA) foray in Colorado during 2010. Brandon Matheny assisted in this effort.
Brandon Matheny led a workshop on identification of species of
Inocybaceae in Australia during the Fungimap 6 Conference held in
Denmark, Western Australia, July 2011. This workshop featured 15 participants.
Brandon also made presentations on molecular annotation of type
collections of Agaricales to foray participants at a NAMA regional foray
held in Wildacres, North Carolina. The same presentation was made to
an audience of 30 participants at the NAMA main foray in Colorado.
Brandon highlighted an 80% success rate (out of ca. 100 collections) for
molecular annotation of historical type collections of various Agaricales
described by A.H. Smith, L.R. Hesler, D.E. Stuntz, and R.H. Petersen
housed at the University of Tennessee Fungus Herbarium. Taxonomic
implications were discussed drawing on several examples.
Publications
Robert Lücking helped spearhead a massive collaboration, in
which 103 lichenologists worldwide contributed to description of 100
new species of lichens. The article is freely available via open access and
was published as “One hundred new species of lichenized fungi: a signature of undiscovered global diversity” in the journal Phytotaxa 18: 1127. Thorsten Lumbsch is listed as the lead author. Even though description of 100 new species of lichens sounds like a great deal, it is

estimated that approximately 10,000 lichenized fungi remain undescribed.
Renal failure due to Cortinarius consumption in North America
has been difficult to document. However, Brandon Matheny co-authored a 2010 paper that documented a case of renal failure due to consumption of a species of Cortinarius closely related to orellanine-producing species. The lead author is Bryan Judge, and the article was
published as “Ingestion of a newly described North American mushroom species from Michigan resulting in chronic renal failure: Cortinarius orellanosus” in Clinical Toxicology 48: 545-549.
Brandon, together with lead author Martin Ryberg, published an
article employing a novel strategy to deal with incomplete taxon sampling in a phylogenetic context to estimate rates of lineage diversification over historical time. This paper is entitled “Incomplete taxon sampling and diversification in a large clade of mushroom-forming fungi”
and was published in Evolution 65: 1862-1878 in 2011.
Robert also has plans to contribute an article entitled “Predicting species richness in tropical lichenized fungi using a character-correlation index and character-combination gap approach” to a special volume of Biodiversity and Conservation on tropical fungi, edited by
Francis Brearley and Cathie Aime. This paper will explore a statistical
method of character correlation to predict the number and characteristics of yet undiscovered species within a given taxonomic group of
lichens.
P. Brandon Matheny

Culture Collections Committee
The NSF released its new call for proposals for its collection programs in July, and I have just made a new web-page for the coordination and dissemination of information regarding a Research Coordination Network proposal I will submit for the 2011 deadline in October.
This webpage is here: http://www.fgsc.net/rcn2011/CSBR_RCN.htm.
This RCN effort has grown out of the APS ad hoc working group
on a National Plant Microbial Germplasm System. The 2010 submission was well received and we have gotten feedback for improvements.
With this in mind, I have been thinking about options for a 2011 submission and have come up with some concrete goals. All of these are
subject to group modification and, I hope, consensus based decision
making. These goals include:
• A portable and scalable syllabus for teaching microbial
germplasm repository practices and management.
• A “cloud-based” laboratory management system/web interface.
• A comprehensive back-up system utilizing the facilities at the
National Center for Genetic Resources Preservation in Ft.
Collins.
To accomplish these goals, we would hold several meetings, support exchanges between laboratories, foster participation in national and
international collection related organizations, teach workshops on culture collection practices, and of course, develop a central website.
Kevin McCluskey

Genetics and Cell Biology Committee
The committee successfully established a research award in honor
of Dr. Salomon Bartnicki-Garcia. We are also proposing a symposium
for MSA 2012 on a broad but highly relevant topic covering our current
knowledge on the evolutionary biology of the fungal cell with examples
of aneuploidy, supernumerary chromosomes, non-mendelian inheritance across different fungi and oomycetes. These processes are proving
to have profound effects on fungal cell biology, genetics, physiology,
adaptation and evolution.
Ignazio Carbone

Conservation Committee
During the past year, members of the committee have been involved in the organization of the newly establish International Society
for Fungal Conservation. During a meeting held at the Royal Botanic
Continued on following page
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Garden in Edinburgh in August 2010 (but not as part of the International Mycological Congress), a group of mycologist from different countries discussed the establishment of a society that will be devoted in promoting the conservation of fungi. The society will promote activities
such as identify fungi in need of conservation, promote awareness that
fungi are different from animals and plants, and that need protection and
provide recommendations to governments and NGOs for fungal conservations globally.
Also the committee submitted two symposia proposals for MSA
2011. One of the symposia was scientifically oriented and the other was
more political oriented. Neither of the proposals was accepted. As a recommendation for MSA council, it is imperative that at every MSA annual meeting a time to discuss fungal conservation issues be allocated
and the Conservation committee should be in charge of organizing an
activity during this allocated time.
Sharon Cantrell
David Minter

International Mycological Association
This is my first report after starting as the MSA representative to
the IMA in 2011. After a slow winter, spring and early summer brought
some interesting developments, questions, and discussions from the
IMA.
IMA Young Mycologist Awards
The IMA has established six IMA Young Mycologist Awards to
mark outstanding research accomplishment by young mycologists from
each of the six IMA Regional Member Mycological Organizations (IMA
Fungus 1:19). The North American award will be called the Arthur
Henry Reginald Buller Medal. These awards profile accomplishments
similar to those recognized by the MSA’s Alexopolous Award. Newly
published IMA guidelines state that for the 2010 awards (IMC9 awards),
the deadline for the new regional mycological awards committee to be
announced to the IMA Executive Committee is the 1st of May 2011 and
each regional membership needs to be notified of the nomination
process. IMA President, John Taylor, asked me to inform him of the
North American Award Committee. I contacted President Tom Bruns
and Chairman of the Distinctions Committee Chair, Joey Spatafora, to
find out whether a standing MSA committee can act as the nomination
committee or whether a special committee needs to be appointed.
According the IMA directives these awards will be ongoing.
Therefore, a formal process for nominating the North American
IMA Young Mycologist should be written into the responsibilities
of an existing MSA awards committee (e.g., the Distinctions Committee) or a special committee appointed. As of the writing of this report, I understand that the Distinction Committee is working on the
nomination process.
Amsterdam Declaration (AD)
On May 17, I received a request from the IMA President John Taylor asking the IMA executive committee and the regional representatives to study the Amsterdam Declaration (IMA Fungus 2:105) and then
vote by return email with “yes” or “no” to endorse or reject the Declaration by May 20. Due to the short notice, I decided to informally poll
five important mycologists who work in different subdisciplines and
with different kinds of fungi on three continents, and who were not signatories of the AD. One of them actually attended the Amsterdam meeting. I also consulted with a standing president of another important mycology society. I considered an email from David Minter summarizing
his concerns, and finally Walter Gams’ and colleagues’ rebuttal to the
AD. All these people are members of the MSA, and most of them know
a lot more about the AD than I do. Only one MSA member contacted
me directly to express an opinion.
After weighing all this input, I decided the best course was abstain
the MSA representative’s vote until when a more thorough analysis of
the different components of the AD was made, when more MSA members could publically comment on the AD, and when a broad-based consensus from the MSA could be formulated.
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I do not know the distribution of votes and was only informed of
the voting results when the IMA executive committee published the AD
in IMA Fungus (IMA Fungus 2:108) which stated the following “The
views expressed in the above Declaration were subsequently endorsed
by majority votes of the International Mycological Association (Executive Committee), International Commission on the Taxonomy of Fungi,
Nomenclature Committee for Fungi, International Society for Fungal
Conservation (Council), European Mycological Association (Council),
and the African Mycological Association. This endorsement relates only
to the Declaration enclosed in this box.”
Clearly, the debate of over the components of the AD needs to continue. I think when the MSA has an opportunity to vote on further decisions related to the AD, some mechanism needs to be in place so that the
IMA representative can vote the MSA’s consensus.
Geographic Representation of the IMA
Several questions have arisen about the geographic distribution of
the IMA members, if the IMA adequately represents the world’s mycological community, and if all countries and continents were represented.
The IMA executive committee asked David Minter to prepare a report.
David Minter sent an incredibly thorough and thoughtful report with
recommendations to the different Regional Member Mycological Organizations [RMMOs] for their review and asked them to add their
names to the report if in agreement.
In the case of North America, a particularly confusing point became evident. The IMA statutes call the North American RMMO the
“North American Mycological Association.” This designation causes
confusion because is the same as NAMA, The North American Mycological Association, which historically has had no direct participation in
the IMA, while in reality the MSA has represented North American mycologists. The IMA statute will need to be revised to reflect this reality
and avoid confusion with NAMA.
At this time, David Minter’s report is being reviewed by the IMA
executive committee and subsequently will be published in IMA Fungus.
Patron of the IMA
In an effort to involve industry with the IMA and to raise funding
for IMA Fungus, Pedro Crous initiated a proposal to offer a new category of membership in the IMA, “Patron of IMA.” A Patron of the IMA
would have the rights of an individual member, but no vote in the Executive Committee. A Patron of the IMA will be defined as ”An individual or corporation, generally recruited and recommended as a Patron of the IMA by members of the Executive Committee. Patrons of the
IMA must be approved by a vote of the Executive Committee. A Patron
of the IMA shall have the privileges of an individual member, have the
option to have their logo placed on the IMA Webpage, and to have their
advertisement placed in the journal, IMA Fungus. Annual dues are
€1,000.”
I am available to communicate suggestions for Patrons to the IMA
or MSA members can directly contact the IMA executive committee.
Gerald Bills

