MYCOLOGICAL

Executive Council Fall Quarterly Meeting

Date: November 6, 2025
Time: 11:30 a.m. CT
Location (or Virtual Platform): Virtual

I.CALL TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 11:32 a.m. CT

ILATTENDANCE:

Present:

David Geiser, President

Marin Brewer, President-Elect

Gregory Bonito, Vice President

Priscila Chaverri, Executive Vice President
Heather Hallen-Adams, Treasurer

Timothy James, Immediate Past President
Julia Kerrigan, Program Committee Chair
Megan Romberg, Finance Committee Chair
Sara Branco, Distinctions Committee Chair
Tanya Cheeke, Local Arrangements Coordinator
Steve Harris, Editorial Advisory Committee
Andrew Wilson, Guest

Kaylee Walters, Executive Director, TRG
Mary Johns, Account Manager, TRG

Kris Rockouski, Meeting Planner, TRG

IIl.LREVIEW AND APPROVE MEETING MINUTES FROM June 28, 2028
David made a motion to approve the 2025 Spring quarterly EC minutes.
The motion was seconded by Heather, and the motion carried.

IV.AGENDA ITEMS
2026 Meeting Update

Julia Kerrigan updated the EC regarding symposia and workshop proposals for the 2026 Annual
Meeting, with a potential increase of three additional symposia.



There was discussion regarding logistics for workshops, noting that some workshops may run
concurrently with the foray. The EC discussed possibly implementing a separate workshop fee
or a one-day registration fee. Workshops for amateur or local mycologists were also discussed
and could be scheduled on the weekend to allow larger attendance. The group generally
discussed potential options for accommodating more workshops and forays, including separate
fees for amateur mycologists or package deals combining workshops with forays. Forays
historically sell out early, and it may be necessary to host events like a foray after the
conference. There is more flexibility with off-site locations to occur before or after the
conference, given contracted space with the conference venue.

The EC discussed the foray and that a 2026 Foray Coordinator is still needed. Several potential
candidates were discussed, including Amy Honan and Mike Beug, who is retired and local to the
area. There was general agreement to work synergistically with the local and amateur
mycologists to ensure the effort to incorporate them into the meeting events is successful and
well-received.

The EC discussed the symposium proposals and workshop submissions in terms of budget and
financial support.

e There was a motion to approve three additional symposia. The motion was
seconded and passed. The EC unanimously agreed to support the three additional
symposia for the 2026 year, as proposed by the Program Committee.

There was general agreement to encourage a specific workshop proposer to rework his multiple
overlapping proposals into a single workshop.

e There was a motion to approve an additional workshop merging the
aforementioned workshop proposer’s proposals. The motion was seconded and
passed.

The addition of this workshop resulted in a total of four pre-conference workshops being
supported.

There was also discussion about a public outreach day on Sunday that would potentially be

organized by local enthusiasts, and there was discussion about a proposal to use a piano, if
available, for mycological musical programming.

Action Items:

° Julia Kerrigan will contact the multiple-workshop proposer to rework his proposals into a
single workshop.

° Priscila Chaverri will send Tanya Cheeke the foray coordinator duties from the MOP.

° Tanya Cheeke will contact Mike Buegg to gauge his interest in assisting with the foray.
° David Geiser will initiate a conversation with Amy Honan about coordination with the
local and amateur mycologists in regard to the Annual Meeting.

° Kris Rockouski will continue conversations with the hotel to establish the cost of using

their piano and whether or not it can be moved, and will report back to Julia.
) David Geiser will contact Lorin von Longo regarding the public outreach day.



2027 Meeting Update

The EC reviewed Knoxville as the recommended location of the 2027 Annual Meeting, given the
reasonable cost and proximity to hotels and the University. Marin confirmed that dorms through
the University of Tennessee can be made available. The EC discussed that there is still a need
to find a local host. The EC suggested potential local hosts such as Stephanie Kivlin, Donny
Walker, or Thomas Rush of the Oakwood National Lab, located in Knoxville. The dates of June
18-24, 2028 were proposed. There was general agreement that Kris and Marin should move
forward with plans for a site visit.

