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Gender Balance in Mycology

Just like nature, science should be diverse. However, this is
rarely the case and there are still strong gender and ethnic biases
that target women and minorities. These groups are still faced with
hurdles in their careers, and encounter unconscious and conscious
bias on the work floor on a daily basis (as exemplified by the
remarks made recently by Tim Hunt, an English Nobel prize win-
ning scientist; Radcliffe 2015). 

Gender balance has been at the forefront of diversity concerns
and is in the news on a daily basis. The number of women obtain-
ing science degrees has increased in the last 20 years, but this does
not yet translate into an increase in women in decision-making
positions. Furthermore, women who choose to stay in science still
face inequalities in compensation, recognition and career develop-
ment (WISAT, 2012). The low-retention rates can only be counter-
acted with stronger efforts to maintain the currently balanced stu-
dent gender ratios throughout the scientific workforce, starting at
the early career stages (President’s Council of Advisors on Science
and Technology, 2012, Moss-Racusin et al, 2012, Handelsman et
al, 2005, United States National Academy of Sciences, 2007,
National Science Foundation, 2009).

Is mycology a male dominated field? Most of us would prob-
ably say no. Our MSA community is extremely friendly and we are
all acquainted with prominent female mycologists. This said, such
assumption is not supported by data. As an attempt to characterize
gender ratios in mycology, we compiled numbers concerning MSA
membership, officers, and awards, as well as the gender proportion
in authors of papers published in Mycologia in three different
years. We focused only on gender as an example of diversity as
data are available and easily accessible, though we would like to
stress that diversity implies much more than just gender. 

Overall we found that mycology is far from a gender-balanced
field, with females underrepresented across the board. The good
news is that this bias is not present at the younger generations, giv-
ing the field and the MSA an excellent opportunity to correct such
unbalance. We finish by providing some recommendations to
address current biases at both MSA and mycology in general.

Gender balance in MSA membership and officers
As of 2015, the majority of MSA members were male (568

male, 298 female, and 38 unknown), with over twice the number
of male regular members compared to female (Fig. 1). Interest-
ingly, student and postdoc members are even, with roughly 1:1
female to male ratio (Fig. 1). 

MSA officers have been dominantly male (Fig. 2). Since the start
of the society in 1932 only 13% of all presidents have been women,
with the first, Marie Farr, in 1980. Interestingly, the 1981 president was
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also a woman (Margaret Barr Bigelow). The last two decades
have been less biased, with close to 30% female presidents (Fig.
2 inset). Currently there is a male president, and there will be a
female president in 2016. But, from 2004–2012 there were eight
consecutive male presidents (Fig. 2 inset). This scenario of male
dominance at the presidency level is not unique to MSA and is
also seen in other, comparable scientific societies, such as the
Botanical Society of America, the American Bryological and
Lichenological Society, the Phycological Society of America,
the Ecological Society of America, and the British Mycological
Society (Fig. 3). Most of these other societies had their first
female president much earlier than MSA, even as early as in
1907 (A.L. Smith of the British Mycological Society; Webster
1997). While men have been also historically dominating in the
MSA secretary and treasurer positions1 (Fig. 2), MSA secretaries
have been consecutively female since 1991. 

Gender balance in MSA awards 
MSA grants a wide range of awards

(http://msafungi.org/msa-awards/) that target both regular
and student members. Looking at the gender ratios of the
MSA awardees, we observed that there is a
strong gender imbalance in the majority of cat-
egories. Student travel awards are the excep-
tion, with equal female and male awardees.
And in the last ten years the annual Alexopou-
los awards have been balanced, being awarded
to five women and five men. 

The non-student awards have been largely
gone to male relative to female members (Fig.
4), with the Distinguished Mycologist award as
the extreme (granted to five female and 55 male
mycologists so far). In scientific disciplines
women tend to consistently be the recipients of
teaching awards (AWIS fact sheet), but surpris-
ingly only six women (out of 37 awardees)
received the W.H. Weston Award for Teaching
Excellence in Mycology. The first of these
awards was granted to Lois Tiffany in 1980, but
it took another ten years for the next woman to
be the recipient of this award. 

Gender is much more balanced at the student award
level (Fig. 5). Student research and presentation awards are
still being granted to male students more often than females,
but travel awards are actually slightly biased towards female
students.

Author gender balance in Mycologia
We also looked at gender proportion in Mycologia

authorship. These data provide a broader view of gender bal-
ance in the overall field of mycology, since authors are not
necessarily MSA members. We compared the proportion of
female and male authors of Mycologia papers in 2014 (the
last full year available), 1980 (when MSA had its first female
president) and 1946 (Fig. 6). Even though the proportion of
female authors increased through time, the majority of
authors remain male. The 2014 numbers approximate the
current general MSA membership gender ratios. 

MSA can do better
There is a long history of female underrepresentation in

science and the gender bias observed at MSA reflects the
current overall scientific environment. Even though we can-
not undo the past, we can definitely raise awareness and do
better in the future.

It is very exciting that our society has roughly equal
numbers of female and male student and post-doc members,
as it provides a unique baseline for gender equality. Further-
more, in the last few years the MSA presidency has alter-
nated between female and male mycologists. This is a very
promising trend that should be continued. 

What are we aiming to achieve by sharing these num-
bers? We are definitely not preparing a coup, as suggested by
one of our correspondents. In fact, MSA is doing better than
other institutions, namely the USA government, which as of
2015 has had no female president, and a mere 20% of the
members of Congress are female! 
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Figure 1. Female (salmon) and male (blue) pro-
portion in MSA regular and student members.

Figure 2. Number of female (salmon) and male (blue) MSA
presidents, secretaries2 and treasurers between 1932 and
2015 (president terms are one year, secretaries and treasurers
serve three years). Inset shows the gender of the presidents in
the last 20 years.



In our view, raising awareness about biases is the key for
change. Furthermore, we truly believe MSA can easily make
active efforts to augment the number and recognition of
female mycologists and promote a more diverse environment
in mycology. Specifically we suggest:

• MSA members to proactively nominate and vote for
women and other minorities for awards, officer posi-
tions, and council members, in particular for the most pres-
tigious positions and awards such as president and distin-
guished mycologist;

• Encouraging female mycologists to apply for awards
that permit self-nomination;

• Establishing inclusive award committees, as it is known
that having women involved in the selection process
increases female recognition (Lincoln et al, 2011);

• Being mindful of and combat implicit biases that impact
women negatively, particularly when nominating or pro-
viding recommendations (Lincoln et al, 2011); 

• Making an active effort to achieve equal ratio of male
and female speakers at the MSA annual meeting;

• Making the MSA meeting more family friendly, by for
example offering day care options and/or create a fund to
help parents attending with their children, as successfully
implemented in other societies (Pain, 2014).

We are looking forward to more women in the field of
mycology, and to more discussions and awareness of diver-
sity issues. We hope not to have to wait too long to witness
a balanced gender ratio in our field. Change is feasible and
can happen much faster than we think. 

If you have not filled out the diversity survey that you
received from MSA@AllenPress.com, please do so here: -
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HT86ZT8
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Figure 3. Proportion of female (salmon) and male (blue) pres-
idents in MSA, American Bryological and Lichenological Society
(ABLS), Botanical Society of America, Phycological Society of
America (PSA), Ecological Society of America (ESA), and
British Mycological Society (BMS). 

Figure 4. Proportion of recipients of the society
non-student awards, namely Distinguished Mycol-
ogist, W.H. Weston Award for Teaching Excellence
in Mycology, MSA Fellows and Alexopoulos and
Martin Baker Awards. 
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Methods 
All sources for our data are listed below. We used the

same methods for determining gender as outlined in Lindon
et al. (2015) and placed unknowns in a separate category; we
used “Authors of Fungal Names” (at http://www.indexfun-
gorum.org/Names/AuthorsOfFungalNames.asp), Farr
(1981), google.com to determine the gender for as many peo-
ple as possible. Unfortunately, many foreign names were
considered in the ‘unknown category’, as well as names with
initials only. 

We looked at each publication separately, and counted
the number of female and male authors per publication;
authors who published several articles in the target years
were counted multiple times. Student travel awards were at
times granted to the same person several years in a row –
these were also counted separately.

The following sources for our data were used:

MSA membership list April 2015

Presidents:
Mycological Society of America –
http://msafungi.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Officers-
prev2015.pdf
American Bryological and Lichenological Society –
ABLS_Presidents.pdf at www.abls.org
Botanical Society of America –
http://botany.org/about_bsa/president.php 
Phycological Society of America – 
http://www.psaalgae.org/past-psa-members
Ecological Society of America – 
http://esa.org/history/presidents/
British Mycological Society – 
Webster (1997) and L. Boddy, pers. comm.

MSA secretary and treasurer: 
http://msafungi.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Officers-
prev2015.pdf

MSA Awards:
http://msafungi.org/msa-awards/

Mycologia: 
2014 – last full year: www.mycologia.org
1980 (year of first female president): jstor.org
1946 (34 years before the first female president):
jstor.org

—Sara Branco
Else Vellinga

Figure 5. Proportion of female (salmon) and male
(blue) recipients of the society student awards. 

Figure 6. Percentage of female (salmon) and male
(blue) authors in papers published in Mycologia in
1946, 1980 and 2014. Percentages of authors of
unknown gender are shown in green.

1 Before 1983 the position of secretary and treasurer was combined, and before 1980, it was the norm that those who
were secretary also would become president.

2 In 2012 the name ‘secretary’ was changed into ‘executive vice-president.’
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Some years ago I needed a photo of Kenneth Raper for
my class lectures. The only place I found one was at the Hunt
Botanical Library, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, a
fortuitous event that led me to discover some of its holdings.
Your photo may be in their collection. I was surprised that
they had one of me as a grad student. The library, now the
Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, is a treasure
trove not only of botanical information, but also mycological
materials. The recent fortuitous discovery of their upcoming
mycological event, The Mysterious Nature of Fungi, 17 Sep-
tember–17 December 2015, is in time to alert mycologists to
the exhibit. In addition on Sunday (11 October, 1:30–2:30
pm) Richard Jacob, a biochemist by trade and president of
the Western Pennsylvania Mushroom Club, will present the
talk “Mushroom clubs: Citizen science in action!” Read on to
find out about John Cage’s mycological interest and details
of the exhibit. Thanks to J. Dustin Williams and Scarlett
Townsend for the information provided below.

—Meredith Blackwell
mblackwell@lsu.edu

The Mysterious Nature of Fungi
17 September – 17 December 2015

Hunt Institute for Botanical Docu-
mentation
5th Floor, Hunt Library
Carnegie Mellon University
4909 Frew Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15213-3890
Contact: Scarlett T. Townsend, Publi-
cation and Marketing Manager
Telephone: 412-268-2434
Email: huntinst@andrew.cmu.edu
Web site:
http://www.huntbotanical.org

7 July 2015, For Immediate Release
HUNT INSTITUTE PRESENTS
The Mysterious Nature of Fungi
17 September–17 December 2015

Pittsburgh, PA—This exhibit gives an overview of these
mysterious organisms that are found almost everywhere on this
planet and are the cause of both bliss and blight. Selections from
the Hunt Institute Art and Library collections illustrate subjects
such as misconceptions; characteristics that create delirium, dis-
ease or death; wild and cultivated edibles; intriguing structures
that quickly morph, disintegrate or use propulsion to release
spores; and beneficial and parasitic relationships with other liv-
ing organisms. Whatever your interest, we hope that you will
come away with a new fascination and respect for fungi.

From the human perspective, fungi and their reproductive
spores exist in the air we breathe, on the surfaces we touch, in the
soil upon which we stand and within the oceans we traverse.
Fungi play an essential role on this planet by decomposing
organic debris and exchanging nutrients with plants, thus allow-
ing all living organisms to thrive. Fungi can cause or cure dis-
ease, and the fruiting bodies can bring sustenance or death.
Becoming the 5th kingdom in 1969, they are the most diverse
and the least understood of all organisms, and countless remain
to be discovered and described.

As always, Curator of Art Lugene B. Bruno and Assistant
Curator of Art Carrie Roy will be available to answer questions
about the exhibition. To arrange an interview, please contact us
(412-268-2434; huntinst@andrew.cmu.edu). 

Opening reception
The opening reception on 17 September (5–7 PM) is open to

the public. At 5:30 PM the curators will give a short introduction
to the exhibition in the gallery.

Cèilidh Weekend
We will also open on Saturday and Sunday, 10–11 October,

1–4 PM, during Carnegie Mellon University’s Cèilidh Weekend
festivities. On Saturday join our curator throughout the afternoon
for tours of the exhibition. On Sunday (1:30–2:30 PM) Richard

John Cage wrote music, but he also wrote about fungi!

Boletus calopus Fr. [Boletus calopus Persoon, Bole-
taceae], watercolor on paper by Aurel Dermek
(1925–1989), 1965, for Dermek and Albert Pilát,
Poznávajme Huby (Bratislava, Slovenskej Akadémie
Vied, 1974, pl. 58), 30 × 21 cm, HI Art accession no.
6084.02, © 1989 Estate of the artist, All rights
reserved.

French and Italian Truffles [Tuber melanosporum Vit-
tadini and Tuber magnatum pico Vittadini, Tuber-
aceae], watercolor on paper by Dorothee de Sampayo
Garrido-Nijgh (1941–), 2009, 33.5 × 39 cm, HI Art
accession no. 7782, © 2009 Dorothee de Sampayo
Garrido-Nijgh, All rights reserved.

[Pilobolus Tode, Pilobolaceae], watercolor on paper
by Carmen Sylvia Zocchio-Fidalgo (1941–), 54.5 ×
40.5 cm, HI Art accession no. 4830, © Carmen Sylvia
Zocchio-Fidalgo, All rights reserved.

Continued on following page
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Jacob, a biochemist by trade and president of the Western Penn-
sylvania Mushroom Club, will present the talk “Mushroom
clubs: Citizen science in action!”

Cabinet of curiosities
The Cabinet of curiosities in the Hunt Institute lobby will

display lithographs from a limited-edition portfolio in our
Library collection. The 20th-century American avant-garde
composer, writer and visual artist John Cage (1912–1992) also
was an avid, amateur mushroom forager who became so enthu-
siastic about the subject that he and his friend, visual artist Lois
Long (1918–2005), co-founded the New York Mycological
Society in 1962. Together they published The Mushroom Book
(1972), with the taxonomic assistance of the mycologist Alexan-
der H. Smith (1904–1986).

Hours
The exhibition will be on display on the 5th floor of the

Hunt Library building at Carnegie Mellon University and will be
open to the public free of charge. Hours: Monday–Friday, 9
AM–noon and 1–5 PM; Sunday, 1–4 PM (except 22 November and
26–29 November). Because our hours of operation are occasion-
ally subject to change, please call or email before your visit to
confirm. For further information, contact the Hunt Institute at
412-268-2434.

About the Institute
The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research

division of Carnegie Mellon University, specializes in the history
of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the interna-
tional scientific community through research and documenta-
tion. To this end, the Institute acquires and maintains authorita-
tive collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of infor-
mation service. The Institute meets the reference needs of

botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bib-
liographers and the public at large, especially those concerned
with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMas-
ters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an international center for
bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the
history of the plant sciences. By 1971 the Library’s activities had
so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research
projects led to the establishment of four programmatic depart-
ments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library. The current
collections include approximately 24,000+ portraits; 200+
archival collections; 29,504 watercolors, drawings and prints;
243,000+ data files; and 30,429 book and serial titles. The
Archives specializes in biographical information about, and por-
traits of, scientists, illustrators and all others in the plant sciences
and houses over 200 collections of correspondence, field notes,
manuscripts and other writings. Including artworks dating from
the Renaissance, the Art Department’s collection now focuses on
contemporary botanical art and illustration, where the coverage
is unmatched. The Art Department organizes and stages exhibi-
tions, including the triennial International Exhibition of Botani-
cal Art & Illustration. The Bibliography Department maintains
comprehensive data files on the history and bibliography of
botanical literature. Known for its collection of historical works
on botany dating from the late 1400s to the present, the Library’s
collection focuses on the development of botany as a science and
also includes herbals (eight are incunabula), gardening manuals
and florilegia, many of them pre-Linnaean. Modern taxonomic
monographs, floristic works and serials as well as selected works
in medical botany, economic botany, landscape architecture and
a number of other plant-related topics are also represented.

EDITOR’S NOTE
This is the first issue after a changing of the guard, so to
speak, of the Executive Council, and contains some impor-
tant topics and informative reports. 

Be sure to read the article on Gender Balance and look out
for a related survey you should have received from MSA.

Which reminds me, if you are reading this online and did not
receive notification from msa@allenpress.com via email,
you may not be receiving email messages because of your
institution’s spam filters. If you suspect this is the case, con-
tact your IT department and relay the problem. I was not
receiving any messages from MSA (I realized that after I sent
out an eblast to all MSA members and did not receive it). I
contacted my IT department and they fixed the problem. 

This issue contains the annual reports and notes from the
business and council meetings. To be honest, I never read
these either until I started putting together the Inoculum

issues. I am glad I read them now, these have educated me
immensely on the operations of the MSA. If you want to bet-
ter understand the ongoings of MSA or are looking for a way
to be involved, read these. You’ll get an idea of the various
committees and their accomplishments, and most impor-
tantly an appreciation of all our council and committees do to
support and advance MSA. 

Be sure and read the report of the Conservation Committee.
This is a topic that I imagine means a lot to us all. The com-
mittee Chair, David Minter, does an excellent job outlining
the vision of the committee, but the committee needs volun-
teers. 

The award winners of the student presentations at the annual
MSA meeting are included. And check out some of the
images from the meeting!

—Julia Kerrigan
jkerrig@clemson.edu
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The student presentation awards are awarded annually to the
best oral research papers and best posters in mycology pre-
sented by undergraduate and graduate students at the annual
MSA meeting.

Best Undergraduate Poster Presentation: 
Benjamin Auxier

Ben Auxier was intro-
duced to fungi while working
in agricultural disease research,
seeing the variety of ways in
which fungi impact plants both
positively and negatively. To
further his understanding of
fungal interactions, he under-
took an undergraduate degree
at the University of British
Columbia, completing his hon-
our’s thesis on genetic transformation in the chytrid Chytri-
omyces hyalinus, in the lab of Dr. Mary Berbee. Ben will be
starting a Master’s program at UBC in the fall, further investi-
gating transformation in members of the Blastocladiomycota.
He hopes to use genetic transformation to explore the cellular
function in these early diverging fungi. 

Best Graduate Poster Presentation: 
Catharine A. Adams

Cat Adams is interested in
how secondary metabolites
shape plant-fungal interactions.
She just finished the first year
of her Ph.D. program in Tom
Bruns’ lab at UC Berkeley, in
the Department of Plant and
Microbial Biology. There, Cat
studies the invasive death cap
mushroom, Amanita phal-
loides, and hopes to reveal how
the deadly poisonous amatox-
ins play a role in the death cap’s successful invasion. Previously,
Cat studied the wild Bolivian chili pepper Capsicum chacoense,
which produces spice to deter a diverse set of fungal seed
pathogens. Her Master’s work with Anne Pringle examined
how the fungi that parasitize C. chacoense have evolved toler-
ance to spice. Cat is a PI on a grant from the National Natural
Science Foundation of China, studying how AM fungal inocu-
lation can alleviate the phytotoxic effects of heavy metals on
plants. She also has an ongoing collaboration with the timber
company Weyerhaeuser. The team researches the effects that
pine and eucalyptus plantations have on the native plant and
fungal diversity of the Pampas grasslands of Uruguay. 

Best Graduate Poster Presentation:
Terri Tobias 

Terri Tobias is a graduate
student at Western Illinois
University in Dr. Andrea Por-
ras-Alfaro’s lab. Currently,
Terri is working on a project
funded by the Illinois Soybean
Association looking at the fun-
gal community associated
with soybean roots under dif-
ferent farming practices. She
is interested in plant-fungal
interactions and their implications in agriculture. In the fall, she
plans to finish her master’s work and continue her education as
a Ph.D. student in Environmental Sciences at WIU under the
mentorship of Dr. Andrea Porras-Alfaro.