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS AND APPOINTMENTS
Awards Coordinator
The MSA awards for 2011 are reported separately in this issue (Inoculum 62(5).
Andrew Methven

Historian
Status of the MSA Archives (originally submitted January 3, 2011)
The MSA archive is housed in a climate-controlled warehouse attached to the research building at the New York Botanical Garden, together with numerous other archives of various societies and the Garden
itself. On November 8, 2010, I visited with Susan Fraser, Director
(sfraser@nybg.org),
and
Stephen
Simon,
Archivist
Continued on following page

(ssimon@nybg.org), of the NYBG library, and personally observed the
MSA archive (accompanied by Roy Halling). Attachment 2 outlines the
extent of the MSA archive.
Apparently, no additions to the archive have been contributed
since 1993, coinciding with the later years of Clark Rogerson who oversaw the archive for many years previous. My impression was of a generally unorganized conglomeration of materials ranging from correspondence to a “shoebox” full of membership dues/Mycologia
subscription records covering many years ending some 40 years ago. I
suggest that a large portion of the archive could be discarded as too obscure and too complex for easy search or use. An important exception
are several bound volumes (probably by Fred Seaver) of the earliest
MSA records (and prior), including correspondence dealing with the
founding of the Society. The original articles of confederation might be
found among these documents.
In a discussion dealing with the organizing and cataloging of the
archive, Stephen Simon generously suggested sending me a sample of a
cataloged archive (American Iris Society) as a guide to understanding
the “level” or “depth” of cataloging which would result from formal, educated organization. This aspect does not meet my hopes for searchable
details, and must be considered as decisions are made concerning the
fate of the archive.
An itemized list of expenses was supplied by Susan Fraser (and
Stephan Simon) connected with the process of housing and cataloging
the MSA archive. It generally coincides with a rougher estimate passed
on to you some months ago. But these expenses beg the question of a

named cataloger/archivist. Some years ago, the North American Mycological Association (NAMA) archive was organized/cataloged by Fred
James, an amateur mycologist. He has since obtained a full-time job and
may not be available to work on the MSA archive, but we (MSA) are
far from decision-making which would make contact with him advisable. The Garden apparently has a small cadre of retired
librarians/archivists from which to solicit a god candidate.
You will see that the estimate for housing and cataloging slightly
exceeds $10,000. Council’s responsibilities at this time are to: 1. Receive this report; 2. Discuss the situation at its next meeting; 3. Reach
whatever decisions it feels wise; and 4. Communicate those decision to
the MSA archivist for the files or action.
Ron Petersen

Memorials Publications Committee
Currently, a draft of a memorial for Roger Goos is underway, authored by Keith Killingbeck, a colleague of Roger’s at URI. The passing of Isabelle I. Tavares has been reported. A brief obituary by Richard
Moe (UC Berkeley) will be edited for appearance in Inoculum (permission has been granted by Moe). No other deaths of MSA members have
been reported to me. A canvas of old MSA newsletters shows that many
years ago, it was agreed that memorials to former MSA presidents
would appear in Mycologia, while briefer obituaries of former MSA
members would appear in the newsletter (Inoculum). Council might
wish to confirm or reject this policy.
Ron Petersen

MYCOLOGICAL NEWS
MSA AWARDS 2011–2012
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS AND APPLICATIONS
Deadline: 15 February 2012
th

Please also visit the MSA website at www.msafungi.org and follow
the link to “Awards.”
For over 20 years the Mycological Society of America has been recognizing excellence in research, teaching and service among its membership by celebrating Students, Teachers and Researchers. This is
your chance to do something for that promising student or deserving
colleague.
If you don’t nominate them, they surely will not receive an award!
MSA AWARDS COMMITTEES 2011–2012
Mycological Society Distinctions Committee
Awards administered: Distinguished Mycologist Award, Alexopoulos
Prize, Weston Award for Excellence in Teaching
Chair: Dr Alex Weir, SUNY-ESF, Environmental Science and Forestry,
353 Illick Hall, 1 Forest Drive, Syracuse, NY 13210, USA. Voice:
(315)470-6791; Fax: (541)737-3573; Email: alexw@esf.edu. Members:
Walter Sundberg, sundberg.wj.407@frontier.com; Linda Kohn,
linda.kohn@utoronto.ca; Louise Glass, lglass@nature.berkeley.edu;
Francois Lutzoni, flutzoni@duke.edu; Joey Spatafora, ex officio, Past
Chair; Tom Bruns, ex officio, Past President.
Honorary Awards Committee
Awards administered: MSA Fellows, Honorary Members
Chair: Dr. Gregory Mueller, Chicago Botanic Garden, 1000 Lake Cook
Road, Glencoe, IL 60022, USA. Voice: (847)835-8226; Fax: (847)8354484; Email: gmueller@chicagobotanic.org. Members: John Taylor,
jtaylor@berkeley.edu; Mary Palm, Mary.Palm@aphis.usda.gov; Tim
Baroni, ex officio, Past Chair.

Student Awards Committee
Awards administered: MSA Graduate Fellowships (2), NAMA Memorial Fellowship, Backus Award
Chair: Dr. John McKemy, USDA APHIS PDQ, Rm 329, Bldg 0011a,
Barc-w, 10300 Baltimore Ave, Beltsville, MD 20705, USA. Voice:
(301)504-5280;
Fax: (301)504-5810; Email: john.mckemy@aphis.usda.gov. Members:
Imke Schmitt, imke.schmitt@senckenberg.de; Antonio Izzo,
aizzo@elon.edu; Brian Perry, ex officio, Past Chair.
Mentor Travel Awards Committee
Awards administered: Mentor Student Travel Awards
Chair: Dr. Todd Osmundson, Institute of Systematic Botany, The New
York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY 10458-5126, USA. Voice:
(503)853-6923; Fax: (503)768-7658; Email: tosmundson@nybg.org.
Members: Heather Hallen-Adams, hhallen-adams2@unl.edu; Melissa
McCormick, mccormickm@si.edu; Matias Cafaro matcaf@gmail.com;
Peter Kennedy, ex officio, Past Chair.
Research Awards Committee
Awards administered: Martin-Baker Award, Clark T. Rogerson Student
Research Award, Forest Fungal Ecology Research Award, Alexander
H. and Helen V. Smith Research Award; John W. Rippon Research
Award; Salomon Bartnicki-Garcia Award
Chair: Dr. Dennis Desjardin, San Francisco State University, Department of Biology, 1600 Holloway Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94132,
USA. Voice: (415)338-2439; Fax: (415)338-2295; Email:
ded@sfsu.edu. Members: Teresa Pawlowska, Tep8@cornell.edu; Ning
Zhang zhang@aesop.rutgers.edu; David Geiser dgeiser@psu.edu; Betty
Strack, bstrack@fieldmuseum.org, Thorsten Lumbsch, ex officio, Past
Chair
Continued on following page
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DISTINGUISHED MYCOLOGIST AWARD

(4) Self nomination is not allowed.