¢ Motion: Marin made a motion to approve Knoxville as the location of the 2027 Annual
Meeting. The motion was seconded and the motion carried.

o Action Item: Kris Rockouski and Marin Brewer will plan a site visit to Knoxville

2026 Draft Budget

The Executive Council (EC) discussed the ongoing need for MSA to have an annual operational
budget. A first annual budget draft has been developed by the Treasurer, Executive Director,
and the TRG Vice President of Finance. The EC reviewed the draft budget and determined that
the best practice is to formally approve the draft budget. The EC did not approve the budget as
currently shared, ahead of expectations to approve more funds in this meeting than is included
in the proposed budget.

The budget was not approved because of discussions on adding more travel awards.

Due to the positive financial situation of MSA and the negative impacts of federal funding cuts to
some mycological researchers, the EC discussed increasing travel awards to support students,
faculty, and those MSA members who are experiencing financial hardships in general to attend
the MSA annual conference. Kaylee provided a total overview of the additional support MSA
provided during the 2025 conference to SPORES, the caregiver award, and in the financial
support request form distributed in 2025 after federal funding cuts. The EC generally discussed
the idea of creating an emergency reserve fund, but rejected this idea to avoid creating any new
funds in MSA’s accounts. The EC generally agreed to increase the travel awards and extend
the awards to non-student MSA members to provide financial support to attend the MSA 2026
meeting. These additional funds would be provided by the general endowment fund.

The EC identified a need to review and potentially remove geographical restrictions for graduate
student awards, as current requirements limit eligibility to US or Canadian residents. More
investigation is required to determine if there are tax or legal barriers to awarding students
fellowships from countries outside the US or Canada. More investigation is also required to
confirm what process MSA is currently using to award travel funds to recipients and whether
they incur a tax burden with their award.

e Motion: A motion was made to increase the travel award fund by $24,000 for the 2026
award year and to extend the travel funds to non-student MSA members. The motion
was seconded and the motion carried.

The EC discussed that in 2024, $16,500 was spent for IMC travel, which funded 11 awards. The
EC discussed funding six awards to attend the Latin American Mycological Congress in 2026.
Each award would be for $1,500, and could be available to those wishing to participate as an
MSA liaison. Each awardee would be required to write a summary of the trip.



¢ Motion: A motion was also made to provide six international travel awards of $1500
each to attend the Latin American Mycological Congress in Quito, Ecuador (2026). The
motion was seconded and the motion carried.

Action Items:

° Mary will create application forms for the two new awards.
° Kaylee will draft an award announcement.
° Kaylee will confirm with the accounting department whether there are tax/legal concerns

with giving fellowship awards to students outside US/Canada and what tax implications current
awardees face when receiving their MSA awards.

) Kaylee or Mary will modify the website to remove the eligibility for graduate student
awards to only US or Canadian residents.

The EC discussed ways for MSA to better utilize its memberships in other societies, which could
allow MSA to have an impact on US policies. There was general discussion about forming a
committee to focus on advocacy and policy engagement, and the need for a more structured
approach. The EC discussed a need for a future strategic planning process.

e Motion: Heather made a motion to approve MSA’s 2026 AIBS membership for $1,250.
The motion was seconded and the motion carried.

e Action item: Priscila will confirm that the MOP has the president-elect as the liaison with
AIBS.

Finance Committee Update

As Chair of the Finance Committee, Megan shared with the EC the positive performance of
current funds for the Endowment with a 13% gain from January to October. The EC confirmed
that adequate funds are available to support all awards in full.

Megan discussed the Committee’s decision to move money from aggressive equities to mutual
funds for the next year due to economic uncertainty.

Membership Issues
The EC discussed dues for chapter members and agreed that the dues amounts should be
determined by the Executive Council.

The EC discussed the potential of merging sustaining memberships with sponsors, which was a
discussion point at a recent Membership Committee meeting. After discussion, the membership
committee generally preferred to maintain the two as separate entities but was curious about
the EC’s thoughts.

