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Howard Elson Bigelow was born in Greenfield, 
Massachusetts on 28 June 1923, the second child 
and only son of Leonard S. and Adah (Lyman) 
Bigelow. Raised in a small city during the depres
sion years, he attended the town's public schools 
and graduated from Greenfield High School in 
1941. He played the saxaphone and clarinet in 
dance bands, a practice that was to serve him 
well in his graduate student years and to give 
him pleasure all of his life. With the assistance 
of his family, in September, 1941, he entered 
Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio. Completing his 
freshman and early sophomore years under the 
shadow of World War II and selective service, 
he afterwards regretted that academic year as 
wasted time, for the imminence of the draft and 
armed service precluded great attention to stud
ies. He entered the army in early 1943, trained 
in various regions of this country, and was sent 
to Europe in 1944. Late that year he was one of 
many caught by the German counterattack dur
ing the Battle of the Bulge. Captured in Decem
ber, 1944, Howard was shipped to eastern Ger
many to a prisoner-of-war camp, finally to be 
liberated by the Soviet army in late April, 1945. 
After exchange to the American army, he recu
perated, eventually returned to the USA, and 
received his honorable discharge in December, 
1945. 

Howard returned to Oberlin College in 1 946, 
this time supported by the G. I. Bill of Rights, 
and supplementing his income by playing in dance 
bands. By now he realized that his talent was not 
sufficient for a career in music. Repeating much 
of his sophomore year, Howard graduated from 
Oberlin in 1949. He had developed a strong in
terest in botanical subjects under the guidance 
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of Dr. George T. Jones, and remained at Oberlin 
for his Master's degree, completed in 1951. His 
interests became focused on mycology, with the 
fleshy fungi soon attracting his attention and then 
his devotion. 

He came to the University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor in the fall of 1951, to study under the 
direction of Alexander H. Smith. Those were 
golden years for mycology at the University. In 
addition to Smith, B. B. Kanouse, E. B. Mains, 
F. K. Sparrow, A. S. Sussman, and L. E. Weh
meyer were active in various aspects of mycol
ogy. Their teaching and example drew a variety 
of students to the University for graduate train
ing, and provided a wide spectrum of back
ground and accumulated long experience for 
them. Howard completed his dissertation on the 
genus Clitocybe in Michigan, and received his 
Ph.D. in June, 1956, having the previous week 
married Margaret E. Barr, a student of Weh
meyer. 

No teaching positions were available that year, 
but after a summer collecting fungi in northern 
Maine, they travelled to the Institut Botanique 
of the Universite de Montreal, as research as
sociates. In September, 1957, Howard accepted 
an instructorship in the Department of Botany 
ofthe University of Massachusetts. There here
mained for 26 years of teaching and research. He 
taught mycology in several guises, collaborated 
with E. L. Davis for many years in the plant 
kingdom course, and taught general botany. He 
served on numerous university and department 
committees, guided graduate students, coun
selled many others, and performed administra
tive duties. He was library liaison between the 
Department of Botany and Morrill Science Li-
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brary for many years. He was much in demand 
to advise members of the public on the edibility 
of fleshy fungi and to conduct workshops and 
forays. He gave many mycological lectures, usu
ally copiously illustrated by his color slides. After 
retiring from the University in 1983, he devoted 
his time to study of fungi, particularly the white
spored genera of agarics and the boletes in New 
England. He died unexpectedly on 21 Novem
ber, 1987, and was buried in the family plot in 
a Greenfield cemetery, a favorite collecting spot 
after a good rain in summer. 