Awarded annually to an individual who has established an outstanding
mycological career, this is one of the highest awards bestowed by the
MSA and marks a distinguished career. Nominees for the award will be
evaluated on the basis of quality, originality, and quantity of their published research, and on the basis of service to the MSA or to the field of
mycology in general.

(5) Nominators must be members of the MSA.

Application Deadline: February 15th

Documents required: The nomination folder should contain:
(1) A nominating letter, including a detailed evaluation of the nominee’s
contributions to Mycology.

Requirements:
(1) The nominee must be a current member of MSA or eligible for emeritus membership.
(2) The nominee must have received his or her terminal degree at least
twenty years prior to January 1 of the year in which the award is given.
There is no requirement for a minimum age or impending or actual retirement. Honorary degrees shall not be considered in determining the
time interval.
(3) An individual may receive the Distinguished Mycologist Award
only once.
(4) Self nomination is not allowed.
(5) Nominators must be members of the MSA.

(6) Nominees who are not chosen for the prize in the year in which they
are nominated will be reconsidered for up to two additional years (within the 10-year limit). The MSA Distinctions Committee Chairperson
will request updates of the nominee’s materials.

(2) A current curriculum vitae, including a list of the nominee’s publications.
(3) Reprints of the nominee’s 5 most significant papers.
(4) Up to five additional letters of support.
Apply to: The nominator should a) prepare a single electronic file,
preferably in pdf format, containing all of the items listed above and
email it as an attachment; or b) prepare as much as possible electronically in one email with attachments followed by FAX or hard copy of
the non-electronic portions; and send all to the Chair of the MSA Distinctions Committee.

Documents required: The nomination folder should contain:
(1) A nominating letter, including a detailed evaluation of the nominee’s
outstanding contributions to Mycology.

Note: The award consists of a plaque and a monetary award derived
from either the annual interest on the principle deposited in the MSA
Alexopoulos Fund or $1,000, whichever is greater. The committee may
choose to make no award in a given year, if it is appropriate. Presentation of the award will take place at the awards ceremony during the
Breakfast and Business Meeting at the annual meeting of the MSA. The
recipient will be notified in time to plan to attend the presentation. The
name of the winner of the award will be published in the annual meeting program and in Inoculum.

(2) A current curriculum vitae, including a list of the nominee’s publications.

WILLIAM H. WESTON AWARD
FOR ExCELLENCE IN TEACHING

(6) Nominees who are not chosen for the award in the year in which they
are nominated will be reconsidered for up to two additional years. The
MSA Distinctions Committee Chairperson will request updates of the
nominee’s materials.

(3) Up to five additional letters of support.
Apply to: The nominator should a) prepare a single electronic file,
preferably in pdf format, containing all of the items listed above and
email it as an attachment; b) prepare as much as possible electronically
in one email with attachments followed by FAX or hard copy of the
non-electronic portions; or c) submit all documents by FAX or mail; and
send all to the Chair of the MSA Distinctions Committee.
Note: The Chair of the Distinctions Committee will appoint ad hoc committee members in place of committee members whose major professor
may be nominated for the award. The committee may choose to make
more than one award or no award in a given year, if it is appropriate.
Presentation of the award, a plaque, will take place at the awards ceremony during the Breakfast and Business Meeting at the annual meeting
of the MSA. The recipient will be notified in time to plan to attend the
presentation. The name of the winner of the award will be published in
the annual meeting program and in Inoculum.
ALExOPOULOS PRIZE
Awarded annually to an outstanding mycologist early in their career.
The nominees will be evaluated primarily on the basis of quality, originality, and quantity of their published work.
Application deadline: February 15th
Requirements:
(1) The nominee must be a current member of the MSA.
(2) Nominees must have received their last degree within the ten year
period immediately preceding January 1st of the year in which the
award is given.
(3) An individual may receive the Alexopoulos Award only once.
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Awarded annually to an outstanding teacher of mycology at the undergraduate and or graduate levels
Application deadline: February 15th
Requirements:
(1) The nominee must be a current member of the MSA.
(2) An individual may receive the Weston Award only once.
(3) Self nomination is not allowed.
(4) Nominators must be members of the MSA.
(5) Nominees who are not chosen for the prize in the year in which they
are nominated will be reconsidered for up to two additional years. The
MSA Distinctions Committee Chairperson will request updates of the
nominee’s materials.
Documents required: The nomination folder should contain:
(1) A current curriculum vitae, including lists of a) courses taught in mycology, plant pathology or related areas, b) publications related to the
teaching of mycology, c) teaching seminars, symposia or workshops
given by the nominee to either lay or academic groups and, d) memberships on national, regional, state or local committees, panels, etc., on
teaching.
(2) A list of graduate students with thesis titles, degrees and dates, publications, and current addresses (where known), or explanation for the
absence of such.
(3) A statement from the nominee on teaching philosophy, i.e., what the
nominee personally believes it takes to make an excellent teacher, what
the nominee is trying to accomplish in teaching mycology, and how varContinued on following page

ious teaching techniques and strategies help to accomplish this goal.

Application deadline: February 15th

(4) A list of previous awards or recognition for outstanding teaching.

Requirements: Applicants must be:

(5) Evaluation of the nominee’s teaching, including a) solicited and unsolicited letters from students and colleagues who have taken or audited
the nominee’s courses, or been supervised by the nominee, b) course
evaluation forms (or numerical summaries thereof) and c) any other information documenting teaching excellence.

(1) Student members of the MSA.

Apply to: The nominator should a) prepare a single electronic file,
preferably in pdf format, containing all of the items listed above and
email it as an attachment; or b) prepare as much as possible electronically in one email with attachments followed by FAX or hard copy of
the non-electronic portions; and send all to the Chair of the MSA Distinctions Committee.
Note: The committee may choose to make no award in a given year, if
it is appropriate. Presentation of the award, a plaque, will take place at
the awards ceremony during the Breakfast and Business Meeting of the
annual meeting of the MSA. The recipient will be notified in time to
plan to attend the presentation. The name of the winner of the award will
be published in the annual meeting program and in Inoculum.
MSA FELLOWS
Members of the MSA are encouraged to submit nominations for MSA
Fellows to the Chair of the MSA Honorary Awards Committee.
Application deadline: February 15th
Requirements:
(1) MSA Fellows are to be selected from members who have completed at least 11 years of service after their Ph.D., with no upper limit.
(2) MSA Fellows are members who are outstanding mycologists on the
basis of one or more criteria: a solid record of mycological research,
and/or successful teaching and development of teaching materials for
mycology, and/or significant service to the Society. This is meant to recognize a core group of mid-career mycological achievers and outstanding MSA volunteers.
Apply to: Please submit a one-page overview preferably as a pdf email
attachment to the Chair of the MSA Honorary Awards Committee.
HONORARY MEMBERS
Members of the MSA are encouraged to submit nominations for MSA
Honorary Members to the Chair of the Honorary Awards Committee.
Application deadline: February 15th
Requirements:
(1) Honorary members are distinguished senior scientists with a long
record of significant contributions to the science of fungal biology and
who reside in and work in countries other than the U.S. and Canada.
They may or may not be members of MSA.
(2) To nominate a mycologist who resides outside of the U.S. and Canada for this Award, please submit a brief curriculum vitae and three letters of support, preferably in a single pdf file, to the Chair of the MSA
Honorary Awards Committee.
GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS
Graduate Fellowships: Two MSA Graduate Fellowships ($2,000
each), the NAMA Memorial Fellowship ($2,000), and the Backus
Award ($1000) are awarded annually to promising graduate students in
mycology. Applicants are evaluated on the basis of their scholastic merit,
research ability and promise shown as a mycologist. These fellowships
are intended as supplementary grants and may be used by the recipients
in any way to further their graduate studies. They are awarded in addition
to any fellowship or assistantship support from other sources.

