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Mycological Society of America
2025 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Great Hall, Memorial Union, Madison, Wisconsin

President Tim James called the 2025 Business Meeting to order at 7:47 am. President James thanked
members for attending the meeting and introduced the MSA Officers and Councilors. He then thanked the
meeting organizers, including Program Chair Nhu Nguyen, Program Committee members, Local
Arrangements Committee members Anne Pringle, Emile Gluck-Thaler, and Kristi Gdanetz MacCready,
and Foray Coordinator Michelle Jusino. Bill Stoeffler, Kaylee Walters, Mary Johns, Rob Miller, and Kris
Rockouski, with The Rees Group, were also recognized.

President James called for approval of the 2024 MSA Business Meeting minutes held in Markham,
Canada. A digital file of the minutes was available on the MSA website and was sent to the MSA
membership via blast email. A vote of the membership approved the minutes.

President James provided some highlights from his annual report. Specifically, he gave some membership
updates, such as the approval of the Canadian and Latin American Chapters and the DEI Section, and the
new membership fee structure and categories.

President James mentioned the new MSA website and transition to a new membership platform, Joyn.
The new website is part of the new, upgraded, fully integrated association management system. The
abstract system, meeting registration, and membership renewal are all different components of one
complete website. He also mentioned to send website feedback or comments to info@msafungi.org or see
the "contact us" page on the website.

Vice President Brewer reported on the results of the Constitution and Bylaws proposed amendments.
Those were two MSA Constitution amendments (ARTICLE VI. COUNCIL; ARTICLE X. SECTIONS),
and three Bylaws amendments (ARTICLE I. MEMBERSHIP; ARTICLE IV. EDITORS,
COMMITTEES, AND REPRESENTATIVES; ARTICLE VIII. FINANCES). All proposed amendments
passed by membership vote.

Vice President Brewer also reported on the results of the 2025 spring election. She shared that all six
ballot initiatives were passed by membership vote and expressed appreciation to all who stood for
election. Vice President Brewer then welcomed Gregory Bonito as Vice President, Heather Hallen-Adams
as Treasurer, Leonora Bittleston as Councilor of Ecology & Conservation, Alfredo Justo as Councilor of
Systematics & Evolution, Monika Fischer as Councilor of Genetics & Cell Biology, and Teddy Garcia-
Aroca as Councilor of Symbiosis & Pathology.

Vice President Brewer encourages MSA members to nominate people for leadership positions. She
described the general process for nominations, which is to first identify people who they think would
serve MSA well, then ask them if they are willing to stand for election, and lastly, tell others to nominate
this person. She stated that the Nominations Committee also provides nominations.

Vice President Brewer finishes by inviting members to attend the luncheon “Getting involved with
MSA”, which took place during the meeting in Wisconsin.

Executive Vice President Chaverri reported on the availability of the previous year’s minutes on the MSA
website. All minutes, action items, and reports can be found on the MSA website
(https://msafungi.org/portal/#msa-meeting-minutes-and-reports).

Executive Vice President Chaverri summarized her annual report: The Executive Council met six times
over Zoom; met with the General Council at the annual meeting on Saturday; during the 2024-2025 year,
there were 35 motions approved by EC or Full Council, 25 through email polls and 3 during the EC
meetings. All actions can be found in the EVP reports posted on the MSA website.

Executive Vice President Chaverri mentioned that some of the important motions approved were: renewal
of contract with TRG and migration to a new platform and website, new Section and Chapters, new
membership structure and fees, creation of Caregiver award, and establishment of SPORES endowment.
Executive Vice President Chaverri reported that 278 new members from 13 countries joined MSA since
the last annual meeting. The new member list was projected on the screen, and digital copies were sent to
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MSA members through two blast emails. A motion to approve the new members was made, and a vote of
the membership unanimously approved the new members.

Executive Vice President Chaverri shared the list of Emeritus members approved by Full Council: Tim
Baroni, Mary Berbee, Cathy Cripps, Thomas Harrington, and Ulf Thrane.

Executive Vice President Chaverri announced the deaths of three MSA members since the 2024 meeting:
George L. Barron (1928-2024), Thomas Gaither (1938-2024), and Jim Ginns (1938-2024). A moment of
silence was held to honor these members.

Treasurer Hallen-Adams reported on the financial status of MSA. She presented a table with the assets,
revenue, and expenses since 2023. She mentioned that those tables are available in the annual Treasurer’s
report available on the MSA website.

Treasurer Hallen-Adams reported that MSA is on sound financial footing, with the revenue up ~$300k
from end of year 2024. She highlighted that auction, grants, meeting revenue, and expenses will all
increase by the end of summer. Lastly, she mentioned that publication expenses are charged annually,
near the end of the calendar year.