That is the outline of a man's life, but what of 
the man? Howard was a staunch New Englander 
who returned to the land that he loved. A child 
of the depression years, this experience made 
him grateful for his later successes, and quick to 
give to others less fortunate. He was a bit of a 
philosopher who had survived months in a pris
on camp and who had observed the reactions of 
others in that situation, some demeaning, some 
heroic. He was a good friend and companion. 
He valued and maintained his friendships, some 
from childhood, others from his college years, 
and many with comrades in the pursuit of knowl
edge offungi. His ability to recall a person's name 
after many years absence was phenomenal. He 
delighted in discussions with colleagues, often 
taking the unpopular side just to see how argu
ments would progress. An avid football fan, he 
cheered on his favorite teams and was plunged 
into gloom at their losses. Howard the musician 
delighted in the music of the 1940s, collected 
records, and played for his own pleasure. In ad
dition, Howard was an accomplished actor for 
some years in local theatrical productions. Si
multaneously a realist and a dreamer, Howard 
found a home in a small country town. With an 
old farm and buildings that required much re
construction, he became a fair carpenter and 
handyman, able to create and repair within the 
limits of a house that was nowhere in perfect 
alignment. He took pleasure in landscaping the 
grounds, hard labor at times. Perhaps overriding 
all, Howard was a perfectionist: whether it was 
choosing the precise words to express his ideas, 
obtaining the perfect photograph of a fungus, de
signing and building a portable dryer for his col
lecting trips, or placing a post straight and firmly. 
It did not always make an easy existence, but it 
was an interesting one. 

Howard had a sense of civic responsibility, and 
contributed to the town of Conway for many 

years as President and member of the Board of 
Trustees of Field Memorial Library. He took his 
responsibilities seriously, whether consulting with 
roofers and painters on maintenance, purchasing 
books with the librarian, or clearing the library 
steps of snow and ice when no one else was avail
able. He served the town, too, in its search for a 
solution to sewage problems. He was for a num
ber ofyears a Corporator of the United Savings 
Bank in Conway. 

Above all, he was a mycologist. He collected 
and studied fleshy fungi throughout New En
gland, in other parts of the country and in Can
ada, Finland, Denmark, Norway, and Switzer
land. He was an invited participant at conferences 
in Kevo, Finland and Lausanne, Switzerland. His 
sabbatical leaves, summers, and retirement time 
were spent productively on collection and iden
tification of fleshy fungi and on the preparation 
of manuscripts. He guided his graduate students 
in their studies, all the while recognizing that they 
must be independent. In addition to numerous 
journal articles, he completed a monograph on 
Clitocybe in two volumes, published a small book 
for amateurs, and co-edited two volumes. At the 
time of his death, he was engaged in revisions 
and additions to Clitocybe and was preparing a 
monograph of the Tricholomataceae for the 
northeast. At the same time, he was gathering 
information for another popular book on large 
fungi. 

Howard's interests in mycology were not con
fined to academic study, for he served the My
cological Society of America in several capaci
ties. He was elected Councilor for 1965 and 1966. 
He was Program Chairman and sole committee 
member for the annual meetings in 1973 and 
1974. He was elected Vice-President in 1975. In 
his Presidential year he regretted that he was 
unable to give a Presidential Address-1977 was 
the year ofiMC2. He served as Local Represen
tative and/or Foray Chairman for three annual 
meetings with AIBS-1963, 1973, and 1986-in 
Amherst. Each of these saw dedication to details 
of organization, constant vigilence for problems, 
and concern over weather (just enough rain at 
the right time for field trips, even though that 
was beyond his control). He was a member of 
the Executive Committee, 1974-1977, in prep
aration for the Second International Mycological 
Congress. He was also Chairman of the Publi
cations Committee, co-editor of preliminary cir
culars, co-editor of the Abstracts, and editor of 
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the daily Newsletter during the IMC2 sessions, 
including picking up and delivering the pub
lished results. He was active in the New England 
Mycologists' Conferences, taking his turn to host 
the meetings and to arrange the program. He was 
an honorary member of the Boston Mycological 
Club, as well as member of several other scien
tific societies. 

Howard's long association and friendship with 
Alexander H. Smith was one of the major ele
ments of his life. In view of this, those wishing 
to make donations in his memory may contrib
ute to the Alexander H. and Helen Smith Re
search Fund of the Mycological Society of Amer
ica, in the name of Howard E. Bigelow. 
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