(2) Candidates for the Ph.D.
(3) Resident during the tenure of the fellowship in a university in Canada or the United States. Previous recipients of these fellowships are not
eligible to apply. The NAMA Fellowship comes with the stipulation that
the awardee prepare an article for McIlvainea.
Documents required:
1) A cover letter addressing your eligibility including a statement that
you have passed your qualifying exams (comprehensive, oral, preliminary, or their equivalent).
2) A curriculum vitae that includes a paragraph describing your training
for the proposed work.
3) A detailed plan of study. [The text of this plan of study must be no
longer than five pages including tables, figures, references, and a proposed budget. Applications that include proposals exceeding the 5-page
limit will not be considered. The text of this proposal should be singlespaced and printed in a regular sized font (10 cpi or 12 point). Suggestions for preparing this plan of study are provided below.]
4) Two letters of recommendation, one of which is from your supervisor or thesis advisor. Both referees must be members of MSA. We recommend that your supervisor’s letter also address your eligibility based
on candidacy.
5) Graduate school transcripts showing courses taken, grades received,
student Social Security number and Student ID number. Photocopies are
acceptable if signed by your supervisor, but at least one must be an official transcript obtained from your institution’s Registrar.
Plan of study should include the following:
1) A 200- or 250-word Abstract;
2) An Introduction that explains what you want to do and why it is interesting or important;
3) A Methods section that convinces the reader that the project is feasible and describes how the study will be conducted; and
4) A Discussion section that explains preliminary results of your study
(if any) and their significance. Be concise. Use section headings and
double spacing between paragraphs to make your proposal easier to
read.
Apply to: Send one copy of your completed application, including all
items listed above, in electronic format and preferably as a single pdf
file, to the Chair of the MSA Student Awards Committee. Confidential
letters of reference and transcripts that are not available electronically
should be sent, in quadruplicate by regular mail to Chair of the Student
Awards Committee. All documents must be in English to be considered.
Note: The Chair will appoint an ad hoc member to replace any Committee member who has a student applying for a fellowship or who otherwise feels a conflict of interest. The successful applicants will be notified upon selection (usually within four weeks of the closing date for
nominations) so that they may plan to attend the awards presentation at
the annual meeting. Those applicants not notified within this time were
not selected as awardees, but all applicants will be notified of their status. The stipends are awarded following confirmation that the applicants
meet the requirements for eligibility.

Continued on following page
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MENTOR STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS
Application deadline: February 15

th

Requirements:
(1) Must be MSA student members or past student members who have
been awarded the degree within one year of the annual meeting
(2) Must be presenting a paper or poster at the meeting. Previous recipients may apply again; if applicant numbers are higher than the number
of awards available, preference will be given to those who have won the
award less than two times.
Documents required (four copies):
1) A cover letter requesting consideration for an MSA Mentor Student
Travel Award. Provide telephone number and, if available, fax and
email addresses, and include information on any past Mentor Travel
Award(s). If matching funds are available from the applicant’s institution, provide an address the committee can use to officially verify the receipt of an award.
2) Abstract of paper or poster (note which).
3) Curriculum vita.
4) A one page description of the research project including an explanation of how this award will further the applicant’s research/study.
5) A letter of support from the applicant’s major professor addressing
the student’s abilities and potential and briefly summarizing the student’s current research. All documents must be in English to be considered. To assist the judging committee in making Mentor “assignments” to award winners, inclusion of comments regarding which
Mentor(s) would be most appropriate for the student are welcome but
not required.
Apply to: Send your application as a single electronic file, preferably in
pdf format, containing all documents listed above to the Chair of the
MSA Mentor Travel Awards Committee.
MARTIN-BAKER AWARD
The award honors two respected teachers of mycology, both of
whom had long and distinguished careers in mycology, and both of
whom have faithfully served the Mycological Society of America in
several capacities. It is awarded to a recent (within 5 years) Ph.D. mycologist for the support of new or ongoing research.
George W. Martin (b. 1886- d. 1971) (M.S. Rutgers University, 1915;
Ph.D. University of Chicago, 1922) was associated with the Botany Department of the University of Iowa (Iowa City) from 1923 until his death
in 1971. He served there as Professor, Head of the Department (1953 to
1955), and Emeritus Professor. After retirement in 1955 he was Visiting
Professor for two years at the University of Illinois (Urbana), but then
returned to the University of Iowa. Dr. Martin was world-reknown for
his phylogenetic concepts of the fungi and related organisms and for his
authoritative research and taxonomic treatments of the Myxomycetes
and the Tremellales. He served as an officer of various scientific societies, was President of the Mycological Society of America (1944), was
Editor-In-Chief of Mycologia (1950-1957), and was among the initial
group honored by the Botanical Society of America with a Certificate of
Merit (1956). In 1970 he received the Henry Allan Gleason Award from
the New York Botanic Garden. Dr. Martin’s infectious enthusiasm in
teaching and research inspired students and colleagues alike. Of the 47
or more students who have received graduate degrees under his direction, at least 30 have achieved their doctorates. As his students will undoubtedly attest, Dr. Martin was a scholar who remained a man of learning, generosity, culture and a good friend.
Gladys E. Baker (M.S. University of Iowa, 1932; Ph.D. Washington
University, St. Louis, 1935) taught at Vassar College from 1941 to

1961, and served 13 years as Chair of the Plant Science Department
where she directed 3 graduate students. She offered the first course in
medical mycology at seven women’s colleges. She is a charter member
of the Medical Mycological Society of the Americas and a fellow of
A.A.A.S. From 1961 to 1973 she taught at the University of Hawaii,
Manoa. There she supervised 13 graduate students for advanced degrees
in both general and medical mycology. Students remember her as an effective and enthusiastic teacher, a scientist with the highest integrity, and
a warm and caring friend. Fellow mycologists still admire her memorable work; the 21 illustrated plates in MacBride & Martin, THE MYXOMYCETES (1934): the Antarctic Lichens (1938) with C.W. Dodge;
the nuclear behavior and monographic studies of the genus Helicogloea;
and the cytology and ecology of microfungi.
The Award: As an underlying philosophy, the initiators of this fund required that all of the following criteria be fulfilled for the fund to be
awarded: 1) meaningful research conducted by an individual in a small
department, who, because of heavy teaching schedules, may find it difficult to attract major grant support 2) a recent (within the past five
years) PhD mycologist and 3) research in areas of expertise related to
the works of Drs. Martin and Baker and which includes a field component. Recipient must have teaching responsibilities. Grants should not
be given for indirect costs, but should be applied directly to research
needs. Funds are not to be awarded for travel to meetings, although research-related travel may be supported, if adequately justified. This
award is made directly to the individual and is not an institutional award.
Recipients of grant awards are expected to submit to the MSA Research
Awards Committee a report of their use of grant funds and the results of
their research efforts. The latter may be in the form of a reprint of a published work.
Award amount: $2000
Application deadline: February 15th
Documents required:
(1) Cover letter
(2) Curriculum vita, with publication list and alternative support sources
(3) Research proposal not to exceed three single-spaced pages including
references and a proposed budget.
Apply to: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format, to the Chair of the MSA Research Awards Committee. A CD with the PDF file and a hard copy of the application would
be appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems with the
electronic file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all
electronic files have been received in working order by the Chair.
CLARK T. ROGERSON
STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD
The purpose of this award shall be to support student travel to herbaria
and/or field sites to conduct research. Grants are available to undergraduate or graduate students who are members of the Mycological Society
of America.
Award Amount: $1000
Application deadline: February 15th
Documents required:
(1) Cover letter.
(2) Curriculum vitae.
(3) A description not to exceed three single-spaced pages of the research
project, including an explanation of how this award will further the applicant’s research. References and a proposed budget should be included within the three page limit.
Continued on following page
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(4) A letter of support from the applicant’s major professor or mentor addressing the student’s abilities and potential and briefly summarizing the
student’s research and the appropriateness of the award. Letters of support must be in English to be considered.
Apply to: Send all of the items listed above in a single electronic file,
preferably in electronic format to the Chair of the MSA Research
Awards Committee. Confidential letters of reference may be submitted separately and directly from the referee to the Chair. A CD with the
PDF file and a hard copy of the application would be appreciated as they
may be useful in case there are problems with the electronic file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files have
been received in working order by the Chair. All documents must be
in English to be considered.
FOREST FUNGAL ECOLOGY RESEARCH AWARD
This award supports ecological studies of fungal interactions in old
growth forests or other unique or endangered ecosystems.
Award Amount: $1000
Application deadline: February 15th
Requirements: Applicants must be students working on their Masters or
Ph.D. degrees or be recent recipients of a Ph.D. Honors theses for
BA/BS degree students may be considered. Proposals should address innovative approaches to examining fungal systems or interactions of individuals, or groups of fungi, with hosts or substrates in old growth
forests or other sensitive ecosystems. Floristic and systematic studies
will not be considered.
Documents required:
(1) Cover letter.
(2) Proposal of not more than 6 single-spaced pages that includes the rationale for the study and the hypotheses to be tested, a detailed description of the site to be studied, methodologies to be used, description of the
study design, including specifics on the timeline to complete the proposal (generally one year), and a plan for dissemination of results. References and a generalized budget should be included within the 6 page
limit.
(3) A letter of support from the major professor.
(4) Copy of the permit or letter requesting a permit if it is needed to work
in a sensitive site.
Apply to: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format to the Chair of the MSA Research Awards Committee. Confidential letters of reference may be submitted separately and
directly from the referee to the Chair. A CD with the PDF file and a hard
copy of the application would be appreciated as they may be useful in
case there are problems with the electronic file. The application will be
considered to have arrived once all electronic files have been received in
working order by the Chair. All documents, with the exception of the
collecting permit, must be in English to be considered.
ALExANDER H. AND HELEN V. SMITH
RESEARCH AWARD
The primary purpose of the fund shall be to encourage the study of specimens of macrofungi — fleshy Basidiomycetes and Ascomycetes —
collected by Alexander H. Smith and his associates. These collections
and materials relating to them are currently deposited at the University
of Michigan Herbarium. The Fund will distribute grants-in-aid to cover
all or a significant part of the expense of visiting the Herbarium and
working with the collections and materials relating to them.

