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NEW NAME FOR THE 
STUDENT & POST-DOC SECTION

After voting this past year The Student Section of the Mycological
Society of America has been renamed to:

"The Mycological Society of America 

Student and Postdoc Section”

Thanks for participating in this process! 

MSA 2021 - BOTANY! 

MSA Student and Postdoc Section Board

Meeting on Wednesday the 21st at 7:00 -
8:30 PM (Eastern Time)

MSA Student and Postdoc Mentorship

Panel on Thursday the 22nd from Noon
to 1:15 (Eastern Time)

The MSA SPS will have two activities at the
conference this year:

You do NOT need to be registered for the
conference in order to attend.

We will share more details soon! Check our
twitter and keep your eyes open for this email!



Nicole Colón-Carrión grew up in Puerto Rico and is currently
doing research at the University of Arizona with Dr. Elizabeth
Arnold. 

Tell us about your project!

In my dissertation research I seek to understand how climate
changes impact plant-fungal associations, with a focus on two
main environments: wild tropical forests and agricultural systems.
Specifically, my work focuses on (1) understanding how hurricane
disturbances affect the diversity and composition of fungal
symbionts associated with roots and leaves of tropical forest trees;
(2) exploring how fungal symbionts can protect cultivated plants
against disease under a rapidly warming climate; and (3)
assessing the needs and knowledge of farmers in Puerto Rico
regarding the control and management of pests and pathogens in
the field in order to customize educational lesson plan that best fit
their needs.

NICOLE COLÓN-CARRIÓN 
Student Spotlight



NICOLE COLÓN-CARRIÓN 
Student Spotlight

Which awards would you like to brag about?

I was awarded with the NSF Graduate Research Fellowship
(GRFP), the Dr. Leathers Graduate Student Scholarship from the
Arizona Mushroom Society, and with the National Geographic
Early Career Award were I received the title of National
Geographic Explorer. Currently, I was awarded with the MSA
Interchange Ambassador Award to support my two projects,
"Micología en Ruedas" and "LatinX mycleium". 

What are your career goals/plans for after you’re done your

current position?

My career goal is to return to Puerto Rico as an extension specialist
focused on the use development microbe-microbe interactomes into
biocontrol strategies to reduce pathogenicity and the use of
chemical agents in the landscape. I also aim to continue developing
education programs and material that increase science exposure to
underrepresented communities.

What is your favorite fungus and why?

If microscopic, Aspergillus niger. It was the first fungus I isolated
from rice as an undergraduate researcher. If macroscopic, the
basket stinkhorn (Clathrus ruber). I just love it s structure and
bright color. 

What is your favorite fact/thing about fungi?

The diversity of them and the significant roles they plan in
ecosystem functioning. Also, I love their structures and colors. 



NICOLE COLÓN-CARRIÓN 
Student Spotlight

Who is your mycology role model?

I am going to go with two Puerto Rican mycologist for this one. The
first is Dr. Sharon Cantrell. Dr. Cantrell became the first Puerto
Rican woman to be appointed as president of the Mycologycal
Society of America and have done amazing work in elucidating
the diversity of fungi within the tropical forest of Puerto Rico. The
second is Dr. Chad Lozada. Dr. Lozada introduced me to the
wonderful world of fungi as my research mentor at the University
of Puerto Rico Cayey Campus. His passion and mentorship
motivated me pursue a graduate degree in the field in order to
later training the next generation of Puerto Rican mycologist. 

Any great stories from field work?

Always wear bug spray if you are sampling in the tropics! 

What do you like to do in your free time? What are your

hobbies?

I love to dance (salsa particularly), spent time in the beach, and
read. 

Anything else you’d like to share with us?

Along with my Ph.D., I am currently pursuing a certificate in
College Teaching from the UA. This certificate provided me with a
new appreciation for educational research. The knowledge
obtained though this certificate and the eagerness to help
underrepresented communities are the reasons I emerge myself in
curriculum and educational program development. Something that
I wish to continue as a Post-doctoral researcher. If you know of
fellowships and grants that support this kind of work, send them
my way (ncoloncarrion@email.arizona.edu). Also, for updates and
cool pictures about "Micología en Ruedas" and "LatinX mycleium"
stay tune to @ncoloncarrion (Twitter) and
@thePuertoRicanmycologist (IG). 



JUNE 
COLLOQUIUM 

Monday June 28th  
4 pm PST / 7 pm EST

Join us for our upcoming Student mycology Colloquium!

We will have two talks!

Remember to send an email to students.msa@gmail.com if you are
interested in participating next moth or access the Zoom meeting for
the upcoming Colloquium!

KATHERINE DROTOS
Scientific Telephone: How an Estimate of
Lichen Ecosystem Dominance Became "Fact"

KYLE GERVERS
Crown Closure Affects Endophytic Leaf
Mycobiome Compositional Dynamics over
Time in Pseudotsuga menzieii var. menziesii

Missed previous Colloquiums? 
Check our YouTube channel and website for the recordings!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzMUz474HUiMJB2m34gQ9bA 
https://msastudents.org/2021/05/10/videos-of-the-student-and-postdoc-colloquium/ 



NOMINEES FOR THE 
2021-2022 SPS EXECUTIVE BOARD 

cHAIR
Tania
Kurbessoian

vice-chair
Maria-Jose
Romero-Jimenez

webmaster
ALDEN 
DIRKS

communication
XIOMY-JANIRIA
PINCHI-DAVILA

Treasurer
ABBEY 
NEAT

Secretary
Claudia 
Bashian-Victoroff

merchandise
MaDELINE 
LUECK

Communication
ALEXIS 
SULLIVAN

Post-Doc Rep
CASSIE
ETTINGER

Remember to VOTE before July 16! 

Check their bios with the following

link: https://msastudents.org/ 



COMIC

Instagram: @thesciencenotebookblog
Blog: https://thesciencenotebookblog.wordpress.com/
TikTok: @thesciencenotebookblog

Olivia A. Asher is currently a senior Biology Major doing research at
the New York Botanical Garden. This Fall she will start a graduate
program in Bioinformatics at the University of Georgia!

She recently released a short comic called Yung Fungus in her blog
(The Science Notebook Blog) and you can check the published comic
with the following link:
https://thesciencenotebookblog.wordpress.com/portfolio/volume-1/

The following 10 extra pages is the comic created by Olivia! We hope
you enjoy it as much as we did!

You can also keep up with Olivia's by following her on:
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