Graduate Best Oral Presentations:
Anna Bazzicalupo

Anna Bazzicalupo is a
Ph.D. candidate at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia under
the supervision of Mary
Berbee. Before joining the
Berbee lab she received a B.S.
(Hons.) in Biology at the Uni-
versity of Aberdeen and an
M.S. in Biodiversity and Tax-
onomy of Plants at the Royal
Botanic Garden in Edinburgh.
Thanks to her mentors at
RBGE, during her Master’s she discovered her interest in fungi
and worked on the species of a group of Russulas for her final
project. She has been taken with Russulas since then and her doc-
toral project continues on the systematics and ecology of Russu-
las in the Pacific Northwest.

Graduate Best Oral Presentations:
Robert Powers

Rob is finishing his M.S.
in Ecology and Evolutionary
Biology at the University of
Michigan this Summer, and
will be continuing his studies
in Dr. Tim James’ lab starting
his Ph.D. program this Fall.
Rob received his undergradu-
ate degree from Wesleyan
University where he studied

Student Presentation Awards

Continued on following page

MSA AWARDS
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Greetings fellow MSA members! As I
write this column in mid-August in the
beginning of my new term as Executive
Vice President, I want to extend a sin-
cere thanks to my predecessor, Lori Car-
ris, for all her efforts and patience
towards catching me to speed on the
business of the MSA. As I follow in
Lori’s footsteps, I am working towards
understanding the inner workings of the
MSA, and I am looking forward to
working with members of the MSA,
Executive Council, and Committees!

Council Business: The MSA Council
meeting was recently held on Saturday,
July 25th at the Shaw Conference Cen-
tre in Edmonton, Alberta, and the min-
utes for the Council meeting from Exec-
utive VP Lori Carris are published in
this issue of Inoculum along with the
minutes of the MSA Business Meeting.
President Jean Lodge presided over the council meeting and,
in addition to many members of Council, we were also
joined by Managing Editor Cathie Aime, Executive Editors
Chris Shardl & Keith Seifert, incoming Vice President Tom
Volk, incoming Executive VP Sarah Bergemann, incoming
Councilors Terry Hill and Kathryn Bushley (by video con-
ference), Student Section Past Chair Danny Haelewaters
(representing Chair Jessie Uehling), and Student Section
Vice Chair Chris Smyth, Nomenclature Committee Chair
Roy Halling, and Culture Collection Committee member
Gerry Adams. The annual Business Meeting was held Mon-
day morning, July 27, at the Shaw Conference Centre. Pres-
ident Jean Lodge presided and summarized the highlights of
the President’s annual report and a summary of the discus-
sion and motions at the Council meeting. Executive VP Lori
Carris and Treasurer Sharon Cantrell summarized their mid-
year reports and Vice President Georgiana May reported on
the active nomination process and the results of the 2015
election. Executive Vice President Lori Carris presented 99
new and returning members from 19 countries for approval
and all were unanimously approved by a vote of the mem-

bership in addition to the approval of
11 emeritus members. At the conclu-
sion of the business meeting, Kerry
O’Donnell assumed the gavel and his
new responsibilities as President.

New Members: I would like to extend
a warm welcome to the following new
and returning members who joined
MSA in July. Their membership will be
formally approved at the 2016 Annual
Business Meeting in Berkeley, CA:

India: Patinjareveettil Manimohan

Germany: Regina Siemianowski

Japan: Tetsuya Hirano

United States: Andrew, Huse,
Jonathan Hulse, Stephanie Kivlin, Jef-
frey McCombs, Stephen Turner, and

Margaret Weitzman

Membership: With membership declining in the MSA, it is
important to recommend the Society to your colleagues, stu-
dents and postdoctoral associates who are interested in fungi.
Please help us get the word out! Signing up is easy by fol-
lowing the links on the membership page
(http://msafungi.org/membership/) to the Business Site.
Please feel free to contact me (sarah.bergemann@mtsu.edu)
if there are questions about renewing or new memberships.
Taylor Hrabe (thrabe@allenpress.com) is the Association
Manager and Allen Press and can assist with updating mem-
bership information in the MSA directory.

Please feel free to contact me about MSA business, or any
other questions you have about the Society. I am looking for-
ward to working with all of you over the next three years and
I will hopefully see you in Berkeley, CA next August!

—Respectfully submitted, Sarah Bergemann
sarah.bergemann@mtsu.edu

MSA Executive Vice President

MSA BUSINESS
Executive Vice President’s Report  

Sarah Bergemann

experimental music and computer science. After working in
non-profit IT sector in the San Francisco Bay Area for 10 years,
Rob found his true calling in his passion for mycology, joining
Dr. Tim James lab as a Master’s student in 2013. Rob’s M.S.
research is focused on the genetics of sexual selection and
investigations of the Buller Phenomenon in the fungus
Coprinellus disseminatus. For his Ph.D. work, he is interested
in researching the mechanisms of epigenetics and gene regula-
tion during nuclear exchange in the Basidiomycetes, as well as
searching for evidence of genomic imprinting. This past semes-

ter, Rob worked as Graduate Curatorial Assistant at the Uni-
versity of Michigan Herbarium, where he assisted in digitizing
fungal specimen data as part of the Macrofungi Collection
Consortium. In addition to his research interests, Rob is an avid
mushroom forager and enjoys actively collecting fungi for the
MICH Herbarium.

Student Awards Committee: Julia Kerrigan, Chair;
Tim James; Tom Horton; Heather Hallen-Adams; Anto-
nio Izzo, ex officio, Past Chair



Inoculum 66(5), September 2015 9

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

Thanks to officers, councilors and committee chairs
I would like to begin my report by thanking our outgoing MSA
Executive Vice President, Lori Carris, who has served the society
for the past three years. Our society has benefited significantly from
her superb organizational skills, professionalism, dedication, time,
and service. Lori has kept on top of issues and schedules, and coun-
seled us on the correct procedures. While we will greatly miss Lori,
we welcome our newly elected Executive Vice President, Sarah E.
Bergemann, and we are confident that she will be up to the chal-
lenges of the position.

I especially thank our Councilors whose terms end in 2015: Brian
Shaw, Daniel Lindner, Tim James, and Andy Miller. I also thank
the outgoing Standing Committee chairs of the Education Commit-
tee, Matthew Smith, the Nomenclature Committee, Roy Halling,
and the Finance Committee, Lisa Castlebury. Our Rotating Com-
mittee chairs have worked tirelessly to improve and maintain the
society. I’m especially grateful to Daniel Durall who took over as
chair of the Program Committee for the Edmonton meeting, the fan-
tastic job Don Hemmes has done in raising funds for the Endow-
ment, Julia Kerrigan who chaired the Student Awards Committee in
addition to serving as the Inoculum Editor, Betty Strack who put in
long hours as chair of the Research Awards Committee, Meredith
Blackwell who contributed greatly by chairing the Honorary
Awards Committee and advising our Awards Coordinator (Andrea
Porras-Alfaro) in addition to serving as Memorials Editor, Louise
Glass (Mycological Distinctions chair), Rytas Vilgalys (Nomina-
tions Committee chair), and Joe Heitman (Karling Lecture Com-
mittee chair). 

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to have served the society dur-
ing this past year. As with many endeavors, many of the projects
and issues I’ve dealt with are a work-in-progress, but you will be in
good hands with our next president, Kerry O’Donnell. Most of the
issues this year are with regards to the society’s publications and
website, the MSA Endowment Funds and upcoming meetings, and
the new MSA Student Section. 

MSA Publication issues
Our Managing Editor, Cathie Aime, has put Mycologia back in the
black (see ME report), in part due to changes in page charge poli-
cies and follow-up. Our Executive Editors are currently evaluating
Allen Press’ PeerTrack as an alternative to the current underper-
forming AllenTrack platform, and our Managing Editor, Cathie
Aime, is evaluating Allen Press’ Pinnacle as an alternative to High-
Wire.

We have been discussing whether to convert Mycologia to an
online-only journal, with the possibility of print-on-demand for at
least 5 years. Although we may not stay with Allen Press as our
publisher, they are currently providing our membership and finan-
cial services so all options need to be evaluated including staying
with Allen Press. As our current contract with Allen Press ends
soon, these decisions will likely be made during this Council Meet-
ing and the subsequent Mycologia Editorial Meeting here in
Edmonton. The Mycologia Editors ask for a directive from MSA
Council on the subject of seeking outside bids. Some people will
always prefer to have a hard copy edition of Mycologia, but the vast
majority of MSA members have selected online access only with
their membership. We have been concerned that some of our insti-
tutional subscribers might discontinue Mycologia if we converted to
online-only, but there is no evidence of this from other journals that
have converted to online-only. What may be more important in
retaining institutional subscribers is effective marketing. For exam-

ple, we learned from Nick Dormer, Allen Press’ Manager of Busi-
ness Development, that libraries make their selections of journal
renewals in July, whereas our first renewal notices were not going
out until September. We recently added a June/July mailing to insti-
tutional subscribers. The MSA has used volunteers to carry out
many of our functions, but as exemplified by the preceding exam-
ple, we do not have the expertise to carry out the effective market-
ing that is needed as the journal market becomes even more com-
petitive and institutional subscription budgets become tighter. We
may want to contract for Mycologia marketing services in order to
remain competitive. We have filled out a questionnaire so that Allen
Press can provide a quote for marketing services. Alternatively, we
may want to consider a co-publishing agreement with Allen Press
as one of the alternatives that would incorporate Allen Press mar-
keting as part of the package, as summarized below. 

“In a co-publishing arrangement, an Allen Press Publishing Man-
ager acts as a business manager for the Journal. APPS collects all
revenue from individual subscribers, institutional subscribers,
authors, and aggregators. In some cases, the Society may need to
contribute a portion of membership dues to cover the cost of mem-
ber subscriptions. PPS provides the necessary production, distribu-
tion, marketing, advertising sales, and administrative services
required to produce and grow the Journal. These expenses are paid
for from the Journal’s revenues. APPS assumes all risk and respon-
sibility for Journal-related expenses and makes decisions about how
the Journal is produced and distributed with the Society’s input. The
Society receives a percentage of Journal revenue as a royalty…”

The MSA would still retain copyright to the journal and the society
would retain power to make management decisions, unlike the sit-
uation that arose this year with societies publishing through Else-
vier and the company’s unilateral decision regarding retroactive
restriction of open access. In response to my queries regarding
copyright and control, Nick Dormer wrote the following:

“In our model you retain copyright, you retain 100% control of edi-
torial content and policies. Any decisions related to the long-term
direction or health of the journal will be presented to you and the
board for a decision—you will not be forced into anything. We are
mainly concerned with three items in these agreements, in no par-
ticular order: 1.) Customer satisfaction with the work we do. 2.)
Revenue stability and growth of the journal. 3.) Sound publishing
operations. The publishing arrangements that we offer are intended
to benefit both MSA and Allen Press. We will not make an offer for
a publishing arrangement if we did not believe that it benefited
you.”

Two opportunities emerged this year with regards to absorbing the
Fungal Observer Website and publication of Mycotaxon under the
MSA umbrella. While there was some enthusiastic support for the
MSA to serve as the parent organization for a Limited Liability Cor-
poration for Mushroom Observer, the ambivalence of some MSA
Councilors and Executive Council Members prompted Nathan Wil-
son and others involved in managing Mushroom Observer to seek
out a different parent organization. The issue of whether MSA
should take on publication of Mycotaxon, possibly in the same man-
uscript stream as is used for Mycologia, is currently being explored
by former president Joey Spatafora. In addition, Sharon Cantrell has
proposed we change the format of Inoculum to webpage rather than
PDF format.

2015 Annual Reports

Continued on following page
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MSA Website update
We are grateful to Antonio Izzo for updating the MSA website
(http://msafungi.org), with help and suggestions from MSA Council
members and the MSA Student Section chair, Danny Haelewaters.
We now have a ‘news’ section that scrolls through recent news,
rotating photographs, and social links such as Twitter and Facebook,
and the Student Section has an active Twitter feed. And – it is now
much easier to locate the login field for MSA members under the
Business tab. It is possible that we may ask the Botanical Society of
America to emulate their new website for us, once theirs is com-
pleted, since they have similar needs in depending on volunteers to
maintain information on the website. The Specific Expertise Com-
mittees were asked to provide website content for the Careers web
pages section and items useful to teachers, but to date only the Phy-
topathology Special Expertise Committee has supplied content,
thanks to the hard work by Cat Adams, the Student Representative.

Membership
As noted in Andy Wilson’s Membership Committee report, as of
June the MSA had 950 members, a decline of 124 from last year.
While some of the lapsed members I contacted have changed
careers, many had simply forgotten to renew. This is one of the
downsides of having so many mycologists with access to Mycolo-
gia through their institution. We did not have as many volunteers
helping the Membership Committee contact lapsed members this
year. These personal contacts are important in encouraging lapsed
members to renew. Another factor, however, is that standard
emailed renewal notices from Allen Press may be caught up in uni-
versity or other institutional SPAM buffers. Lori Carris and I
worked with Allen Press to have two special emailings per year.
The first notice should be sent out in September through the Allen
Press Marketing server instead of their standard Blast email server.
In addition, we put forward a motion that a hard-copy letter that
includes the renewal notice be sent via postal service. The cost per
year for one mailing is approximately $400. The letter should
include information on the upcoming MSA meeting and benefits of
membership. I put forward a 2nd motion that a hard-copy letter
should be mailed with the Spring Ballot and meeting information.

MSA Student Section
The MSA Student Section was formed in 2012, and their By-Laws
were approved by MSA membership this year. I appointed student rep-
resentatives as voting members on many of the MSA Committees, and
they have contributed greatly to the committees they are serving on.
We enthusiastically support their involvement in making our society
better. When Chair Danny Haelewaters’ term ends this year, he will be
replaced by Jessie Uheling (Chair) and Chris Smyth (Vice-Chair).

Future MSA Meeting Venues
The MSA meeting locations for the next three years have been
selected, and the one for our meeting in 2019 is under discussion.
Next year’s meeting will be very economical as it will be held 7-11
August 2016 on the Clark Kerr campus of University of California
– Berkeley. We are confident that this premier location will attract
a large number of members to the 2016 meeting. The MSA meeting
in 2017 will be held from 16-19 July in Athens Georgia, near the
University of Georgia. The small university town setting, the eco-
nomical venue with a variety of housing options should also attract
a large number of members. The MSA will host the 2018 Interna-
tional Mycological Congress July 15-21 in San Juan, Puerto Rico.
Although a stand-alone MSA meeting will not be held in 2018, the
MSA business meeting and awards will likely take place as an
evening event. Lastly, discussions are underway concerning a joint
meeting of MSA with the Fungal Biology Branch of the Mexican
Society of Biochemistry in Ensenada, Mexico in 2019. 

Regarding selection of Karling Lecture speakers, we find that more
than a year is needed to secure top-level speakers, and in the case of

the IMC11 meeting in 2018, the Karling Lecture Committee will
need to collaborate with the IMA Scientific Program Committee
beginning in 2016. The following motion is put forward by Presi-
dent Lodge and former President Hibbett:

1) The incoming President will appoint a new member to the
Karling Lecture Committee prior to the annual Society meeting so
that the new Chair of the Committee can solicit committee members
and MSA Council members via the Executive VP for suggestions
for the annual lecturer for the upcoming year and select the speaker
either prior to or shortly after the annual meeting. The committee
should consider balance among disciplines when selecting the
annual lecturer, taking into account the subjects of previous years.

2) The Chair sends a list of potential speakers to the rest of the
Committee. Each member ranks the candidates in order of prefer-
ence and returns the ranking to the Chair. Use of Reply-All in email
is optional here. If there is agreement, the process stops there; if
not, further discussion of the candidates will take place until agree-
ment is reached.

3) The name of a potential candidate is then sent to the MSA
Executive Vice President no later than two weeks after the annual
meeting, and the Executive Vice President will share the informa-
tion with Council for approval. 

4) Within two weeks of approval by MSA Council, the chair
of the Karling Lecture Committee will extend an invitation to the
approved candidate.

MSA Endowments status
Treasurer Sharon A. Cantrell and I discovered that the MSA
Endowment Fund accounting and investments were in need of revi-
sion. The Endowment funds were pooled for investment, which has
made accounting of the separate funds difficult, and some errors in
apportionment and awarding of grants may have been made (i.e.,
based on principal invested by donors instead of principal plus com-
pounded increases in value). A misinterpretation led to awards
being allocated out of the principal rather than income in the
Endowment Fund. Our accountant recalculated how much should
be in each of the funds based on assumptions and market values in
January 2015. It will take me a month or two of working with actu-
arial tables from the past 10 years to verify we have an accurate
accounting for each fund. 

Below are the calculated, estimated values, as I understand them
from the table sent by our accountant, for each of the subfunds that
were in the pooled Endowment Investment account (except for the
Simmons Mentor Travel which has not been invested). The esti-
mated values calculated 22 January 2015 were nearly double the
amounts shown in the mid-year Endowments Committee report
because they included the value of the investments if sold in Janu-
ary 2015. The additional values are currently in unrealized capital
gains, but the shares would need to be sold in order to move the
funds to into more appropriate investments for generating income
as well as increases in value:

Alexopoulos Mentor Travel 19,964.37
Barksdale/Raper Mentor Travel 10,728.58
Bigelow (Howard) Travel 18,027.06
Barr Bigelow (Margaret E) Travel 20,628.44
Butler Mentor Travel 16,983.67
Denison Mentor Travel 21,527.28
Fitzpatrick Mentor Travel 15,346.68
Fuller Mentor Travel 13,830.11
Korf Mentor Travel 17,199.47
Luttrell Mentor Travel 22,390.67
Thiers Mentor Travel 15,083.60 + 10,000

6/12/2015 = 25,083.60
Trappe Mentor Travel 17,810.13
Uecker Mentor Travel 10,238.61
Wells Mentor Travel 8,696.72 
Orson Miller Mentor Travel 41,071.48 

Continued on following page
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Gilbertson Mentor Travel (Robert L) 19,949.54 
Kramer Mentor Travel (Charles L) 18,250.31
Simmons Mentor Travel (35,005.46) 
Smith Award. Research Award Fund 47,869.65
Martin-Baker Award. Research Award Fund 105,115.14
Backus Graduate Award Donation. Student Award Fund 51,805.74
Alexopoulos Prize Donation. MSA Distinction Funds 33,696.49
Rogerson Award (Clark). Research Award Fund 43,480.64
Karling Lecture Fund. Research Award Fund 19,080.55

Sum Total $643,780.39
excluding recent donations

The main problem is that the fund in which the above Endowment
Fund is invested was once a Value and Income fund, but in recent
years, it has not yielded income (though it has increased in value).
This is a problem since, in addition to proceeds of the MSA auction,
it is the income generated by the Principal that is used to pay for
Student Mentor Awards, Research Grants and the Karling Lecture.
The other problems are the CD ladders we depended on as part of
our investment strategy are no longer profitable, and we no longer
have investment expertise among our members. The Finance Com-
mittee and Endowment Committee agreed that we should:

1) seek investment advice from two professional investment
advisors; 

2) partition the funds into two categories, a pooled Value Fund
for named Endowments that are under $10,000, and Balanced
Mutual Funds that will generate both income and increased value
for funds that exceed $10,000. However, there is a single fund that
has less than $10,000 in value (if sold in Jan. 2015), (the Wells
Travel Award, $8,696.72) and the minimum is $10,000 for invest-
ments. MSA should consider topping up the $1,303 shortfall in the
Wells Travel fund and invest it with the others. 