Requirements: Grants may be made available to members of the Mycological Society of America who are working actively on the taxonomy
or floristics of the fleshy fungi, with the main emphasis on supporting
high quality research. Professional and trained “amateur” (i.e. para-professional) mycologists are eligible and are encouraged to submit proposals. The individual should be at a point in their studies where having full
access to Alex’s material would advance the applicant’s work. These
grants are not intended for preliminary studies of possible lines of investigations.
Documents required
1) A proposal indicating how the study of Alex’s specimens and manuscripts would advance the applicant’s work.
2) An estimated budget to cover all or part of the anticipated expenses
(e.g. travel, per diem, copying, etc.).
3) A current curriculum vitae.
Agreement of the Director of the University of Michigan Herbarium (or
its successor as custodian for Alex’s specimens and materials relating to
them) to have the potential recipient(s) work there must be obtained before the grant is awarded. In the event there are no suitable applications
requesting the utilization of Alex’s collections for floristic or monographic studies, the Awards Committee, at its discretion, may award grants to
support field work on the fleshy fungi of North America, or for other
types of studies on the fleshy macrofungi of North America. If support for
a field project is awarded to an applicant, duplicate/representative collections resulting from the field work are to be deposited at the University of
Michigan Herbarium. Prior arrangement should be made with the Director of the Herbarium. Recipients of these grants-in-aid are asked to provide the University of Michigan Herbarium with copies of any publications that result from this support. A summary of activity should be
forwarded to the Awards Committee in a timely manner. In compliance
with Internal Revenue Service Regulations, the grant recipient must submit all original receipts of expenditures of grant funds to the Treasurer of
the MSA. The receipt of documented expenditures by the Treasurer may
be necessary before complete funding of the proposal will be made.
Apply to: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format to the Chair of the MSA Research Awards Committee. A CD with the PDF file and a hard copy of the application
would be appreciated as they may be useful in case there are problems
with the electronic file. The application will be considered to have arrived once all electronic files have been received in working order by the
Chair. All documents must be in English to be considered.
JOHN W. RIPPON RESEARCH AWARD
This award supports graduate student research on medically important
fungi and is open to M.S. and Ph.D. degree students.
Award Amount: $500
Application deadline: February 15th
Requirements: Applicants must be students working on their Masters
or Ph.D. degrees. Student must be a current member of the MSA.
Proposals should address innovative approaches to studying medically
important fungi, including those that cause mycoses, mycotoxicosis, mycoallergies, and mycetismus. Studies may be clinical in nature or may
encompass various research areas, such as genetics, systematics, genomics, ecology, distribution, epidemiology, mechanisms of pathogenicity, life cycles, or other appropriate areas, as long as the emphasis
of the study addresses the medical importance of the fungus.

Award Amount: $1200
Application deadline: February 15th
Continued on following page
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Documents required:
(1) Cover letter
(2) Current CV, including career plans and a paragraph regarding training for the proposed work.
(3) Proposal of not more than 5 single-spaced pages that includes the rationale for the study and the hypotheses to be tested, a detailed description of the fungus to be studied, methodologies to be used, description of
the study design, including specifics on the time line to complete the proposal (generally one year), and a plan for dissemination of results. Students are encouraged to present their results at a MSA meeting.
(4) Include description of how the proposed research will benefit the
field of medical mycology.
(5) Two letters of support, one of which is from the major professor.
Apply to: Send all items listed above in a single electronic file, preferably in pdf format to the Chair of the MSA Research Awards Committee. Confidential letters of reference may be submitted separately and
directly from the referee to the Chair. A CD with the PDF file and a hard
copy of the application would be appreciated as they may be useful in
case there are problems with the electronic file. The application will be
considered to have arrived once all electronic files have been received in
working order by the Chair. All documents must be in English to be
considered.
SALOMON BARTNICKI-GARCIA AWARD
This award honors Dr. Salomon Bartnicki-Garcia and his many contributions to fungal cell biology. The award was established by contributions from several of Dr. Bartnicki-Garcia’s many colleagues and admirers, including a generous donation from Novozymes Inc. Through
his over forty years of research in fungal biochemistry, cell structure, and
theoretical biology, Professor Bartnicki-Garcia stands as the preeminent

contributor to our current understanding of the fungal cell, and he has
been a major influence in the careers of numerous young scientists. The
goal of this award is to encourage continued participation in MSA by
young mycologists who are working in the areas of biochemistry, genetics, and cell biology.
Award Amount: $500
Application deadline: February 15th
Requirements: Graduate and undergraduate students are eligible to
apply. Undergraduate applicants must be carrying out senior honors research or its equivalent. Applicants must be members of MSA or must
have applied for membership at the time of the award application.
Documents required:
(1) A cover letter, which includes a description of the applicant’s career
goals.
(2) The applicant’s curriculum vitae.
(3) A brief description of the research project, not to exceed one singlespaced page, explaining how the award will be used. Literature citations,
if needed, should be included in the single page.
(4) A letter of support from the applicant’s major professor or mentor.
For undergraduates, the letter should address the nature and promise of
the applicant’s career goals.
Apply to: Confidential letters of support may be sent by the recommender in electronic format directly to the Chair of the MSA Research
Awards Committee. The remaining items should be sent to the Committee Chair by the applicant, in the form of a single electronic document. All materials must be in English and must be received in readable form by the application deadline.

New Journal: MycoKeys
We are pleased to announce publishing of the inaugural
issue of MycoKeys (www.pensoft.net/journals/mycokeys).
The journal offers new opportunities and technologies to mycologists to publish and disseminate their scientific resultrs.
The journal’s focus, scope, policies and innovative approaches are described in an Editorial by Lumbsch et al.
“MycoKeys, or why we need a new journal in mycology”
(doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.3897/mycokeys.1.2058). The journal is open access and all published articles can be freely
downloaded and distributed.
The inaugural issue features a commentary paper by
Professor David Hawksworth entitled “A new dawn for the
naming of fungi: impacts of decisions made in Melbourne in
July 2011 on the future publication and regulation of fungal
names” in which the far-reaching changes affecting nomenclature of fungi are detailed (http://dx.doi.org/10.3897/mycokeys.1.2062).
The changes to the “Botanical Code” regarding electronic publication are outlined in the important paper of
Knapp, McNeill and Turland “Changes to publication requirements made at the XVIII International Botanical Congress in Melbourne - what does e-publication mean for you”
(http://dx.doi.org/10.3897/mycokeys.1.1961). in order to
further disseminate these important changes to the wider
community of scientists these changes will affect, the paper
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was published in the same issue in Chinese
(http://dx.doi.org/10.3897/mycokeys.1.2064), Portuguese
(http://dx.doi.org/10.3897/mycokeys.1.2065),
Russian
(http://dx.doi.org/10.3897/mycokeys.1.2066) and Spanish
(http://dx.doi.org/10.3897/mycokeys.1.2067).
Mycologists may also wish to have a look at the HTML
version of the research paper of Raja et al. “Testing the phylogenetic utility of MCM7 in the Ascomycota”
(http://dx.doi.org/10.3897/mycokeys.1.1966) to see the various semantic enhancements to published texts which MycoKeys applies in its routine practice.
More information is also available in the press releases:
“Pensoft Publishers launch a new mycological open-access
journal” (http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/201107/pp-ppl071911.php) and “Revolutionary changes to the
Botanical Code published in 16 journals and 5 languages”
(http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2011-09/pprct091411.php)
MycoKeys will be presented at the XVI Congress of European Mycologists in Thessaloniki, Greece (19-22 Sep
2011). Please do not hesitate to contact the journal editors or
the managing editor, Dr Lyubomir Penev, to discuss exciting
and innovative publishing projects!
Dr. Lyubomir Penev
lyubo.penev@gmail.com