Treasurer Hallen-Adams reported that, since the Markham meeting in 2024, there was an independent
audit by Wegner CPAs, LLP. She ends her report by saying that before the 2026 meeting, MSA aims to
update Endowment tracking, together with the Endowment and Finance Committees, and to work to
establish an annual budget.

President James introduced the awards coordinator, Donny Walker, who will be presenting the awards.
Awards Coordinator Walker acknowledged the Travel Awards Committee members Louis (Jamie) Lamit
(Chair), Jessie Uehling, Ben Sikes, Brandon Matheny, and Ryoko Oono (ex officio, Past Chair). He then
presents the Travel Awards to the awardees: Francis A. Uecker Travel Award to Maria Jos¢ Romero-
Jiménez; Constantine J. Alexopoulos Travel Award to Thomas Victor; Harry Morton Fitzpatrick Travel
Award to Kimberly Syring; Emerson-Fuller-Whisler Travel Award to Alex Lando; Alma Joslyn Whiffen-
Barksdale Travel Award to Isabelle Stiver; Charles Kramer Travel Award to Daniel Farthing; Edward E.
Butler Travel Award to Julius Tabin; Everett S. Luttrell Travel Award to Jack Scherer; Harry D. Thiers
Travel Award to Alexander Rurik; Howard E. Bigelow Travel Award to Jessica Loeffler; James M.
Trappe Travel Award to Prasanth Prakash; Kenneth Wells Travel Award to L. McKinley Nevins;
Margaret Barr Bigelow Travel Award to Kathryn Maley; Orson and Hope Miller Travel Award to Ada
Fitz Axen; Richard P. Korf Travel Award to Andreas Guerrero; Emory G. Simmons Travel Award to
Maredith Berdeja; William C. Denison Travel Award to Emmett Bauer; and Charles Mims Travel Award
to Carolyn Cornell.

Awards Coordinator Walker acknowledged the Student Awards Committee members Conrad Schoch
(Chair), Yan Wang, Noha Youssef, Rachel Koch-Bach, and Astrid Ferrer (ex officio, Past Chair). He then
presented the Student Awards to the awardees: MSA Graduate Fellowship to Diego Garfias Gallegos;
MSA Graduate Fellowship to Julius Tabin; NAMA Award to C. Benton Willis; Myron P. Backus Award
to Cecelia Stokes; and Undergraduate Research Award to Julian L. Marshall.

Awards Coordinator Walker acknowledged the Research Awards Committee members Laszl6 Nagy
(Chair), Thomas Jenkinson, Amy Honan, Jason Stajich, Catalina Salgado-Salazar, and Jose Vargas-
Muniz (ex officio, Past Chair). He then presented the Research Awards to the awardees: Robert W.
Lichtwardt Student Research Award to Julius Tabin; Martin-Baker Award to Danny Haelewaters; Clark
T. Rogerson Research Award to Polina Mironova; Salomon Bartnicki-Garcia Research Award to Katie
King; and MSA Climate Change Research Award to Terry Torres-Cruz.

The Chair of the SPORES subcommittee Terry Torres-Cruz acknowledges the SPORES organizers for
the 2025 meeting Terry J Torres Cruz, Javier Tabima, Sara Branco, José Solorzano, Lotus Lofgren,
Fabiola Pulido-Chavez, Carolina Pifia-Paez, and Korena Mafune; and the mentors Alexander Bradshaw,
Alden Dirks, Mia Maltz, Nicole Reynolds, Maria Jose Romero Jimenez, Cecilia Stokes, Keaton Tremble,
and Lluvia Vargas. She then introduces all the SPORES mentees for the 2025 meeting: Varshini Balaji,
Cleo Baldoumas, Julia Boyko, Alison Davis, Ivan Esteban Delgado Mayorga, Wylee Kayne Lee Dodge,
Ryland Edwards, Aaliyah Golden-Whitehead, Myles Donahvon Gosha, Sophia Jordan, Kit Mount, Walter
Price, Rosemary Randall, Sophie Shand, Katie Taylor, Chenoa Webster.
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President-elect David Geiser reports on the location and date of the 2026 MSA meeting: Portland,
Oregon, July 12-15.

Vice President Brewer mentions some potential locations for the 2027 MSA meeting, which will
potentially be in the Southeast US.

In other announcements, Terry Torres-Cruz asks for donations to the newly established SPORES
endowment.

President James introduced David Geiser as the 2025-2026 President of the Mycological Society of
America and thanked him for his previous acts of service to the Society. President James passed the MSA
chestnut gavel to David Geiser.

As his first official act, President Geiser presented Certificates of Appreciation to Society members in
recognition of exceptional service. These included outgoing officers, councilors, committee chairs, and
editors of Mycologia who will be rotating at the end of the year.

President Geiser adjourned the 2025 Business Meeting at 9:15 am.