Balanced Mutual Funds would not require re-balancing by the
Finance Committee because they comprise the Stock Index Funds,
Bonds and other financial investments that are relatively protected
against market fluctuations. Assuming that the independent invest-
ment advisors agree that Balanced Mutual Funds are a good strat-
egy for our named Endowment Funds of over $10,000, I recom-
mend each named fund be invested in a separate account that will
make future reporting of income and growth of each fund easy and
transparent based on the reports. Currently, all of the named endow-
ment funds are co-mingled, which makes accounting more difficult.

—Submitted by Jean Lodge, July 9, 2015

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT

Summary
I. MSA 2015 annual meeting in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. II.
MSA Committee Appointments for 2015-2016. III. MOP updates.

I. MSA 2015 annual meeting in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
As an ex-officio member, I would like to thank the Program Com-
mittee, including Daniel Durall (Chair), Thorsten Lumbsh, Clark
Overbo and Danny Haelewaters (Student Representative), for their
superlative work preparing for our joint meeting with 13 other sci-
entific societies for Botany 2015 in Edmonton, July 25-29. I would
be remiss if I didn’t extend special thanks to Daniel Durall for rep-
resenting MSA at the organizational meeting of Botany 2015,
which was held in Edmonton in November 2014. 

II. MSA Committee Appointments for 2015-2016
One of my main duties is to fill vacancies on 23 committees and iden-
tify MSA representatives for two societies (i.e., American Association
for the Advancement of Science and the Natural Sciences Collections
Alliance). Towards this end, I contacted all of the current committee
members to solicit names of individuals interested in filling the positions
being vacated as 43 people rotate off these committees. Here I person-
ally thank everyone for your enthusiastic response! Well over half of the

positions have been filled and my aim is to fill the remainder by the time
the MSA Council meets in Edmonton on Saturday 25 July. Special
thanks are due Jessie K. Uehling (Duke University), incoming Student
Representative on the Program Committee for 2015-2016, for taking the
initiative to oversee the submission of names of interested and qualified
students to fill Student Representative positions on the various commit-
tees. Her efforts have been enormously helpful and appreciated! 

III. MOP updates
The MOP was updated by me and the Executive Vice President,
Lori Carris, in time to pass on to the incoming President-Elect,
Georgiana May, after our Business Meeting in Edmonton. Rela-
tively few updates were required and these included: 1) clarification
of which awardees the President should send congratulatory letters
to after our annual meeting; 2) emphasizing that the President
should send congratulatory letters to Department Chairs, Deans, or
Employers on behalf of the award winners; 3) changing the term of
the MSA Representative to the International Mycological Associa-
tion from a 3- to a 4-year term to coincide with the IMC schedule;
4) separating the position and duties of the Historian and Memori-
als Editor; and 5) emphasizing that when a President’s term ends,
they need to send compiled reports from their terms as Vice Presi-
dent, President-Elect and President to the following archivist at the
New York Botanical Garden: Dr. Stephen Simon – Librarian,
The New York Botanical Garden. Bronx, NY 10458
(ssimon@nybg.org; http://Archivist.NYBG). The updated MOP
can be accessed at http://msafungi.org/?s=MOP.

Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to encourage people to
submit proposals for symposia and/or workshops for the 2016 annual
meeting, which will be held on the Clark Kerr Campus of the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley August 7-11. The proposals should
provide an abstract describing the content and importance of the
topic, include a complete list of speakers who have at least tentatively
agreed to participate, along with tentative titles, and specify how
much and of what type of financial support is needed. Please note that
the MSA allocates up to $3,000 per year in support of symposia. 

—Submitted by Kerry O’Donnell, July 8, 2015

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

My primary responsibility was to garner nominations for the annual
election of MSA officers and councilors, and to provide ballot mate-
rials to Allen Press. Nominations were sought from the MSA mem-
bership at large via the MSA website and results assembled by Chris
Lapine at Allen Press. I selected one individual with the most nomi-
nations from the membership for each position, and the Nominations
Committee (Chair Rytas Vilgalys, members Mary Berbee, Tom
Bruns, Aaron David (student)) provided one nominee per position by
a consensus process. Where there was overlap in the Nominations
Committee and membership, I chose the second most nominated can-
didate. We enjoyed robust participation with almost 50 individuals
nominated, a process yielding a strong slate of candidates. 

Nominations for MSA Council seats 
Position Nominations Com. Membership & Exec. 
VP Tom Volk Don Natvig

volk.thom@uwlax.edu dnatvig@gmail.com
Exec. VP Sarah Bergemann Brian Shaw

sbergema@mtsu.edu bdshaw@tamu.edu
Genetics/MolBio Ning Zhang Kathryn Bushley

zhang@aesop.rutgers.edu kbushley@umn.edu
Cell/Physiology Terry Hill Johnathon Schilling

hill@rhodes.edu schillin@umn.edu
Ecology/Pathology Andrea Porras-Alfaro Jana U’Ren

a-porras-alfaro@wiu.edu juren@email.arizona.edu
Systematics/Evolution Nicole Hynson Jolanta Miadilikowska

nhynson@hawaii.edu jolantam@duke.edu

Continued on following page
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ELECTION RESULTS FOR MSA OFFICERS
AND COUNCILORS
Votes were close, and we thank Donald Natvig, Brian Shaw,
Jonathan Shilling, Ning Zhang, Jolanta Miadilikowska, and Jana
U’Ren for running for election in these offices and positions.
Below, we announce the elected officers and councilors for MSA
2015.

Vice President – Tom Volk. Dr. Thomas Volk has been a MSA
member since 1980. He received his Ph.D. at University of Wis-
consin - Madison in 1988 with Tom Leonard and continued in
mycology with a postdoc at the Center for Forest Mycology
Research over 1989-1996 with Hal Burdsall. Dr. Volk is currently
a Professor of Biology at the University of Wisconsin - La Crosse
where he has made major contributions to teaching mycology. He
was recognized for these prodigious efforts with the Weston Award
for Excellence in Teaching Mycology in 2003. His site
http://TomVolkFungi.net is a “go to” resource for fungal images.
Dr. Volk’s current research is largely student driven and thus cov-
ers a broad array of topics in mycology. In recognition of his con-
tributions to mycological research and outreach, he was named Fel-
low of the MSA (2008) and received the NAMA Award for
Outstanding Contributions to Amateur Mycology (2005). Dr. Volk
has an excellent record of service to the MSA and mycological stud-
ies as well. He established the John Rippon Fellowship in Medical
Mycology in 2008, served as webmaster for the MSA web page
(1997-2001), Mycologia Advisory Committee (2012-present), and
on numerous additional committees.

Executive Vice President – Sarah E. Bergemann. Dr. Bergemann
received a M.A. Biology (1998) at Humboldt State University and
a Ph.D. Botany at University of Wyoming (2002). She currently is
an Associate Professor in the Department of Biology at Middle
Tennessee State University where she has served on the faculty
since 2007. Dr. Bergemann teaches courses in mycology, biostatis-
tics, and genetic analysis. Research in her lab focuses on under-
standing ecological and evolutionary processes influencing patterns
of genetic variation in fungal populations including genetic diver-
sity in Armillaria mellea and the systematics and evolution
of entolomatoid fungi. Sarah has been a long-time member of MSA
and served on the Education Committee, as an ad-hoc reviewer and
Associate Editor for Mycologia, and Councilor of Genetics/Molec-
ular Biology.

Councilor of Cell Biology and Physiology – Terry W. Hill. Dr.
Hill received his Ph.D. from the University of Florida (1978) and is
currently Professor of Biology at Rhodes College, Memphis, TN.
His teaching includes mycology and medical mycology courses for
biology majors as well as “Fascinating Fungi” for non-majors. Dr.
Hill’s research program focuses on cell wall metabolism and
cytokinesis in Aspergillus nidulans, particularly the structure and
function of the actomyosin contractile ring. He has been a MSA
member since 1974 and served on numerous committees such as the
Awards Committee (member & Chair) and Cell Biology & Genet-
ics Committee (member & Chair). 

Councilor of Ecology and Pathology – Dr. Andrea Porras-
Alfaro. Dr. Porras-Alfaro received a M.S. at University of Puerto
Rico and Ph.D. at The University of New Mexico. She is currently
an Assistant Professor in the Department of Biological Sciences at
Western Illinois University where she teaches mycology and med-
ical mycology and supervises research projects for more than 30
undergraduate and graduate students. Her research focuses on the
study of fungal symbiotic associations, including root-associated
fungi, in arid and semiarid ecosystems. Dr. Porras-Alfaro has pub-
lished numerous articles on fungal endophytes, and classification of
environmental samples using the RDP classifier. Dr. Porras-Alfaro
serves as an ad-hoc reviewer for a number of journals and grant pro-

grams, has organized MSA workshops, served as a member and
chair of the MSA Ecology committee, and currently is the MSA
Awards Coordinator. 

Councilor of Genetics and Molecular Biology – Kathryn Bush-
ley. Dr. Bushley received her Ph.D. in mycology at Cornell Univer-
sity with Gillian Turgeon, and was a postdoctoral associate at Ore-
gon State University with Joey Spatafora. Through a NSF
postdoctoral fellowship, she was a visiting scholar at the Chinese
Academy of Sciences conducting research on the mating system and
population genetics of Ophiocordyceps sinensis. Dr. Bushley is cur-
rently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Plant Biology at
the University of Minnesota. Her research focuses on the evolution,
genetics, and functional characterization of fungal secondary
metabolites using NextGen technologies especially for comparative
genomic analyses of insect pathogenic fungi. Dr. Bushley’s teaching
experience includes graduate mycology at the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, honors and freshman seminars in Microbiomes at Oregon
State University, and Genetics at the University of Minnesota. She
has been a MSA member since 2001 and is currently serving on the
Specific Expertise Committee on Genetics & Cell Biology.

Councilor of Systematics and Evolution – Nicole A. Hynson. Dr.
Hynson first became infatuated with fungi as an undergraduate stu-
dent under the tutelage of Michael Beug at Evergreen State College.
She received a Ph.D. in 2010 from the University of California-
Berkeley with Tom Bruns, and was a postdoctoral associate in the
Treseder Lab at the University of California-Irvine. Dr. Hynson
currently is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Botany at
the University of Hawaii-Manoa where she teaches ecology, and
fungal symbioses courses. Her research focuses on the evolutionary
ecology of the mycorrhizal symbiosis, and continues the work of
Don Hemmes, Dennis Desjardin, and others to inventory the fungi
of Hawaii. Dr. Hynson has been a MSA member since 2005 and has
served on the Ecology Committee (2010-2014), organized a special
symposium, and been an ad hoc reviewer for Mycologia.

—Respectfully submitted, Georgiana May

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE ExECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

The Executive Vice President’s Midyear Report, published in the
March 2015 issue of Inoculum [66 (2)], summarized activities from
July 2014 to January 2015. A summary of activities since that time
is as follows:

Conducted 2 email polls as follows:
2015-01—Request for discounted membership by interna-

tional member (approved)
2015-02—Request for $500 sponsorship for a MSA table at

the Eighth International Conference on

Mycorrhizae (ICOM) to be held August 3-7, 2015 in Flagstaff, AZ
(approved).

Prepared 3 Executive VP columns for Inoculum (March/April,
May/June, and July/August issues.

Worked with VP Georgiana May and Allen Press Association Man-
ager Chris Lapine on conducting the Spring Ballot; six Council
positions were on the ballot (Vice President, Executive Vice Presi-
dent, and four Councilors). The deadline for ballots was extended to
May 8, and 40% of eligible members voted. Results of the Spring
Ballot are summarized in the Vice President’s Annual Report.

Worked with President Lodge, President-Elect O’Donnell, VP
May, Program Chair Daniel Durall, Local Arrangements Chair

Continued on following page
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Mary Berbee, and Awards Coordinator Andrea Porras-Alfaro on
issues relating to the annual MSA meeting. 

Sent out call for annual reports.

Responded to email and other inquiries addressed to MSA. 

99 new members from 19 countries joined MSA in 2015 and will be
presented for approval by member vote at the Business Meeting
(Wednesday, July 29):

Australia— Treena Burgess
Brazil— Marcos Cunha
Canada— Asma Asemaninejad, Benjamin Auxier, Denis
Beaudet, Nicola Day, Connie Gibas, Logan Gray, Sydney
Morgan, Erin Morrison, Sneha Panchal, Monique Sakalidis,
Velma Sternberg
China— Anzhi Ren
Colombia— Jesús Castaño
Costa Rica— Terry Torres Cruz
Germany— Ursula Eberhardt, Melissa Mardones Hidalgo,
Pamela Rodríguez, Regina Siemianowski
Hungary— Krizsan Hungary
India— Patinjareveettil Manimohan
Italy— Alessandro Fellin
Japan— Tetsuya Hirano, Kenji Mibe, Kazuaki Tanaka
Mexico— Margarita Villegas Rios
Netherlands— Joyce Woudenberg
Nigeria— John Okhuoya
Saudi Arabia— Suaad Alwakeel, Mussab Hassan, Basem
Jaber
Serbia— Bojan Seguljev
South Africa— Stephen Taerum
Spain— Ibai Olariaga Ibarguren, Eleazar Suarez Vaamonde
United States— Rachel Adams, Kelly Allen, Maryam Alma-
truk, Kamyar Aram, Wes Beaulieu, Laura Bogar, Louis
Bousamra, Tom Carlberg, Eric Carpenter, Anindya Chanda,
Anny Chung, Darrell Cox, Erin Datlof, Samuel David, John
Deruig, Stephanie Desimini, Willie Anderson Dos Santos
Vieira, Todd Elliott, Anita Enriquez, Verónica Figueroa-
Negrón, Jonathon Finkel, John Gibbons, Nicolas Glynos, Con-
nor Guidry, Margaret Hartman, Chris Hittinger, Leslie Hol-
land, Jonathon Hulse, Lauren Jackson, C. Kenneth
Kassenbrock, Stephanie Kivlin, Alexander Kuhn, Chris Lap-
ine, Matthew Lehrer, Katherine Lobuglio, Erika Lyon, Korena
Mafune, Michael Manship, Jeffrey McCombs, Michael
McCormick, Austin McCoy, Cedric Ndinga Muniana, Jessica
Nelson, Shawn Ng, Sabrina Ossiander, Pedro Parra Giraldo,
Joseph Perry, Nicole Reynolds, Chris Robinson, Benjamin
Roche, Ella Samuel, Kyryll Savchenko, Thomas Sears,
Nicholas Shaw, Jackie Shay, Kevin Strychar, Vicky Swift,
Sean Swift, Adam Trautwig, Timothy Tubbs, Stephen Turner,
Sarah Unruh, Natalie Vande Pol, Genevieve Weber, Margaret
Weitzman, Jonathon Weyhrauch, Nicholas Zemp

11 members were approved by Council for Emeritus status since the
2014 annual report and will be presented for approval by member
vote at the Business Meeting:

Dr. George Carroll, University of Oregon, MSA member since
1961
Dr. Steven Carpenter, Pacific Analytical Laboratory, MSA
member since 1970
Dr. Michael Dykstra, North Carolina University, MSA mem-
ber since 1971
Dr. Joanne Tontz Ellzey, University of Texas-El Paso, MSA
member since 1965
Dr. Gro Gulden, University of Oslo, MSA member since 1998
Dr. Everett Hansen, Oregon State University, MSA member
since 1988

Dr. Gason Laflamme, Canadian Forest Service, MSA member
since 1988
Dr. Pavel Lizon, Slovak Acadamy of Sciences, MSA member
since 1991
Dr. William Martin, Randolph-Macon College, MSA member
since 1971
Dr. Andy Methven, Eastern Illinois University, MSA member
since 1981
Dr. Lynn Sigler, University of Alberta, MSA member since
1980

The deaths of the following members were reported:
Dr. Eugene Varney (June 26, 2014)
Dr. Ruben Duran (August 10, 2014)
Dr. Arthur Welden (September 10, 2014)

—Respectfully submitted, Lori Carris

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER

Meeting, Awards and Symposia finances: 
For the 2015 MSA annual meeting in Edmonton, Alberta $5000
was awarded for 10 Mentor Student Travel Awards at $500 each
(Alexopoulos, Emerson, Barr-Bigelow, Denison, Gilbertson, Korf,
Luttrell, Thiers, Trappe and Simmons); and $33,700 for 16 research
awards (Alexopoulos Prize $1,000; Martin-Baker $2,500, Rogerson
$1,000, Rippon $500, Smith $1,200, Simmons $10,000, Forest Fun-
gal Ecology Graduate $5,000 for three awards, 2 for $2,000 and 1
for $1,000; Forest Fungal Ecology Post-Doctoral $5,000 for two
awards at $2,500 each; NAMA $2,000; MSA Graduate Fellowship
$4,000 for two awards at $2,000 each; Undergraduate Research
$500 and Backus Awards $1,000). Four graduate presentation
awards (2 oral and 2 poster) at $200 each and one undergraduate
poster presentation award were given during the 2015 annual meet-
ing. An anonymous contribution of $10,000 for the Forest Fungal
Ecology Award in 2015 was received. A total of $14,500 was allo-
cated for two symposia at Edmonton between sponsorship from
external and MSA funds ($6,500 from New Phytologist, $1,000
from Canadian Phytopathological Society, $500 from Plant Canada,
and $6,500 MSA general and expertise committee).

Publication finances: 
As of July 1, 2015, publication expenses for FY2015 were
$102,240.02 (Table 1). We are in the process of negotiating a new
contract with University of New Mexico (UNM), so no payment is
reflected as of today. The income generated as of May 31, 2015 for
Mycologia without subscriptions is $34, 677.32. The total income
with subscriptions is $98,511.32.

Table 1. Publication expenses incurred in FY2013, FY2014 and FY2015 to
today.

Publication Expenses FY 2015 FY 2014 FY 2013
Total publication costs

(Inoculum, Allen
Management
and Mycologia) $102,240.02 $226,838.72 $321,631

Inoculum $6,465.34 $6,288.97 $6,342.45
Management fees $22,917.08 $38,531.17 $34,888.30
Mycologia $72,857.60 $193,221.42 $247,224.64

Mycologia printing $56,393.33 $97,133.70 145,772
Allen Track $2,697.15 $4,756 5,713.76
Editorial office 0* $64,405.22 70,941.23
Online Publication $13,767.12 $26,926.50 24,797.65

# of issues per year 3 issues 6 issues 6 issues
Cost per issue NA $32,203.57 $41,204.11

Fiscal Year January-December
*New Contract with UNM is in process.

Continued on following page
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Membership:
As of May 31, 2015, the number of members for FY2015 is 953
which is lower when compared to same day FY2014 which was
992. The number of subscriptions is 587 for FY2015 which is sim-
ilar to same day for FY2014 which was 586. The number of mem-
berships and subscriptions continue to exhibit a continual and grad-
ual decline since 2005.

Table 2. Number of members and institutional subscription and income gen-
erated from members and subscription in FY2005 to FY2014 and for FY2015
up today.

FY Number of Income $ from
Members Subscriptions Members Subscriptions

2005 1232 763 96277 156574
2006 1185 729 101992 142756
2007 1199 724 89971 170910
2008 1134 713 83339 197282
2009 1139 680 80834 211317
2010 1102 648 77670 212087
2011 1107 613 79058 203291
2012 1144 568 80682 196694
2013 1096 691 70330 180851
2014 1074 644 42927 168122
2015* 953 587 19749 63834

*this fiscal year to today

Figure 1. Trend in membership and subscription num-
bers since 2005.

Figure 2. Trend in memberships FY 2015 up today.

Figure 3. Trend in subscriptions FY 2015 up today.

Statistics Reports (as of June 30, 2015)
Table 3. Number of members by category from FY2011 to today.