The EC discussed the history of the sustaining membership category, including the 2024
increase of membership dues to $900 for sustaining memberships. In the past two years there
was an effort to reach out to industry partners to see if they would join as a sustaining member
and have their name listed in Inoculum, though there were no responses. The EC discussed
that there were also no sponsorships from the separate sponsorship prospectus. The EC
discussed a potential “sponsor” member type for companies, but there was also concern that
industries might not have a use for regular membership and may prefer individual sponsorships.



The EC discussed the need for lower sponsorship levels to attract more sponsors.

There was general agreement to keep the sustaining memberships and sponsorships separate,
but to lower the sponsorship rates in the prospectus and to pursue a monthly installment
payment for sustaining memberships, if possible. There was a suggestion that a sustaining
member benefit could be free conference registration, but more discussion would be needed.
Once the sustaining memberships and their benefits are solidified by the Membership
Committee, TRG can assist with a sustaining membership flyer to promote this membership

type.

Action Item:

) Mary and Kaylee will look into the details of installment payments for sustaining
memberships and will report back to the Membership Committee.

) Kaylee will revise the sponsor prospectus and share it with the EC.

) The membership committee will discuss potential benefits for sustaining members and
sponsors.

) The membership committee will work on updates to the MOP.

V.Editorial Advisory Committee
Steve Harris has already left the meeting. But the EC discussed that the Editorial Advisory
Committee roster needs to be revisited, as the terms are passed for those members currently
listed. The EC generally discussed that the committee is not often active, but that there are
pending topics of consideration and discussion that the committee should be involved with, such
as the proposed APC increase from Taylor & Francis and any terms that should be renegotiated
in the contract ahead of December 31, 2026, when the current contract renews. The EC
generally discussed asking the current members of the committee to extend their terms. There
was general concern about any raised APC rate for the 2026 year, and the EC generally agreed
that any increase should be avoided.

Action Items:

° Priscila Chaverri will forward the email from the Editorial Advisory Committee to the
Council.

° Priscila Chaverri will ask the current Editorial Advisory Committee members if they will
continue on the committee.

) Kaylee will review previous Taylor & Francis contract terms that Bill might have
previously negotiated and provide the feedback to the Editorial Advisory Committee.

° Kaylee will respond to Taylor & Francis with the direction from the MSA EC to not raise

the APC fees in 2026.

VI.Executive Director Report
The EC reviewed the new payment process and dispatch forms that are now utilized by TRG,
creating a more secure way to transfer sensitive information. Kaylee shared and briefly
reviewed the holistic MSA Operational Annual Calendar that should be revisited at each
quarterly meeting to ensure operations are on track. Kaylee encouraged each EC member to
review the calendar and send any changes directly to Kaylee, and any final changes should be
approved at quarterly meetings by the EC.



VII.NEW BUSINESS:

Proposal of Marketing Sponsorship by MSA

The EC discussed a proposal from a potential new member requesting $15,000 to create a
podcast or other marketing outreach. More discussion is needed regarding potential support for
marketing and sponsorship of external programs.

The National Science Foundation

The EC discussed expanding the relationship between MSA and the National Science
Foundation. Sara Branco can facilitate a meeting for the NSF to meet and talk with the
Executive Council, to see how MSA can benefit from this relationship.

Action Items:

° Sara Branco will talk more to David about the potential MSA relationship with NSF.
° Sara Branco will arrange a meeting between NSF and the President and Executive Vice
President.

New Committee

Andy Wilson, a guest at the meeting, proposed the creation of a new committee that would
focus on collections management, including both traditional herbaria and modern culture
collections. The committee would allow a broad area of collections and determine how to
preserve them. There was general agreement that the committee should be proposed as an ad
hoc committee initially, with the intention that the committee could later become a standing
committee. The proposal for the ad hoc committee should include definitions of who is on the
committee and what the committee will do annually or on a consistent basis. Public policy and
institutional policy could be a charge of the committee.

e Action item: Andy Wilson will write a formal proposal for the new proposed collections
committee and will submit it to the Executive Council.

Education Committee
The EC discussed that the Education Committee has been working on educational materials for
the website.

VIIl. Adjournment
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by the Vice President. The President
seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 2:41 pm