ISFC launches its newsletter: Fungal Conservation
The recently-formed International Society for Fungal
Conservation [ISFC] launched its newsletter, Fungal Conservation, on 14 September 2011. This publication is openly and
freely available on-line from the ISFC website [www.fungalconservation.org/newsletter/issue_1_summer_2011_high_re
solution.pdf]. Containing 64 pages, it may be the first serial
publication ever to be entirely devoted to promoting the protection of fungi. The first issue contains news items, and a series of articles ranging from the scientific evaluation of fun-

gal populations through to practical ways of raising the public profile of fungi, for example by editing pages of
Wikipedia. The new Society already has over 250 Members
from more than 50 countries, and welcomes anyone with a
genuine interest in protecting fungi. Would-be Members are
invited to contact the Membership Secretary, Peter Buchanan
[buchananp@lancareresearch.co.nz].
David Minter
email d.minter@cabi.org

An Ontology of Fungal Ultrastructural Terms
An ontology on fungal ultrastructural terms has just
been published (T. K. Arun Kumar, Ph.D; John A. Crow;
Trevor J. Wennblom; Maritza Abril; Peter M. Letcher;
Meredith Blackwell; Robert W. Roberson; David J.
McLaughlin. 2011. An Ontology of Fungal Subcellular
Traits. American Journal of Botany 98(9):1504–1510).
If you are uncertain about the exact meaning of the
terms that are used for fungal structures (e.g., septal pore cap,
centrioles, spindle pole body, desmotubule, etc.) and their re-

lationship to each other the ontology will be helpful to you.
The Fungal Subcellular Ontology was developed as part of
the AFTOL2 project to provide controlled vocabularies to
describe subcellular structures unique to fungi.
View “An Ontology of Fungal Subcellular Traits” in the
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF BOTANY and at
https://aftol.umn.edu/ontology/fungal_subcellular.obo
Meredith Blackwell
Louisiana State University

New Website Evaluates Conservation Status of 1500 Ascomycetes
As part of a wider scheme to establish the overall conservation status of different major groups of organisms, the
IUCN Species Survival Commission Specialist Group for
Cup Fungi, Truffles and their Allies (i.e. the non-lichenforming ascomycetes) has recently completed the evaluations of 1500 randomly selected ascomycete species. These
IUCN-compliant evaluations are to form the baseline, and
the intention is to return to those same species, and re-evaluate them in future years, so that there is some statistically significant information about what is happening to the ascomycetes as a whole. Using a pool of data which included
information from the Cybertruffle, the Fungus Records Data-

base of the British Isles, the USDA Fungal Databases, and a
wide range of checklists and other publications, each species
was evaluated using the IUCN red listing categories and criteria. No mycologist will be surprised to learn that well over
90% of the species came out as Data Deficient - a clear reflexion of how little is known about these fungi. The work is
pioneering in nature: never before has such an extensive review of the conservation status of fungi ever been carried
out. A full account of the project, and all of the evaluations
can be found on the Cybertruffle website at www.cybertruffle.org.uk/redlidat.
David Minter
email d.minter@cabi.org

Free Mycotaxon set, Mycologia issues and Herbarium Specimens
Complete set of Mycotaxon available for free to a
good home. Also, Mycologia 1975-2008. Herbarium
specimens available including historic exsiccati such as

Ellis & Everhart, Fungi Colombiana as well as miscellaneous old, duplicate specimens. Contact Amy Rossman (amy.rossman@ars.usda.gov).
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MYCOLOGIST’S BOOKSHELF
Fungi and Myxomycetes Feature in Species on the Edge of Survival
The United Nations declared 2010 the International
Year of Biodiversity and, to mark that, the IUCN organized
a special Internet project called “Species of the Day”.
Through this project, on each day of that year, a different organism was profiled on the IUCN Species of the Day website. Each profile included an illustration of the organism, its
scientific name (plus any vernacular name), a distribution
map, some text providing basic information about the
species, and its IUCN conservation status assessment.
On five days of that year, the Species of the Day was a
fungus, and on one day a myxomycete was featured. This
was very encouraging evidence that the IUCN is now much
more aware of fungi and fungus-like organisms than it was
in the past.
All of those accounts have now been gathered together
to form a most attractive book [Species on the Edge of Survival, published by IUCN & Harper Collins, ISBN 978-0-00741914-2] and, yes, the fungi and myxomycetes are there.
The plural “myxomycetes” is not a mistake: one species, Diacheopsis metallica, is profiled (a nivicolous listed as Near
Threatened), but there is also a photograph of Lamproderma

acanthosporum in the introduction. There is one lichenforming fungus, Erioderma pedicellatum (listed as Critically
Endangered), and four other ascomycetes: Cryptomyces
maximus (provisionally listed as Critically Endangered),
Diehliomyces microsporus (Data Deficient, but very strongly declining in its only known habitat), Poronia punctata
(widely distributed, but listed as Vulnerable because of
threats to its habitat) and Zeus olympius (provisionally listed
as Critically Endangered, being known from only one mountain in Greece).
It was also cheering to an alphabetical order used in the
introduction to list the main biological kingdoms represented
in the book (“animals, fungi and plants”). The book is an encouraging step forward for fungal conservation, although the
proportion of fungi compared with animals and plants still
remains tiny. In particular, it was a pity to see no larger basidiomycetes, or rusts and smuts included. But with the ISFC
now up and running, there is every hope that in future initiatives like this, they too will get represented.
David Minter
d.minter@cabi.org

MYCOLOGICAL JOBS
Positions at Exeter
Exeter University has one of the largest groupings
of mycologists in Europe and a number of post-doctoral and technical positions have become available in
fungal genomics and cell biology. Descriptions of the
roles and further details of these opportunities can be
found in the following links:

http://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/ADF967/associate-research-fellow/
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/ADF923/research-fellow/
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/ADF886/functional-genomics-research-technician/
Professor Ken Haynes
University of Exeter

REMINDER: MSA Directory Update
Is your information up-to-date in the MSA directory? The Society is relying more and more on
email to bring you the latest MSA news, awards announcements and other timely information, and
our newsletter. To ensure that you receive Society blast emails and the Inoculum as soon as it comes
out, and so that your colleagues can keep in touch, please check the accuracy of your email address
and contact information in the online directory. This can be accessed via our web site at www.msafungi.org. If you need assistance with updating your membership information, or help with your
membership log-in ID and password, please contact Kay Rose, Association Manager at Allen Press,
at krose@allenpress.com.
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MYCOLOGICAL CLASSIFIEDS
Mold and Fungus Testing and Identification Services
Mold and fungus testing and identification services.
Identification of fungi from buildings, animal and plant diseases. Epifluorescent microbial detection in deionized water
systems, microfluidic devices, manufactured goods, and
medical technology. Biochallenge tests for ink and other mi-

crofluidic materials, testing for fungal resistance of materials.
10% discount for regular and sustaining MSA members.
Email info@pacificanalytical.com. For more information
see www.pacificanalytical.com.

Biological Control, Biotechnology and Regulatory Services
Center for Regulatory Research, LLC specializes in regulatory permit application services for biological control and
biotechnology organisms/products. Let us evaluate your research discoveries for commercial potential and environmental impacts. We also offer assistance with writing proposals

for SBIR grant programs (Small Business Innovation Research) that fund new commercial ventures. Contact Dr. Sue
Cohen by email (sdcohen@regresearch.com) or by phone
(612-623-8089). For more information about our company,
visit our website at www.regresearch.com.