Product Description Rate 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
REGWO Regular Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 80 101 594 546 521
STUWO Student Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 26 46 180 187 162
LIFEWO Life Member Worldwide

Online Only LIFETIME 1 63 71
POSDOCWO Post-Doctoral Member

Worldwide Online Only 1YR 16 54 48
EMRWN Emeritus Member Worldwide

No Journal 1YR 112 112 120 124 46
EMRWO Emeritus Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 4 2 51 34 40
HONWO Honorary Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 4 25 26
ASCW Associate Member Worldwide 1YR 53 26 17 18 16
FAMWN Additional Family Member

(each) 1YR 2 2 6
HONWB Honorary Member Worldwide

Print&Online LIFETIME 22 22 26 4 5
LIFEWB Lifetime Member Worldwide

Print&Online LIFETIME 74 76 70 6 4
SUSWO Sustaining Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 8 4 4
DEVWO Discounted Membership

Online Only 1YR 1 1 2
AFFWO Affiliated Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 1
COMPWO Complimentary Member

Worldwide Online Only 1YR 1 1
EMRWB Emeritus Member Worldwide

Print&Online 1YR 48 48
FAMWO Additional Family Member

(each) Old Rate 1YR 3 3
LIFEWB Lifetime Member Worldwide

Print&Online 1YR 2
LIFEWO Life Member Worldwide

Online Only 1YR 3 5
REGWB Regular Member Worldwide

Print&Online 1YR 544 538 1
STUWB Student Member Worldwide

Print&Online 1YR 130 166 1
SUSWB Sustaining Member Worldwide

Print&Online 1YR 9 8

Sum: 1107 1148 1095 1074 953



Table 4. Mycologia subscriptions by category from FY2009 to 1 May 2014.

Product Rate Code Description 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Mycologia Agency WO Worldwide Sub

Online 169 192 211 225 234 
Mycologia Agency USCNB United States/Canada

Print&Online 205 175 
Mycologia Agency NUSB Non-United States

Sub Print&Online 98 79 76 2 57 
Mycologia LIST USCNP United States/Canada

Sub Print 40 32 
Mycologia LIST NUSCNP Non-United States/

Canada Sub Print 39 22 
Mycologia MEMBER USCNP United States/Canada

Sub Print 25 22 
Mycologia MEMBER NUSCNP Non-United States/

Canada Sub Print 2 10 13 
Mycologia Institution WO Worldwide Sub Online 10 11 12 11 10 
Mycologia Institution NUSCNB Non-United States/

Canada Print&Online 11 7 
Mycologia Institution USCNB United States/Canada

Print&Online 7 6 
Mycologia LIST NAP North America Sub

Print 2 
Mycologia MEMBER NAP North America Sub

Print 6 1 2 
Mycologia Institution WCOMO Complimentary Worldwide

Sub Online 1 
Mycologia Institution WCOMP Complimentary Worldwide

Sub Print 2 1 3 2 1 
Mycologia MEMBER NNAP Non-North America

Sub Print 2 1 
Mycologia Agency NUSCNB Non-United States/

Canada Print&Online 65 1 
Mycologia Institution NUSB Non-United States Sub

Print&Online 23 16 12 1 1 
Mycologia MEMBER MCOMP Member Complimentary

Sub Print 1
Mycologia Agency USB United States Sub

Print&Online 295 262 233
Mycologia Institution USB United States Sub

Print&Online 16 8 8
Mycologia LIST WP Worldwide Sub

Print 117
Mycologia MEMBER WP Worldwide Sub

Print 9

Sum: 613 569 692 644 587 

General issues
During FY2015, tax-exempt not-for-profit Form 990 and related
schedules for FY2014 were prepared by our accountant John
Adkisson ($1,250 fee). Other expenses incur in 2015 are: $389 for
CrossRef membership and journal deposits, $147.60 for JSTOR,
$500 for a display of MSA during ICOM8, $1,200 to American
Institute of Biological Sciences for AIBS Public Policy Office Serv-
ices, $100 for the Natural Science Collection and 600 Euros to
renew IMA membership. The Society signed the contract with the
IMC11 Meeting Planner and gave the initial deposit of $2,025.
Also, $42.28 was paid to Namecheap to purchase the domain
IMC11.com, $45 to Domainmonger to renew masafungi.org
domain and $141.80 to Lunarpages for webpage hosting. The Soci-
ety received $12,056.26 from JSTOR for our 2014 revenue share
payment. 

—Respectfully submitted, Sharon A. Cantrell

ANNUAL REPORT FROM MSA

LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS COORDINATOR

As MSA’s Local Arrangements Chair I would like to begin by
thanking Johanne Stogran and the Botanical Society of America
(BSA) for taking on many of the responsibilities that would usually
be MSA’s responsibility. For the Botany 2015 meeting, BSA man-

aged the budget; set up the meeting website; booked meeting
rooms; helped with Canadian/American currency conversion; han-
dled payments and reimbursements, and organized space and food
for MSA social events and for society business meetings. 

I played a role in organizing three MSA events. 
1) I helped organize the Saturday July 25 2015 Mycena work-

shop led by Roland Treu and Brian Perry, dedicated to understand-
ing the species-specific diagnostic microscopic structures of the
genus Mycena. It is challenging for students and professional
mycologists to develop a depth of understanding of morphology of
our more difficult mushrooms genera, and this hands-on workshop
gave us a chance to ‘test drive’ keys and become familiar with the
difference between ‘pruinose’ and ‘icing sugar’ on a cap. Workshop
fees were applied to room rental and honoraria for the instructors.
We had 22 registered participants. Registration fees for professional
mycologists were CA $100; for students the fees were CA $65.
Expenses were: Rental of lab room from University of Alberta: CA
$600 plus $30 tax; Honoraria for instructors Roland Treu, Brian
Perry, and University of Alberta’s Karen Romanyk US $450.

2) With Alberta Mycological Society members Martin Osis
and Rick Watts, I organized the Sunday MSA foray to Elk Island
National Park. Foray fees covered buses, box lunches, and park
entrance fees. We had over 83 pre-registered participants and 5 par-
ticipants who registered on July 26 2015, the day of the foray. After
collecting, we displayed specimens on picnic tables provided by the
park and Martin and Scott Redhead pointed out some of the inter-
esting specimens. Based on sight identifications, we plan to provide
a foray species list to the park.

3) Together with David Hibbett and Christine Strullu-Derrien,
I organized the MSA symposium ‘The rise and fall of photosyn-
thate: Evolution of plant/fungus interactions from paleobotanical
and phylogenomic perspectives.’ We thank the Canadian Botanical
Association, the Mycological Society of America, the Botanical
Society of America Paleobotany section; and the Botanical Society
of France for their support. The New Phytologist Trust deserves
special thanks for matching the funding from the other societies.
We used the funding to bring in five speakers from outside of N.
America. The symposium provided an overview of the interactions
of plants, fungi and global geoclimatic cycles at the time of the
establishment of life on land.

—Respectfully submitted, Mary Berbee,
Local Arrangements Coordinator (Botany 2015)

ANNUAL REPORT FROM MSA PROGRAM CHAIR

This year’s annual meeting was held in Edmonton, Alberta in con-
junction with the Botanical Society of America, the parent organi-
zation of MSA. Dan Durall replaced Susan Kaminskyj as program
chair and Mary Berbee was the Local Arrangements Organizer. The
program committee consisted of Clark Ovrebo, Kerry O’Donnell,
Danny Haelewaters, Thorsten Lumbsch, and Dan Durall (Chair).
The committee approved the support of two symposia that were
presented at Edmonton: 1) The rise and fall of photosynthate: evo-
lution of plant/fungus interactions from paleobotanical and phy-
logenomic perspectives (co-supported by BSA and CBA), organ-
ized by Mary Berbee; and 2) What can next generation fungal
genome sequencing do for you? (co-supported by CPS), organized
by Tom Hsiang. MSA symposia numbers were limited due to the
participation of so many societies in this year’s meeting; there were
approximately 28 symposia presented at the conference. The con-
tributed sessions at the meeting were very well attended; on the first
day, we had more than 130 people attending the contributed ses-
sions. Thanks goes out to those who helped transport chairs into the
relatively small room. 
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As MSA’s 2015 Program Chair, I would like to thank Johanne
Stogran and Rob Brandt from the Botanical Society of America
(BSA) for supporting MSA’s organization of the Edmonton meet-
ing; BSA managed the budget, managed the meeting website, and
organized space and food for MSA events. 

I would also like to thank the program committee members (Clark
Ovrebo, Kerry O’Donnell, Danny Haelewaters, Thorsten Lumbsch) for
their help this year in coordinating a quality and memorable meeting. 

—Dan Durall
MSA Program Chair (Botany 2015)

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ELECTRONIC COMMUNI-
CATIONS & WEB PAGE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Establishing a social media presence for MSA:To help improve
MSA’s reach and to help highlight MSA’s activities the committee
worked to develop a social media presence. This included estab-
lishing an official society Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/msafungi) and Twitter account
(https://twitter.com/msafungi). As of June 2015 MSA has 573 fol-
lowers on Facebook and 326 followers on Twitter and those num-
bers are expected to grow. 

Any posts that appear through official MSA social media represents
MSA therefore to help direct the appropriate use of these tools the
committee composed a “Social Media Use Policies” document that
was approved by MSA Council. This document provides general
guidelines and suggestions about the types of content that may be
posted and who has access to do this posting. The policy and the
subsequent use of Facebook and Twitter has intentionally been
fairly conservative as MSA tests the grounds of how these tools will
best serve the society. The committee recommends that these tools
can be utilized much more prominently and effectively in the future
to greatly enhance MSA’s presence but that that will also require
one or more individuals to be specifically charged with this due to
the time required. 

Reconstruction of the MSA Website
The MSA website (http://msafungi.org) has been an invaluable
resource for MSA members and those interested in learning more
about the society. Technical limitations of the original format theme
used required the website to be reconstructed. The reconstruction
took place in January 2015 and was done in an intentional way to
reorganize some of the material for ease of use but also to take
advantage of the new social media tools developed. New features
included in the website include 1) a running live Twitter feed that
shows our most recent posts, 2) links to allow people to easily fol-
low MSA on Facebook and Twitter, 3) single click links at the end
of news/jobs posts that allow the posts to be quickly shared on many
social media types, and 4) a more prominent position of the MSA
Student Section. Many thanks to MSA members that donated
images that are displayed across the site and in the headers. 

—Submitted by Antonio Izzo, June 30, 2015

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

The total market value of the MSA Investment Portfolio with
Wells Fargo Advisors as of June 30, 2015, is $1,144,958.7, an
increase from $1,129,676.17 on June 30, 2014. Assets in the
Endowment Account are now $916,239.62 and assets in the Oper-
ating Account are currently at $228,719.08. As of June 30, 2014,
the values of the two accounts were $916,303.43 and $213,372.74,
respectively. The MSA portfolio is set up as two separate accounts,
the Operating Account and the Endowment Account. Monies are
invested in the following percentages for each account as of June
30, 2014. In the Operating Account the funds are apportioned cur-
rently as 36.50% .74 Cash and 63.50% in Mutual Funds. For the
Endowment Account the funds are distributed as 68.85% in Cash,
and 31.15% in Mutual Funds. 

The Society’s finances remain stable with some growth in both the
Endowment and Operating Accounts although proportions of cash
to mutual funds are high in each account and the lack of bonds or
other counter cyclical investment vehicle to balance the equity mar-
ket is problematic. Interest rates on CDs continue to remain very
low for 6-month, 1-year or even 2-year certificates. Interest rates
available are no better for US Treasury Notes. In order to improve
upon the current investment strategy, the Finance Committee, with
President Lodge and Treasurer Cantrell, met by conference call on
Jan. 10, 2015, and decided to move to a managed account model
with Wells Fargo Advisors (WF) with an advisory fee of 0.72%.
This strategy will be built around a core of Vanguard or similar
funds with low expense ratios. The percentages of Endowment
funds to be invested in each type of fund will be adjusted in con-
junction with the WF investment advisor in order to maximize the
growth of those funds that are not yet fully funded while protecting
the original funds and maintaining steady growth of endowment
funds currently used to fund awards. 

—Lisa A Castlebury (Chair), Jim Worrall, Georgiana
May, Sharon Cantrell (Treasurer), Joey Spatafora (ex

officio, President)

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

As of the end of June 2015, the total number of MSA members is
950. This is down 124 members from last year’s total. The mem-
bership renewal drive at the end of 2014 was successful in con-
vincing a lot of members to renew. As a result, we had more mem-
bers by April 2015 than we did at the same time in 2014. However,
the April drive to reach out to lapsed members only succeeded in
bringing in a few more. Since then only 55 more members have
joined. Unless a serious attempt to bring in new members or entice
older members to re-up is made, this could be the biggest drop off
in membership since 2012, which was the last time we saw an
increase in membership.

The drop offs have occurred in all major groups, such as emeritus
members (46 down from 124 in 2014), post-docs (48/54), regular
members – online only (519/546), and student members – online
only (161/187). The one area where we have seen an increase is in
Life Members (71/63).

There are a number of opportunities to consider in an attempt to turn
the tide of declining membership. Since we are half way through the
year, there can be one more concerted effort to reach out to many of
the lapsed members who have not been contacted. We may also
consider following up with those that have promised to renew, but
have yet to do so. On this end I will be updating the lapsed mem-
bers list that was created in Google Docs by removing names of
members who have renewed. I will then be making a final request
of those on the membership committee to contact individuals whose
names still appear on the list. 

With the joint BSA/MSA meetings in Edmonton, there will be an
opportunity to reach out to BSA members and entice them to join
the MSA. This is especially the case if BSA members have interests
in plant-fungal symbioses. Here we will have the opportunity to
play up the membership discount in page charges for publishing in
Mycologia. 

While at the meeting, it will be important to coordinate with student
members and discuss how to get them more involved. There should
be a BSA/MSA student social where we may learn about how the
BSA and other societies succeed in galvanizing student interest and
membership.
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Finally, we should consider aggressively lobbying APS members to
be MSA members. Having a table to promote the MSA at all APS
meetings would increase our visibility to pathologists who study
fungi. We should reach out to APS members with the fact that up to
80% of plant diseases are fungal in origin and that being a member
of North America’s largest mycological community makes practical
sense as a professional. The APS is a rather large and successful
organization, of which many of their members study fungal
pathogens, but unfortunately many of these scientists are not MSA
members.

As MSA membership chair, I would be very interested in discussing
ways in which we can increase membership in the future. Please
feel free to reach out to me with any comments or suggestions.

—Andrew Wilson (awilson@chicagobotanic.org)

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE NOMENCLATURE COMMITTEE

We remind members of MSA that the International Code of
Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (ICN), is available online
(http://www.iapt-taxon.org/nomen/main.php?page=title).

Electronic publication via Index Fungorum (http://www.indexfun-
gorum.org/names/IndexFungorumRegister.htm) continues, and we
would remind membership to be aware of names published through
that venue.

The Nomenclatural FAQ used by Mycologia is to advise potential
authors and to encourage good nomenclatural practices. The current
version is available online at Mycologia’s HighWire site
(http://www.mycologia.org/site/misc/FAQvers2.xhtml), and it
should be current until the next International Botanical Congress,
Shenzhen, China, July 2017.

Registration of fungal names and the presentation of identifiers in
publications is now required for valid publication of new names;
Fungal Names, Index Fungorum and MycoBank are recognized as
official repositories.

IMA Fungus (vol. 6 #1) (http://www.imafungus.org/IMAfungus-
Details.aspx?Rec=61), covers many aspects of international efforts
and proposals for revising the ICN as well as an article on proper
name formulation. These include recommendations for protection
of names of certain fungal groups, lists of working groups who are
preparing lists of names for protection, fixing the application of
type species of generic names, and other proposals for amending the
ICN.

This report is the last one offered by this committee under the current
Chair. Please know that it has been an educational and rewarding
experience for me (REH) and I wish all best to the next committee.

—Respectfully submitted, Roy E. Halling (Chair),
Drew Minnis, Priscila Chaverri

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MYCOLOGICAL

DISTINCTIONS COMMITTEE

Biographies for the Mycological Society Distinctions Award recip-
ients are published in the July 2015 issue of Inoculum [Vol. 66 (4)]
and the awardees are listed below:

Distinguished Mycologist Award: George Carroll
William H. Weston Teaching Award: Frederick W. Spiegel
Alexopolous Prize: Peter Kennedy
The Gordon and Tina Wasson Award: Paul Stamets

—Louise Glass (Chair), Francois Lutzoni, Christopher
Schardl, David Hibbett, Charles Bacon, Tom Bruns

(ex officio, Past Chair)

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MSA

HONORARY AWARDS COMMITTEE

The committee encourages the submission of qualified candidates.
Especially important is consideration of criteria such as outreach to
the broad mycological community or other qualifications that set
the nominee apart from other mycologists. 

Honorary Mycologist: The committee chose Dr. Paul M. Kirk,
Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew. In addition to his publications Paul
has performed service to the global mycological community that
distinguishes him from other nominees. Our choice of a single
recipient is in keeping with the new guidelines, “The limit of 35 liv-
ing honorary members was eliminated by member vote in the
Spring 2014 ballot. Instead, an Honorary Membership is usually
awarded to one scientist per year. The committee may choose to
make no award(s) in any given year if no satisfactory nominations
are received.” 

MSA Fellow: The committee chose Dr. Jessie M. Glaeser,
Research Plant Pathologist, USDA Forest Service, Madison, Wis-
consin, as MSA Fellow, based on her activities as a researcher with
administrative duties and especially for her significant service to the
Mycological Society of America as Secretary, now Executive Vice
President. Our choice of a single recipient is in keeping with the
new guidelines, “As part of the Spring 2014 ballot, members voted
to eliminate the 5% of members limit on MSA Fellows. Instead, the
number Fellows elected in a year will be three or fewer. The com-
mittee may choose to make no award in any given year if no satis-
factory nominations are received.”

—Meredith Blackwell (Chair), Mary Berbee, David
Hibbett, Mary Palm (ex officio)

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE RESEARCH AWARDS COMMITTEE

The Research Awards Committee received 18 applications for
seven of the eight Research Awards. After careful consideration,
the committee selected the following:
Clark T. Rogerson Student Research Award 
Joshua Kielsmeier-Cook, University of Minnesota ($1000)
John W. Rippon Research Award
Christopher Smyth, Pennsylvania State University ($500) 
Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Research Award
Naveed Davoodian, New York Botanical Garden ($1200)
Forest Fungal Ecology Research Award (three awards)
M. Rae DeVan, University of New Mexico ($1000)
Mia Maltz, University of California, Irvine ($2000)
Daniel Thomas, University of Oregon ($2000)
Forest Fungal Ecology Postdoctoral Research Award (two awards)
L. Jamie Lamit, Michigan Technological University, Houghton
($2500)
Tanya Cheeke, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Upp-
sala, Sweden; Indiana University ($2500)
Martin-Baker Award
Allison Walker, Acadia University, Nova Scotia ($2500)
Emory Simmons Research Award
Joey B. Tanney, Carleton University, Ontario ($10000)
No applications were received for the Salomon Bartnicki-Garcia
Award. 

—Betty Strack (Chair), David Geiser, Peter Kennedy,
Jolanta Miadlikowska, Tim James 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MENTOR

STUDENT TRAVEL AWARD COMMITTEE

Name and Institution Advisor Recommended Title
Award

Joey Tanney, Carleton U K. Seifert Robert Seek and ye shall find:
Gilbertson naming Picea endophytes

Anna Bazzicalupo, U British Columbia M. Berbee Harry Ben Woo’s Russula:
Thiers Detecting new species

and confirming known
species using databasing
and DNA sequencing 

Danny Haelewaters, Harvard U D. Pfister Richard Will dual fungal infections
Korf increase Harmonia

axyridis (Coleoptera, Coc-
cinellidae) mortality in nat-
ural populations?

