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Mycology is often characterised as a neglected discipline. For extreme areas, 

such as the polar regions, this is particularly true; where specialist techniques 

and harsh, inaccessible environments limit the amateur involvement on 

which much of mycology depends (for a historical perspective, see Watling, 

1998). As such, the release of any new book on the subject is an applaudable 

endeavour that helps bring attention to an area that is often ignored.  

Fungi in Polar Regions is a publication released in celebration of the 60th 

anniversary of the Japanese Antarctic Research Expedition (JARE) in 2017 and the 25th anniversary of the 

base station at Ny-Ålesund, Norway, in 2016. In this regard it is a success and highlights much of the work 

done by researchers in both regions from exploratory research to practical application. At nine chapters 

and totalling 146 pages, it is a slim volume. It is sadly beset by a number of grammatical errors that 

impede reading and, on a few occasions, confuse understanding. Each chapter is presented as a scientific 

paper, ranging in scope from broad review to singular study, and in doing so invokes the necessary 

question of why they were not published as such. The first six chapters focus on taxonomical and 

ecological aspects of polar fungi whilst the latter three focus on biotechnological applications.  

The majority of these chapters are well received and provide novel syntheses and good summaries of the 

literature through addressing contemporary questions. The non-specialist mycologist, with some effort, 

will find much to ponder on in consideration of their own research area.  Indeed, the work seeks 

throughout to tie polar fungi to wider issues of global concern and this generalising effort is amongst the 

greatest strengths of the book. Other chapters, though, are disappointing and none more so than chapter 

five. Focusing in extreme detail on the practicalities of DNA metabarcoding, it would be welcomed in a 

student textbook or in a book targeting amateur communities. However, in such a specialist volume, it 

does little to justify its presence. That the chapter is the second largest in the book lends further support 

to the criticism that Fungi in Polar Regions struggles to fill its pages.  

Overall, it is an interesting volume. If one is able to access a copy for free, it provides a broad introduction 

to the polar fungi from a variety of disciplinary angles and acts as a good compendium of the literature. 

However, it cannot justify its price. At over $150, many other purchases could be recommended above 

this book and, whilst its existence is beneficial, it is difficult to think of the book’s target audience. If one 

works in the field, it is likely to be an essential mainstay on the bookshelf. However, in these few cases, it 

is likely to be already owned.  

—Nathan Smith, Department of Zoology, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK, ns565@cam.ac.uk 
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