MYCOLOGIA – Back Issues
Back issues are one dollar each. Buyer
pays shipping. Contact Dr. Eric Boehm,
42 Longacre Drive, Livingston, NJ
07039. Email: eboehmjr@gmail.com
Year (volume) – issues
1971 (63) – 3,5,6
1972 (64) – 1,4,5,6,
1973 (65) – 1,2
1974 (66) – 4,5,6

1975 (67) – 1-6 (complete)
1976 (68) – 1,3-6
1977(69) – 1-6 (complete)
1978 (70) – 1-6 (complete)
1979 (71) – 1-6 (complete)
1980 (72) – 1-6 (complete)
1981 (73) – 1-6 (complete)
1982 (74) – 1-6 (complete)
1983 (75) – 1,2
1996 (88) – 4
1998 (90) – 1-6 (complete)
1999 (91) – 1-6 (complete)

2000 (92) – 1-6 (complete)
2001 (93) – 1-6 (complete)
2002 (94) – 1-6 (complete)
2003 (95) – 1-6 (complete)
2004 (96) – 1-6 (complete)
2005 (97) – 1-6 (complete)
2006 (98) – 1-6 (complete)
2007 (99) – 1-5
2008 (100) – 1-6 (complete)
2009 (101) – 1
2010 (102) – 1-6 (complete)
2011 (103) – 1-5...

Mycological Society of America — Gift Membership Form
Sponsoring a gift membership in MSA offers tangible support both for the recipient of the membership as well as for
mycology in general. Providing both Mycologia and Inoculum, a gift membership is an excellent way to further the efforts of our mycological colleagues, especially those who cannot afford an MSA membership. In addition to a feeling
of great satisfaction, you also will receive a convenient reminder for renewal of the gift membership the following year.
I want to provide an MSA Gift Membership to the following individual:
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________
Institution ______________________________________________________________________________________
Complete Address ______________________________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________ FAX _________________________ Email _______________________
Please send renewal notices to:
(YOUR name) __________________________________________________________________________________
(YOUR address) ________________________________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________ FAX _______________________ Email _______________________
I agree to pay $98* for this membership by check (payable to MSA, drawn on US bank) ___ VISA ___ Mastercard ___
Acct. # _________________ Name (as it appears on card) _____________________________ Exp. date __________
Send this form to: MSA Business Office, PO Box 1897, Lawrence KS 66044
or FAX to (785) 843-1274, Attn: Processing Department
*If this membership is given after June 1, please add $10 to cover postage for past issues.

Inoculum 62(5), October 2011

33

MYCOLOGY ON-LINE
Below is an alphabetical list of websites featured in Inoculum. Those wishing to add sites to this directory or to edit addresses should email
dnatvig@gmail.com. Unless otherwise notified, listings will be automatically deleted after one year (at the editors discretion).
A New Web Page About Tropical Fungi, Hongos Del Parque “El Haya” (58-5)
hongosdelhaya.blogspot.com/
ASCOFrance.com, a very useful site for illustrations of ascomycetes including anamorphs (accessible in both French and English)
ascofrance.com/?lang=us
Ascomycota of Sweden
www.umu.se/myconet/asco/indexASCO.html
Basidiomycete Research Group (University of Helsinki, Finland) studies
systematics, ecology and evolution of fungi in forest environment.
www.basidio.fi
Bibliography of Systematic Mycology
www.speciesfungorum.org/BSM/bsm.htm
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory; Meetings & Courses Programs (58-2)
meetings.cshl.edu
Collection of 800 Pictures of Macro- and Micro-fungi
www.mycolog.com
Cordyceps Website
www.mushtech.org
Cornell Mushroom Blog (58-1)
http://blog.mycology.cornell.edu/
Cortbase (58-2)
andromeda.botany.gu.se/cortbase.html
Corticoid Nomenclatural Database (56-2)
www.phyloinformatics.org/
The Cybertruffle internet server for mycology seeks to provide information about fungi from a global standpoint (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk
Cyberliber, a digital library for mycology (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/cyberliber
Cybernome provides nomenclatural and taxonomic information about
fungi and their associated organisms, with access to over 548,000 records
of scientific names (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/cybernome
Dictionary of The Fungi Classification
www.indexfungorum.org/names/fundic.asp
Distribution Maps of Caribbean Fungi (56-2)
www.biodiversity.ac.psiweb.com/carimaps/index.htm
Entomopathogenic Fungal Culture Collection (EFCC)
www.mushtech.org
Fungal Environmental Sampling and Informatics Network (58-2)
www.bio.utk.edu/fesin/
Fungi of Ecuador
www.mycokey.com/Ecuador.html
German Mycological Society DGfM
www.dgfm-ev.de
MYCO-LICH facilitates mycology and lichenology studies in Iran.
www.myco-lich.com
Mycologia
mycologia.org
Humboldt Institute — Located on the eastern coast of Maine, the institute
is known for the extensive series of advanced and professional-level natural history seminars it has offered in Maine since 1987, along with ecological restoration seminars and expeditions to the neotropics. It publishes the Northeastern Naturalist and Southeastern Naturalist, two scholarly,
peer-reviewed, natural history science journals.
www.eaglehill.us
Website relating to the taxonomy of the Hysteriaceae & Mytilinidiaceae
(Pleosporomycetidae, Dothideomycetes, Ascomycota) to facilitate species
identification using a set of updated and revised keys based on those first
published by Hans Zogg in 1962. 59(4)
www.eboehm.com/
Index of Fungi
www.indexfungorum.org/names/names.asp
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Interactive Key to Hypocreales of Southeastern United States (57-2)
nt.ars-grin.gov/sbmlweb/fungi/keydata.cfm
ISHAM: the International Society for Human and Animal Mycology
www.isham.org
JSTOR (58-3)
jstor.org
Libri Fungorum Mycological Publications (58-3)
194.203.77.76/LibriFungorum/
Mold Testing and Identification Services (58-2)
www.pioneer.net/~microbe/abbeylab.html
McCrone Research Institute is an internationally recognized not-for-profit
institute specializing primarily in teaching applied microscopy. 59(4)
www.mcri.org
Mountain Justice Summer (58-3)
www.MountainJusticeSummer.org
Mycology Education Mart where all relevant mycology courses can be
posted. www2.bio.ku.dk/mycology/courses/
MycoKey
www.mycokey.com
The Myconet Classification of the Ascomycota
www.fieldmuseum.org/myconet
New Electronic Journal about mushrooms from Southeast Mexico (61-4)
http://fungavera.blogspot.com
Northeast Mycological Federation (NEMF) foray database (58-2)
www.nemfdata.org
Pacific Northwest Fungi — A peer-reviewed online journal for information
on fungal natural history in Alaska, British Columbia, Idaho, Montana,
Oregon and Washington, including taxonomy, nomenclature, ecology,
and biogeography.
www.pnwfungi.org/
Pleurotus spp.
www.oystermushrooms.net
Rare, Endangered or Under-recorded Fungi in Ukraine (56-2)
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/redlists/index.htm
Registry of Mushrooms in Art
members.cox.net/mushroomsinart/
Robigalia provides information about field observations, published records
and reference collection specimens of fungi and their associated organisms, with access to over 685,000 records (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/robigalia
Searchable database of culture collection of wood decay fungi (56-6)
www.fpl.fs.fed.us/rwu4501/index.html
Small Things Considered — A microbe blog on microbes in general, but
carries occasional pieces specifically on fungi.
schaechter.asmblog.org/schaechter/
Tree canopy biodiversity project University of Central Missouri (58-4)
faculty.cmsu.edu/myxo/
Trichomycete site includes monograph, interactive keys, a complete
database, world literature, etc. (61-4)
www.nhm.ku.edu/~fungi
The TRTC Fungarium (58-1)
bbc.botany.utoronto.ca/ROM/TRTCFungarium/home.php
U.S. National Fungus Collections (BPI)
Complete Mushroom Specimen Database (57-1)
www.ars.usda.gov/ba/psi/sbml
Valhalla provides information about past mycologists, with names, dates of
birth and death and, in some cases, biographies and/or portraits (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/valhalla
Website for the mycological journal Mycena (56-2)
www.mycena.org/index.htm
Wild Mushrooms From Tokyo
www.ne.jp/asahi/mushroom/tokyo/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOTE TO MEMBERS:
Those wishing to list upcoming mycological courses, workshops, conventions,
symposia, and forays in the Calendar of Events should include complete
postal/electronic addresses and submit to Inoculum editor Don Natvig at
dnatvig@gmail.com.