Miriam Hutchinson, U New Mexico D. Natvig Ralph Experimental and genomic
Emerson approaches to under-

standing the reproductive
systems of the ther-
mophile Myceliophthora
heterothallica and other
members of the
Chaetomiaceae 

Teeratas Kijpornyongpan, Purdue U C. Aime Emory G. Testicularia cyperi and a
Simmons new species of Cer-

aceosorus: A tale of two
smuts in 

Megan De Van, U New Mexico D. L. Taylor Margaret Barr Fire, Fungi, and the
Bigelow Changing Boreal Forest 

Catherine Adams , UC Berkeley T. Bruns Everett S. Mechanisms of capsaicin
Luttrell tolerance in fungal seed

pathogens of wild chili
peppers 

Terry Torres, Western IL U A. Porras- James M. Isolation and Molecular
Alfaro Trappe Characterization of Heavy

Metal Tolerant Fungi from
Duke Forest Soil and its
Potential Use
in Mycoremediation 

Daniel Thomas, U Oregon B. Roy Constantine J. N/A
Alexopoulos

Rob Powers, U Michigan T. James William C. Sexual Selection and the
Denison Buller Phenomenon in the

Bipolar Basidiomycete,
Coprinellus

—Matias Cafaro (Chair), Brian Perry, Scott Bates,
Mahajabeen Padamsee, Melissa McCormick (ex-offi-

cio, Past Chair)

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE STUDENT AWARDS COMMITTEE

The 2015 MSA awardees selected by the Student Awards Commit-
tee are listed below. It was a very competitive lot, with good pro-
posals from 11 graduate and 4 undergraduate students, which made
it difficult for us to choose just a few winners. After careful consid-
eration, we selected the following award recipients:

MSA Graduate Fellowship 1 ($2000): Ko-Hsuan Chen (Duke Uni-
versity)
MSA Graduate Fellowship 2 ($2000): Samantha Lee (Rutgers
University)
NAMA Memorial Fellowship ($2000): Rachel Koch (Purdue Uni-
versity)
Backus Award ($1000): Thomas Jenkinson (University of Michi-
gan)
Undergraduate Research Award ($500): Austin G. McCoy (Purdue
University)

—Julia Kerrigan (Chair), Tim James, Tom Horton,
Heather Hallen-Adams

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE

The 2014-2015 interim has seen considerable activity in the endow-
ment fund, especially for the mentor travel funds. The Endowment
Committee actively solicited funds for the various mentor travel
funds with great results. Thirteen of the eighteen Mentor Travel
Funds are now over $10,000 and three of those are over $20,000.
Considerable donations were made to the Harry D. Thiers, Orson K.
Miller, James M. Trappe, and Emory G. Simmons Mentor Travel
funds (see the totals in the Mentor Travel Funds and Research
Funds below). The funds contributed to the travel funds are
restricted, but the interest from these funds is pooled with other
unrestricted funds to sponsor travel for students to the annual meet-
ings. The committee prioritized the awards according to the activity
and total amounts in each account.

The Endowment Committee is currently soliciting items from the
membership for the auction to be held at the annual meetings in
Edmonton and a gala time is promised for all. 

MSA Mentor Funds and Endowment Balances as of April 30, 2015

Named endowment VALUE as of Contributions Current
funds estimated value 22 Jan 2015 since estimated
for funds >$10,000 as including unrealized Jan 2015 value
of 22 January 2015 capital gains

Alexopoulos Mentor Travel 19,964.37
Barksdale/Raper Mentor Travel 10,728.58
Bigelow (,Howard) Travel 18,027.06
Barr Bigelow (, Margaret E) Travel 20,628.44
Butler Mentor Travel 16,983.67
Denison Mentor Travel 21,527.28
Fitzpatrick Mentor Travel 15,346.68
Fuller Mentor Travel 13,830.11
Korf Mentor Travel 17,199.47
Luttrell Mentor Travel 22,390.67
Thiers Mentor Travel 15,083.60 10,000 25,083.60
Trappe Mentor Travel 17,810.13
Uecker Mentor Travel 10,238.61
Orson Miller Mentor Travel 41,071.48
Gilbertson Mentor Travel (, Robert L) 19,949.54
Kramer Mentor Travel (, Charles L) 18,250.31
Simmons Mentor Travel 35,005.46
Smith Award . Research Award Fund. 47,869.65
Martin-Baker Award. Research

Award Fund 105,115.14
Backus Graduate Award Donation.

Student Award Funds 51,805.74
Alexopoulos Prize Donation. MSA

Distinction Funds 33,696.49
Rogerson Award (, Clark). Research

Award Fund 43,480.64
Karling Lecture Fund. Research

Award Fund 19,080.55
$635,083.67

—Respectfully submitted, Don Hemmes, June 28, 2015

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

KARLING ANNUAL LECTURE COMMITTEE

The Karling Annual Lecture Committee selected Dr. Luis Cor-
rochano, Department of Genetics, University of Seville, Spain, as
the 2015 speaker. He was approved by the MSA council. A brief
biography is provided below: 

Luis Corrochano is a leading international expert on light sensing in
fungi, and his work focuses on both the zygomycete Phycomyces
and on the model filamentous fungus Neurospora crassa. He pre-
sented a plenary talk at the Asilomar Fungal Genetics meeting in
2009 that was one of the best ever heard in that forum. His use of
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videos to illustrate aspects of light sensing, combined with his
finely honed presentation skills from teaching at his host institution
and his own state of the art research combine to make him an engag-
ing and engaged speaker. He recently organized the European Con-
ference on Fungal Genetics in Seville in March 2014, and with
750+ fungal geneticists who attended, and it was a terrific meeting.
Luis is also leading the community efforts for genomics in this
understudied group of fungi, interfacing with the JGI and Scott
Baker at the PNNL. Luis is someone who will be new to the MSA
community, and thus serve the goal of the Karling lecture of bring-
ing someone who is a leading fungal biology luminary and also new
to the community. 
Luis’ website is: http://personal.us.es/corrochano/lab/home.html

A slate of candidates who were considered for the 2015 lecture was
submitted in a separate document for the committee and council.
This information may prove useful for the committee in considering
future Karling lecture candidates. These candidates were suggested
by members of the committee and also by the MSA council. The list
was circulated to all of the committee members and each was asked
to vote for their top four candidates. We then compiled this list, and
narrowed the choices to those who appeared on more than one com-
mittee member’s list. Following a runoff vote, Luis Corrochano was
the top consensus choice. His name was advanced to the MSA
council, which approved and endorsed this choice, and Luis was
invited by Joe Heitman and accepted to attend the meeting and pres-
ent the 2015 Karling Lecture. He was the top choice and only can-
didate speaker contacted, and none of the other individuals listed
were approached, invited, or turned down an invitation.

—Submitted by Joe Heitman (Chair), June 6, 2015
Antonis Rokas, Anne Pringle, David Hibbett, Jessie

Uehling

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE BIODIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

Members of the Biodiversity Committee were involved in a number
of activities promoting understanding & research of fungal biodi-
versity between July 2014 and June 2015. The biodiversity com-
mittee is charged with developing a symposium or session on bio-
diversity for each annual meeting. This year the committee was not
able to submit a symposium proposal on biodiversity prior to the
deadline for the 2015 MSA–BSA meeting, however, members of
the committee decided to allocate $500 in support of the 2015 sym-
posium “The rise and fall of photosynthate: Evolution of plant/fun-
gus interactions from paleobotanical and phylogenomic perspec-
tives”, co-organized by Mary Berbee, David Hibbett and Christine
Strullu-Derrien. 

The biodiversity committee was active in teaching and outreach
and Josh Kielsmeier-Cook organized and led monthly forays for
local mycology clubs. Josh also organized and led workshops on
mushroom cultivation. Matthew E. Smith is participating in The
Microfungi Collections Consortium (MiCC), a collaborative effort
to digitize specimen label data of North American microfungi spec-
imens and make these data available online. Matt also participated
in a mycological mini-symposium at the Universidad Nacional del
Comahue Bariloche, Argentina, in May 2015 together other MSA
members and local mycologists. For Research on Biodiversity, Josh
Kielsmeier-Cook is part of a group that is documenting new species
found during the 2014 Smith Foray held at Cedar Creek Ecosystem
Science Reserve (University of Minnesota); Josh also collected
fungi as part of the Blanchette lab (University of Minnesota) at
Soudan Mine, Ely, MN, as part of an effort to identify species able
to withstand the chemical extremes of the defunct iron ore mine’s
waters and with potential for environmental remediation of Soudan
Mine effluent. Furthermore, Josh conducted to trips to Yasuní
National Park, Ecuador to investigate the diversity and ecology of

the genus Xylaria. Committee members gave or contributed to 15
presentations at the VIII Latin American Mycological Congress in
Medellín, Colombia; the Annual Conference of the Society for
Tropical Ecology, Freising/Munich, Germany; 1ra Reunión de la
Asociación Micológica Carlos Spegazzini, Buenos Aires,
Argentina; 10th International Mycological Congress. Bangkok,
Thailand; University of Copenhagen; Aberystwyth University; the
Gulf States Mycological Meeting, Crawfordville, USA; and Nether-
lands Annual Ecological Meeting, Lunteren, the Netherlands. The
committee produced 26 publications on biodiversity of fungi in
diverse locations including Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Guyana,
India, Netherlands, Pakistan, Puerto Rico and USA. Matthew Smith
and József Geml contributed to a publication about global diversity
and biogeography of soil fungi in one of the first papers to do global
scale sampling of fungi using next-generation sequencing. Bryn
Dentinger published a study on using fungarium specimens for
whole genome sequencing useful for phylogenomic studies of
Agaricales. Details are below in our complete report.

—Juliano Baltazar (Chair), Matt Smith, Bryn
Dentinger, Josh Kielsmeier-Cook

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ECOLOGY COMMITTEE

1) Anthony Amend and members of the Hawaiian Mycology labs
participated in the Bioblitz at Hawaii Volcano National Park. The
number of recorded fungi for the park was more than tripled during
this event.

2) Anthony Amend’s research on marine Malassezia was widely
covered in popular media sources such as Newsweek and Popular
Science, and an interview with him aired on Hawaii Public Radio.

3) Amend lab member Gerry Cobian presented his research at NSF
headquarters in a special conference honoring military veterans. He
was subsequently profiled in Science.

4) Christopher Crabtree presented “How to Interpret Mushrooms
and other Fungi”, a one-hour program, to interpreters and facility
managers of Missouri State Parks at the Missouri State Park Inter-
preters Winter Workshop. A total of 42 staff members were in
attendance.

—Christopher Crabtree (Chair), Anthony Amend, Erik
Hobbie, Matias Cafaro, Katalin Malcolm

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL

HEALTH AND MEDICAL MYCOLOGY COMMITTEE

In October 2014, the members of MSA Committee on Environ-
mental Health and Medical Mycology had discussion on supporting
the proposed symposia of food microbiology or fungal genomics in
the joint MSA and CBA meeting in Edmonton 2015. Our commit-
tee decided to support financially the “Fungal Genomic sympo-
sium.”

—Respectfully submitted, Clement Tsui (Chair), July
1, 2015

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GENETICS

& CELL BIOLOGY COMMITTEE

The Committee expressed its support for two symposia to be held at
the annual meeting in 2015. One proposed symposium co-organized
by Mary Berbee, (Dept. of Botany, University of British Columbia,
Canada), David Hibbett (Dept. of Biology, Clark University, USA)
and Christine Strullu-Derrien (The Natural History Museum, Lon-
don, UK) is called “The rise and fall of photosynthate: Evolution of
plant/fungus interactions from paleobotanical and phylogenomic
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perspectives”. This symposium was aimed at presenting research
relevant to origins of fungal-plant interactions. The second sympo-
sium entitled “What can Next Generation Fungal Genome Sequenc-
ing do for you?” was sponsored by the Canadian Phytopathological
Society. This symposium introduces genomic sequencing and have
speakers presenting a variety fungal sequencing projects of varied
scope size. Both symposia were accepted and part of the MSA
Annual Meeting (held with the Botanical Society of America) in
Alberta, Canada in July 2015.

—Scott Baker (Chair), Li-Jun Ma, Randy Berka,
Kathryn Bushley, Zach Schultzhaus, Albert Torzilli

(ex officio, Past Chair)

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE PHYTOPATHOLOGY COMMITTEE

The MSA Phytopathology Committee’s activities for fiscal year
2014-2015 include: (1) a decision to allocate $500 towards a sym-
posium on plant/fungal interactions for the annual meeting; (2) the
election of new members Cat Adams, student rep (2014-2015),
Martin Chilvers (2014-2018), and Robert Marra, (Chair, 2014-
2015); (3) the drafting of a mission statement for the committee. 

The Phytopathology Committee, led by Cat Adams, developed the
following mission statement that will be published on the MSA
website: 

The MSA Phytopathology Committee unites a range of fungal
biologists (e.g., plant pathologists and mycologists) who
investigate all facets of fungi that cause diseases of plants. 

Fungal plant pathogens have had profound social, cultural, and
ecological impacts throughout the world. Some noteworthy
examples include: the chestnut blight fungus, Cryphonectria
parasitica, which rendered the once common American chest-
nut tree effectively extinct throughout its North American
range; Magnaporthe grisea, the fungus that causes rice blast, a
devastating disease whose effect impacts hundreds of millions
of people worldwide who depend on rice; Puccinia graminis
f.sp. tritici, causal agent of stem rust of wheat and barley,
which together account for 25% of the world food supply. 

Today, fungal pathogens are among the most important threats
to both U.S. forestry and agriculture, resulting in annual losses
estimated at over $50 billion. 

A better understanding of fungal pathogens can lead to health-
ier crops produced with less impact on the environment, and
enhanced agricultural biosecurity by ensuring an adequate
food supply. 

Scientists who conduct research on phytopathogenic fungi
study many aspects of their biology, including genetics,
genomics, ecology, evolution, molecular biology, and cell
biology. 

The MSA Phytopathology Committee supports this important
research by planning symposia for MSA conferences, with
speakers representing this broad range of disciplines. 

—Robert E. Marra (Chair), Gretchen Kuldau, Barry
Pryor, Martin Chilvers, Cat Adams, Andre Levesque

(ex officio, Past Chair)

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

After a change of chair in late 2014, this committee has been
reviewing its objectives and the constraints to be faced in achieving
them.

Conservation by definition is a mixture of science and politics. The
science says that a species is threatened; the politics involves doing
something about that threat. The MSA is a scientific society which
for various reasons (for example tax breaks) is not permitted to
undertake political lobbying, so the Society’s Conservation Com-
mittee must concentrate on the science of understanding threats to
fungi and their impacts. It can also raise awareness that fungi are in
need of protection, and educate people about those threats. It can
also work to build a wider conservation infrastructure, including
establishment of separate bodies which can undertake political
action.

As a result, the Conservation Committee now has a clear vision. It
must educate mycologists, then other biologists, then politicians
and the general public that fungi are not animals or plants, but
belong in their own separate biological kingdom, and that use of
terms like “flora and fauna” as shorthand to describe all biodiver-
sity are misleading and damaging, and that “micro-organism” is not
a term helpful to fungal conservation because it groups fungi in the
same broad category as single-celled organisms like bacteria, which
are currently not covered by the International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature, the world’s largest conservation NGO.

It must also work to establish an infrastructure of politically-ori-
ented fungal conservation NGOs for North America in general, and
for individual countries in North America (and, by the way, places
like Guam and Hawaii), without seeking to influence their various
political standpoints, so that the scientific information about threats
to fungi generated by the MSA can be harnessed to practical pro-
tection of these organisms: nature conservation cannot be achieved
by protecting only the producers (plants) and consumers (animals)
- the recyclers (fungi) also need to be conserved, and conservation
will not be achieved by misrepresenting fungi as though they were
honorary plants.

That infrastructure will be challenging because, uniquely among
continents, North America is the only place where a large country -
i.e. the USA - is not a full participant in the Rio Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity. Whether that lack of participation is good or bad
is not an issue for our Conservation Committee. What is an issue is
that different approaches are needed for conservation in Rio Con-
vention countries, and for those outside the system. Most of North
America’s landmass is covered by Rio Convention countries (i.e.
Canada and Mexico), but the USA provides most of the MSA’s
mycologists, and that is where most mycological expertise lies.

As a result, the Conservation Committee has big challenges ahead.
It needs to raise awareness about fungal conservation in general -
even within the MSA. A wide range of expertise will be needed to
make that conservation successful. At present, the Conservation
Committee comprises four MSA Members. Two do not even live in
North America, and three unfortunately have family health issues
distracting them from active participation. At least one, the chair-
man, is knocking on the door of the official category for “elderly”.
This is no basis for a dynamic Conservation Committee. We are
therefore currently and actively seeking young blood. Surely, in a
continent of 300 million more or less affluent people, it is possible
to find a quorum of individuals who care enough about the planet to
give their time and talents to this most valuable of efforts.

—Respectfully submitted, David Minter (Chair)

20 Inoculum 66(5), September 2015

Continued on following page



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STUDENT SECTION

Part 1: June 2014 – December 2014 Year in Review
1.1 Bylaws
Amendments to the Bylaws were written and unanimously
approved by the 2014-2015 Executive Board and subsequently rat-
ified by a student member-wide vote in April-May 2015. These
Amendments are based on the needs of the Section and include the
newly generated Executive Board officer positions of Webmaster
and Postdoctoral Representative. 

The 2015 Amendments to the Student Section Bylaws are included
in the MSA Council Meeting Booklet for consideration and
approval by Council. Once approved the updated Bylaws will be
available on the Section’s webpage: http://msafungi.org/MSAstu-
dent/ (under MSA Student Section > Student Section Bylaws).

1.2 MSA 2014 at MSA 2014 in East Lansing – Events and Mer-
chandise
The MSA Student Section organized a well attended Student Mixer
and Board Meeting. The Section also organized the symposium
“Fungal Functional Traits in a Changing World”, with speakers
Sara Branco, Thomas Crowther, Joshua Herr, Roger Koide, Mia
Maltz, and Nathan Wilson; moderator was Danny Haelewaters.
Funding was sought and obtained from MSA and Plant and Soil
(Springer). A poster was presented, entitled “Fungal functional
traits in a changing world”, about the Student Section symposium,
the Section’s history, goals, and events. 

The Section sold tee shirts upon registration and at the Student
Mixer and stickers throughout the meeting (although not the
MSA_SS logo stickers, which we decided to give away for free or
for donations in the future).

1.3 MSA_SS at IMC10 in Bangkok, Thailand
Board Members Cat Adams and Jessie Uehling represented the Stu-
dent Section during IMC10 in Bangkok, Thailand. They presented
the Section’s standard poster, “The Mycological Society of Amer-
ica Student Section”, with very general information about the Sec-
tion. The poster was made for this conference but designed to be re-
used at other events/meetings. During the IMC10 meeting, the
decision was made to give away MSA_SS stickers for free in an
attempt to publicize internationally and network with other students
interested in starting student sections of their home countries’
mycological societies.

Part 2: January 2015 to June 2015 
2.1 Outreach
a) Social media outlets
As of July 5, the Student Section MSA Facebook page has 1,877
likes [+556 since December 13], the Twitter account (@MSAStu-
dents) has 399 followers [+128], and the LinkedIn group has 115
members [+12]. The Student Section will be using the #botany2015
hashtag for this year’s BSA/MSA Meeting in Edmonton. 

b) Inoculum
Since issue 65 (5), the Student Section has produced articles for
every issue of Inoculum. Cat Adams, Communication Chair 2014-
2015, wrote “Celebrity Interviews” (Parts I and II) to introduce the
Student Section 2014-2015 Executive Board Officers (Inoculum 65
(5) and 65 (6)) and an overview of the Section’s activities at the
10th International Mycological Congress in Bangkok, Thailand
(“The MSA Student Section at IMC10”, Inoculum 65 (5)).

The Section introduced the Student & Postdoc Spotlight concept, in
which students or postdoctoral researchers and their research are pre-
sented to the broader mycological community. Spotlights are published
on the Student Section webpage and afterwards presented to the editor
for publication in Inoculum. Featured students and researchers were:

undergraduate student Tristan W. Wang; postdoctoral researchers
Thomas W. Crowther and Tanya Cheeke; and MSA Mentor Travel
Award winners Aaron David, Sarah L. Dean, Alicia G. Knudson,
Katherine L. Lazarus, Brian Looney, Hai D.T. Nguyen, and Roo Van-
degrift. These Spotlights were mostly written or edited by Cat Adams.

c) Newsletters
Newsletters were sent to MSA students to inform or remind them
about relevant information, e.g., call for 2015-2016 Officer Nomi-
nations, announcing the 2015 MSA Awards, approval of 2015
Amendments to the Student Section Bylaws, and the tee shirt
Design Contest.

d) MSA_SS website
With the reconstruction of the MSA Website (http://msafungi.org)
(see the Annual Report of the ECWPM Committee), the Student
Section has received a more prominent position on the homepage.
Thanks are due to MSA Webmaster Antonio Izzo.

2.2 Election and the MSA Student Section Executive Board
2014-2015 MSA Student Section 
Elections were conducted in April-May 2015 by student member-
wide vote. The following positions were filled:

Chair: Jessie Uehling (automatic transition from Vice Chair)
Vice-Chair: Chris Smyth
Secretary: Ryan Deaver
Treasurer: Adriana Romero
Communication Chair: Donald Nelson
Webmaster: Terry Torrez Cruz
Postdoctoral Representative: Tanya Cheeke
Past-Chair: Danny Haelewaters (automatic transition from
Chair, non-voting)

2.3 Review of one year Student Representatives on MSA Com-
mittees
A short description was requested from each Student Representa-
tive of his/her responsibilities during the past academic year at one
of the MSA Committees. The focus was to gather suggestions and
improvements for years to come. Eight descriptions were received.
While most responses were positive, half of those Student Repre-
sentatives who replied mentioned the need for more communication
among MSA Committee members and more clarity about responsi-
bilities. Two Student Representatives stated they had no idea what
was expected from them, they felt maybe other Committee mem-
bers were surprised students cared.

Some MSA Committees have more to do compared to others (e.g.,
Program, Electronic Communication & Webpage Management,
Nominations, Karling Lecture versus Phytopathology, Interna-
tional, Culture Collections). Some students raised the question of
how critical it is to keep their MSA Committee alive if no more
action can be expected in the future. Maybe students can play a
more leading role in some of the “smaller” MSA Committees by
enhancing communication, providing ideas (e.g. after brainstorm-
ing with the MSA Student Section Executive Board), and/or writing
clear mission statements with function description. 

Part 3: Future Directions
3.1 Action items Executive Board 2015-2016
After an initial growth phase of the Mycological Society of America
Student Section following establishment and formal recognition by
MSA Council, the Executive Board feels content with current
efforts and plans to focus on a few tasks outlined below, rather than
initiating many new efforts in the coming year. 

The Executive Board will continue fundraising efforts at Confer-
ences (with its tumblers, tee shirts, stickers, and potentially other

Inoculum 66(5), September 2015 21

Continued on following page



SCC BOARD ROOM, 
THE SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE,

EDMONTON, ALBERTA
JULY 25, 2015

Call to Order, Introductions, and Approval of Minutes
The 2015 MSA General Council meeting was called to order at 9:05
am on Saturday, July 25, by President Lodge. Attending were Pres-
ident Jean Lodge, President-Elect Kerry O’Donnell, Vice President
Georgiana May, Treasurer Sharon Cantrell, Executive Vice Presi-
dent Lori Carris, Councilors Andy Miller, Steve Rehner, and by
video conference Meritxell Riquelme, Marin Talbot Brewer and
Matt Smith. Unable to attend were Past President Joey Spatafora,
Past-Past President Mary Berbee, Councilors Brian Shaw, Daniel
Lindner and Tim James. Invited guests included Managing Editor
Cathie Aime, Executive Editors Keith Seifert and Chris Schardl,
incoming Executive Vice President Sarah Bergemann, incoming
Vice President Tom Volk, incoming Councilors Terry Hill and
Kathryn Bushley (by video conference), Inoculum Editor Julia Ker-
rigan, Student Section Past Chair Danny Haelewaters (representing
Chair Jessie Uehling), and Student Section Vice Chair Chris Smyth.
Other Council Meeting guests included Nomenclature Committee
Chair Roy Halling, and Culture Collection Committee member
Gerry Adams. Executive Vice President Carris had distributed elec-
tronic copies of the annual Council meeting packet by email on
Tuesday, July 21. The annual meeting packet included the meeting
agenda, the 2015 annual reports, minutes of the 2014 Council Meet-
ing held in East Lansing, MI [Inoculum 65(6)], minutes of the 2015
Executive Council midyear meeting held by teleconference [Inocu-
lum 66(2)], Action Items from the midyear Executive Council

midyear meeting, the 2014-2015 Official Roster and copies of the
MSA Constitution and Bylaws. The Appendix included a quote for
converting from AllenTrack to PeerTrack, Student Section pro-
posed bylaws changes, list of the Karling Lecturers 2000-2014, list
of candidates for the Karling Lecturer, and the MSA 2017 meeting
schedule. An addendum was sent out to Council Meeting partici-
pants on Thursday, July 23 that included an article prepared for
Inoculum and motion for Council on gender balance in mycology
prepared by Sarah Branco and Else Vellinga. 

Approval of minutes—Executive Vice President Carris referred to
the electronic version of the 2014 minutes in the Council packet and
asked if there were any corrections. Incorrect spelling of Jonathan
Walton’s name in the minutes was noted. 

Motion 1: Minutes of the MSA 2014 Annual Council Meeting
approved by Council vote.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS

1. President’s Report: President Lodge thanked outgoing Exec-
utive Vice President Carris, committee members and chairs, com-
mented that it has been her pleasure and honor to serve the Society,
and noted that the major issue facing the Society is publications.
MSA’s contract with Allen Press ends in 2016, and Allen Press has
been asked to provide a quote for a co-publishing model, in which
MSA would retain copy right and management decisions, but the
publisher would assume the risk and responsibility for journal-
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items in the future) and to maintain and strengthen its social media
presence. The Section is also looking into networking events at
MSA 2016 in Berkeley, California (see below). 

3.2 MSA Student Section Presence at the MSA Annual meeting,
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, August 2015
a) BSA’s Student Social
The Student Section will not organize its own Student Mixer during
this meeting, but will take part in BSA’s Student Social (July 27 at
9 PM, Craft Beer Market), which is open to all student attendees.
Information will be provided to MSA students in an upcoming
Newsletter. 

b) Board Meeting
The MSA Student Section will be holding its annual Board Meeting
on Sunday, July 26 at 5:00 PM in Salon 20 (Session M18) at the
Shaw Conference Centre (Edmonton). We plan to update current
and potential future students interested in Student Section leader-
ship of our accomplishments in the past year and our plans for the
future. 

c) Student Section Poster
The MSA Student Section will be presenting a poster at the annual
meeting with the same name as the Section. We have opted for
making and reusing a poster that addresses who we are, our goals,
and ways for students to get connected and involved.

d) Merchandise
The MSA Student Section organized a tee shirt Design Competi-
tion, which was won by Kristi Fenstermacher. Her design was used
for the Section’s tee shirts, of which only 38 were ordered with Cus-
tomInk. The Executive Board chose this year’s shirts to be sustain-
able and ethically sound. The total cost for the tee shirt order was
$475.76, including shipping. 

This year, for the first time, the Section decided to order promo-
material other than tee shirts. Tumblers (with the MSA Student Sec-
tion logo) were ordered through Branders; total cost for 50 tumblers
was $549.43, including shipping.

e) MSA Council
The Student Section will be represented at the Annual MSA Coun-
cil Meeting by 2014-2015 Chair Danny Haelewaters and 2014-2015
Webmaster Chris Smyth. 

The Student Section requests that MSA Council (1) explores the
possibility to organize the MSA_SS Board Meeting on the day of
registration and (2) includes this event in the official MSA Meeting
program (and perhaps as a check off box in the online registration
page), since not all students knew about the location and exact tim-
ing at previous occasions. 

3.3 MSA Professional Development Workshop at MSA 2016,
Berkeley
The MSA Student Section is interested in organizing a professional
development workshop geared at helping graduate students and
postdocs prepare for future careers. The workshop will offer skills
on a range of topics such as how to prepare the academic job appli-
cation, interviewing, negotiating, and advice for starting up a new
lab. The workshop will be led by a diverse panel of experts at vari-
ous stages in their career (e.g., new assistant professors, tenured
professors who have served on hiring committees) with the goal of
providing a forum for early career scientists to interact, ask ques-
tions, and gain skills to be competitive for jobs in academia and
beyond. We plan to identify individuals with established careers in
a variety of contexts (research, teaching, academia, industry, gov-
ernment) within our society and inviting them to participate in the
panel with ample time to plan for conference attendance. A mixer
where participants can network will follow the workshop.

—MSA Student Section Executive Board

2015 MSA Council Meeting Minutes



related expenses. Alternatives to HighWire are also being explored.
President Lodge noted the positive changes to the MSA website
over the past year, including the addition of social media. She has
asked the Specific Expertise Committees to work on outreach and
teaching materials that will be made available on the website.
Memorials will also be made available on the website, per the sug-
gestion of Memorials Editor Meredith Blackwell. Referring to the
Membership Committee’s annual report, President Lodge empha-
sized the Membership Committee’s need for assistance in contact-
ing lapsed members. Problems with emails getting trapped in mem-
bers’ spam filters may have contributed to the issue with lapsed
members, and Allen Press has agreed to provide two emails through
their marketing service to MSA at no additional cost. One annual
hard copy mailing, sent through the postal service (‘snail mail’),
will cost approximately $400. Another issue is with members
whose names do not show up in the online directory because they
did not check a box making their information available through the
membership during membership renewal process; making this an
“opt out” rather than “opt in” process may resolve the problem.
President Lodge and Treasurer Cantrell identified and corrected an
accounting error in the endowment funds. Only one of these funds
(Wells Mentor Travel Fund) is currently below $10,000. Council
Meeting participants discussed the need for a financial advisor and
the different types of financial advisors available. 
MOTION: One paper mailing will be sent out in spring that will
include spring ballot and meeting information. Motion approved

Action Item: Kerry O’Donnell will assign a member the task of
looking into whether text messaging, Twitter, and Facebook can be
used for membership renewal reminders.

Action Item: Jean Lodge will work with the Finance Committee to
obtain a performance evaluation and recommendation from a Van-
guard NGO advisor on the Society’s funds.

2. President-Elect’s Report: President-Elect O’Donnell
referred to his annual report and commented on updates to the Man-
ual of Operation and committee appointments. President-Elect
O’Donnell also provided participants with an update on 2016-2019
annual meetings later in the meeting. The 2016 meeting will be
August 7-11 on the Clark Kerr Campus at the University of Cali-
fornia-Berkeley. There will not be a foray, but local organizers are
looking into the possibility of having tours or other types of field
trips. The 2017 meeting will be in Athens, Georgia. MSA will not
have a stand-alone meeting in 2018, when IMC11 will be held in
Puerto Rico. The local organizing committee for IMC11 has
formed, the webpage should go live late August/early September, a
contract has been signed with a meeting planner, and a contract for
meeting facilities is expected to be signed by the end of August.
Discussions are underway for a 2019 joint meeting of MSA and the
Fungal Biology branch of the Mexican Society of Biochemistry in
Ensenada, Mexico. 

3. Vice President’s Report: Vice President May summarized
the results of the Spring elections (also in the Vice President’s
annual report) and noted that the level of participation was good,
with multiple nominations submitted for each position. She also
expressed concern that MSA emails not getting delivered to some
members, including some of the Council members. 

4. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Cantrell, in referring to her
report, noted that this is actually a mid-year report. Treasurer
Cantrell reported that ~$14,000 is being spent this year on symposia
at the annual meeting, and $6,500 of this came from MSA. Treas-
urer Cantrell also commented on the financial issues posed by joint
annual meetings, and recommended that for future joint meetings,
the Society require a signed Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU). Other issues raised by Treasurer Cantrell included publica-

tion income and expenses, the pending contract with University of
New Mexico for editorial services, and the need to raise rates for
lifetime memberships. She also thanked MSA webmaster Antonio
Izzo for developing a website for IMC11, and recommended that
future treasurers should be located in the contiguous 48 states and
in proximity to the Society’s bank.

MOTION: A formal MOU will be prepared for all future, joint
meetings. Motion approved

MOTION: An increase in dues for a Lifetime Membership
from $1500 to $2500 will be placed on an upcoming ballot for
approval by the membership. Motion approved

5. Executive Vice President’s Report: Executive Vice President
Carris summarized the items in her annual report, and expressed
appreciation to Council and welcomed incoming EVP Sarah Berge-
mann.

PUBLICATIONS REPORTS

6. Inoculum Editor’s Report: Inoculum Editor Kerrigan noted
that MSA pays $4000 annually to Mississippi State University for
the production of Inoculum, and that it costs the Society $300-700
per issue to print and mail Inoculum. She has started looking into
changing Inoculum from pdf to online, and asked for assistance in
determining what features are needed. Inoculum is currently being
used as an archive for Council meeting minutes and annual reports,
and an alternate method of archiving these items could be identi-
fied. 

Action Item: The Electronic Communication & Web Page Man-
agement Committee will work with Inoculum Editor Julia Kerrigan
on changing the format of Inoculum from pdf to online. 

7. Managing Editor’s Report: Managing Editor Cathie Aime
reported that three issues of Mycologia have been produced this
year (107.1, 107.2, 107.3), and production is on track for the
remainder of the year. The journal’s impact factor is up to 2.471 (up
from 2.128 in 2013), the highest it has ever been. Currently there
are 953 MSA members and 587 institutional subscribers. Thirty-
eight members pay for a print subscription, and 304 subscribers pay
for print. Institutional subscription rates were raised 3% this year,
with no increase in membership rates. Progress was made in clos-
ing the gap between print costs and revenue by reducing print costs
and increased efforts to enforce author page charges. Although the
open-access fee ($1000) is relatively low compared to other jour-
nals, only four papers thus far in 2015 have utilized open-access. 

8. Executive Editor’s Report: Executive Editor Seifert com-
mented on the day-to-day experience of running Mycologia. Exec-
utive Editors spend a considerable amount of time communicating
with authors regarding color plates. They receive a large number of
complaints from authors on AllenTrack and on time to publication.
EE Seifert emphasized that AllenTrack is not a product of Allen
Press, and that there are other products including ScholarOne and
Editorial Manager that do the same thing as AllenTrack, and would
cost slightly more per year and per manuscript than what we
presently pay for AllenTrack. EE Seifert also noted “reviewer
fatigue,” and commented that it is not uncommon for Associate Edi-
tors to contact more than 10 prospective reviewers. EE Seifert rec-
ommended that MSA consider joining the Council for Publication
Ethics ($250/annual fee) as a way to address some ethical issues
affecting the operation of the journal. EE Seifert noted that he had
submitted three motions for the Council Agenda and requested ade-
quate time during the Council Meeting for discussion of these
motions to enable the Executive Editors to bring Council recom-
mendations to the July 29 Editorial Board Meeting that will be held
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during the Edmonton meeting. The motions are: 1) Mycologia will
be become an entirely electronic journal as of the Jan-Feb 2017
issue; 2) MSA will negotiate a new contract with Allen Press that
does not rely on AllenTrack, and involves all the services required
to operate the journal (including online publication by Allen Press,
not through HighWire), or MSA will search for an alternate pub-
lisher; 3) MSA will negotiate to assume publication of Mycotaxon,
and if successful, will form a special committee to oversee the tran-
sition and determine how or whether the editorial functions can be
integrated with those of Mycologia. 

MOTION: MSA Editorial Board will solicit a co-publishing
proposal from Allen Press, including migration to PeerTrack
and Pinnacle, and involving all services required to publish the
journal and maintain the membership services, and will solicit
competing bids from Taylor & Francis and the American Phy-
topathological Society. Motion approved

Action Item: President O’Donnell will form an ad hoc committee
to explore MSA assuming publication of Mycotaxon; the commit-
tee will report back to the President at the 2016 Executive Council
Midyear Meeting. 

9. Student Section Report: Student Section Past Chair Danny
Haelewaters and Vice Chair Chris Smyth, representing Chair Jessie
Uehling who was unable to attend, referred to the annual report, and
proposed changes to the Student Section bylaws. 

MOTION: The proposed changes to the Student Section bylaws
be approved by Council. Motion approved
Action Item: The proposed changes to the Student Section bylaws
will go on the Spring Ballot.

10. Summary of submitted committee reports: Executive Vice
President Carris referred Council to committee reports provided as
part of the Council Packet, including concerns expressed by the
Membership Committee in the drop in Emeritus Members between
2014 and 2015; proposed changes to the Manual of Operations by
the Karling Annual Lecture Committee that would move the dead-
line for selection of the annual lecturer from November 15 to two
weeks after the annual meeting; and request by the Student Section
for their annual board meeting to become part of the official meet-
ing program. 

MOTION: The proposed changes to the Karling Lecture Com-
mittee section of the Manual of Operations be approved by
Council. Motion approved

MOTION: Funding designated for the Specific Expertise Com-
mittees in support of activities at the annual meeting will be
reallocated to the Program Committee. Motion approved

MOTION: The Student Section Board Meeting will become
part of the official annual meeting program, and a section will
be added to the Program Committee Manual of Operations.
Motion approved

Action Item: Executive Vice President Bergemann will work with
Allen Press’ Chris Lapine on Emeritus Member renewal. 

Action Item: The Conservation Committee’s mission statement
will be formalized and other specific expertise committees will be
encouraged to develop similar statements.

Action Item: Changes to the allocation of funds to Specific Expert-
ise Committees will be noted in the Manual of Operations. 

11. New Business: President-Elect O’Donnell asked for Council
Meeting participants input on position vacancies for the Electronic
Communication & Webpage Committee, and Finance Committee,
and commented on whether MSA needs representatives for ATCC
and IUMS. Executive Vice President Carris summarized Action
Items from the 2015 Executive Council Midyear Meeting that were
not yet completed, and brought to Council’s attention the article on
gender balance in mycology by Sarah Branco and Else Vellinga,
and the motion put forward on gender balance in the Society—these
had been sent to meeting participants as an addendum. Treasurer
Cantrell asked for Executive Council input on the MSA events that
should be scheduled during IMC11.

Action Item: Outgoing Executive VP Carris will send President
O’Donnell the emails of Council Meeting participants.

Action Item: Proposed bylaws changes eliminating MSA represen-
tatives to IUMS and ATCC will be placed on the Spring Ballot.

Action Item: Treasurer Cantrell will follow up with Allen Press’
Chris Lapine on automatic membership renewal.

Action Item: Incoming President O’Donnell will establish an ad
hoc “Sunset Committee” to evaluate eliminating or merging inac-
tive Specific Expertise Committees.

Action Item: The Student Section Executive Board will develop a
section for the Manual of Operations that will include information
on confirming student committee member nominees. 

Action Item: MSA events during IMC11 will be put on the agenda
for the 2016 Executive Council Midyear Meeting. 

Action Item: Student Section Past Chair Haelewaters will seek
input during the July 26 Student Section Board Meeting on mentor-
mentee pairing, whether this should be repeated in 2016, and
whether the gender of the mentor should be considered in making
the pairings.

Action Item: An ad hoc committee, under the direction of Vice
President May, will be formed to make recommended changes to
the MSA Manual of Operations on incorporating best practices and
to develop a workshop or symposium on diversity issues in mycol-
ogy at the 2016 MSA meeting.

Meeting adjourned by President Lodge at 3:12 pm.
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SALON 8, THE SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE,
EDMONTON, ALBERTA

MONDAY, JULY 27, 2015

1. The 2015 Business Meeting of the Mycological Society of Amer-
ica was called to order by President Jean Lodge at 10:44 am. President
Lodge thanked members for attending the meeting and providing a quo-
rum, acknowledged Program Chair Daniel Durall and Local Arrange-
ments Chair Mary Berbee, thanked BSA organizers Johanne Stogran,
Amy Litt, and Rob Brant, and introduced MSA officers. A moment of
silence was observed for deceased MSA members Rubén Durán,
Eugene Varney, and Arthur Welden. President Lodge noted that Memo-
rials will now be available as a pdf through the MSA website. 