November 28-December 3, 2011
Fourth International Barcode of Life Conference
Adelaide, Australia
http://www.dnabarcodes2011.org/
January 15-20, 2012
Keystone Symposia Meeting
Fungal Pathogens: From Basic Biology to Drug Discovery
Santa Fe, NM
http://www.keystonesymposia.org/Meetings/
March 8-11, 2012
Neurospora 2012 Meeting
Asilomar, CA
http://www.fgsc.net/
March 30 - Apr 2, 2012
11th European Conference on Fungal Genetics
Marburg, Germany
http://www.ecfg.info/
June 11-15, 2012
18th Congress of the International Society of Human
and Animal Mycology (ISHAM)
Berlin, Germany
http://www.isham2012.org/index.php
July 15-19, 2012
2012 MSA Meeting
Yale University, New Haven, CT
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The Mycological Society of America
Sustaining Members 2011
The Society is extremely grateful for the continuing support of its Sustaining Members.
Please patronize them and, whenever possible, let their representatives know of our appreciation.
Fungi Perfecti
Attn: Paul Stamets
PO Box 7634
Olympia, WA, 98507
(360)426-9292
info@fungi.com

Genencor Internation, Inc.
Attn: Michael Ward
925 Page Mill Rd
Palo Alto, CA, 94304
(650)846-5850
mward@genencor.com

Mycotaxon, Ltd.
Attn: Richard P. Korf
PO Box 264
Ithaca, NY, 14851-0264
(607) 273-0508
info@mycotaxon.com

Fungal & Decay Diagnostics, LLC
Attn: Dr. Harold H Burdsall Jr.
9350 Union Valley Rd
Black Earth, WI, 53515-9798
(608)767-3930
Fax (608)767-3920
burdsall@fungaldecay.com

Triarch, Inc.
Attn: P.L. Conant - President
PO Box 98
Ripon, WI, 54971
(920)748-5125
Sylvan, Inc.
Attn: Mark Wach
Research Dept Library
198 Nolte Drive
Kittanning, PA, 16201
(724)543-3948
mwach@sylvaninc.com
Syngenta Seeds, Inc.
Attn: Rita Kuznia
Dept Head, Plant Pathology
317 330th Street
Stanton, MN, 55018-4308
(507) 663-7631
rita.kuznia@syngenta.com

Novozymes, Inc.
Attn: Wendy Yoder
1445 Drew Ave
Davis, CA, 95618
(530) 757-8110
wty@novozymes.com
BCN Research Laboratories, Inc.
Attn: Emilia Rico
2491 Stock Creek Blvd
Rockford, TN, 37853
(865)558-6819
emirico@msn.com
Unicorn Imp & Mfg Corp
Attn: Lou Hsu
PO Box 461119
113 Hwy 24
Garland, TX, 75040
(972) 272-2588
unicornbag@aol.com

You are encouraged to inform the Membership Committee (D. Jean Lodge, Chair,
djlodge@caribe.net) of firms or foundations that might be approached about Sustaining Membership in the MSA. Sustaining members have all the rights and privileges of
individual members in the MSA and are listed as Sustaining Members in all issues of Mycologia and Inoculum.
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MSA Endowment Funds
Contributions

inoculum
The Newsletter
of the
Mycological
Society of America

Supplement to Mycologia
Volume 62, No. 5
October 2011
Inoculum is published six times a year in
even numbered months (February, April,
June, August, October, December). Submit
copy to the Editor by email as attachments,
preferably in MS Word. If you submit pictures, these need to be sent as separate
JPGs or GIFFs, not embedded in the word
document. The Editor reserves the right to
edit copy submitted in accordance with the
policies of Inoculum and the Council of the
Mycological Society of America.
Donald O. Natvig, Editor
Department of Biology
University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131
Telephone: (505) 277-5977
Fax: (505) 277-0304
dnatvig@gmail.com

MSA Officers
President, Thomas D Bruns
Department of Plant and Microbiology
University of California
Berkeley, CA 94720
Phone: 510-642-7987
Fax: 510-642-4995
pogon@berkeley.edu
President Elect, David Hibbett
Department of Biology
Clark University
950 Main St.
Worcester, MA 01610
Phone: 508-793-7332
Fax: 508-793-8861
dhibbett@clarku.edu
Vice President, Mary Berbee
Department of Botany
University of British Columbia
6270 University Blvd.
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z4, Canada
Phone: 604-822-3780
Fax: 604-822-6089
berbee@interchange.ubc.ca
Secretary, Jessie A. Glaeser
USDA-Forest Service
Forest Products Lab
One Gifford Pinchot Dr.
Madison, WI 53726
Phone: 608-231-9215
Fax: 608-231-9592
msasec1@yahoo.com

I wish to contribute $________ to the following named fund(s):
____
____
____
____
____
____

Alexopoulos
Barksdale-Raper
Barr
Bigelow
Butler
Denison

____
____
____
____
____

Emerson-Fuller-Whisler
Fitzpatrick
Gilbertson
Korf
Luttrell

Miller
Thiers
Trappe
Uecker
Wells

Research Funds
____ Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Award
____ Myron P. Backus Graduate Award
____ Clark T. Rogerson Award
____ George W. Martin/Gladys E. Baker Award
____ John Rippon Graduate Research Award
____ Undergraduate Research Award
____ Salomón Bartnicki-García Research Award
Other Funds
____ Constantine J. Alexopoulos Prize
____ John S. Karling Lecture Fund
____ Uncommitted Endowment
____ Other (specify)
I wish to pledge $_____________ a year for ____________ years
_____ to the following fund (s) ____________________________
_____ to some other specified purpose ______________________
_____ to the uncommitted endowment
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
___ Check ____ Credit Card (Visa, MC, etc): ________________
Credit Card No. ____________________ Exp. Date: _________
Signature: __________________________________________

Please send this completed form and your contribution to:

Karen W. Hughes, Chair

Treasurer, Marc Cubetta
Department of Plant Pathology
Center for Integrated Fungal Research
North Carolina State University
Box 7567 Partners III Room 225
Raleigh, NC 27695
Phone: 919-513-1227
Fax: 919-513-0024
marc_cubeta@ncsu.edu

MSA Endowment Committee
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN 37996
khughes@utk.edu
865-974-6387

Past President: Rytas Vilgalys
fungi@duke.edu

Please make checks payable to the

MSA Homepage: msafungi.org

____
____
____
____
____
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An Invitation to Join MSA

THE MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA
2011 MEMBERSHIP FORM
(You may apply for membership on-line at msafungi.org)
(Please print clearly)
Last name ______________________________

First name _________________________________

M.I. ______

Dept./Street _______________________________________________________________________________________
Univ./Organization __________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________ State/Prov. __________ Country ____________________ ZIP_________________
Telephone: (____)______________________ Email _______________________ Fax (____)______________________

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP
Cyber Memberships
____ Regular

$98

(Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Student
$50
Hardcopy Memberships

(Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Regular

$98

(Includes print Mycologia, and on-line access
to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Student

$50

(Includes print Mycologia, and on-line access
to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Sustaining

$278

(Includes print Mycologia, and on-line access to Mycologia
and Inoculum, plus listing in Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Life

$1,500

+ $20 for each family member (One-time payment, Includes print
Mycologia, and on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Family

$98

(Includes one print copy of Mycologia, and on-line
access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Emeritus

$50

(Includes print Mycologia, and on-line access
to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Associate

$50

(Includes on-line access to Inoculum)

____ Emeritus

$0

(Includes on-line access to Inoculum)

Other Memberships

AREAS OF INTEREST
Mark most appropriate area(s)
____ Cell Biology – Physiology

(including cytological, ultrastructural, metabolic regulatory and developmental
aspects of cells)

____ Ecology – Pathology

(including phytopathology, medical mycology, symbiotic associations, saprobic
relationships and community structure/dynamics)

____ Genetics – Molecular Biology

(including transmission, population and molecular genetics and molecular
mechanisms of gene expression)

____ Systematics – Evolution

(including taxonomy, comparative morphology molecular systematics,
phylogenetic inference, and population biology)

PAYMENT
_____ CHECK

[Payable to Mycological Society of America and
drawn in US dollars on a US bank]

_____ CREDIT CARD:

_____ VISA

_____ MASTERCARD

Expiration Date: ____________________________________________
Account No: ________________________________ _______________
Name as it appears on the card: _______________________________

Mail membership form and payment to:

Mycological Society of America
Attn: Kay Rose
P.O. Box 1897, Lawrence, KS 66044-8897
Phone: (800) 627-0629 or (785) 843-1221
Fax: (800) 627-0326 or (785) 843-1234
Email: krose@allenpress.com