2. President Lodge called for approval of the minutes of the 2014
MSA Business Meeting [Inoculum 65(6)] held in East Lansing, MI.
Paper copies of the minutes were provided at the Business Meeting by
Executive VP Carris. The minutes were approved by member vote. A
correction of the spelling of Jonathan Walton’s name was noted.

3. President Lodge summarized the highlights of the President’s
annual report, which will be published in the September 2015 [66 (5)]
issue of Inoculum. Investments and endowments were a major issue
during the past year, and Council is working on getting funds into a bet-
ter investment strategy. The Allen Press contract is up for renewal in
2016, and Council is looking at options. The Editorial Board will
explore online only publication and taking over Mycotaxon during their
annual meeting on Wednesday, July 29, and member input is requested
prior to that meeting. During the past year, Council debated whether
MSA should take on Mushroom Observer, and based on concerns
expressed by Council, Mushroom Observer decided to go with a differ-
ent organization. President-Elect O’Donnell is in the process of filling
committee positions, and one of the critical positions that is open is
Finance Committee Chair. Anyone interested in serving or who has sug-
gestions for the position should contact President-Elect O’Donnell.

4. Vice President Georgiana May reported on the results of the 2015
Spring Ballot and the active nomination process with ~50 nominations
submitted. She welcomed newly elected Vice President Tom Volk,
Executive Vice President Sarah Bergemann, and Councilors Terry Hill
(Cell Biology/Physiology), Kathryn Bushley (Genetics/Molecular Biol-
ogy), Nicole Hynson (Systematics/Evolution), and Andrea Porras-
Alfaro (Ecology/Pathology) who will be starting their terms at the con-
clusion of the Business Meeting. Vice President May expressed
appreciation to all those who stood for election and emphasized the
importance of member participation.

5. Executive Vice President Lori Carris referred to her midyear report
[Inoculum 66(2)] that summarized Council activities from July 2014 to
January 2015. The Mid-year Executive Council Meeting was held by
phone conference on Monday, January 12, and highlights of that meet-
ing included publication issues and a call to evaluate the impact of
online only publishing, and for exploring different publishing options
for Mycologia. Action items included an assessment of the continuing
need for Specific Expertise Committees. Two emails polls were sent out
since the Mid-year Executive Council Meeting, one for the approval of
a discounted membership for an international member, and the second
for approval of a $500 sponsorship of a MSA table at the Eighth Inter-
national Conference on Mycorrhizae to be held August 3-7, 2015, in
Flagstaff, AZ. Highlights of the annual Council Meeting, held Saturday,
July 25 from 9 am to 3 pm in the Board Room of the Shaw Conference
Centre were summarized. Attending the Council Meeting were mem-
bers of the Executive Council and General Council. Seven members of
General Council were unable to attend, but three (Meritxell Riquelme,
Marin Talbot Brewer, and Matt Smith) participated by video conference
to provide a quorum. Several newly elected Council members partici-
pated, including incoming VP Tom Volk, incoming Executive VP
Sarah Bergemann, and incoming Councilors Terry Hill and Kathryn

Bushley (by video conference). Council Meeting guests included Man-
aging Editor Cathie Aime, Executive Editors Keith Seifert and Chris
Schardl, Inoculum Editor Julia Kerrigan, Awards Coordinator Andrea
Porras-Alfaro, Student Section representatives Danny Haelewater and
Chris Smyth, Nomenclature Committee Chair Roy Halling, and Culture
Collection Committee member Gerry Adams. The Council Meeting
booklet included annual reports from officers and committees, and those
reports will be published in the September [66(5)] issue of Inoculum.
The Council Meeting included 15 action items and six motions. The
motions included approval of one hard copy mailing each spring with
information on the spring ballot and upcoming meeting; a formal MOU
for all future joint meetings; solicitation of co-publishing proposals for
consideration by MSA editorial boards; changes to the Karling Lecture
Committee section of the Manual of Operations on the timing of selec-
tion of annual lecturer; reallocation of funds from Specific Expertise
Committees to the Program Committee; and inclusion of Student Sec-
tion Board Meeting as part of the official meeting program. Minutes
from the Annual Council Meeting will be published in the September
[66(5)] issue of Inoculum. Executive Vice President Carris closed by
saying it had been an honor to serve the Society for the past three years,
and welcomed incoming Executive Vice President Sarah Bergemann. 

6. Executive Vice President Carris presented 99 new and returning
members from 19 countries for approval. A motion to approve the new
members was seconded, and the new members were unanimously
approved by a vote of the membership. 

7. Executive Vice President Carris presented the names of eleven
Emeritus candidates for approval by the membership: Steven Carpenter,
Pacific Analytical Laboratory, member since 1970; George Carroll,
University of Oregon, member since 1961; Michael Dykstra, North Car-
olina University, member since 1971; Joanne Tontz Ellzey, University
of Texas-El Paso, member since 1965; Gro Gulden, University of Oslo,
member since 1998; Everett Hansen, Oregon State University, member
since 1988; Gason Laflamme, Canadian Forest Service, member since
1988; Pavel Lizon, Slovak Academy of Sciences, member since 1991;
William Martin, Randolph-Macon College, member since 1971;
Andrew Methven, Eastern Illinois University, member since 1981;
Lynn Sigler, University of Alberta, member since 1980. The motion to
approve the eleven Emeritus Members was seconded and unanimously
approved by a vote of the membership. 

8. Treasurer Sharon Cantrell summarized the highlights of her
annual report, including the negotiation of a new contract with the edi-
torial office at the University of New Mexico, and the continuing
decline in membership and subscriptions. Treasurer Cantrell reported
that 600 members have not renewed, and that the Society needs to keep
membership over 1000 to remain financially healthy because a portion
of members’ dues subsidize the publication of Mycologia. Treasurer
Cantrell noted that she and President Lodge worked with Allen Press to
resolve a problem in how awards were being deducted from the Endow-
ment funds, reminded members that the MSA auction is an important
source of revenue for the Society and urged participants to be generous
at the July 29 auction. 

9. Final Business—President Lodge provided updates on upcoming
meetings: 
2016, University of California-Berkeley, August 7-11,Tom Bruns and
John Taylor, local arrangements;
2017, Athens, GA, July 16-19, Marin Talbot Brewer local arrange-
ments, and Clark Ovrebo Program Chair;
2018, IMC 11 in Puerto Rico;
2019, discussions are underway by Rosa Mouriño Pérez for a joint
meeting of MSA and the Fungal Biology branch of the Mexican Soci-
ety of Biochemistry in Ensenada, Mexico.

Minutes of the 2015 MSA Business Meeting
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President Lodge introduced Kerry O’Donnell as the 2015-2016 Presi-
dent of the Mycological Society of America and passed over the official
MSA gavel.

10. President O’Donnell, as his first official act, presented Certifi-
cates of Appreciation to Society members in recognition of exceptional
service. These included outgoing President Jean Lodge for her tireless
efforts over the past year, outgoing Executive Vice President Lori Car-
ris, Program Chair Daniel Durall, Local Arrangements Chair Mary

Berbee, outgoing Councilors Brian Shaw, Daniel Lindner, Tim James,
and Andy Miller. Certificates of Appreciation were also presented to
Roy Halling for his efforts as chair of the Nomenclature Committee, and
Don Hemmes for his service as the chair of the Endowment Committee.
President O’Donnell also acknowledged an anonymous donor for a
generous donation of $10,000 to the Forest Ecology Award. 

11. President O’Donnell officially adjourned the 2015 Business Meet-
ing at 11:22 am.

MYCOLOGICAL NEWS
Pictures from the MSA/BSA Meeting

Flush of mycologists

Well-attended poster session Student Travel Award recipients

MSA members enjoying the banquet, the food was fantastic! 
Thanks to Program Chair Daniel Durall and Local Arrangements Chair Mary Berbee.

Bidding – and out bidding –
at the auction

Mia Maltz with her
youngest MSA

member

Continued on following page
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The auctioneers lined up to see
who gets the highest bids

Steve Rehner, Ryan Deaver, Paul
Stamets enjoying the social

MSA President Kerry O’Donnell
(center) wearing the MSA
Presidential Tie and holding
the new MSA Presidential
Dress. Models of the new Pres-
idential Dress are Kristi Fen-
stermacher (left) and Cat
Adams (right). 

Gordon Wasson, 1977. 
Photo courtesy of CV Subramanian

I am deeply honored to be the first Wasson Award recipient. The field of
mycology is so critical to saving biospheres – yet underfunded, underrecog-
nized and underestimated.  Fungi engage in keystone roles in supporting
ecosystem health and biodiversity. Recognitions like this inspire us all to
bring mycology to the forefront of public and scientific consciousness. Sci-
entists across disciplines need to work together as we all have pieces of a very
grand puzzle. We walk this mycelial path of life together but time is critically
short for us to make a difference.

In gratitude and respect, 
Paul

Note from Paul Stamets

MSA STUDENT SECTION
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FUNGI IN THE NEWS
In case you missed it, some articles about fungi….

Could a mushroom save the honeybee?

“Commercial honeybees have teetered on the brink of collapse for nearly a
decade. Scientists are now looking to forest mushrooms as a possible remedy.” 

From: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/mushroom-save-honeybee/
Check out the video, too.

Scourge No More: Chefs Invite Corn Fungus To The
Plate

“Devil’s corn” emerges once again…

From: http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/08/24/433232707/scourge-no-
more-chefs-invite-corn-fungus-to-the-plate

MYCOLOGIST’S BOOKSHELF

We have one review for this Bookshelf installment, as well as several new books available for review. If you
are interested in reviewing a book, or know of one that should be reviewed for Inoculum, please contact me
(robert.marra@ct.gov) and I will have the book “drop-shipped” directly from the publisher; this will stream-
line the process at my end and will save our Society considerable shipping expenses. A book goes to the first
person requesting it, and I ask that you get your reviews to me in a reasonably timely manner. We have a
growing list of books for which we are still waiting for reviews, as are the publishers who provided these
books free of charge except the expectation of a review. If you are among those (you know who you are!) with
outstanding and unreviewed books, please get these reviews done so we can honor our agreements with the
publishers. If you have changed your mind about doing the review, please contact me. 

—Bob Marra

• **Antifungals: From Genomics to Resistance and the Development of
Novel Agents. Alix T. Coste and Patrick Vandeputte, (Eds.). Caister Academic
Press, Portland, OR. ISBN 978-1-910190-01-2 (hardback); 978-1-910190-02-
9 (Ebook). 334 pp. Price: $319 (hardbook or Ebook). 

• ** Species diversity in Aspergillus, Penicillium and Talaromyces. 2014.
Robert A. Samson, Cobus M. Visagie and Jos Houbraken (Eds.). CBS Studies
in Mycology No. 78. CBS Fungal Biodiversity Centre.
http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-94-91751-00-4. 451 pp, fully illustrated
with color pictures (A4 format). Price: € 75 (paperback). 

• ** Fungal pathogens of food and fibre crops. 2014. P.W. Crous and J.Z.
Groenewald (Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No. 79. CBS Fungal Biodiver-
sity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-94-91751-00-4. 288 pp, fully
illustrated with color pictures (A4 format). Price: € 65 (paperback). 

• ** Hypocrealean lineages of industrial and phytopathological importance.
2015. L. Lombard, J.Z. Groenewald and P.W. Crous (Eds.). CBS Studies in
Mycology No. 80. CBS Fungal Biodiversity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/.
ISBN: 978-94-91751-00-4. 245 pp, fully illustrated with color pictures (A4 for-
mat). Price: € 70 (paperback). 

• Mushrooms of Nepal. 2nd edition. 2014. Mahesh Kumar Adhikari. Published
by K. S. Adhikari, Kathmando, Nepal. ISBN 99933-545-0-3. 340 pp., includ-
ing 24 pp. of color photographs. Price: NRs: 1500; US$ 35 (paperback). 

• The Genus Tricholoma. 2013. Fungi of Northern Europe, v.4. Morten Chris-
tensen and Jacob Heilmann-Claasen. Koeltz Scientific Books, Koenigstein,
Germany. www.koeltz.com. ISBN: 978-8-798-35818-3. 228 pp, with color
illustrations. Price: € 56 (hardcover). 

• Microbial Carotenoids from Fungi: Methods and Protocols. 2012. Jose-
Luis Barredo (Ed.). Humana Press (Springer). www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-
1-61779-917-4. 290 pp, 51 illus., 9 in color. Price: $119 (hardcover); $94.99 (e-
book). 

• Plant Fungal Pathogens: Methods and Protocols. 2012. Melvin D Bolton,
Bart PHJ Thomma (Eds). Part of the “Methods in Molecular Biology” series,
v.835. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-61779-5008.
769 pp, 138 illus., 74 in color. Price: $159.00 (hardcover). 

(**New this issue)

Books in Need of Reviewers
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• Zambian Mushrooms and Mycology. 2015. Marja Härkönen, Tuomo
Niemelä, Keddy Mbindo, Heikki Kotiranta, and Graham Piearce. 207 pp, 276
color images. Price: € 57 (paperback). Reviewed this issue. 

• Development of Aspergillus niger. 2013. J. Dijksterhuis, H. Wosten (Eds.).
CBS Studies in Mycology No. 74. CBS Fungal Biodiversity Centre.
http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-93-9. 85 pp, fully illustrated
with color pictures (A4 format). Price: € 40 (softcover). 

• FunKey: an Interactive Guide to the Macrofungi of Australia. Key to
Agarics. 2014. T. W. May, K. Thiele, C. W. Dunk, S. H. Lewis. Identic, Bris-
bane and ABRS, Canberra. http://shop.lucidcentral.org/. ISBN 978-0-642-
56877-9. 1200+ color images for 159 taxa and 383 character states. Price:
$53.32 (USB 2.0 Key). (Also available as an app for iPhones and Androids.
More information to follow.) 

• My Father in His Suitcase: In Search of E.J.H. Corner. 2014. John K. Cor-
ner. Landmark Books Pte. Ltd., Singapore. ISBN: 978-9814189477. 452 pp.
Price: $53.41 (paperback). 

• Truffle: A Global History. 2015. Zachary Nowak. University of Chicago
Press (Reaktion Books), Chicago, IL, www.press.uchicago.edu. ISBN: ISBN:
9781780234366. 128 pages, 40 color plates, 20 halftones. Price: $18.00 (cloth). 

• Desert Truffles. Phylogeny, Physiology, Distribution and Domestication.
2014. V. Kagan-Zur, N. Roth-Bejerano, Y. Sitrit, A. Morte (Eds). Soil Biology
Series, v.38. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-3-642-
40095-7. 397 pp, 97 illus., 47 in color. Price: $189 (hardcover). Also available
as eBook pdf download, ISBN 978-3-642-40096-4, Price: $149. 

• Fusarium: Genomics, Molecular and Cellular Biology. 2013. Daren W.
Brown and Robert H. Proctor, eds. Caister Academic Press, Norfolk, UK.
www.caister.com. ISBN: 978-1-908230-25-6. 182 pp plus color plates. $319
(hardcover). 

• Tricholomas of North America. 2013. The Corrie Herring Hooks Series No.
68. Alan Bessette, Arleen Bessette, William Roody, Steven Trudell. University
of Texas Press. http://www.utexas.edu/utpress/. ISBN 978-0-292-74233-8. 220
pp, 186 color photos. Price $29.95 (softcover). 

• Checklist of the non-lichenized ascomycetes of Sweden. 2014. Ove Eriks-
son. Symbolae Botanicae Upsalienses 36(2). Uppsala University Library, Upp-
sala, Sweden. www.uu.se. ISBN 978-91-554-8870-3. 499 pp, 4 illus. Price: 414
SEK (hardcover). 

• The Mycota, Vol. 10: Industrial Applications, 2nd ed. 2011. Martin
Hofrichter (Ed.). Karl Esser (Series Ed.). Springer. www.springer.com. ISBN:
978-3-642-11457-1. 485 pp, 152 illus. Price: $269.00 (hardcover). 

• Edible Ectomycorrhizal Mushrooms: Current Knowledge and Future
Prospects. 2012. Alessandra Zambonelli and Gregory Bonito (Eds.). Springer.
www.springer.com. ISBN 978-3-642-33822-9. 409 pp, 35 illus (16 in color).
Price: $209 (hardcover); also available as eBook pdf download, ISBN 978-3-
642-33823-6, $159. 

• Taxonomic Manual of the Erysiphales (Powdery Mildews). 2012. Uwe
Braun and R.T.A. Cook. CBS Biodiversity Series 11. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/.
ISBN: 978-90-70351-89-2. 707 pp, 853 figures. Price: € 80 (hardcover). 

• Biodiversity in Dead Wood. 2012 Juha Siitonen, Bengt Gunnar Jonsson.
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK. www.cambridge.org. ISBN:
9780521717038. 524 pp, 92 b/w illus. 21 tables. Price: £38.00 (paperback). 

• Phytopathogenic Dothideomycetes. 2013. P.W. Crous, G.J.M. Verkley, J.Z.
Groenewald (Eds.). CBS Studies in Mycology No. 75. CBS Fungal Biodiver-
sity Centre. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-96-0. 406 pp, fully
illustrated with color pictures (A4 format). Price: € 70 (paperback). 

• Pollination Biology. 2012. D. P. Abrol. Biodiversity, Conservation, and Agri-
cultural Production. Springer-Verlag, Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-
94-007-1941-5. 792pp, 23 illus., 18 in color. Price: $209.00 (hardcover). 

• Fungal Plant Pathogens (Principles and Protocols Series). March 2012. CR
Lane, P Beales, KJK Hughes (Eds). CABI, Oxfordshire, UK. www.cabi.org.
978-1-8459-3668-6. 324 pp. Price: $75. 

• Practical Guide to Turfgrass Fungicides. 2011. Richard Latin. APS Press, St.
Paul, MN. www.apsnet.org. ISBN: 978-0-89054-392-4. 280 pp, 115 images,
29 chemical structures. Price: $139.95 (hardcover). 

• Tree Thinking: An Introduction to Phylogenetic Biology. Available July
2012. David Baum and Stacey Smith. Roberts & Company Publishers, Green-
wood Village, CO. www.roberts-publishers.com/. ISBN: 978-1-9362-2116-5.
400 pp, b&w. Price: $60 (hardback). 

• Yeast Research: An Historical Overview. 2011. James A. Barnett, Linda
Barnett. ASM Press, Washington, DC. www.asmpress.org. ISBN: 978-1-
55581-516-5. 392 pp, illus. Price: $159.95 (hardcover). 

• Medically Important Fungi: A Guide to Identification, 5th ed. 2011. Davise
H. Larone. ASM Press, Washington, DC. www.asmpress.org. ISBN: 978-1-
55581-660-5. 508 pp, illus, color plates. Price $109.95 (hardcover). 

• Atlas of Soil Ascomycetes. 2012. J. Guarro, J. Gene, A.M. Stchigel and M.J.
Figueras. CBS Biodiversity Series 10. http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-
70351-88-5. 486 pp, 322 figures. Price: € 70 (hardcover). 

• Texas Mushrooms: A Field Guide. 1992 (new preface 2013). The Corrie
Herring Hooks Series No. 18. Susan Metzler and Van Metzler (Orson K.
Miller, Jr., Scientific Adviser). University of Texas Press.
http://www.utexas.edu/utpress/. ISBN 978-0-292-75126-2. 360 pp, 249 illus-
trations, 2 figures, 1 map, 11 tables. Price: $39.95 (softcover). 

• Fungal Biology in the Origin and Emergence of Life. 2013. David Moore.
Cambridge University Press. www.cambridge.org. ISBN: 978-11-07652-77-4.
236 pp, 28 b/2 illus, 2 tables. Price: $42.99 (softcover). 

• The Mycota, v.IX: Fungal Associations. 2012. Bertold Hock (Ed.). Springer.
www.springer.com. ISBN 978-3-642-30825-3. 406 pp, 84 illus (62 in color).
Price: $269 (hardcover). Also available as eBook (pdf download), price: $209. 

• Funga Nordica, 2nd ed. 2012. H. Knudsen and J. Vesterholt (Eds.).
Nordsvamp, Copenhagen. ISBN: 9788798396130. 1083 pp (2 volumes). Price
£95, €111.15. 

• The Analysis of Biological Data. 2009. Michael Whitlock and Dolph Schluter.
Roberts & Company Publishers, Greenwood Village, CO. www.roberts-pub-
lishers.com/. ISBN: 978-0-9815-1940-1. 704 pp, full color. Price: $80 (hard-
back). 

• Ophiostomatoid Fungi: Expanding Frontiers. 2013. K. Seifert, Z. Wilhelm
de Beer, M. J. Wingfield (Eds.). CBS Biodiversity Series 12.
http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/. ISBN: 978-90-70351-94-6. 337 pp, fully illustrated.
Price: € 75 (hardcover). 

• Neurospora: Genomics and Molecular Biology. January 2013. D. P. Kas-
bekar and K McCluskey (Eds.). Horizon Press. http://www.horizonpress.com.
ISBN: 978-1-908230-12-6. 294 pp, w/illus. Price: $319 (hardback). 

• Indian Coelomycetes. 2012. J. Muthumary. MJP Publishers, New Delhi,
Indian. http://www.mjppublishers.com/index.html. ISBN: 978-81-8094-162-7.
366 pp, illustrations and photomicrographs. $50 (hardcover). 

• The Kingdom of Fungi. 2013. Jens H. Petersen. Princeton University Press.
http://press.princeton.edu/. ISBN: 978-06-91157-54-2. 256 pp, 800+ color pho-
tos. $29.95 (cloth). Also available as eBook. 

• A Primer of Botanical Latin with Vocabulary. Available March 2013.
Emma Short & Alex George. Cambridge University Press.
www.cambridge.org. ISBN 978-11-07693-75-3. 102 tables, 21 exercises. Price
£24.99 (paperback). 

• Key For Identification of Common Phytophthora Species. 2011. Jean Bea-
gle Ristaino. APS Press, St. Paul, MN. www.apsnet.org. ISBN: 978-0-89054-
397-9. CD-ROM. Price: $269.00 (single user). 

• Endophytes of Forest Trees: Biology and Applications. 2011. Anna Maria
Pirttila, Carolin Frank (Eds.). Forestry Science Series, v.80. Springer-Verlag,
Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-94-007-1598-1. 322 pp, Price: $209.00
(hardcover). also available as eBook pdf download, ISBN 978-94-007-1599-8,
$159. Review Copy online only; hardcover copy provided following receipt of
published review.

• Laboratory Protocols in Fungal Biology: Current Methods in Fungal Biol-
ogy. Avail June 2012. Vijai Kumar Gupta, Maria Tuohy, Eds. Springer-Verlag,
Berlin. www.springer.com. ISBN: 978-1-4614-2355-3. 802 pp, 105 illus., 40 in
color. Price: $279.00 (hardcover). Review Copy online only; hardcover copy
provided following receipt of published review.

Books with Reviewers Assigned



30 Inoculum 66(5), September 2015

Zambian mushrooms
and mycology. 2015.
Marja Härkönen, Tuo-
mo Niemelä, Keddy
Mbindo, Heikki Kotiran-
ta, and Graham Piearce.
Finnish Museum of Nat-
ural History (Botany
Unit), Helsinki. Norrlinia
29. http://www.luomus.
fi/en/botany-unit-0. IS-
BN: 978-951-51-0852-4.
207 pp, 276 color images.
Price € 57 (paperback).

This book contains a
wealth of information,
technically accurate
mushroom pictures, and a series of concise line drawings.

The project was a joint venture between the Forestry
Department, Zambian Ministry of Lands, Natural Resources
and Environmental Protection, and the Finnish Environmen-
tal Institute. The primary purpose was to provide an educa-
tional tool for forestry schools and food preparation courses.

Since it brought together anthropologists, foresters, eth-
nobotanists, mycologists, chefs and teachers, the result is an
eclectic array.

The major sections of the book are: 1) An introduction
to mycology for beginning students (including an illustrated
glossary); 2) How to collect, identify and study fungi (eval-
uation of macroscopic and microscopic features); 3) Techni-
cal descriptions of over 90 species; 4) The importance of the
major vegetation types in Zambia to the wild mushroom crop

(ecology of the fungi especially edible species and how
mushrooms keep the prevalent Miombo forests, typified by
ectomycorrhizal Brachystegia species, healthy); 5) Evalua-
tions of the common edible and poisonous mushrooms used
or not by various tribes; and 6) The role mushrooms play in
tribal cultures and importance as a source of food. 

To encourage the inclusion of mushrooms in meals, a
number of recipes obtained from local cooks are detailed as
is preparation using the traditional Zambian open fire
between three stones. Common names, edibility, local col-
lecting techniques, and recipes were compiled from inter-
views primarily in rural areas with elders, chefs and family
cooks. 

The technical descriptions can be used as a field or iden-
tification guide. Identifications will often be made when the
mushroom in hand is compared with the excellent photo-
graphs. Most of the generic names will be familiar to read-
ers; included are three species of Agaricus, 12 Amanita, nine
Lactarius, nine Russula, ten Termitomyces, six Cantharellus,
six boletes and 22 polypores. One new species is proposed as
Hexagonia culmicola, apparently a non-wood rotting poly-
pore that grows in association, possibly parasitic, with peren-
nial grasses. 

The multipurpose style of this book with clear details of
techniques in the sections designed for introductory students
to the more technical aspects of ecology and mushroom tax-
onomy can serve as a format for similar educational/techni-
cal books with contents adapted to other parts of the globe.

—J. H. Ginns
1970 Sutherland Road
Penticton, BC V2A 8T8

ginnsj@shaw.ca

Zambian Mushrooms and Mycology

MYCOLOGICAL CLASSIFIEDS

Center for Regulatory Research, LLC specializes in reg-
ulatory permit application services for biological control and
biotechnology organisms/products. Let us evaluate your
research discoveries for commercial potential and environ-
mental impacts. We also offer assistance with writing pro-

posals for SBIR grant programs (Small Business Innovation
Research) that fund new commercial ventures. Contact Dr.
Sue Cohen by email (sdcohen@regresearch.com) or by
phone (612-246-3838). For more information about our com-
pany, visit our website at www.regresearch.com.

Biological Control, Biotechnology and Regulatory Services  

The Fifth Kingdom on CD-ROM is now available in an
extensively updated form for teaching purposes. Available
for class orders at $25 per copy. The book “The Outer Spores

- mushrooms of Haida Gwaii” is also available. Check
details at: www.mycolog.com

Fifth Kingdom
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In depth information about the genus Amanita
www.amanitaceae.org

A New Web Page About Tropical Fungi, Hongos Del Parque “El Haya”
(58-5)
hongosdelhaya.blogspot.com/

ASCOFrance.com, a very useful site for illustrations of ascomycetes
including anamorphs (accessible in both French and English)
ascofrance.com/?lang=us

Bibliography of Systematic Mycology
www.speciesfungorum.org/BSM/bsm.htm

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory; Meetings & Courses Programs
(58-2)
meetings.cshl.edu 

Collection of 800 Pictures of Macro- and Micro-fungi
www.mycolog.com 

Cornell Mushroom Blog (58-1)
http://blog.mycology.cornell.edu/

Cortbase (58-2)
andromeda.botany.gu.se/cortbase.html

Corticoid Nomenclatural Database (56-2)
www.phyloinformatics.org/

The Cybertruffle internet server for mycology seeks to provide infor-
mation about fungi from a global standpoint (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk

Cyberliber, a digital library for mycology (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/cyberliber

Cybernome provides information about fungi and their associated
organisms, with access to over 548,000 records of scientific names
(59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/cybernome

Dictionary of The Fungi Classification
www.indexfungorum.org/names/fundic.asp

Fungal Environmental Sampling and Informatics Network (58-2)
www.bio.utk.edu/fesin/

German Mycological Society DGfM  
www.dgfm-ev.de

Glomeromycota PHYLOGENY
amf-phylogeny.com

International Society for Human and Animal Mycology
www.isham.org

Medical Mycology journal
www.isham.org

Mycologia
mycologia.org

Humboldt Institute — Located on the eastern coast of Maine, the
institute is known for the series of advanced and professional-level
natural history seminars it has offered since 1987, along with eco-
logical restoration seminars and expeditions to the neotropics. It
publishes the two peer-reviewed journals, Northeastern Naturalist
and Southeastern Naturalist.
www.eaglehill.us

Taxonomy of the Hysteriaceae & Mytilinidiaceae (Pleosporomyceti-
dae, Dothideomycetes, Ascomycota) to facilitate species identifica-
tion using a set of updated and revised keys based on those first
published by Hans Zogg in 1962. 59(4)
www.eboehm.com/

Index of Fungi 
www.indexfungorum.org/names/names.asp

Interactive Key to Hypocreales of Southeastern United States (57-2)
nt.ars-grin.gov/sbmlweb/fungi/keydata.cfm

ISHAM: the International Society for Human and Animal Mycology
www.isham.org

JSTOR (58-3) 
jstor.org

McCrone Research Institute is an internationally recognized not-for-
profit  institute specializing primarily in teaching applied microscopy.
59(4)
www.mcri.org

Mountain Justice Summer (58-3)
www.MountainJusticeSummer.org

Mycology Education Mart where all relevant mycology courses can be
posted. www2.bio.ku.dk/mycology/courses/

MycoKey 
www.mycokey.com

The Myconet Classification of the Ascomycota
www.fieldmuseum.org/myconet 

New Electronic Journal about mushrooms from Southeast Mexico
(61-4) 
http://fungavera.blogspot.com

Northeast Mycological Federation (NEMF) foray database (58-2)
http://www.nemf.org/forays.htm

Pacific Northwest Fungi 
www.pnwfungi.org/

Pleurotus spp.
www.oystermushrooms.net

Rare, Endangered or Under-recorded Fungi in Ukraine  (56-2)
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/redlists/index.htm

Registry of Mushrooms in Art 
http://namyco.org/art_registry/index.html

Robigalia provides information about field observations, published
records and reference collection specimens of fungi and their associ-
ated organisms, with access to over 685,000 records (59-3). 
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/robigalia

Tree canopy biodiversity project University of Central Missouri
(58-4)
http://www.discoverlife.org/nh/tx/Fungi/canopy_biodiversity.html

Trichomycete site includes monograph, interactive keys, a com-
plete database, world literature, etc. (61-4)
www.nhm.ku.edu/~fungi 

The TRTC Fungarium (58-1)
bbc.botany.utoronto.ca/ROM/TRTCFungarium/home.php

U.S. National Fungus Collections (BPI) Complete Mushroom Speci-
men Database (57-1)
www.ars.usda.gov/ba/psi/sbml

Valhalla provides information about past mycologists, with names,
dates of birth and death and, in some cases, biographies and/or por-
traits (59-3).
www.cybertruffle.org.uk/valhalla

Website for the mycological journal Mycena (56-2)
www.mycena.org/index.htm

Wild Mushrooms From Tokyo
www.ne.jp/asahi/mushroom/tokyo/ 

MYCOLOGY ON-LINE
Below is an alphabetical list of websites featured in Inoculum. Those wishing to add sites to this directory or to edit addresses should email
jkerrig@clemson.edu. Unless otherwise notified, listings will be automatically deleted after one year (at the editors discretion).
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REMINDER: MSA Directory Update

Is your information up-to-date in the MSA directory? The Society is relying more and more on email
to bring you the latest MSA news, awards announcements and other timely information, and our newslet-
ter. To ensure that you receive Society blast emails and the Inoculum as soon as it comes out, and so that
your colleagues can keep in touch, please check the accuracy of your email address and contact informa-
tion in the online directory. This can be accessed via our web site at www.msafungi.org. If you need assis-
tance with updating your membership information, or help with your membership log-in ID and password,
please contact Allen Press at msa@allenpress.com.

October 7-10, 2015
Asian Mycological Congress 2015

Goa University, Goa, India
http://www.amc2015goa.com/

November 29-December 1, 2015
36th New Phytologist Symposium:
Cell biology at the plant-microbe interface. 

Eden Hotel Wolff, Munich, Germany
http://newphytologist.org/symposiums/view/38

April 3-6, 2016
13th European Conference on Fungal
Genetics (ECFG13) 

Paris, France
http://www.ecfg13.org/events.php?IDManif=896&IDModule=71&IDRub=1694

June 2016 (dates TBD)
Cellular & Molecular Fungal Biology,
Gordon Research Conference

Holderness School, Holderness,
New Hampshire

July 30-August 3, 2016
American Phytopathological Society
annual meeting

Tampa, Florida

August 7-11, 2016
Mycological Society of America
annual meeting

Berkeley, California

July, 2017
Mycological Society of America
annual meeting

Athens, Georgia

July 15-21, 2018
International Mycological Congress:
IMC11, hosted by the Mycological Society 
of America

San Juan, Puerto Rico

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOTE TO MEMBERS:

Those wishing to list upcoming mycological courses, workshops, conventions,
symposia, and forays in the Calendar of Events should include complete
postal/electronic addresses and submit to Inoculum editor Julia Kerrigan at jker-
rig@clemson.edu.
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MSA Sustaining Members 2015

You are encouraged to inform the Membership Committee (Andy Wilson, Chair,
awilson@chicagobotanic.org) of firms or foundations that might be approached about Sustaining
Membership in the MSA. Sustaining members have all the rights and privileges of individual mem-
bers in the MSA and are listed as Sustaining Members in all issues of Mycologia and Inoculum.

Fungi Perfecti
Attn: Paul Stamets
PO Box 7634
Olympia, WA, 98507
(360)426-9292
info@fungi.com

Mycotaxon, Ltd.
Attn: Richard P. Korf
PO Box 264
Ithaca, NY, 14851-0264
(607) 273-0508
info@mycotaxon.com

Triarch, Inc.
Attn: P.L. Conant - President 
PO Box 98
Ripon, WI, 54971
(920)748-5125

Sylvan, Inc.
Attn: Mark Wach
Research Dept Library
198 Nolte Drive
Kittanning, PA, 16201
(724)543-3948
mwach@sylvaninc.com

Syngenta Seeds, Inc.
Attn: Rita Kuznia
Dept Head, Plant Pathology
317 330th Street
Stanton, MN, 55018-4308
(507) 663-7631
rita.kuznia@syngenta.com

Genencor Internation, Inc.
Attn: Michael Ward
925 Page Mill Rd
Palo Alto, CA, 94304
(650)846-5850
mward@genencor.com

Novozymes, Inc.
Attn: Wendy Yoder
1445 Drew Ave
Davis, CA, 95618
(530) 757-8110
wty@novozymes.com

BCN Research Laboratories, Inc.
Attn: Emilia Rico
2491 Stock Creek Blvd
Rockford, TN, 37853
(865)558-6819
emirico@msn.com

The Society is extremely grateful for the continuing support of its Sus tain ing Mem-

bers. Please patronize them and, whenever possible, let their representatives know

of our appreciation.
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NCAUR ARS USDA

1815 N. University St.
Peoria, IL 61604
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kerry.odonnell@ars.usda.gov

President-Elect, Georgiana May
College of Biological Sciences

University of Minnesota
1477 California Ave.
Saint Paul, MN 55108
Phone: 612-624-6737
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gmay@umn.edu

Vice President, Tom Volk
Professor of Biology
3024 Cowley Hall

University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
La Crosse WI 54601

volk.thom@uwlax.edu
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Executive Vice President, Sarah Bergemann
Middle Tennessee State University

Biology Department
PO Box 60

Murfreesboro TN 37132
615-898-2847

Sarah.Bergemann@mtsu.edu
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Science and Technology
Universidad del Turabo

P.O. Box 3030
Gurabo, Puerto Rico 00778 

Phone: 787-743-7979
scantrel@suagm.edu 
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jdlodge@caribe.net

MSA Homepage: msafungi.org

MSA Endowment Funds
Contributions

I wish to contribute  $________ to the following named fund(s):

____ Alexopoulos ____ Emerson-Fuller-Whisler ____ Miller

____ Barksdale-Raper ____ Fitzpatrick ____ Thiers

____ Barr ____ Gilbertson ____ Trappe

____ Bigelow ____ Korf ____ Uecker

____ Butler ____ Luttrell ____ Wells

____ Denison

Research Funds

____ Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith Award 

____ Myron P. Backus Graduate Award 

____ Clark T. Rogerson Award 

____ George W. Martin/Gladys E. Baker Award

____ John Rippon Graduate Research Award 

____ Undergraduate Research Award

____ Salomón Bartnicki-García Research Award

Other Funds

____ Constantine J. Alexopoulos Prize

____ John S. Karling Lecture Fund

____ Uncommitted Endowment

____ Other (specify)

I wish to pledge $_____________ a year for ____________ years

_____ to the following fund (s) ____________________________

_____ to some other specified purpose ______________________

_____ to the uncommitted endowment

Name: ________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

___ Check  ____ Credit Card (Visa, MC, etc): ________________

Credit Card No. ____________________ Exp. Date: _________

Signature: __________________________________________

Please send this completed form and your contribution to:

Chris Lapine

Association Manager
Allen Press Inc.
810 East 10th St

Lawrence Kansas 66044

Please make checks payable to the 

Mycological Society of America



An Invitation to Join MSA

THE MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMER I CA
2015 MEMBERSHIP FORM

(You may apply for membership online at msa.allenpress.com)

(Please print clearly)

Last name ______________________________     First name _________________________________     M.I. ______

Dept./Street _______________________________________________________________________________________

Univ./Organization __________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________ State/Prov. __________ Country ____________________ ZIP_________________

Telephone: (____)________ ______________ Email _______________________ Fax (____)______________________

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP
Cyber Memberships

____ Regular $90 (Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Student $50 (Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Postdoctoral $70 (Includes on-line access to Mycologia and Inoculum)

____ Associate Member $50 (Does not include online access to Mycologia)

____ Emeritus Online $50 (Note: approved Emeritus members pay no dues. This is a new option

for Emeritus members who choose online access to Mycologia)

____ Sustaining $278 or more

____ Life $1,500

____ Family $90 plus $20 annually for each additional member

____ Affliated Society $90

____ Honorary members No dues

Print Subscriptions  (in addition to above membership fee)

____ Shipped to a Domestic (USA) destination $60 annually
____ Shipped to a Non-USA destination $85 annually

Discounted Memberships

Members from developing countries may request a 50% reduction in membership dues that includes online only journal
access, subject to approval by MSA Council.

AREAS OF INTEREST
Mark most appropriate area(s)

____ Cell  Biology – Physiology           (including cytological, ultrastructural, metabolic regulatory and developmental 
                                                              aspects of cells)

____ Ecology – Pathology                   (including phytopathology, medical mycology, symbiotic associations, saprobic 
                                                              relationships and community structure/dynamics)

____ Genetics – Molecular Biology     (including transmission, population and molecular genetics and molecular
                                                            mechanisms of gene expression)

____ Systematics – Evolution             (including taxonomy, comparative morphology molecular systematics,
                                                            phylogenetic inference, and population biology)

PAYMENT 

_____ CHECK   [Payable to Mycological Society of America and 
drawn in US dollars on a US bank]

_____ CREDIT CARD:   _____ VISA   _____ MASTERCARD

Expiration Date: ____________________________________________

Account No: _______________________________________________

Name as it appears on the card: _______________________________

Mail membership form and payment to:

Mycological Society of America

Attn: Taylor Hrabe

P.O. Box 1897, Lawrence, KS 66044-8897

Phone: (800) 627-0326

or (785) 843-1234 ext 402

Fax: (785) 843-6153

Email: msa@allenpress.com




